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Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 3th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General . Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax wguld ha».fe gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. - Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Pui juse Tax
, . | on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% Genera than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and Lr}fggzgda;\ g 1 e uepose e and g st
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent '

funding cuts—pPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important lp!e in wt]elher_ar not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax s pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retumn the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not fam_iﬁarw_ith theinsand outs ofthe 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, incduding how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
& Aot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [ Alot
[] Nothingatal [i4-Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothingatall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
&) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @ 3 4 5

........................................................................................................

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of AB,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 @ 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution fine replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 G s

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of Tto 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low High
L A E— Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 €)) 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities, 1 2 3 @ 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. [0) 2 3 B 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 B 5

&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @ 2 3 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. @- 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 1 5

Qﬁ.Fullowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cittodg T e

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 : @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 (5 )
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................

&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

......................................................................................................................................................................................................

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4

Survey continued on back »



PUBUC OP]NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No"
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

E{’Dﬁ‘mitely Yes

(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[ Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

eap . Stupld. peeple .
T { / |

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use ta, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

@’Dﬁ'ﬂtﬁh’ Yes

(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1fPark County pursueda 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

efinitely Yes
[] ProbablyYes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
("] Don'tKnow/No Opinion o
/ ¢ YW

i 14 CﬂMJD{P-l'F /:_f_f_ o)

— See

0,1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

QXQMJD‘hoﬂﬁ-
A B }aoK c:q‘ Sor gqrﬂﬂ-\rj

o wihive

(:_ Fremo\ ‘)

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

o have plocky ner L) alroady.

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 11-20Years

[Fore Than 20 Years
Q14.What is your zip code? fo"—ﬁ-i_Li

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[&HmTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years

[[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54
64

[] Age 65 or Older

'H/u‘s Foe avoued Lo 4 &//GQJ
Frencl te 5%%@0& lhes abeut

"f’cl X Gt the -{—m,-f'L ou:f}_— Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278
Fax:307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse,org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - City of Cody « City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

‘ MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or nota 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the fnl!nwing questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not fam_iiiar w_ith theinsand outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of’revenues} thatgo
KJ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
(] Nothing atall X Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend theiruseful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
<) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and "
water system maintenance. 1 2 (3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
R e rrmreeess TN NN/ SO
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powellalong Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), indluding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 L:Z\ 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, streetand solid waste management projects in Meeteéfs;:iﬁcluding 65~yeaf;0|d water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 @ 3 4 5
Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):;
low ,  High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

<) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. @ 2 3 4 5



QS.Fo'llnwmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. Ona scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll . Very

Convindng ¥ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, O

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why 7

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the % General Purpose Tax h, 2 3 “ 5

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
tobe approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powelland 1% to Meeteetse.  \1 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate pu rchases, food, fuel, fertlilzer livestock, feed and farm eqmpment @

f ) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General O
1

PurpnseTax in Park Cnunty would be pald by travelers from outside Park County 2 3 4 5
) Fur a 510 purchase the taxisan addmonal 10 cents. Fora 510[] purchase the taxisan addmonal $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our ~

ahility to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. \1\/ 2 3 4 S

Q6 Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
196 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ., Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 ) 5
b) With the ol and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park Counry, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to f‘)

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 Lﬂf/ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as ~

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 u* 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ ‘ 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’sin place. Voters in other counties P
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 ¢/ 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet 7
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back W
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PUBLIC OPIN]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08 What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
("] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
X Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not imited
f0, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

6-10 Years

[] 11-20Years

[ More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? § A 4 | 4

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

B4 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

>4 55-64

[] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Park County « CityofCody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

- Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback, We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or nota 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
5 Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

("] Hardly anything [] Alot

("] Nothing atall JE/ Some

(] Alittle
[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High

Priority ¢ > Priority

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 20th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding T R
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding :
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 @ 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65yearoldwater '''''
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5
Q4. 50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
low , - High

Priority ™ ¥ Priority




Qs.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote [N FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not At {Ul . " Vn_ery.
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues o " Convincng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. O
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 \S /
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
PurpcseTaxm ParkCountywouId be pald bytravelers from outside Park Counry 1 2 3 4 y
) Fora S}U purchase the taxisan addmonal 10 cents. Fora $ 00 purchase the taxisan additmnal $1 .00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

0,6. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convinding ™ 7 Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
h)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be | mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
c) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tacklalafge infrastructure projeds rather than rals!ng taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatwely wnpatted from a 19% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park [nunty 1 2 @ 4 5
e)The 1% General PurposeTax will cost the average household in Park Counry an addltlonal $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep vohng the taxin every four years 1 2 @ 4 5
g) It makes more sense for ParkCounty to pursue a 1% Speuﬁc Purpnse Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBUC OP]N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No
[] Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8.What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
@ Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1f Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
incuded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

"4 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[] MoreThan 20 Years

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [¥25-34 Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the cifference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) [ Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[, Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone; (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax; 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us




AVENUE B IN POWELL WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—Dbe funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02 « Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
oot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything iAot
(] Nothing atall [] Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ., High
Priority ¥ — 7 Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful fe and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Eody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system ma;ntenance 1 2 3 2 4 5
d) Upgradmg (ody S wasterwater lagoon system parts of the exlstmg storm dralnage system

and inigation system improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects thmughout Cody to |mprove accessmzllty for persons with disabilities. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutterand 5|dewalk lmprovements |n Cﬁdy 1 2 @ 4 5
g} !mpmvements in Poweli along Ahsaroka Street (from Thlrd to Seuemh] |nc|udmg rebuilding

the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutterand sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repawng of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5

|) Water sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a] Recreation-related projeds like bikepaths, ballﬁelds. horsetrailsandskateparks. 1 @ 3 4 5
h]Fundmgf{:rrmmmumrygmupsandorgan izations like senior citizen centers, fondbanksandBuysandGuls(Eubs\] - @ | YAL 5 ”
I ————————— A R T ) PP



QS.Following are some arguments pecple have made in favor of Park County's 19% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing™ and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason ta vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Nntin.t l-\ll ) . Yery

a}With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng " Lonvincing

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which locat govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

|ocal govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This s an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 @ 3 4 5

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Foreample, 43%af the akrevenues would goto ParkCounty, 3%t Cody 229 toPowelland 1%to Meeteelse, 1 2 (3D 4 5

@} There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases food fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 @ 3 4 5

fl Rwenue fmrn a wterappmved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yeflowstone
National Park. Infact, the Wyeming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose TaxinPark County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
] For 3 510 purchase the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasenable amtount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 195 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being “Very Convinding, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vate AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ {onvindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 19 sales and use tax
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b]‘.'ﬁth theoil and gas andustry struggllng statewide, now is not the time to bei mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
c] Park County Cody Powell and Meeteetse shoutd he settlng aﬂde exlstmg tax dollars to
tadde large infrastructure projects, rather than ransmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Lacal retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County 1 2 3 @ 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park (ounty an addltmnal 580 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will llkely be a hardshlp fm many low-income families and seniors nnaﬁxed income. 1 2 3 4 @
f} While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down ence it in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park Cnunty 10 pursue a 1% Spedfic Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 196 Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedfic projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @
Survey continued on back I



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued frominside ;

Q7. 1fan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (i favor) or“No”
{to oppose} a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not Iimited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutiers, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedk onte)

[] Definitely Yes

] Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[13-Definitely No

{7 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

R coundy wastes a ot of
L est of

o L ey
Sur sHars
» Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & UseTax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” {in favor} or "No” (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please chedk one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[y Uefinitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark {ounty pursued a 1% “Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q11. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the propased 1% General PurposeTax?

(11 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, shoutd be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fail?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please chedk one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[14-TT-20Years
(] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? _8_3_ &5_ O

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

{Please chedk one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
[L}-0ut of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 0. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rtatherthan a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—tofund [ 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but ot limited [ 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or [] 45-54
"No* (to appose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 0] 5564
reganding the difference between these two taxes ) (Please check one} [\-#Ge 65 or Older
[ Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

efinitely No
{7] Don't Know/No Cpinion

Thank you for participating!

Ifyou have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissieners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courtheuse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: {307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307} 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
reeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofimeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us

www parkcounty.us
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| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



e
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Sorii familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
7 Hardly anything 2 Alot
] Nothing atall [ Some
(] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Llow . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadwaysin Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 2 3 4 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, waterstorageand ~~ ~_

water system maintenance. @ 2 3 & 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigatiq‘n system improvements, @ 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. (13 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding

ADA ramps at comners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). @ 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ *  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects ike bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 S

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
Convindng ¥ ¥ (onvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
h)Wth the oil and gas 1ndustry struggllng statewlde now is not the time to be i mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should he setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @.f
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @/

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep votmg the taxin every four years @" 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Speoﬁc Purpose Tax ratherthan a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Speific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5 )

Q6.Fol|owing are some arguments peaple have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
NotAtAll ,  Very

Convincing ™ 7 Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, @
2

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 3 k| 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

N of 23 countiesin W)rommg haue approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 4 5

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample 43% ofthe fax revenues wouIcI go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse.

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment.

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County.

g)Fora$10 purchase the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00, Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our @

€) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including @

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County.

Survey continued on back W




PUBUC OP]NION SURVEY continued from inside

QT. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
] Probably No

Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion
QB What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax pmposal? 2 X )
HfruG AL PECATED (OIS K

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No

L] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1 Park County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 T. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you ||keanswered about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Ho 1o

ODOVEHT &L 7TH IS

/éo//”o,u-{.. AW SPen7 R T
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Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

22

(E TS5 A[SS AUIAY PLEE

pLONVES WIS PevT e

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

CIST T SAENG 170N, VoS (Please chedkone)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[ ] 11-20Years

ﬁ More Than 20 Years

Q1 4, Whatis your zip code? 82‘3/ _{ E{

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)

"] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years
(] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or (] 4554
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 5-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No

Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteatse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(300)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody « City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 19 Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

l MARCH 2016

+What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
5 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(7 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardlyanything PEAlot
(] Nothing atall (] Some

] Alittle

[] Nothingatall

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1

to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):
low , High

¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges thatarein the greatest need of imprcwem ents. 1

c} Constructlng awater smrage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cudy to |mprove fire| protecﬂnn Water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 5

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), indluding rehmldmg
the warerhne street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects

-

HEL]
.
L% ]

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—mcludlng

ADA ramps at corers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65- year—uid water -

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5
Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1o 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ »  Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior itizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 0 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar failities. 1 2 3 4 @7




QS.FoIlowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to5, with 1 bf:ing "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y  Vey

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues g = R

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 9% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 @ 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding 3
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional 51.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 N @

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
) Convincing ¥ ¥ Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 g 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year, That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed incume@ 2 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Yoters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. @ 2 3 1 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. Thg 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY cwntinued from inside |

07. If an election were held teday, would you vote “Yes” {in favor) or “No”
{ta oppose} a 1% General Purpase Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not mited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please check one}

X Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

[ ] Probably No

[ Definitely No

L] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What s your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% Genera! Purpose
Taxproposal? -

g fo s

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or "No" (o oppose) this
proposal? {Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably Ne
(3 Defnitely No
3 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor} or
"No” {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes ) (Please check ane)

1 Definitely Yes
H4-Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[ Definitely No
1 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1. what more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
u like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

.ﬁf

Q1 2. What other community improvernent projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area? \
(Please check one)

0-5Years ‘
[J 6-10Years

[ 11-20Years

(] Mare Than 20 Years

Q4. whatisyourzip code? § 2+ 4 1 ¥

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown {faside the incorporated Municipality)

E[' QOut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know / Nat Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please chedk cne)
[] 18-24Years
(O 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
45-54
35-64
[J Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

Ifyou have questions about this survey, please contact:

(ity of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 32435

Phone: (307} 754-5106
admin@dtyofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307} 527-7511
Fax: {307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meetestse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromere@parkeounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

‘ MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in thisimportant Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Taxis pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your hqusehqfd, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
Hardly anything [ Alot
(] Nothingatall [] Some

(A Alittle

[] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 &, 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, )
and mgation yStemimprovements, e ORI s (. T SN
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. (1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 25th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 C}) 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 QD 3 4 5
|)Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ‘
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High

Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 \9 3 4 5

o Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadlities. 1 @ 3 4 5




i i ; ith 1 being "Not At
5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with !
% Convin(ing"gand S being "g\:'ery Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): NotAtAll ey
Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 Cz) 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties "
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet y
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3 4 5

Qﬁ.&)llowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not At All " . "Jgry_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cotwindng = " Koty

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 Z 3 @ 5
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 @ 3 4 5

....................................................................................................................................................................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5

&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2

........................................................................................................................................................................................................

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General )
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

(5]
&
wn

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. T 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back W
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PUBL]C OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or“No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

["] Definitely Yes
<) Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

0,3. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

010. If Park County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose™ Sales & Use

Q] T+ What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years ;
[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

¢ More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? ¢ 2 Y 2 &

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
4. 0ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16. whatis yourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund (] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or L] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one) (5 Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
R Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Counil Mayor & Counil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St, 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.orq
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Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down + What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
gﬂmzii gx,‘:% Epg ik Taxc:r 2l Eent Ex).gr?ceetd bl Gteneral + Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—

MK NV DRG He® gonel v fo3d 2K Seet mprove ments; Weler or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. +  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
proiect_s has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and oot Tegaeding e 26 Genemal Prpase Tesand propesedvse

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent Ul pcecs

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thOUng and recommendations. gging to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Surveyinside >



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whethe 9

Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please re):.riew tpheyfollnwiir]]g questions, review !.Jlf}: Egg:rmnﬁeb{:sml
of your hquseh{.:ld, and complete th.e survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results WI'" be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

m + Before receiving the enclosed in_formation, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
54 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
] Hardyanything X Alot
[] Nothingat all [] Some

[] Alittle

[[] Nothing at all

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3
b) Repairing or replacing roadwaysin Park County toextend their useful feand enhancevehidesafety. I S 3 & (5
G e watersturageand ........................................................................................
water system maintenance. 1 2 3
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvem_e_ntjs_._ _____________________ 1 2 3
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 i 3 '

f ) Recnnstructing‘Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sherican Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, -
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 19 General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Llow . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 @

) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boysand Girls Clubs. (D 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. ET y 2 3 4 5




5. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scalefrom 1to 5, with 1 bging "Not
gAll (unvincigg“ and5 heiﬁg "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll e Very
incng ™ ¥ Convincng

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cominong

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, £

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 . {15/ J
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 9% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why -

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have :

to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 2 3 4 ( ,S>

......... S P P T T T P TP T PP e e P T e P L L P LR LR

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 1

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3

Q6. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ., Very
) Convincing ¥ 7 (Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 0 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 0 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as p
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That =
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @ 2 3 4 5
f)‘}NhiIe votersin Park County would have the apportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties ?
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 §
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBL]C OP]N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Iﬁ-‘[}eﬁnitely\’es
["] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

03. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
 Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. it Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

4. Definitely Yes
1 Probably Yes
] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 T What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be

included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

] 11-20Years
ﬂ_MoreThanZl}Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? £ 2. Y 3.5

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

P4 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

("] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

X Age 65 or Qlder

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.ctyofcady-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org



AVENUE B IN POWELL
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody - CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

2 Survey inside P

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

= Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

WARREN STREET IN METEETSE



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey wi i i

) : 0 ; y will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax s pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The

results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surve
. . s % J : tb
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating. Lk .

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed iqfﬂrmation, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
1 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything L] Alot
(7 Nothing atall 3 Some

(] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circdle one number next to each item):

low ., High
Priority ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, waterstorageand .

water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 S
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, .

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects.

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and ®

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plantand tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Snma residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ., High
Priority € ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. CJ) 2 3 B 5

arnn

o) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1105, with 1 being "Not At
All Convining” and 5 being "Very Convindng’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item): Not AL Al L Vey
Convindng + ¥ {onvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% inarease. That's too much of 2 tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 §
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to :

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d} Loca! retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a resut of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
£} The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 peryear. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5
£)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

In place for four years, it’s unlikely that it wilt be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5
g} itmakes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ.FolIuwing are spme arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convinding" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote I FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Yery
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvindng ™ " Convinding
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
b} Uniike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemmeents gt to keep only 30% of the tax revenzes,
local govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why ‘
210f 23 counties inWyaming have approved the 19 General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
€) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue, 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of papulation.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% toMeeteetse. 1 2 O 4 5
e) There are 4% exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indugding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertitizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 12 @ 4 5
) Revenue from avoter-approved 196 General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Diepartment of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% Genera|
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County, 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is anadditional $1.00. Many
residents cansider this a reasonable amount t pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our :
ability to attract and retain local businessesin Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
Survey continued on back V




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY cwntinued fiom inside

07. Ifan election were held teday, would you vote"Yes” {in favor) or“No”
(to oppose} a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not imited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
(] DefinitelyYes
O by Yes

Probably No
{1 Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% Generaf Purpose
Tax proposal? —

L be spud” Sor Tewmg 1
Cougidev “,].;;F,?QM:F O ﬂl_-é':h&““:r

cl 1w ¥ v ]
well )

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursuad a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the nember of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or “No” {to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes

O bly Yes
robably No
(] Definitely No

[J Don't Know/No Opinion

Q0. i Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, foads, streets, afleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor} or
“No" {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes }{Please check one)

afinitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No

[ Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinien

Q11. what more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, sheuld be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

3 0-5Years
O 6-10Years
"%(?1-2{] Years

More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatisyour sp code? T AL 25

Q1 5. Do you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one}
[ InTown (inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Ourt of Town (Outside the incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please chedk one)
[ 18-24Years

[ 25-34 Years

[ 35-94Years

] 45-54

|
Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundl!

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: {307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: {307) 527-7511
Fax: {307) 527-6532
mayor@dtyofcody.com
www.dtyofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Counil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyeming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free; 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
Www,parkounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Surveyinside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your hO.USEh(.ﬂd, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS' DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed in_formation, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the
ales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
D Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
] Hardly anything fﬁ Alot
[] Nothing atall [] Some
] Alittle

[ ] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 @ 3 4 §
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 @ 4 5
) Constructi ng a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water sto rage and -

water system maintenance. Gj 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, =

and irrigation system improvements. 6; 2 3 - 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 @'
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, :

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 6 ¢ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. T @ 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and P

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5
|)Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks, 1 '2ﬂ 3 4 5
b)Fundmgformmmunﬁygmups and organizations like senior c'rtize;;r‘iters, food i:anksand Boysand GlrIsCIubs ” 1 2 3 4 @
ek ke, $ 20 1 % B 4 0§



QS.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 bf:ing "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as areason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ¥g Vgry_
inci . ¥ Convincn
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Faiviciy ’
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why ~
210f 23 counties in Wyomning have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
©) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the taxrevenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 67
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including #).
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @/
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 196 General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General )
PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 é / 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our 7
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 - é,/

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 7 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll L Very
) i Convincing ¥ 7 (Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax )
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 9
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as ’
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 6) 2 3 4 5

€) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. [D

(=)
(W)
-y
A

£) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vate on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every fouryears. @

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet =~
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2

3 4 D

Survey continued on back P



PUBL[C OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote"Yes" (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes -
robably Yes

] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? -
,»i//% O ENEST DI PROPOSALL oL

APPLICRTL 0N OF For

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
robably Yes

] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

MPKE. SpECIFLCl  FBomt pEAICIAN

Q] 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

—_—

QT 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years

Wars
ore Than 20 Years
Q14. Whatisyourzipcode? £ 2. 4 £5

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)
Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
("] Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
(] 25-34Years

to, r0ads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or (] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 3
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) ge 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes

Probably Yes
["] Probably No
] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone; (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
e ivyoicady-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(300)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Park County - CityofCody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts——Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

»  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed inforrpation, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt ant {ne percentage of revenues that go
7 Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
("] Hardly anything D,A lot
[] Nothingatall [.4 Some

[] Alitte

] Nothing at all

Q3. There area numberof projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, )
and imigation SYSTeM IMIOVEMENTS. st 1. R i . g
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5N
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overfay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and -
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
|)Water sewer, streetand goll id Waste management prajects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant :
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 \J

Q4.Sc-me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low . _ High
Priority ¥ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 5 : » :
bFundngforcommuntygroupsandorgnizatonslkesein izt odbonksandBoysandGifsubs. 1 2 (3) 4 S
S ——————— IR )




QS.FoIfowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 bging "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

% ? i ext to each item):
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number n ) NotAtAll Very

1 ¢ ; ( s
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues KGNy omincng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, -\
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why -y
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 ..5 )
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have =N
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 (%)
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. N
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cady, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 5")

@) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including -
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 24 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
’ g Convindng ™ 7 (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2) 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 3) 3 4 5
o) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to _

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2) 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as -

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 () 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties )
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 - 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »
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PUBL[C OP]N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(tooppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(7] Defnitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
1 Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
i |

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursueda ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

{1 Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
["] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. if Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but notlimited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[V Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[1 Probably No
[] DefinitelyNo
[T Don't Know/No-Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

[ ,

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q] 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

(] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[ 11-20Years

(] MoreThan 20 Years

Q] 4, Whatis your zip code?

01 5.0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

71 InTown (Inside the incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ ] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

(] 25-34Years

] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

] 55-64

(] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org



