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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody . Cityof Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—he funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed “Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that, We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax i pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 . Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
X Aot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardlyanything [ Alot
[J Nothing at all Some

[] Alittle

[_] Nothing atall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storageand S
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, )
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 Cf)
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, _
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 (4;‘ 5
) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at cormers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of AB,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant __
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Llow . High
Priority ¥ ”  Priority
a) Reqeation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3 @ > 3




05. Following are some arguments peaple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Mot

Very
Convindng ™ * Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25%increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1$ 2 3 4 5

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; _/

¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income‘@ 2 3 1 5
f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. @ 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 5

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being “Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll " 'd's_!ry.

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing ™ " Convincing

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, T~

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why -

21 0f23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 (4 2 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 B 49

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 @ 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding s
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 B 5

) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

Survey continued on back W



PUBL[C OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. Ifan election were held today, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose} a 1% General Purpose Sales & lise Tax within Park County for

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,

gn sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

[ Prebably No

[ Definitely No

(] Den't Know/No Opinion

03. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" {infavor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
0 ProbablyYes
[, Probably Mo
Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1Park County pursued a 1% “Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

: ot/ rovte.
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Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please check one)

7] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
11-20 Years
More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? §>4 14

Q15. Doyou live in town or out of town?

{Please check one)

= InTown (inside the incorporated Municipality)

[J Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please chedk one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund [ 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [ 25-34Years
o, roads, streets, alleys, curbys, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or O] 4-4
"No" {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [],35-64
reqardingthe difference between these two taxes) {Please chedk one) ﬁﬁqe 65 or Older

Definitely Yes
[ ProbablyYes
[ Probably No
[ Definitely No
{71 Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

[fyou have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayer & Coundil Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: {307) 527-751T1
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.dtyofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Toll Free: 1(800}786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@ctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

i ith thi ?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects or sttould nat=—be fundedwith thes fypeoftad
throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of Before (umpleting the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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7 PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 «» Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of reveres that go
Aot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything T Alot
] Nothing at all [] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item);

low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need ofimprovements. 1 2 3 4 CS/)
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their usefullife and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water sforage and _ '

water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. Q2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, ~
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @), 2 3 4 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding —
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. \1) 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of ABCand D avenues,and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). w 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 (2 3 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @) 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. Q) 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments peaple have made against Park County's 19% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scafe from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Cowincing™ and 5 being "Very Convindng’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotatAll L Vary
Convincing ™ v Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's teo much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now s not the time to be inreasing taves. 102 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d)Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as 7

a result of fewer purchases beng made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5,
€)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5
f) While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Voters in other counties f

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 4 \fb)
g) ltmakes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spedific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet -

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convinding', how would you rate each of the fellowing arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please dirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , | Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Mesteetse, revenues Comvinging " Convinding

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5
b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyorning have approved the 1% General Purpase Tax. @ 2 3 4 5
€ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal efection in Park County. The taxwould have

to be approved by vaters every four years for it to continue. [ @ 3 4 5

d} Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed hased on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 196 to Meeteetse, 1 ) 3 4 5

€) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tay, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, faed and farm equipment. CD 2 3 4 5

g} Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our O
1 2

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 3 4 5

Survey continued on back



PUBUC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07 « Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance indluding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
efinitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
Mot needp 0/

09. Ratherthana full one (1) percent sales and use tay, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
[P Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10.fpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 17-20Years

1" More Than 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please checdk one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

("] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6.Whatisy0urage? (Please check one)

Tax—ratherthan a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details L] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) [ ge 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
(] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phane: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcady-wy.gov

Phane: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in thisimportant Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[]?(5 =l familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[] Hardly anything [ Alot

] Nothing atall (], Some

o Alittle
] Nothing at all

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2
b) Repairing or replacing roadwaysin Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 ‘

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2

Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low “ ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 @ 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 @ 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3




QS.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 b:.jing “Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll < V.'_ary.

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Conviaong ™ Conmash

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & UseTax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have _

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 )

&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our ~
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 (2 3 4 5

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Not AtAll . Very
_ Convingng ¥ " Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
c) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. @ 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet ~

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 Q) 4 5

Survey continued on back V



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or "No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

E]‘/Deﬁnitely\’es
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or “No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

E’ﬁeﬁniteiy Yes

[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

QT T What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[S6-10Years

[] 11-20 Years

[7] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14.What is your zip code? _‘%E?ﬂi_L
%7 Uy

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[&Th Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)

] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years
[] 25-34 Years
5-44 Years
] 45-54
[] 55-64
[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcady.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
wwuw.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org



BRIDGE IN PARK COUNTY

AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody « City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyouropinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside p
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for particigating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your hu_usehqld, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed in_formatinn, Ijow much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [ Alot
[] Nothingatall (] Some

[X] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3.There area number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drdle one number next to each item):

Low ., High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehicle safety. I z 3 & @ i
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, waterstorageand ----------------------------
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 > 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ™ " Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 (:zj 3 4 5
A —————————————. T R U SR
Endowmenstogoovard peating s cfswimmingpods ecebn s andsirs. o2 @ 4 s



QS « Following are some arquments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not A€ Al C Very
Convincing ¥ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @) 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties :

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3 4 5

Qﬁ.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing = " Convincing
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5)
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 ©)
o) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 ®

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax n Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

Survey continued on back P



PU BLIC OP[N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. Ifan election were held today, would you vote"Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

X Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
] Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
EIT neper
O R Lway s,
v /

o dl
</ 5,' ears

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

(1 Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[ Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Cgrwn%t;paﬂ—o&

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years |
[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[ More Than 20 Years

Q1 4, what is your zip code? ﬂﬂi

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

4 Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34 Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

55-64

[1 Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . CityofCody - CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse
l MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. - Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

= Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof ~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

i ' ing the 1% General P Taxand d
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and Itk egasing e 146eneral Purmase axand propased e

aae : ) : of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is setin stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback, We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retuned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
5 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
1 Nothing atall L] Some

X Alittle

[] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

High

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety.

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance.

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding .

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5
|)Water,sewer street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circde one number next to each item):

low . High

Priority ¢ > Priority




QS.FoHowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 bejng "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll | Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng " Rasincng

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

g) For a $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our :
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with T being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll o, Very
_ Convincing 7 Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. @ 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet Q
1

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »
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PUBL]C OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[ Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Taxproposal? | _
ﬁfg \é{‘{ W //530 0 "E!e‘mz‘nj infre straeture
i il

{/ s ) Trec L=
* lasaid ® ] re_cmeqh
and 1 ﬂ}:’-‘ﬂﬂ P iS Fo ~ f'}“t‘f‘ Q(‘red’c{j

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percentsaies and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(1 Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
BX) Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
o, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
¢ Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

“’)/Xl’t_ /s D/ﬂnﬂ&c/ fonr CJQ’"‘* cz/n:/
‘)C Fnu '(*UHCZS gre G/ﬁgzdﬂtJT/t'f/ é:rf;’-’“

pogde ata s

Q12.What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

M}Rn{:wn a ?LA-"< 7£7’7\e"“

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
11-20 Years
[] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. Whatisyourzipcode? 2 ¥3.5

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Qut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

] 55-64

Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years aqo, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

l MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retumn the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. sefore receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[] Some

(] Hardly anything A Alot

[ Nothing atall (] Some
] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 ( ;) 3 4 5 ‘‘‘‘‘
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody fo |mpr0veﬁre protectmn,waterstorageand llllllll T
water system maintenance. C]:) 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
_____ and iigation syster improvernents. ()2 3 4
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 (D

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody.

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding :
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 @ 3 4 5

..............................................................................................................................

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Berard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5

........................................................................................................................ ™ \ M sraner Fressesarirrasetnsies

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant @
1 2 3 4 5

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing.

Q4.50me residents wouldlike to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low .,  High
Priority ™ 7 Priority
a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 §

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior dtizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. { y . 3 4 5




Q5. Following are some arquments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments s a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At Al Ve
Convincing 7 (Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to &
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Votersin other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some argquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 7 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Covinlag ™ " (Concny
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, ,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 P
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why i
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 Q' J
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would goto Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @

.................................................................................................................................................................

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County, 1 2 3 i (\l
g

................................................

res_igjents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back W




PUBUC OP]NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes

Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QS.What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

—

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Prabably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q“J. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—ratherthan a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
10, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes,) (Please check one)

R4 Definitely Yes
L] Probably Yes
] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

/
~

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% Gene/r_al Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

-

il

e
—

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years
[ZA"More Than 20 Years

01 4, Whatis yourzip code? j&[&[_

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Outof Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q16. whatisyourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

£4 45-54

[] 55-64

[] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.ctyofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

»  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



TR s L T e e s e LS
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play animportant role in whether or not a 1

Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please re}::]ew ﬂlayfnlluwiﬂg questions, review with other n?z;%r;t:;al
of your ho_usehgld, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, I}GW much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
e familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything 4 Alot
[ Nothingatall [ Some
[] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank offof Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, water storageand

water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irigation system improvements. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutterand sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding ;

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
|}Watersewer street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water

distribution fine replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5




05. Fqllo:ﬂirlxrg are some arguments p.enple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Canvincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arquments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll L Very
Comvindng 4 y . o
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding anather 19 sales and use tax e Convindng
isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes, 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Loca! retailers could be negatively impacted from a 19 sates and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year, That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5
f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax n every four years. 1 @ 3 4 S
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spexific Purpose Tax rather thana 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 196 Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two faxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

06. Following are some arguments people have made infavor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. Gn a scale fram 110 5, with 1 being “Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convindng', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please cirde one number next to each item);

NotAtAll | . Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng = " Convindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
b)Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemnments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢} The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5
d)Reverues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Foreample, 3% ofthe taxrevenueswouldgotoPark County, 3% ooy, DptoPoveland toMeeteese. 1 2 (3) 4 S
@) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax weuld include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Reventee estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by traveters from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents, For a 5100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable ampunt to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our

ablity to attract and retain bocal businesses in Park County. 12 @ 45

Survey continued on badk




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote Yes™ (in favar) or*No”
(to appose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance includinlg, bt not limited )
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chack one)

(] Definitely Yes

] ProbablyYes

A, Probably No

[ Definitely No

[_1 Don't Know/No Cpinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

pProCeTS.
Q « Rather than a full one {1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a V2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projedts that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No” {to oppose) this
proposal? {Please chedk one)

[ Definitely Yes
] Probabiy Yes
Probably No
[ Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1fpark {ounty pursued a 19 "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 "1 What more would you like to know, or what question{s) woufd
you ike answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

be used.

Q1 2. What other communityimprovement projects, if any, should he
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[J 6-10Years

[J 11-20Years

More Than 20 Years

Q14.Whatisyuurzipcode? 224 4

Q1 5.00 you five in town or out of town?

(Please chedt ene)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town {Outside the Incorporated Municipality}
] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whats yourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 19 "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund.—~, [ 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance includin L] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, Brioges, [0 3544 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or [ 45-54
“No" (to oppose} this prapasal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional detais 55-64
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please chedk one) [ Age 65 or Older
[ Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
Probably No
(] Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for partidpating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody Ciity of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Coungil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
(ody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414
Phone; (307) 527-7511 Phone: (307} 754-5106 Phane: 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com Fax; 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.cityofcody-wy.gov www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us



BRIDGE IN PARK COUNTY

AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. -

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

] MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

+  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside



A ST S R i Ve e B R R e P R R
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the followmg questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q] « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

Sitie familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

Hardly anything (] Alot
[] Nothing atall (] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothingat all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to’5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 p) 3 4
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. ] 2 3 4
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storageancl """""""""""

water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 4 5
e) (Ump!enng ADA ramp pro;eds thmughout Cndy to |mpruve accessmmty forpersons with dlsabslitles 1 2 4 5
f) RE[nnstructmg Beacon Hill Road and a section of Shendan Avenue, as well as 29th Streetcurb

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh) mcludmg rebu&ldlng

the water ||ne streetwmenlng storm dralns curb gutterand 5|dewalks trees; and ADA pro;ects 1 2 @ 4 5

h] Storm drainage improvements along Dnnsmn Street in Powell—from A\renue Eto Sew.renlh Street—l ncludmg
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repavmg of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 4 5

|) Water sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, mcludmg 65 year-nld water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. T 2 3 4 5
Q4.Some residents would like to see a 19 General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):
Low | . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation- reiated projects Ilke blke paths hall f elds horse trails and skate parks 1 2

b) Fundmgforwmmumtygruupsand organlzanons ||I<e senior citizen centers, food banks and Boysand Girls Clubs. 1 2 ® 4 5
c) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools recreation centers and ssmﬂarfau lities. 1 2 @



QS.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincng ™ v
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. T 2 g 4

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax wouid have

to be appmved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5
.................................................................................................................................................. _ I -
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. - - . -~ . &

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park (ounty, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 4 )
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm eqmpment 1 2 3 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be pald by travelers from outside Park Cnunty 1 2 3 4
g) Fora 51{} pmchase the taxisan addmonal 10 cents. Fora 51{]{) purchase the faxisan add|tmna| $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. : 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ Following are some arquments people have made against Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to’5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing"and 5 being "Very Convincing, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | ., Very
Convincing ¥ 7 Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. m 2 3 4 5
h\\'mh the oil and gas mdustry strugglmg statewude now is not the time to be mcreasmg taxes. @ 2 3 M 5
c) Park (nunty, [ody, Powell and Meeteetse should be semng a5|de existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 2 3 4 5

.........................................................................................................................................................

)The 1% General PurposeTax will cost the average household in Park Counryan addltlona[ $80 per year. That
amountofa taxincrease W|f| hkely bea hardsh:p formany low- mcomefamlllesand seniors on a fixed income. 1 3 4 5

f]Whlle votersin Park (0unty would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. o 2 3 i 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than 3 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet @
2 3 4 5

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.)

Survey continued on back V




PUBL[C OP[N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(tooppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but notlimited

to, roads,streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,

water Sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q&Whatisyour main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? 89

—
-

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

010. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years

11-20Years
More Than 20 Years
Q1 4. Whatis yourzip code? __gzv‘_ﬁj[

Q1 5. 00 you livein town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
QOut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund (] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited (] 25-34 Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or ] 45-54
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) @ Age 65 or Older
% Definitely Yes

Probably Yes
[] Prabably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us



AVEUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

ABSAROKA STREET IN POWELL

"~ WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « City of Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

l MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strang county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[T] Hardly anything (] Alot
[] Nothing atall [ Some

(] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3. There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ™ " Priority
a} Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 @ 3 4 5
b} Repairing urrepfattng roadwaysin Park Countytu extend theiruseful fe and enhance vehicle safety. @ 2 3 4 5

c) [onstructlnga water storagetankoff of Beacon Hillin Codytn improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance.

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system parts uf the existing storm drainage system,
and irrlgattun system mermrements

..................

f) Recnnstructmg Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk i impmvements in Cody.

9) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh} mdudmg rebuilding
the water line; street v-ndenlng, storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects

.....

®

E) Completing ADA ramp projects thmughout Cody 0 tmprt}ve BCCESSIbIht}f for persons with disablities. M 2 3 4 5
O
(2

h} Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—lntludlng

ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). ® 2 3 4 5
}Water sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball ﬁe[ds, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

b} Funding for community gmups and argamzatmns like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs, @ 2 3 4 5

c] Endowments to go toward Upemnng costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 - 5




Q5.Follnwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. Gn a scate from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reasan ta vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y ey
a) With the State ofWyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenes Convindng ™ " Convincing
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5

b} Untike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments gat to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 95% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This s animportant reason why
210of 23 countiesin Wyommg have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @

€} The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 4 5

..................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Taxwould be distributed based on size of population.
For example 43% of the tax revenues would goto Park County, 34%to Cody 22%to Powelland 1%to Meeteetse. (1 2 3 4 5

e} There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases food fuel femhzer Iwestod(, feed and farm eqm pment. @ 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from avoter- appmved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
PurpuseTax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. @ 2 3 4 L

g) For a $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this 3 reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @

Q6 Fullowmgare some arguments people have made against Park County's 196 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convindng ¥ Convindng
a} The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is a 25% increase, That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) w:m the ml and gasmdustry struggling statewlde now isnot the timeto bemcreasmg taxes, 1 2 3 4 @
0 'Park County (ody, Powell and Meeteetse should be settlng a5|de existing tax dollars to
tackle farge infrastructure projects, rather than ralsmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers couid be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a resultof fewer purchases being made W|th|n Park County, 1 2 3 4 @
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amnunt of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 /9

...........................

f)WhlIe voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep vctlng the tax in every four years, 1 2 3 4 ZS}
g) lt makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spedific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 196 Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. {Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 (G) 4 5
Survey continued on back P



PUBLIC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vote Yes” {in favor) or"No”
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
1o, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, starm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please check cne)

(] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

[] Probably No

Definitely No

"1 Don't Know/io Opinion

QS. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

i
Tax proposa C)C’R L0CAL 5 . ,|7.'
4 7y) /7

., i

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote “Yes” {in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please chedk one)

A

[ Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[X[ Definitely No
{1 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. fPark Cou nty pursued a 1% “"Spedfic Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor} or
“No" (1o oppose) this proposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaes.) (Please chedk one)

[ DefinitelyYes
] Probably Yes
] Probably No
DX Definitely No
() Don't Know/Wo Opinion

01 T« What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

¥ D ORe=

i/
R DA LARS wtEr wWisee

WHASYE o) 2

Q1 2., What other commun ity improvement projects, ifany, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fafl?

LAEARA TD (L JVE Al T/ Sy
PUDEET /e FRIATE CrizEnw
<+ Ruaswess AAVE TD Do

Q1 3. How leng have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

[ 0-5Yeass ~
(] 6-10Years

1 11-20Years

2k Mare Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis yourzipcode? B2 ¢ 3 5~

Q1 5.00 you live intown or out of town?
(Please check one)

nTown {Inside the incorporated Municipatity)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16. whatis your age? {Please chedcone)
] 18-24Years

[J 25-34Years

[ 35-44Years

[ 4554

kd 55-64

[ Age 65 orQlder

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Pawell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

(ody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.ctyofcody-wy.gov

Phone: {307} 754-5106
admin@«ityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meateetse Park County Commissicners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phane; 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510

Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: {307) 527-8515
meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkiounty.us
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AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and streetimprovements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

» Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 19 General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will beindependently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Eome familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[7] Hardly anything [ Alot
[] Nothing atall Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 3 @4/ 3

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5

0) improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5

..................................................................................................................................... s B R A e S S

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5
R A——E—————————— " S
FEATHAS——————————y———— 4 S



05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties S
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2) 3 4 5

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.&}liowing are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll " \lgry.
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cawindag: ™ " Convining
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 < 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse, 1 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
Survey continued on back »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continved from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” {in faver) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please chedk one)

(7 Definitely Yes

[ Probably Yes

[ Probably No

(1 Definitely No

[} Don't Know/No Opinion

0,3. What s your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favar) ar "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? {Please chedc ane)

("] Definitely Yes
[ ProbablyYes
[ Probably No
1 Definitely No
[x] Don't Know/No Gpinion

Q1 0. itpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement prajects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposalif pursued this fall?

s G gl pple-
, v o=

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

] 6-10Years

[ 1M-20Years

[ More Than 20 Years

S H i

01 4 Whatis your zip code?

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedk one)

In Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Qutsicle the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Don't Know / Mot Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age/ (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% “General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund (7 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited L] 25-34Years
to, foads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes” {in favor) or [ 45-54
"No (to oppose) this proposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 3564
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one) [F-Age 65 or Oider
(] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[J Definitely No
(¥ Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questicns ahout this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissionars
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,
Cody, WY 824143713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: {307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcady.com
www.cityofody-wy.gov

www.townofimeeteetse.orng

Phone: 307-668-2278
Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - Cityof Powell .« Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years aqo, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided, Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Ql » Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, incdluding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
("] Hardly anything [] Alot
[] Nothing atall L] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority ¢ —  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need cfimpmvements 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful lf and enhance vehlcle safe’fy 1 2 SE 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to i lmpmve fire prntectton water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e} Eompletmg ADA ramp pro;ects throughout Eody to improve acce55|b|I|ty for persuns W|th dlSEbtlttlES 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructlng Beacnn Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curh
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), mdudlng rebmldmg
thewater Ilne street wuienmg storm drains; curb, gutter and 5|dewalks trees; and ADA prcqects 1 2 3 g 5
h) Storm drainage improvements atong Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—lncl udlng
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repawng of Seventh Street {fmm Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
l) Water sewer, street and sotld waste management projectsin Meeteetse indluding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5
;t.;e;ttttt;.teteettlmunlt}fgmupsandorgamzatmnshkesemorcmzen centers, food banks and BG)t;and Girls Clubs. 12 .............. 3 ............... 4 ............... 5 .....
c)Endowmentsmgo towarduperanng costs of swimming pools, recreation center;and 5|m|1;r‘faalmes 1 2 3 4 5



QS. Following are scme arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing'; how wauld you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed

?
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to eachitem): Not ALAll Very

g ¢ »
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng Convining
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer ang other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep anly 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 9936 of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties tn Wyoming have approved the 1% General PunposeTax 1 2 3 4 5
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 S

) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Formp!e, 43%ufthetax revenues wou!d goto Park County, 34%t0(0dy 22%t0 Powelland 1%t0Meeteetse 1 2 3 4 5

e)There aie 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, accordmg to State Statute 39-15-105, incleding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5

f} Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated [nsadeYellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from cutside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additicnal $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ahility to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal, On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
Al Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convinding”, how would you sate each of the following arguments as a reason to voie AGAINST Park County's proposed
196 General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to eadh item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place @ 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
I:) Wlth the 0|I and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taves. 1 2 3 4 5

_ <) Park (uunty, Cody, PoweII and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large mfrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retallers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year, That

amount ofa tax increase wﬂl Ilkely be a hardshlp for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5
f) While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, its unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keepvotlng the taxin everyfuur years. 1 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 19 Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% Geneuai Purpuse

Tax. The 1% Spedfic Purpose Tax goes away ance the spacific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »




PUBL]C OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote”Yes” (in favor} or"No”
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alfeys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please check one}

(] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

] Probably No

[J Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or "No” {to oppose) this
proposal? {Please check one}

] Definitely Yes
[ Probahly Yes
] Probably No
(] Defnitely No
[”) Don't Know/No Gpinion

Q1 0. 1ipark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 136 "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in faver) or
"No" (to appose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reganding the difference between these two taxes) (Please dheck one)

] Definitely Yes 4//’ Py 72"

3 Probably Yes
3 Probably No
[] Definitely No

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12. what other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How Jong have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)
[} 0-5Years
(] 6-10Years
L] 13-20Years
ore Than 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
{Please check one)
11 (inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Qut of Town {Qutside the Incorporated Municpality)
(1 Don't Know /Not Sure

Q16. whatisyourage? {Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[ 35-44Years

[] 45-54

Age 65 or Older

’ .
Lok Cacnly (57 aarare oF

St WMalierns S 0o ¥y

3 Don't Know/No Opinion &/ 7 jof // Pt 7o addd T& e aT sty

Thank you for participating!

if you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

(ody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: {307) 527-7511 Phene: (307) 754-5106
Fax: {307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpawell.com

wwiw.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Conumissioness
Mayar & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkeounty.us
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\WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County  CityofCody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or Sth Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priarity infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

- Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

r Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 19 General
Purpose Sales & Use Taxis pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
A7 lot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ ] Alot
] Nothing atall B’SOTE

[] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item);

Low | . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Repalnﬂg Park County’s brldges that are in the greatest need of improvements. T 2 3 @ 5
b} Repalnng orreplacing madways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody toimprove acceSS|h|]|tyfor persons W|th dlsabllmes @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm dralns curb ,gutter and 5|dewalks rees; and ADA projects 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in ?owell—from Avenue Eto Seventh Stree:—rndudzng

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (fmm Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
) Water, sewer, street and SO|ld waste management projectsin Meeteetse- |ncludmg65yearuldwater --------------------------------------------------------

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 S

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):
Low ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related pro;ects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5




Q5.Folluwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. Gn a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Nt
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to eachitem):

RotAtAll | L | Yoy

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues (onvindng ™ " Convindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are mora important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

fecal governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is animportant reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 196 General Purpose Tax. @ 2 3 4 5
€} The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d)Revenues froma voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43%of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%1to Cody, 229 to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse, 1 2 3 4 @

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5

Nationa! Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. i 2 @ 4 5

g} Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additicnal 10 cents, For a 160 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.60. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

06. Following are soma arquments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reasan to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please drdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAl y  Very
Convindng ¥ (onvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 19 sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the oil and gasindustry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dolfars to

tackle [arge infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 1 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
}The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @
f) While voters in Park Ceunty would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in ptace for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down ance it's in place. Votersin other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g} It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spedfic Purpose Tax rather than a 136 General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Spedfic Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) i 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back



PUBUC OP”\”ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or"No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
("] Probably Yes
@’f’mbably No
[] Definitely No
(1 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q&What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax prODUSBPQD (/ e {Cme £ t/a‘ftv—n //"/

7

AT O enret—zs .

-

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes

[Prabably No
[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. 1fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would _
you like answered, aboutthe proposed 1% General PurposeTax?Bj W*L

Log s L el bwf- Ldone, Losa

e wéz«,éa /Zﬁm,bz (M/—* M{}/wu/z/‘

.ﬂﬁé‘é&ﬁ_ﬁ’m%fm

0,1 2. What other cummunlty improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

0_1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

A 11-20Years

[ ] MoreThan 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (lnside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details L] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) I’Age 65 or Older
[ Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414
Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone: (307) 754-5106 Phone: 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.cityofcody-wy.gov www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody « Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

l MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?
L

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down « What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Ta, I%I(Jp;mnal Tax or 5th rgent Em' Proceeds of the 1% General . Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax wpud ave gone toward road and street_lmprovements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. +  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

X information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and EERENE E bR Propo

g ; x > of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

, Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the compasition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 0,2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) pes of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
p percentag 9
[] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
o familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

(] Hardly anything (] Alot
[ Nothingatall [ Some

] Alittle

& Nothing at all

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Llow . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 \D
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4) 5
9] Cﬁﬁgfructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and _“\.‘,W...
water system maintenance. (1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, -
andirrigationsystem improvements. 1 2 3/ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Aventé) as well as 29th Streat curb, .
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 Q 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
i) Wate rsewe r, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, indluding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each ofthe following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low High
Priority % ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks, 1 2 Q/} 4 5




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arquments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
) Convincing ¥ (Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 ") 6 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes 1 2 3 C/' 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @_/
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
€) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That ~

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 (_3/ 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties =
keep uotlng the taxin e\rery four years 1 2 3 4 G

g) It makes more sense furPark Countyto pursuea 1%Specrﬁc Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 CB? ) 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ey

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cenviadng: ™ oy

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, -

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3) 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why .

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpuse Tax 1 ‘. G ) & 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have ~

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 (i!/j 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example 43% ofthe tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Eody, 22% fo Powell and 1 ﬁto Meeteetse 1 2 3 @/ 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including 5
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equrpmenr 1 'G/_) 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General =
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 Q )

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our —
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 Q/J 5

Survey continued on back V




PUBLIC OPl NION SU RVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
] Probably No
P4 Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Taxproposal?
T lasts doo\ovg - 4 grs, Gl ‘the dag affe-

lx—th?civ

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

("] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. fpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
Probably No
(] Definitely No
[7 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Moo wriai Yo thuse peoyects been Sumded and why @ ¥ new
nok suffiaent % Whal eoidence is Hnove to St thet e funds cant

be feead by Cuthing ok ehechere ie, pvod that oferahod G Kluin
ina fucally gﬂth eftiuent manner, fr xampl, Five head e quys whp
Work b Ha wrker degartment spepd $he gk how or 180 af copric
Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, ffany, should be 4rtur
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fail?“ﬁésm
gl Lo
e ¢ ey a
(s b‘-"tdhi Tang
"'I‘{‘Un o fltfj{}&
WY agly ma
e wh iy woork doon

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area? by Peairy Gutatn ana thy

(Please check one) Museium LaatSusvimer|
[] 0-5Years fal. Cotd Hat PR et
] 6-10Years hawe kv Canpuld ¢t
] 11-20Years less cosl with less idle
@ More Than 20 Years i ::mﬂa bethe s

_]“LCLVI n"q-\-] Q.N(‘{ruv
Q14. Whatis yourzipcode? § 2 4 | Pres it

'Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Don'tKnow / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[ ] 25-34Years
35-44 Years
45-54
[] 55-64
[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
WWW. Iownufmeelee[se.org

Tall Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

} MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016, All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, indluding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[er - familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[ Hardly anything [ Alot

] Nothingatall [] Some

A-Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3. there are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item);

low . High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 3 3 4 ;
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire proiect'i”oh‘, water storage e

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvernents along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
|)Water5ewerstreet and solid waste managemént‘ﬁfajé'cts in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ Priority

a) Reareation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 @ 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 @ 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): okt Very

b

Convindng ™ ” Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden.

b] Wrth the oil and gas mdustry strugglmg statewide, now is not the time to he increasing taxes.

c} Park Counry Cudy, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes.

..............................................................................................................................................................

d} Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County.

e) The 1% General PurposeTax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount uf ataxincrease WI|| lrkely hea hardshlp for many Iow income famllles and Seniors on a ﬁxed inco 2 3 4 5

f}WhHe votersin Park (ounty would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General PurposeTax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties

I-:eep vmlng the taxin every four yea Is. @ 2 3 4 5
g} II makes more sense for Park Cou nty to pursue a 1% Specrﬁc Purpose Tax rather than al1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Speific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Qﬁ.Follnwmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale fram 1o 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
NotAtAll , ey

Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects.

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax.

<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue.

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to PoweH and 1% to Meeteetse

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, Iwestock feed and farm equipment.

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpc-seTax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park (ounty

g)Fora$10 purchase the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase the taxisan addltmnal $1 00 Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County.

Survey continued on back W




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held teday, would you vote “Yes” {in faver} or"No”
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance incuding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Bﬁneﬁnitely‘(es
[ Probably Yes
] Prohably No
1 Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Gpinion

Qﬁ.What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1} percent sales and use tax, if Park
{ounty pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number ofinfrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote “Yes” {in favor) or "No® (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please chedk one)

(] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
(J Probably No

/%gzﬁnﬁely Ne
't Know/No Opinion

Q0. 1fpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & ise
Tax—rather than & 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
1o, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No” (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional detals
regarding thedifference betweenthese twotaxes }(Please diedk ane)
[] DefinitelyYes
hahly Yes

Probably No
{7 Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would yhu like to know, or what quastions) would
you like answered, about the proposed 19 General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What ther community improvement projects, if any, should be
induded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. Howlong have you been a resident in the area?
{Please check one)

(] 0-5Years

] 6-10Years

P 11-20Years

[ MoraThan 20 Years

01 4. Whatis your zip code?

Q1 5.00 youl live in tawn or out of town?

{Please check one)

(1 InTown {Inside the incorporated Municipality)

%Uut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don‘t Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. What's your age? (Please chedi ane)
] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

(] 35-44Years

7] 45-54

[(F55-64

(] Age65orQlder

Thank you for participating!

if you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 M Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@<ityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: {(307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PG Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcaunty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

Park County . CityofCody -« City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

3 Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax an the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Aot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [3}-Afat
[ Nothing atall L Some

] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
<\
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 QB;) 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadwaysin Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and ~\
water system maintenance. 1 2 (3 ) 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, "'4
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at coners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and e
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 w 4 5
i) Watéf; sewer street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant i
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Sorne residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects witha 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | High

'Y

Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. ® 2 3 4 5




05 Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincdng ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 5 )
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to :

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 CSJ,
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. ] 2 @ 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 4 5

06. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll Very

Y

Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep anly 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why )
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 / 4 5

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have -
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 é '

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, accarding to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 10 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General N

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County, 1 2 3 4 Q )
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our )

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back V>




PUBLIC OP“\“ON SURV EY continued from inside

Q7. I an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
] Probably No
(] Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

["] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

] Probably No

(] Definitely No
[}-Bon't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[C] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[J.Bon't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvemnent projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q] 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 11-20Years

[ Afore Than 20 Years

Q1 4. Whatis your zip code?

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

AN Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

[LAGe 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Town of Meeteetse
Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax; 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.orq
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - CityofPowell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—he funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

0,1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
%) Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything L Alot
] Nothing atall X] Some

(] Alittle

] Nothing atall

Q3. mhere are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circde one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 &)
b) Repairing or replacing roadwaysin Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin (nd}r‘to‘iﬁprove fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 3) 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
andirrigation system improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 {_2) 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ (onvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @) 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 ’G) 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That -

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 B) 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down onceit'sin place. Voters in other counties :
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet =
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 (BJ 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1ta 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvincing " Famiingng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, A~
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. (1/ 2 3 B 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 0f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. (D 2 3 4 5

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue.

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 7])

]
w
'
(%51

&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment.

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 19 General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property valuesand our ~ /~,
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. Q) 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBL[C OP]N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, ifany, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
Gt shold 1o within B35 means

a2 wo o5 cihzend hoye +o  There 15

s no  ¢onttol Yt Tor lnstonce the ey
wouldaV tarsg Mu by tabes” anywy £o Junl

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent salés and use tay, if Park * #2) éct,

County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[ ] Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Speific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

N/A

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Non €

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

/@: More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatisyourzipcode? € 2 2 ) 4

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
In Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

<t 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

(] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.dityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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BEACON HILL ROAD IN CODY STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY
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AVEU B IN POWELL WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody . Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down «  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Pm(eed‘s of the 1% General « Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyeming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and g}fgﬁ:teﬁf Fegaing the 136 Gemetal Eds ok and proponca e
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or nota 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [ Alot
[] Nothing atal [] Some

(] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circdle one number next to each item):

Low , MHigh
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repalrmg Park County’s hndges that are in the greatest need of 1mpmvements 1 2 3 4 (/13)
b) Hepamng orreplacing madways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire pmfé&faﬁu;.'&ater storage and
water system maintenance. G) 2 3 4 5
d} Upgracllng Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system
and irrigation system improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects thmughout Cody to lmprova accesszinhty forpersons with disabilities, 1 2 3 4 &
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Shendan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, =
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. ) 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), mciudlng rebmldmg ~
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 K2) 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and P~
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 A 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant -
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. Q_I' ) 3 4 5

Q4.50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
Low . High
Priority ™ " Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks. (D 2 3 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ * Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax A~

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 s 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to o

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 {{—5\ )
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as E

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. T KL 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 58{} per year. That .

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 / 3) 4 5

f) While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
inplace forfouryears it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in eve ry four years. 1 2 3 4 Lj)
g) It makes more sense for Park Countyto pursuea 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet -

for additional details regarding the difference between these twao taxes.) (’i) 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIiuwIng are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comminiing -

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, =

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 (\5_ )
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep anly 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why -

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. T 2 3 4 (5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have ~

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 (3) 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% ofthetaxrevenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 B
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding "

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 o)
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General —

Purpuse Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 Q/ /3'
q) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our N\

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 (5_/1

Survey continued on back I
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PU BLIC OP[N[ON SU RV EY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote”Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

££] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Qa.Whatis our main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
y Y. 1eg El p

Tax proposal? I/\ < /ﬁg\ S
DKW ING MANAY  SEErsS
T LALS fﬂu f\*‘w“’)

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

010. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—ratherthan a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

<1 Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[ Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

e ———li

Q1 2.Whatothercommunityimprovement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

o~

=
e

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years |
K1 11-20Years |
[ MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? ©2 { 1 H

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

& InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Don't Know / Not Sure

Q] 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[ 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

K] 55-64

[] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PARK COUNTY

AVENUE B IN POWELL

STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpase Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

- Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
5 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
["] Hardly anything L] Alot
("] Nothing atall [ Some

(] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There area number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low High

b

Priority ™ 7 Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements,

water system ma intenance.

d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements.

e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout"Co-d;td imp.r.o-\-f; éccessii:-ility for persons with disabilities. 4

f) ReconstructingIBeacun Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody.

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding 3

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @ 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at corners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). @ 2 3 4 5

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ,
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2

Q4. some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 )
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 @ 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 1 5




QS.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll . Very

Convincing ¥ Convindng

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. CD 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have ﬂ

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. C ) 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. ”\

Fm example 43% Df the tax revenues weuld gu to Park (ounty 34 Btu Cudy, 22% to Powell ar:d 1%tu Meeteetse O 2 3 4 5
e] There are 49 exemptmnsfmm the 1% General Purpnse Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including ,.\

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm eqmpment 1/ 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. C 1 1 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2 3

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ., Very
Convincing ¥ 7 (Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b}Wnth the oil and gas mdustry struggllng statewide, now is not the time to be i mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
() Park County (o dy Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
Iackleiarge infrastructure projecrs rather than ralsmg taxes, 1 2 3 - CD
d) Loaal retatlers could be negatweiy impacted fruma 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park (ounty 1 2 3 @ 5
e)The 1% General PurpaseTax will cost the average household in Park(ounty anadditional 580 per year. That
amountcfa taxincrease will |I|(E|}f bea hardshlp for many Iuw -income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) While votersin Park (ounty would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep vutmg the taxin every feuryears 1 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park Ceunty to pursue a T% Speuﬁc Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back V




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote"Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

(] Probably No

], Definitely No

"] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or “No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1 park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but notlimited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would yau like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years
11-20Years

[] More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis yourzip code? ngg_/%

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedk one)

] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

ﬂge 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

ABSAROKA STREET IN POWELL

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County + Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or Sth Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

‘ MARCH 2016

»  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

- In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm, Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
ot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
oo familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[7] Hardly anything D:? lot
] Nothing atall GRE
[] Alittle

(] Nothingatall

Q3.There areanumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

b} ﬁepairing or replacir;g ma;cli.\;vay.s mParkCountyto exten

water system maintenance.
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements.

e;) L'ﬁniplering AbA ramp projects thrﬁﬁghﬁﬁf Cudy Io' frﬁprove accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 ® 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, ;.-(
gutterand sidewalk improvements in Cody. \) {2 P\ oo 2 3 4 5

g) .I-rn;;n.wen;énts in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding & w’: '-'.\\ ;o —_
nr U

ADA ramps at corners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division).

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. ]

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
/\
1 2 3 4

(WY
-9
wn

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low P ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. (® 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. @ 2 3 4 5




Q5.FOH0wing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll ., Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, D
1 2

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 3 B 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 19 General Purpose Tax. 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cady, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse.

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment.

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. D
1

f) Revenue from a voter-a pproved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County.

g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a 5190 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our v
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convincing ¥ ¥ (Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax ~
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
h)Wlth the ml and qas mdustrystmggllng statewmle now is not the time to he mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be semng aside existing tax dollars to \
tacklelarge infrastructure pmjects rather than ralsmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retallers could be negatwely |mpacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park Cnunty 1 @ 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park Ccunty an addltmnal $80 per year. That y
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardshlp for many luw mcnmefamllles and seniors on a ﬁxed income. 1 2 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 4 5

}ltmakes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% SpeaﬁcPurpose Tax ratherthana 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet /@
2 3 4

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 5

Survey continued on back »




PUBL[C OP[N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or“"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but notlimited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No

Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
WE UAVE BEEV T&Ying 4o Sws)-
v o~

oex BAAop  AND

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

ey A\ L (v Souwn  Siws
N Bdksap s VL

Q13.How long have you been a resident in the area?

Nz ahlon l\,;‘f FOC ey heans d-(unyyPleasecheckone)

€ we 2 K Bode M TRty
Q9.Ratherthan afull one (1) percent sales and useta, if Park

County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Prebably No
efinitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes

éwably Yes
robably No :
Definitely No T\\ \S

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

CunBe o
X

<
Collad -Gl 3¢
Badshy
B]de o

s [ ] 0-5Years
®® 7] 6-10Years

11-28Years
ore Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? %

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

gae check one)

nTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[[] 5564
Age 65 or Older

i Fucy A T haw_

J*«ep\—%—Dé@\—
— we are ol

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Counil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.ctyofpowell.com

e vie. WO

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners —————
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse 2o |
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave. —_—
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414 ey

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

h t—nbe funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects naRNIe alipeca D

throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ « Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[] Some

["] Hardly anything [ Aot

[J Nothing atall [] Some
[] Alittle

[] Nothingatall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. Ga/ 2 3 4 5

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety.

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water smrageand"\
water system maintenance. 0

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, )
and irrigation system improvements.

g) Improvementsin Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding /)

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. C) 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and )

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). V2 3 4 5§

.................................................................................................................................................................................

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant @
2

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing.

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority € ”  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
Oundgforommunty goupsandrgizaonsesenon e e obanksondBoysandGsCus. 1) 2 3 4 3
dndowmenstogotovardopemingastscfswimmingpoos ecedinntesandsimrcites, ) 2 5 4 s



QS.F@Ifowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not

AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comyincng  [Komiindng
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, =
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. éﬁ 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This s an important reason why /\
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. )

I~
:w
-n

v

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have m
1

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @ 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including -

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. ‘Q\) 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General —~

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. L TF 3 3 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property valuesand our ™

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. \‘I 2 3 4 5

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with Tbeing “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ ¥ (onvincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 iﬂ
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
o) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as 1
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 (5)
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties -~
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet ’i\
for additional details reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 b

Survey continued on back V>



PUBL[C OPIN[ON SU RV EY continued from inside

Q7 If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Prabably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal

e need Lo wiake cuts Edé in

OUNv hu\dﬂe’tﬁ fusd as &Lrtﬂ{ o Hev
kou s,elazfr{ chxé)/

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursueda %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

(] Probably No

[ Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[ 1 Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[ Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Nowe . — Jets c oAt uosn e%‘a‘?h'}";ﬂ',ig

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years
["More Than 20 Years

Q14.Whatisyourzipcod37 S RY 2 3 S
Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[« Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16.Whati5yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[1745-54

] 55-64

] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Park County « CityofCody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the hallot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in wl?etherior not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the foll_owmg questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[[] Hardly anything (] Alot

] Nothingatall [ Some

[] Alittle
[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 4/ /4‘ 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their usefullife and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2/V/ /t““ ............... =
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire .[.Jlfotectiun, waterstorageand kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk "
water system maintenance. 1 2 3/4\ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, .
_ andirrigation system improvements, 1 2 Jf\/ 3 /3— 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cady to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 / 3/71 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curh,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 ) /4— 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding .
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees: and ADA projects. @ 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indludi ng
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). CD 2 3 4 5

...............................................................................................................................................................................................

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, ind uding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant /\g /
) _ %

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 5
Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 /}/ /1?1‘ 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations ike senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 5
¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilties. 1 5




Q5. Fqllqwhlg are some arguments p_eqple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
. C inc b | Ll ine
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax PR Coeicing
is a 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
9] Park[ounty,_ Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 (_9 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the apportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties e
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) [t makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet )
foradditional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ.Fcllowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll Very

b . .
Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3

.............................................................................................................................................................................

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why Cj)
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have !
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @D

..................................................................................................................................................................................

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including =\

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 (L g 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General —

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 é ) 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our f'")

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 G / 4 5

Survey continued on back V>




PUBL[C OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7 If an election were held today, would you vote"Yes" (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpase Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[\ Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q&Whatisyour main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Shoold bt A Sl DS

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[¢1-Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. Ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1%GeneralPur]mseTaL)tJ u(
gt Is T 4

Slectes ,L\{f

Ca/‘j

Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

(] 11-20Years
[idMore Than 20 Years

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or (] 45-54
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 35-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[-Probably No
[] Definitely No
"] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayar & Coundil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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BRIDGE IN PARK COUNTY

AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE
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CENTRAL AVENUE IN CODY

3 "

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody  Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased, And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

l MARCH 2016

»  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

«In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

. Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that, We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey j.nrill playan important r{}le in wl]ether.or nota 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the fol!owmg questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
_— familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
Hardly anything [A Alot
[] Nothing atall (] Some

[] Alitle
(] Nothing at all

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item);

low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need ofimprovements, 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improué ﬁre"pmtection, water storageand -
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, o
and irrigation system improvements, 1 2 B 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. i 2 & 4 5
f)Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street oy,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @) 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (fom Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in MeeteetsemcludmgﬁSyearoldwater
distribution fine replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 @ 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 @ 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. 1 @ 3 4 5




QS.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not

AtAll (cnvincing" and5 bEiﬂg "VEW Cc-nvincing” how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason !
' to vote IN FAVOR
1% General PUIPUSET&X? (Please circle one number next to each item): e - L COUﬂtYS P

' NotAtAll . Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Carsindng, " Convindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 P,

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5)

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ 7 Convincing
\\ a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
(é»; .+ isa25%increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 B 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as N
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. a) 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That @
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4

e

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it unlikely that it will be voted down once it’sin place. Voters in other counties B
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet ~
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @)

Survey continued on back V>



PUBL[C OP]N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07 If an election were held today, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance incuding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

] Probably Yes

[, Probably No
Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8 What s your main concen, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Taxproposal? ks

¢ (na wvw\ﬂw —thesa = v ygrw&w}
Qe EL‘-I/LU}QJ?H mchJ}w T %w‘: £

I’!’mm ‘Jl/\ﬂ&.ci pot o Q«O‘ﬂfi Fona +0

T oTin . AF Mawg huwni o Lt
Qg Ratherthanafui] one (1) percent salesand usetax, ifPark ¢ L/
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppase) this
proposal? (Please check one)

W
-

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
B4 Don'tKnow/No Opinion

L

o
R p

Q1 0. Ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
4 Don't Know/No Opinion

Lo /et

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, orwhat question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

013. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
B4.6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[] MoreThan 20 Years

Q1 5. Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (inside the Incorporated Municipality)

B<] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

(] 45-54

55-64

(] Age65orOlder

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « City of Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down +  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%

a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

gurpose fax, ?%Opgonaf Tax or Sth Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General - Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
urpuseTaxw_ould ave gu_netnward roadand street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. +  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

i i i IP Taxand
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and nfuretiantegandiegthe g Gesesel Cupose Tak nd proposes e

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent TR

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is setin stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P>



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play animportant role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
5 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the endlosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything X] Alot
] Nothing atall (] Some

] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low | ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s brldges that areinthe greatest need of i |mpmvement5 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park (ounty to extend therr useful ||fe and enhance vehltle safety 1 @ 3 4 5
) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, waterstorageand ~~~~— ~.

water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. ot 2 ) 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities @ 2 3 B 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

guiter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water hne street mdenmg, sterm drams curb gutter and srdewalks trees and ADF\ projects 2 3 - 5
h] Storm drarnage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Aveﬂue Eto Seventh Street—lncludmg

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant O
1 2 3 4

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 5
Q4. ome residents would like to see a 1% General Pu rpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5




Qs.Foilowmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with Tbeing "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
Not At All . Very

4

Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax.

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue,

d) Revenues from a voter- apprmred 196 General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse.

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
reaI estate purchases, food, fuel, fertiir'zer, I‘r\restncl»:r feed and farm equipment. ' 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General O
1

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County.

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax s an addrtrnnal S'E OD Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our @
2 3

ability to attract and retain local businessesin Park County.

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not AcAl iy

Convincing ¥ ¥ (Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1

¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse shouid be setting asrde exlstrng tax dollars to0
tackle Iarge infrastructure prnjects rather than raising taxes. 1

d} Local retailers could be negatively |mpacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a resultuffewer purchases herng made within Park County 1

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific PurposeTax rather than a 1% Genera! Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1

Survey continued on back P




PUBLIC OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you voteYes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
("] Probably No

Definitely No

Don't Know/No Opinion

QB.What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
JLiLkQ.h.,LﬁLm -ﬁgecx-ﬁ'@ - Vot Smaa|.

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use ta, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

("] Probably No

4 Definitely No

(1 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. f Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance indluding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
["] Probably No
(] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Nowe — eayd Q)ouq+h1wa )
need A weaw —

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Nog —

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[ ] 6-10Years

P 11-20Years

(] MoreThan 20 Years

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

X Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[ ] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

X1 45-54

] 55-64

] Age 65 or Older

Gu&mﬁ\& et
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Thank uf r participating!
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If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.ctyofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody -+ Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts——Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

= What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
(8 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything [ Alot
] Mothing at al [ Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to eachitem):

Low | ., High
Priority € ?  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 (ﬂ: ) 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and > 5 ) '
water system maintenance. 1 2 (3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, \
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 /4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 (;) 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, -
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 K ) 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), indluding rebuilding -
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 (3,,,) 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue £ to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and .
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 @ ) 5
J)Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant :
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 GJ 5

Q4.50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item);

Low , High
Priority ™ »  Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 (3@ 4 5
Bfndigforcommunty goupsandorgniztons o e ndbrsndBopsandGisubs 1 ) 3 45
FTE——————————————————" . () E
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QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 1 being "Not At
\ All Convincing" and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Pupose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Csnvindng ™ ¥ {onvindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's teo much of a tax burden, @ 2 3 4 5
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 0 2 3 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should bie setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes, @ 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax inarease as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-incame families and seniors on a fixed income.@ 2 3 4 5
f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Voters in other counties :
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Qﬁ.Following aresome arguments peaple have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale fram 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number naxt to each item):
NotAtAll Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng " Convindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

focal governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenves. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
€)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal electionin Park County, The tax would have - o~

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%toPowelland 1% to Meeteetse, 1 2 3 @ 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, accarding to State Statute 39-15-105, induding

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travefers from outside Park County, 1 2 3 4 @
@} For a $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For 2 $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey contintied on back



PUBUC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[T Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

/k/ﬂ’l 2

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(K] Probably No
(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1fpark County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q] 2. What other commu nity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20 Years

@ More Than 20 Years

01 4. Whatis your zip code? _[i;E_Lr’ /:/

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(X4 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited (] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or ] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 35-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
[T Definitely Yes
™ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.qov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.tuwnofmeeteetse.urg

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us



