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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody « Cityof Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance——coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 19 General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

. What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

- Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

- Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is setin stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

r participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important rolein wi}etherlornota 1% General
;E?p[:}‘s? g:l ::? &Tlse Taxpis purgued this fa\lpand the compositi';n of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2 Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
@’ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
7 Some familiat were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything Alot
[ Nothingatall (] Some

[] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3.There area number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Onascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low P . High
Priority ™
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 ’
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody toimprove fire protection, water storage aﬁd
water system maintenance. 1 2 3
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. _ 1 p) 3
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. ] 2 3
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3
g) Improvementsin Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, inclﬁding 65-year-old water e
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3

Q4.50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 ¢ ?_

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 w 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. Cf;“ 2 3 4 5




QS.FOIlUwfng are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not

At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comindag; = " Sovndn
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, -
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 (. .5 .~

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 19 General Purpose Tax revenues. This is animportant reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming haw.re approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3

d) Revenues froma voter—appmved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example 43% of the tax revenueswould gu 10 Park County 34%10 Endy, 22 ﬁlo Powell ancl %to Meeteerse 1 2 3

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General 5
PurpuseTax in Park County would be pa|d by travelers from outside Park County 1 2 3 4 _Qj

g) Fora 510 purchase, the taxis an addltu)nal 1(} cents, Fnra 5100 purchase the taxisan addltlonal $1 UO Man;.r
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Q6 Fullowmg are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing""and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

Not At All Very
Convinding > (onvindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax )
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. = L 2 3 4 5

c) Park County (udy Powell and Meeteetse should be setting a5|cle existing tax dollars to

b)Wth the cnl and gas lndustry strugglmg statewme now is not the timeto be mcreasmg taxes. "2345
1

Tacklelargemfrastructure pmjects rather than ralsmg taxes. 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively |mpa(ted from al% sales and use tax increase as I

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park (ounty Kl 7 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That g

amount ofa taxincrease WI" 1|keI5r bea hardshlp for many Iuw -income famﬂtes and seniors on aﬁxed mmmeg 3 4 5
f} While voters in Park Cuunty would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General PurposeTax afterit has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. Q 2 3 - 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet é)
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »




PUBL]C OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
E.;t}r, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What s your main concern, if any, reqarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. irPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes

%/Frgbahiy No
Definitely No

[_] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 T. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. Howlong have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years
[}Afore Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? ‘&Zﬂg

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ Tn Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ ] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ ] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q] 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

(] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

[} 55-64

[ Age65or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 19% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

I MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

- Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The‘results of this survey jwill play an im_portant rp!e in whelher_ar not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of_revenues_ that go
] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
7 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

(] Hardlyanything Alot

] Nothing atall [] Some

[] Alittle
(] Nothing atall

Q3. There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

. High
¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 3 4 5
3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storageand
water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 Q 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g)Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding .
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A 8,Cand D avenues, and '
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in hiééteetse, mclud mgﬁﬁyearuldwater
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5
Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):
low | . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Funding for community groups and arganizations like senior itizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 @

..............................................................................................

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar faciltes. 1 2 ) 4 5




05. Fqllorwirllrg are some arguments pkeople have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from Tto 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
_ Con it & > i h
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 196 sales and use tax ormans B
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @) 2 3 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 §

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties 3

keep voting the tax in every four years. @ 2 3 4 5
a) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @, 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FﬂIIuwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

19% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
NotAtAll ., Very

Convincding ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, O
1

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & UseTax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments et to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1

................................................................................................................................

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General _
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back P



PUBLlC OPH\“ON SU RV'EY continued from inside |

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
NOLoncesn

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
4 Probably No
] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
{3 Probably Yes
["] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[1 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would |
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

=

i
Fd

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax praposal if pursued this fall?

Socels Complese

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
6-10Years
11-20 Years

[ More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? B2 _‘ff_ﬁ

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

P&l 45-54

[] 55-64

[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8575
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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1
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey, The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% Genera|
Purpase Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will beindependently taltied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016, Al surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided, Thank you for partidpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, indluding how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & UseTax on the November 2016 bailot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
¥ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

(] Hardly anything (] Alot

[ Mothing at all 1% Some

7 Alittle
[ Nothingatall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address {as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the fellowing projects with a 19 General Pumose Tax? (Please drde ene number next to each item);

Low . High
Priority ¥ v Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 @ 4 5

b)Repamngorreplaungmadwaysm Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance';;ehidesa"f;t;

o Cdﬁi;tmcting awater storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, waterstorage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 @

.................................

and irrigation system improvements.

1
€) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. NA AN?

2
st & & s 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 @

g Improvemnents in Powell along Absaroka Street (from This to Seventh) induding rebuicing.
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @ 5

. hyStom drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell——from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as imiprovernents to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenuss, and

repaving of Seventh Street from Bemard to Division). 12 G) 4 s
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management";.l.r.ﬁjects in M;eteetse,hi.nduding 65year-oldwater

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water reatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 (4 Yy S

Q4,Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1o 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the foltowing projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
low . High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority

a) Reareation-related projects like bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parkes. 1 @ 3 4 5




QS.Foilowmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Koy © * Cumiincng
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 % 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why \
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose?ax 1 2 3 4 @

@) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General PurposeTax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues wauld go to Park (ounty, 34%to (ody, 22%toPowell and 1%to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 @ 5
) There are 49 exemptionsfmm the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm eqmpment 1 2 3 @
f] Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General '

Purpose Taxin Park (ounty would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 O

g) Fora 510 purchase the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1 00 Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our /
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 &) 4 5

06 Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At All Very

- - 4 - 0
Convincing ¥ 7 (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden.

h}‘Mth the oil and gas mdustry strugglmg statewide, now is not thenme to be mcreasmg taxes. \

c) ParkCounty (ody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting a5|de existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes.

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County.

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income.

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General PurposeTaxafter it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties _ ~
keep votmg the taxin everyfouryears 1 2 3 4 5

g) It rnakes more sense fur Park Cnunty to pursue a 1% Speuﬁc Purpose Tax ratherthan a1% General Purpuse
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Survey continued on back V




PUBL[C OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you voteYes” {in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, toads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
7 Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tameposali?‘é‘e b-& nocroed M ﬂo
[ in besi ased fon

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
censequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" {in favar) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please chedk one)

[ Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
] Probably Mo

Definitely No
Don't Kow/No Opinion

Q1 0. IrPark (ounty pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

3
Q1 1. What more would you like ta know, o what question(s) would ,‘
you like answered, about the propesed 1%General urpose Tax? :

59“3& £re pro e

01 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fali?

Curb ozl gully oo Apms tehor
m&@ﬂ(ﬂd

013. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please check one)

[] 0-5Years -
[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

PPq MoreThan 20 Years

Q14.What is your zip code? ﬁ c_::) _fU__L}

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
Please check ane)
InTown {fnside the Incorporated Municipality}
[ Outof Town Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't¥now / Not Sure

Q1 6. What is your age? (Please chedk one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited [ 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, wold you vote “Yes" (in favor) or L] 45-54
"No" {to oppose} this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details X, 55-64
regarding the difference betweenthese two taxes.) (Please chedk one) (] Age 650r Older
1% DefinitelyYes
[] ProbablyYes
[7] Probably No
] Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
if you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cady City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1602 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: {307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone; (307} 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phene: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sramero@parkcounty,us
www.parkcounty.us
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Park County - Cityof Cody « Cityof Powell . Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?
e

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
.‘;urpose i;ax, ?%ﬁpt:mnaf Tax Tﬂh gent igx}.gmceed_s of the 19% General - Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
urpose Tax would have gone toward road an street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

ballot i ct th
The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General :: at:: 1;6 2 er::raa(::f:; ;:':r::;;u ure needs rather

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.  review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

' i [ G P T:
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and information reqarding the 196 General Prpose T and propased e

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent ofproceecs.

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that, We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strang county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important rple in whetherlor not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax s pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not fam‘iliar w_ith the insand outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
E{ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[7] Hardly anything [] Alot
(] Nothing atall Sﬂr_ne

(] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet), On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low , Hoh
Priority ¥ " Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety,

'E) (onstructing a water stora't_:jé tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance.

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 2 3 4 5
€) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. I 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water 1\ |
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 2 3 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects witha 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ *  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks, 2 3 4 5
bFondingfocommniygrpsandorganiztiosllesenndizncenies oboksardBogandGisCubs. |1 | 2 3 4 5
dfndonmens ogotowardoprting assofsimming o et ertesandsimbrltes, » 3 4 s




QS.FoIIowing are some arguments peaple have made n favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not

At All Convinging” and 5 being "Very Convining'; how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde ene number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ™ " Convindng
froma 196 General Purpose Tax are more impartant than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. (—1 P 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, Thisis an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 3 4 5
€} The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 3 4 S
d) Revenues froma voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population,
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues woutd go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powelland 1% to Meeteetse. 3 4 5
&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tay, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding )
teal estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 3 4 5
£) Revenuee from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. ! z 3 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a 100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Man
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect itical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1heing "Not At
All Convincing" and S being "Very Convincing', kow would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19% General Puipose Tax? (Please drde one number next to eachitem):

NotatAll
_ Csnvindng ™
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% salesand use tax
isa 25% increase, That's too much of a tax burden. i 2 3
b)With the oil and gasindustry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes, 1 ) 3

¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County, 1 2 3 4

amount of a tax increase will fikely be a hardship for many low-income farnilies and seniors on a fixed income, 1 2 3 4

............... s

) While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax, The 194 Spedific Purpose Tax goes away ence the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4

&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That @
5

Survey continued on back V-
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PUBUC OP[N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

("] Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursueda ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[U-Probably No
] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. if park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes

(1 Probably No
E(Deﬁnitefy No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 11:20Years
ore Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatisyourzipcode? S 24 | :J

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedk one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

W Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ ] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[1-55-64

[] Age65 orOlder

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Counil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - CityofPowell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 19 Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering retumning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

»  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

= Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

» Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

] Alt back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
\&5 e familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[] Hardly anything [ Alot

[] Nothing atall "R Some

[] Alittle

] Nothing atall

Q3.There area number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 - 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 1 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 1 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar failities. o) 1 2 3 4 5



Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convincing ™ " Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is @ 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas mdustr)rstrugglmg statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% saies and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park Cnunty 1 2 3 4 5
&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park Eounty an addltlonal 580 per year. That
amount uf a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income, 1 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely thatit will be voted down once it in place. Votersin other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FoiJowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s propesed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ¢ Un_ery_
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinchy " Caveing
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 5
€) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 §
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.,
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would goto Park(ounty 34%t0 Cody, 22%to Powelland 1%to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food fuel, feml izer, lwestc-ck feed and farm eqmpment 1 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter- approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Pu rpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 : 5

g) Fora 510 purchase the taxisan addmunai 10 cents. Fora 5100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBLIC OPIN [ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote"Yes” (in favor) or “No”
{to oppose} a 1% General Purpose Safes & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, kut not limited
_to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please check one)
[] Definitely Yes
[ ] Probably Yes
[T Probably No
"4 Definitely No
1 Don't Know/No Gpinion

Q8. Whatis your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Taxproposal! _

41 MAveE Lr-{_"'l-q.- +rug+
i He ivbiviovnars FHhet
w smevd Y woney

09. Rather than a full one {1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
conseqjuently reduced the number of infrastrircture projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or "No" {to oppose) this
proposal? {Please dtedk one)

] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

[ Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% “Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% “General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, byt not limited
_to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor} or
“No" (to appose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additicnal details
reganding the difference between these two taxes.} (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[J Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part cf the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

{Please chedione)

[ 0-5Years

] 6-10Years

A 11-20¥ears m
] More Than 20 Years E\
Q4. whatisyourzipcode? B24(a ‘-H
Q15.0 you live in town or out of town? $
(Please check one) g
O3 InTown {lnside the incorporated Municipality)

B4 Out of Town {Outside the Incorporated Municipality) _"c]

] Den't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years
[ 25-34Years
[] 35-44 Years
(] 45-54

[ 5564

(] Age65 or Older

TR

Thank you for participating!

1f youhave guestions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

(ody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax; (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: {307) 754-5106
admin@dtyofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteatse
Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.ong

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

an‘d& o-r LY":‘ULE oq'l‘ $,+I
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% Genera/
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—pPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

’ MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

» Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

_ Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or nota 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with ather members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Ta, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
5¢ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything B<t Alot
] Nothing atall O] Some

[] Alittle

(1 Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low High
Priority ¥ Priority

v

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance.

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements,

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody.

............................................................................................................................................................................................

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects.

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue Eto Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5

..............................................................................................................................................

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing.

il
(=]

3) 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low High
Priority Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ctizen centers, food banks and Bays and Girls Clubs. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




PUBLIC OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote "Yes”(in favor) or “No”
{tooppose) a 136 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, lleys, curbs, gutters, Sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedk one)

D% Definitely Yes

[7] Probably Yes

[] Probably Mo

3 Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is yeur main concemn, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one () percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or "No” {to oppose} this
proposal? (Please chedk one)

B Definitely Yes
[J Probably Yes
[J Prcbably No
[ Definitely No
[1 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. iPark County pursued a 1% "Spedfic Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—ather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, sterm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or
"No” {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes) (Please chedk one)

B Definitely Yes
{1 Probably Yes
[ Probably No
(3 Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinicn

Q1 1. What morewould you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 196 General Purpose Tax?

Q12. What other community improvement prajects, i any, shoutd be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursired this fall?

Q13. How long have you been avesident in the area?
(Please chedkone)

7] 0-5Years

[ 610Years

P& 11-20 Years

(] MoreThan 20Years

Q14.What isyourzipcude?&&f_{f/

Q15. Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

3¢ InTown (inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Knaw / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? {Please check one)
{1 18-24Years

(] 25-34Years

1 35-44 Years

1 45-54

[ 55-64

] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

ifyou have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 32414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone: {307) 754-5106

Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com

www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissieners
Mayor & Councit Park County Courthouse

2044 State Streat, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meetestse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us



05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ., Very
_ _ Convindng ¥ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to )

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted froma 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year, That ,

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

QG. Following are some arguments peaple have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvinang, > ComTadng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why =

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 229 to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 = @
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 ) @ 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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Park County « Cityof Cody « Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

- Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
5% Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
D‘ - familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything (2 Alot
] Nothing atall (] Some

[] Alittle

["] Nothing atall

Q3.There area number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

. High
T Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 3 4 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, waterstorageand ..~~~
water system maintenance. 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. (1) 2 3 4 5

e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities.

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody.

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects.

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division).

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing.

Q4.Same residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale gf 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

2 . High
\(rQ ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 0 @ 3 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and simila%jmes. g 2 3 4 5




05 Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAII Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll . Very

Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, :
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues, \_
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why )
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 B! 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexampre 43% nfthe 'rax revenues would go to Park(nunty 34% to Cody 22%to Powe!land 1%t0 Meeteetse. Q 2 3 4 5
e} There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, accordlng to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Dep nt of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park Coun W dbep ra rsfrom oumdeP [C
A % - z%c’« Fhe ()@m F’d ;4; T /‘ /@/A /@:
) Fora TOpurchase thetax isan addltlonal 10 cepits. ForaS {]D purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. M

residents consider this a reasonable amount tgay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and nur
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. Q 2 3 4

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with T being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

0 ’) . = )
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item): NotAtAll ey

Convincding ™ * (Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25%increase. That's too much of a tax burden.

b) With the oil and gasindustry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes.

o) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure pro;ects rather than ralsmg taxes.

E_‘ B

- VO

SR
.
.
y

aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park [ounty 1 2

d) Local retailers could be negatwely :mpacted froma 1% sales and use tax increase as @

e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an aditional 580 per year. That -
amount ofa taxincrease will likely be a hardshlp for many Iow income famllles and seniorson a ﬁxed income. @ 2 3 4 5

f] While voters in Park Eounty would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place forfuuryears it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years 1 2 3 4 @

g) [t makes more sense fnr Park County to pursue a 1% Speuﬁc Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Furpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

'j/,:% You ;&r&;m;f %Z?/Our&ze, A»swc, éo“?%

Survey continued on back




PU BLIC OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. Ifan election were held today, would you vote"Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No

/@igeﬁnitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

QB.What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
y ¥, regarding p

T e
ket /’-f.',a:;/ ow's +he (4, 5
Y C_V&% of k2 well LD

IR ooy vt

Qe

09 Ratherthan a full one (1) percent sa{es and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes \&<\1\l |
[] Probably Yes % 0 7 m

Probably No
finitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details

ing the difference between these twotaxes) (Please check one)
nitely Yes
Probably Yes

(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answere rﬂbout the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

b0 O Ene i ZE./(P

y,.
(/"-l 4 »

A

Q] 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years
C M ore Than 20 Years

Q1 4 Wihatisyourzip code? SEL L #

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

Please check one)
nTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6.Wharisyourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

L] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

P:Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. « Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—rPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported bya third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. Al surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for partidpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS"' DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Qz. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[] Hardly anything (] Alot

[ Nothing at all [ Some

M ALittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.Them are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 &Y,
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 4 &
o) Constructing a water storage tank offof Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water soageand
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. L 2 3 4 @
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 )
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 8 @
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 @
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Benard to Division). 1 2 3 4 @‘
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plantand tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 ®

Q4.Surne residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority

.......................................

@)
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadlities. 1 6



05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with Tbeing "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ¥ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax ;

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ ’ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting asice existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. D 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 ®) 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year, That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income familiesand seniorsonafixedincome. 1 (Z) 3 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years.

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 €} 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Compinging: ™ - Sonvindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local govenments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 19 General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 G
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 )
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 ®
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 G

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back P




PUBUC OP[N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

A Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

That i+ will be defcated

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Bﬁﬁnitely’fes

] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
g@ng the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)
D

efinitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
"] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q] 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

] 0-5Years |
[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[ "More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? & > 4 | &

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedk one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[ 35-44 Years

] 45-54

] 55-64
E%ge 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@dtyofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County -« CityofCody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

] MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyouropinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ —wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and praposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 0,2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
mm i familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [ Alot
(] Nothing at all [ Some

Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ " Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storageand
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank impravements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High

Priority ¢ ¥ Priority




05 « Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ® ¥ (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 (2) 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 (3_) 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 (4 5
d) Local retailers could be neqatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as ;

aresult of fewer purchase5 bemg made within Park County 1 2 (3) 4 5
e)The 1% General Purpcse Tax will cost the average household in Park Ccunty an addltlcnal SBO per year. That

amount uf ataxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 ( _2) 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 (3) 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1%Speuﬁc PurposeTax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) i 2 3 @ §

06. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , ey

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues fonvinceg "~ Carwiodng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 countiesin Wyommg have approved The 1% Genera! Purpase Tax. 1 [2) 3 4 5
) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 G) 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cady, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. (j, / 2 3 & 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm eqmpment 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General PurpaseTax would Include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Fora$10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 (2) 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »
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PUBUC OP]N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
Bﬁobahly No
(] Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
- v Jes bl a
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Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
ﬁmbabl}.r No
[] Definitely No
("1 Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q10. ifpark Cou nty pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favar) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
robably Yes

[] Probably No

("] Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12.What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years |
11-20 Years |
More Than 20 Years .

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? 8 2 4 1 &

Q15.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

I_T:felan Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

(] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[ 55-64

(] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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BRIDGE IN PARK COUNTY

Where

In November 20
a 1% General P

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

= e _:.‘ R ‘\.
CENTRAL AVENUE IN CODY

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
B S familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(7] Hardly anything [] Alot
] Nothing at all [ Some

[ Alittle

(] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¢ *  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 5
b) Repairing or replacing madwa)rs in Park Cuuntym extend thelruseful Iffe and enhance ueh|cle safety 1 2 4 5
¢) Constructing a watersmrage tank off of Beacon Hillin Eodyto |mpr0ve fire protectmn waterstorage and B
watersystem mamtenance 1 . @ B 5
d} Upgrading Codys wastenuater Iagoun system parts uf the exlstmg storm dratnage system
and ungatmn system |mprmrements 1 2 3 @ 5
e) (ompleting ADA ramp projects thmughout (ody to fmprove acce551b|||ty for persons wnh dlsahllmes 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and SJdewaIk mprovements in Cody 1 2 3 4 @
g) Improvernents in Powe!l along Absaroka Street (from Thlrd to Seventh} mcludmg rebmldmg
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of AB.Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
r) Water sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4. 50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate park& 1 2 3 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Bo)rs and Girls Clubs, 1 2 3 @ 5
4

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar falities. 1 2 @




Q5.FOIicwing are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. Ona scale from 1to 5, with 1 hging “Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | u "?W.
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ™ Convinciny
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, 5
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 @ 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @0 2 @

g) For a $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our o
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 L3) 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
) Convincing ™ 7 (Convindng
a) The State already hasin place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4

b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4

¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4

SRR

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Votersin other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back W
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Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
(] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
Leata’ 70 Love (iTitin OulMesms.

B e —

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

1 Definitely Yes
[x] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[ ] Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 T What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12.What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[ MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? g24 14

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

&4 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16.What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24 Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

] 45-54

[] 55-64

B4 Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

» Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside p
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
5 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(7 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything Alot
[ Nothingatall (] Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority € > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 C_Q

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

A GO e Ve, B e De e m e 1.2 3 4 &)
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 ﬁ»@ C_—}/ 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, X

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), indluding rebuilding

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 @ 5
I)Watersewer street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5
Q4..50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low N High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5




05 . Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 2 ] ) 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 &2 J 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County, 1 2 @ 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5

..........................................................................................................................

f) While vaters in Park County would have the oppartunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years, 1 @ 3 4 5
@) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.Foliowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
Not:ﬁn‘ﬁll 4 " ".'gry'
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvindng = " Convinding
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ §

.............................................................................................................

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have 1
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 é&/ 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse, 1 2 3

............................................................. 2 4 B 0 408 444 4R RS S e AR R RS ARG ER RN EE S S R

X
4
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including i
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 C___A} 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax n Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3

g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back P




PUBL[C OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
Probably No
(1 Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What s your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? fa .
> =
5200y

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

obably Yes

ﬂubably No

[ Definitely No
[ Don't know/No Opinion

Q1 0. i park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Jax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regaﬁing the difference between thesetwotaxes.) (Please check one)

[l

efinitely Yes

Prabably Yes

[] Probably No

(] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

(] 0-5Years

[] 610 Years
11-20Years
More Than 20 Years

Q1 4., Whatis your zip code?

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)
/Efln Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
[] 45-54
55-64
(] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating’

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Cark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County  CityofCody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—pPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpese Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your hqusehgld, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q] « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
] Hardly anything (] Alot
] Nothing at all [] Some

(] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3.There area number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item);

Low . High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 3 4 5

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cady to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low y , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Reareation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5
hndngbrammnty sl oo s domentes bodbaksadBosandGikCibs 1 2 3 4§
FYE———————————— - T S T



QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ¥ ¥ (onvindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Wrth the oil and gas industry struggllng statewme now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
t] Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle Iarge Jnfrastructure projects, rather than ralsmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted froma 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park Cc-unty 1 2 3 4 5

e}The 1% General PurposeTax will costthe average household in Park (ounty an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will llkely bea hardshlp for many iow -income fam|l|esand seniorsona ﬁxed income. 1 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Votersin other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.Fuffﬂwmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not At {-'tll F ~ ‘.'gry'

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues tatwinting = oy

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep anly 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 E 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Taxwould be distri buted based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would goto Park County, 34% to Cody 229 6t0 Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, accordmg to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases food, fuel, femhzer livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpuse Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

......................................................................................................................................................

g) Fora §10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »



pUBLlC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

%ig;gniteiy No
't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please chedk one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or

~ "No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

}E\Age 65 or Older

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[ 11-20Years
MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? &Q 2| _Li_{ <
Z
\

e

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
Jg\n Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality) U
(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality) \\ U

[:] Don't Know / Not Sure
\?Jd\ :

N

Thank you for participating!

Q] 6.Whatisy0urage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
(] 45-54
[] 55-64

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners

Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us




