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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
7] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
Hardly anything (] Alot
] Nothing at all (] Some

B Alittle

] Nothing atall

Q3.There area number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item);

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need ofimprovements. 1 2 3 \j 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 @ ........ 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to impravé fire pfotection','ﬁ'ﬁ”a't”e'r'gibrége ancl
water system maintenance. 1 2 3ﬁ] 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, )
and irrigation system improvements. 1 : (37
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, o)
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 &/ 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding =
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 [ 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and e
repaving of Seventh Street (from Berard to Division). 1 2 (3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant e
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3) 4 5

Q4.s0me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 ’ED 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 (2 "\3 3 4 5




QS «Following are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from Tto 5, with 1 bejng "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll g Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvinding ORI
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, -
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 €D 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why >
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 &
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have j '
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 |4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. I~
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 /_D 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ o 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General s

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 j B 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our P

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 \)

QG. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item);

NotAtAll ,  Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax =

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. ra\ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. i D 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use taxincrease as P

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. ¢ 1) 2 3 4 5

@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That _
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 ;{"D 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. &y 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet )
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) {D 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »
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PU BLIC OP]NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(4 Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

0,3. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/Nao Opinion

Q1 0. 1fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reqarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
"] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

%] MoreThan 20 Years

Q1 4. Whatis yourzip code?

Q15. doyoulivein town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

&3 Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know /Not Sure

Q1 6. What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[ ] 35-44Years

(] 45-54

[] 55-64

£4 Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sramero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

! MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyouropinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 196 General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q] « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percen'tage of revenues that go
[] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
IR Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything L] Alot
(] Nothing atall [ Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low , ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 (3) - 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadwaysin Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 €3 4 5
c)(nnslrucnng awater storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and =

water system maintenance. 1 (2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 (\ Yy 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curh, 3

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 (%) 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of AB,Cand D avenues, and .

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 LZ/ 3 4 5
1] Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 Q 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. Qﬁ 2 3 4 5
b]Funchng forcom munrtygroupsand organizations like senior anzencentersfoodbanks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5
QEdowmentstogotonaropeaing csscfswiing o receaton centersasrfcites @ 2 3 4 s



Qs.hllowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being “Not
AtAfl Convinding” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one nurber next to each item): Mot At All

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng "
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are move important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @

Very

d LY

b} Unfike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which Jocal govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax reventes. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5

¢} The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

¢} There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ [

£} Revenue from a voter-approved 19 General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. Infact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

residents consider this a reasonable amount fo pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

0,6. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Cenvincing" and § being "Very Convinding', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to eachitem):

NotAtAll , Very
Convindng ™ 7 Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 (D 4 5
b} With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Lol retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That
amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many fow-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) While votersin Park County would have the apportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 196 General Purpase
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @
Survey continued on badk P



PUBL[C OP“\“ON SU RVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

("] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
JXL Don't Know/No Opinion

0,3. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

£ WOHW’S(’) Q\A/Q\lf’ffﬂc(
colild e mare in Yuture,

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
] ProbablyYes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[ Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q10.i Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
{1 Probably Yes
["] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, ifany, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

] 11-20Years

(] MoreThan 20 Years

Q] 4. Whatis your zip code?

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q] 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

(] 45-54

[ ] 55-64

[ Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayaor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax; 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, noaction will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

- Would you prefer to see a 1% Spedific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
) Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
S¥some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [] Alot
] Nothing atall I Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please ditle one number next to each item):

low ., High
Priority ¢ P Priority
a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 @) 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and . i
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
andirigation system improvements, 1 2 B 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutterand sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 Q 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 @
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as weil asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 @
Ii} Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plantand tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low & , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 @
;) Funding fora;:b];;;;nitygmup;z;('j' orgamzat:unshke senmrunzen{enters food I;anksand Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 @
JEndovmenstogotovard peatingassofsaimningpoo eceaneesandsimlarits. 1 2 3 4 (9



QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with T being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , ey
Convinding ™ * Convindng

a) The State already hasin place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5
f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Votersin other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 ) O 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 p 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made i favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y | Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Soovadng " Comincing

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 ® 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would goto Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1%to Meetestse. 1 2 3 @ 5

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. I fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General @

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
2 (»

...................................................................................................

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back P
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PUBL[C OP]NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No" Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water; sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

["] Probably No Q12. what other community improvement projects, if any, should be

% gEﬁfgiée'YN?N G included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?
on't Know/No Opinion

Q3.What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

] 0-5Years |
09 Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park (] 6-10Years
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and 11-20 Years
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it More Than 20 Years
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one) Q14. whatis your zip code? 22 i}_{

Definitely Yes 01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
[] ¥Probably Yes (Please check one)
[ Probably No (] JnTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Definitely No ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
("] Don'tKnow/No Opinion (7] Don't Know / Not Sure
Q0. 15Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use Q16. whatis yourage? (Please check one)
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund (] 18-24 Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited 5-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or (] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) (] Age 65 or Older
#&ﬁn itely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don'tKnow/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414
Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone: (307) 754-5106 Phone: 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.cityofcody-wy.gov www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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Park County - City of Cody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 19 Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents,

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

e familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything D. Alot
[J Nothing atall K Some

[] Alittle

("] Nothing atall

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, @ 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety, @ 2 3 4 5
¢ Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and |
water system maintenance. 53 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. o @ 2 3 A 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, g
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @ 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue Eto Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemnard to Division). 2 3 4 5
i) Wéfé:: 'Sé{NE}l; street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ™
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | , High
Priority 7 Priority
~

a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks. [1/? 2 3 4 5




05 « Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , ey
Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax ;

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. T 2 3 4 6)
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to ,

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 6)
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 (;\
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’'s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Votersin other counties #2

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 ( 5 )
a) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet :

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 (5 h

Q6.Furlowing are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote [N FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Ve

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues {anvincng ™ - S

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, 3

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local govements get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why =

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1) . 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 B 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of papulation. ~

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. ( 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including ~ ~

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 6 )2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General >\

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. Q) 2 3 4 5

g) For a $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBL[C OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7 + Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
] Probably No
] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? - - :
Ol X80 NCOME, CAN'T AFFoRD

ADD\TAGNAL. EXPEALES

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

[ Probably Yes

(] Probably No

%<1 Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. if park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
<1 Definitely No
["] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

NonJE

Q12. what other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

A/{/A

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[ ] 11-20Years

X More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatis yourzip code? X 3_1;5

01 5.0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
E‘\gut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know /Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[435-44 Years

(] 45-54

[] 55-64

[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax; 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

’ MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported bya third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & UseTax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
B rem familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[7] Hardlyanything S Aot
[ Nothing at all [ Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item);

low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
T ; : @ . - .
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacan Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and "
water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5

d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. o 2 3 4 5
(1)

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutterand sidewalk improvements in Cody. ®

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). (D 1 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
. Convindng ™ 7 (Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use fax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. : 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. _ 1T <2 3oy 4 @
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. ;. 1 2 3 4 @

g) lt makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4

©

Qﬁ.FuHowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park Coynty's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Nﬁt '
AtAll Convincing™ and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , ey
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convingng = " Konining
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. ' @ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments gef tokeep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 @ 4 ]
¢)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal electiomin Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 4 5.
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @ 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-gpproved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County, é—) 2 3 4 5

g)fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2

Survey continued on back P




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued frominside

Q7. it an election were held today, would you vote"Yes” (in favor) or“No” Q1 ') What more would you like to know, or what question{s) would

igfrastructure and infrastructure maintenance includi, but notlimited
¢ tovoads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, brid
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
[ Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
(] Prabably No
54 DefinitelyNo .
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

(tooppose]a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Pa 4.; " "

ges,

QB. What s your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? N ﬁ_ SP ['ci

09 Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) ar “No™ {to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check ante)

) DefinitelyYes
[ Probably Yes
£ Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Den't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. irpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—tg fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maint®fance indudingCh

roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, Bidges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose} this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional detailg
regarding the difference between these two taxes } {Please chedk one)

] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

ST LT -

you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

14, 0,12. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fafl?

Q1 3. How long have you bieen a resident in the area?
(Please chedone} -

[ 0-5Years
3 6-10Years
[ 11-20Years

/ﬁ@dnte Than 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
{Please check one)
[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
4 Outof Town (Outsidle the incorporated Municipality)
] Don’t Know /Mot Sure

01 0. what's your age? (Please chedk one)
[] 18-24Years
[ 25-34Years
] 35-44Years
] 4554
55-64
[] Age65 or Otder

fos 15 Hhe pok

Thank you for participating!

if you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayar & Coundil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307} 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.dtyofcody-wy.oov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 (ody, WY 82414

Tall Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkeounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-§68-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwestnet
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down « Whatare your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 19 Optional Tax or 5th (ent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

- Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State o Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

informati rding the 1% General P Taxand proposed
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and s St S L

e : : i of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W



T L W AR S e e o R i 7 S R,
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[J] Hardlyanything [ Alot
(] Nothing at all (] Some

4 Alittle

(] Nothing at all

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 (4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire pmté&ion, water storageand lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 ( 4 ) 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, ~
and irfigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 CS:)
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutterand sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding h
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4/ 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 Q J 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant %
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 32 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circde one number next to each item):

low | ,  High

Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Reareation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 G } 4 5
BFnding forcommunygoupsandorgarizoslesene zencnes odnksandbosandisCubs.— 1 2 (3 ) 4 5
T ——————————————— T O



05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. [ 1_ J 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 (2 ) 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to -

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 L3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as .

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 (2} 3 4 §

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet :
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 é— ) 4 5

Qﬁ.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAl y ey
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Contmang: = " Kosvindeg
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, 5
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why N,
210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 G/ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @J
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. )
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 @: g5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including A~
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 L._y 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Taxwould include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General &
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 6'
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional §1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 s 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBLIC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No"
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

' Definitely Yes
["] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
[] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Taggro?qsai?_ " ) e

= W, V0o Rinedd e a Uey €of
1o Vote on Hie ‘{;ﬂatrrjg: pxed fl;'?x% DAL LS
1 I[Jgjﬂj Y

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

(] Probably No

] Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. 1fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
f>4-Probably Yes
] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?
H‘?ﬁ%’l -S"ET:UL{‘ f LA _}..LL :lt_r‘?'__a' N0 £ Ao

"‘I-"k s <l£‘-,t'}r'ca. (¢ :2 -!fr-_- ) f\ .,\'

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5VYears

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[l -More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatis your zip code? _}{__d_ﬁ ;5_/

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16.whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

£4-45-54

[] 55-64

] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcady-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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AVENUE B IN POWELL

WATEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREEI'IN METEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . City of Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

} MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

Comn familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

%/Hardlyanything EA lot

(] Nothing at all Some
(] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item);

Low | . High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 ( 45 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, waterstorageand
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding \
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @) 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 @J 5
i-)-Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 1) 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @} 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item): Not At Al  Vey
Convincing ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ S 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @7 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local retailers could be neqatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ b)
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5)
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet ~

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll < W_sry_
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Sovindng = * Conpiadg
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. T £ 23 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. e
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 19 to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including k!
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

g)Fora$10 purcl_wase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our —~
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County, 1 2 @ 4 5

Survey continued on back W



PUBL[C OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
L0 adll- I,

=3 ~

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of T percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
efinitely No

[_] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q] 0. IfPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
BX] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

'. ?'}Th* e ‘—'\—\r‘\.v.. \_7('1'-\}/\%}

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

B More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? & 2% 3 5

Q1 5.0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

E’ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[ ] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
[] 45-54
55-64
Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners

Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

0T N T e e
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody . Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almaost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

I MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

»  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

0,1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are eyempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything L] Alot
] Nothing atall & Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 '71,-,?” 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 L;4' 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
............................................................................................................................................................................... o I e e i e
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 43 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 4 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3> 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and —
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3/ A4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ;
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 ( 3/ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low 2 . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
R i ple &
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 i 3¢ 4 5

<) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. 1 2 Lf 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ 7 (onvindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax _
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. (f ¥ 2 3 4 5
I‘-—/ ................................................................
b) With the oil and gas mdustry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. LT/ 2 2 3 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to :_
tackle large infrastructure pm;eﬁs rather than raising taxes. L\\IJ/_;' 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. (.1 3 2 3 4 5
L
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That
amaunt. of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income famllles and seniorsona ﬁxed income., 1 ./ 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties )
keep voting the tax in every four years. [ 1.#" % 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Speaﬁc PurpnseTax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet 5
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) [ 1) 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.Fol]owmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues tominceg " Eaeineing
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 (5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have o
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 (4) 5
.................................................................................................... b <

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. S
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 | \4/> 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

fJ Revenue froma voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General :
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 [4 ) 5

..............................................................................................................................................

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our P
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 LE J

Survey continued on back »



PUBL[C OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

08. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? i
Nf it Vel jQufric

y _[:f/:_::f“ /{_-r;{/JJL ot ‘;g_/r_ L&

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects thatit
addressed, would you vate "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

[~ Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. if Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
T Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

e >

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12.What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

QT 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

(] 11-20Years

{53 More Than 20 Years

Q] 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedk one)

& InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Outof Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Don't Know /Not Sure

0_1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

27 Age 65 or Older

,J‘::’ﬁ ‘1 1\% /?)
\- ! Hot
Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone; (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayar@cityofcody.com
www.ctyofcady-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Jax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

‘ MARCH 2016

« Whatare your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer o see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside p
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that propasal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ « Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
(X Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardlyanything L] Alot
(] Nothing atall [ Some

Alittle

(] Nothing at all

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item);

Low High

b

Priority ¢ > Priority

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 @ 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and e
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 (4> 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 ©) 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1 to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):
Low , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Reaeation-related projects like bike paths, ballfelds, horse trals and skate parts. @ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convindng ™ ¥ (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @) 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 (2 ) 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4y 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Votersin other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet ;
1 @ 3 ézt:- 5

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.)

Qﬁ.FoIIuw[ng are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing'", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | . Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Covindog. "~ Lomfindag
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why .
210f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 1 @ 5
¢)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse, 1 @ 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

Survey continued on back



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
(X Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax prop
4} Cldx/o/ﬂ/- Z4 IS Lt
pﬂf?)( Cuua‘%v, At 2 f|£ Mff/
Ce+ (JpRS r_ .

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No

(] Definitely No

("] Don't Know/No Opinion

010. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
(% Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q11. what more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What othercommunity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[] MoreThan 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Outof Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

(] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

] 55-64

(] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - Cityof Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters tumed down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. T

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm, Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments, Before receiving the enclosed information, how
¥ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[] Hardly anything L] Alot

] Nothing atall [iSome

5 Alittle

(] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low | , High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 3 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 @ 4 5
c)'('dhstrﬁ' 'c'ﬁ‘ng'a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

andirgationsystem mprovements, bl D8 S
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutterand sidewalk improvementsin Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemnard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
.i:j.':.l;‘;f‘ater, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 @ 5

<) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar falities. 1 2 @ 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ (Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Wth the mt and gas mdustry 5trugglmg statemde now is not the time to he mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 @ 3 5

) Park County Cndy, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle Iarge infrastructure pm;ects rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local reta'.lers cnuld be neqatwely 1mpacted fmm a 1% sales and use tax increase as —)

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County 1 @ 3 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park [ounty an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Voters in other counties ;
keep vollng the taxin every fc-uryears (D 2 3 4 §

) It makes more sense for Park Caunty topursuea 1% Specnﬁc PurposeTax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) T @ 3

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll g ‘Jgryl

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Compining = " Conviecing

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 ) 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why o

21 of 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be appm\.red by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Revenues froma unter—appmved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. &~

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2/ 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including :

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 GD 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” {in favor) or “No”
{tooppose} a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but rot limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Bf Definitely Yes

[T Probably Yes

[1 Probably No

[] Definitely No

O Bon't Know/No Qpinion

Q8. whatis your main concern, if any, reqarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent Gereral Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently rediced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or "No" {to oppose) this
proposal? {Please check one)

B’Deﬁnitely\’es
("] Prohably Yes
] Probably No
(7 Definitely No
{7] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0.1 Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q11. what more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other com munity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if purstred this fall?

Q1 3, How long have you been a residentin the area?
(Please dheck one)

O 5

[ 6-10Years

3 11-20Years

[ MoreThan 20 Years

Q14.What is your zip code? iﬁié_*’

Q1 5.Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)
Town (lnside the incorporated Municipality}
Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund L] 18-24 Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, rcads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, o<}, 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or L] 45-54
“No" (to appose) this propasal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [J 55-64
reganding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please chedk one) [} Aged5orOlder
3 Definitely Yes
1 Probably Yes
] Probably No

efinitely No

Don't Know/No Cpinion
Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
Gity of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissionets
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Park County Courtheuse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414
Phone; (307} 527-7511 Phone: {307) 754-5106 Phone; 307-868-2278 Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
mayor@cityoicody.com www.cityofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sromera@parkcounty.us
www.cityofcody-wy.gov www.townofmeeteetse.org www,parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?
L ]

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down «  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
i;urpose ?x, 1% Itzlp;mnaf Tax or 5th genﬂgx).groceed_s of the 1% General . Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Hspse AR WO /e DOnE ! ard A a0l EeL mprements;  ater or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the bhallot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of - Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and BT e el e Gemern Putpose Toxid proposed s

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent ol proceect

funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play animportant role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
K Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

. familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything D Alot
[] Nothingatall ] Some
] Alittle

] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ) ,  High
Priority ¢ »  Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 @3 4 5
........................................................................................ R L 1N £ RS LA R4 LK 55443444 AR S0 o Emom b8 SAeb e o b mmis SFmS S ek st e S sa 48 e b kb w8 AR
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 I 3Ny 4 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, water storageand

water system maintenance, 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, -

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
@) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 ' 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, 7N

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4.) 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding ~

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 q) 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overfay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and =5

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 '4) 5
|}Water sewe r, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant =

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High

Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 ' /’ 3 4 5
Bfundng v cmmuntygoupsandoganiztrsleserorzncenes odbnisndBoysandGbCbs. 1 2 3 (A ) 5
fndowmenttogotowardopeting costs o swimming oo recestioncetesandiarfclies. o2 Q) 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments pecple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convinding” and 5 being "Very Convining’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to eachitem): Not At Al

Convindng ¢ » Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 19 sales and use tax )

is @ 25% increase. That’s teo much of a tax burden, @ 2 3 4 5
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes, @ 2 3 4 5
¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to o~

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. "1) 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as /~

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
................. . N S

@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That ..
ameunt of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5

) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties -
keep voting the tax in every four years, N D 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spedific Purpose Tax rather than a 19 General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedfic Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projacts are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet -
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 3 2 3

Qﬁ.FoIInwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being “Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues (onvindng © " Comviring

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever toaddress high priority street, bridge, o

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenuss,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, Thisis animportant reason why -

210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 ‘\J 5
©) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park Countjr. The tax would have -

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue, 1 2 3 é ? 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 196 General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. __
Forexample, 43%of the tax revenues would goto Park County, 34%to (ody, 2% to Powell and 1%toMeeteetse. 1 2 ® 4 §

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate puirchases, focd, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 196 General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

Nationaf Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Reverte estimates that about 30% of the 19 General

Purpase Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County, 1 2 3 Qb 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 ents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our e

ability to attract and retain lacal businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 Q&_} 5

Survey contimied on back P



PUBLIC OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” {in faver) or“No”
{to oppase} a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
watey, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
(@7 Definitely Yes

(] ProbablyYes

[ Probably No

(] Defnitely No

("] Don't Kngw/No Opinion

Q&What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
{ounty pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" {to oppose) this
proposal? (Please chedk one)

_PA Definitely Yes
7] Probably Yes
(J Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QTO. [f Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 "1 What more would you like to know, o what question(s) would
yau like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

se o
Te—

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part,of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if purstred this fall?

hv LAY~

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

{1 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[ M-20Years

/M MoreThan 20 Years

01 4, What's your zip code? 3_2.};?_5

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedk one)

InTown {Inside the Incorporated Municipoiity)
Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Don't Knnow / Not Sure

Q'l 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34 Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, L] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrica! projects, would you vate "Yes" {in favor) or L] 45-54
“No'" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 35-64
regerding the difference between these two taxes ) {Please check one) Age 65 or Older

Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody (ity of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414
Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone: {307) 734-5106 Phone: 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com Fai: 307-868-2608 fax: (307) 527-8515
mayor@cityofcody.com www.dtyofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.tityofcody-wy.gov www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - CityofPowell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In Navember 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or Sth Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Taxwould have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

] MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

- Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

- Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

ticipating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important rple in whether_ar nota 1% General
;E?plll;eygaulef? HE;Taxpis purgued this fallpand the cnmpositiF:Jn of that proposal, if pur_sued. Please review the fol!uwmg questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are am:mg.tmnus.Tht::|
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Pllgase_complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 . Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02 Many residents are not fam_iﬁar w_ith the ins and outs ofthe 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage uf_reven Ues that go
7 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
7 Soime familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

] Hardly anything (57 Alot

[] Nothingatall (] Some

] Alittle
[] Nothing at all

Q3. There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | ., High
Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 s O
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 4 {15':_-..’
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and ;
water system maintenance. 1 2 ¥ L4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 L5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, L
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody,. 1 2 ‘f 3) 4 5
.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. A
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 &8 (5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 ( ) 3
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water P
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ==
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing, 1 2 3 1 CS/

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 \3/ J 5
b) Funding for commurlit‘y gmups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks ané-fioys anthrIs Clubs 1 : 2 3 4 {_i
Qinowmensogo o opeatmgossofsamigpok e anes s, 1 (1) 3 4 5




Qs.Folluwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1heing "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote [N FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Caeiuting ° © S
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, il
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. T 2 3 1 pfy
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why o~
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpnse Tax 1 2 3 14
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have P
tobe appmved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 K5/

.............................................................................................................................................................................................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. _
Fcr example 43% afthe taxrevenes wouId ot to Park (ounty, 34 oto Cndy,}lz {:to Powelland 1%to Meetee!:se 1 2 3 B 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General PurposeTax accordmg to State Statute 39-15-105, mdudlng —.
real estate purchases, food, fuel, femllzer Iwestock feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 g %

f) Revenue froma voter—appmved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General N\
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park [Uunty 1 2 3 4 ' 5.

................................................................................................................................................................................................

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a 5100 purchase, thetax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our -
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 [5)

Q6 Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not AtAll .  Very
Convincing ™ ¥ (onvindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax P
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. (Vv 2 3 4 5
b)thh theoil and gas tndustr)r struggllng statemde now is not the time to he mcreasmg taxes. ’T/ 2 3 4 5
c} Park(ounty, Cod:,r, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting asmle existing tax dollars to -
tatklelarge infrastructure projects, ratherthanralsmg taxes. ( /1/' 2 3 B 5
..................................................... \e
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use taxincrease as =
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. {1/ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will Ilkely bea hardsh|p formany Iow -income famllles and seniorsona ﬁxecl income. 1 i (3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General PurposeTax afterithas been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties F
keep voting the tax in every four years. £ 1 2 3 4 5
-
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) FA/. 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back V



PUBL[C OP]N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

‘= Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[5 Probably No
["] Definitely No
[T Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. f park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
incuded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years
FMore Than 20 Years

> . [ 5. =
Q14. Whatis your zip code? ij_fj__g_i
Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or (] 45-54
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one) [>1-Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
{1 Probably No
(] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcady-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
3 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—nPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q'I « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
@ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[7] Hardly anything M Alot

] Nothing atall (] Some

(] Alittle
[] Nothing at all

Q3. There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. é/ 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1/ 2 3 R 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and & @
water system maintenance. O/ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, &
and irrigation system improvements. ('_1/' 2 3 B 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. (Iy 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, ~ R
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @-’ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding 2 -
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @ 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of ABCand Davenues,and /7

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). @J 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water ....................................................................................
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant .
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1) 3 3 4 5

Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low > . High

Priority ¥ ¥ Priority




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vate AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | . Very
Convincing ™ 7 (Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax P
isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 é/
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @' 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to =
tackle largemfrastructure prOJects rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 Cﬁ:
d} Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as 2\
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 @}' 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That =1
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 éf’

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1

Qﬁ.FoIfowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll . Very

Convincing ¥ ¥ (Convindng

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. éj 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 2 3 4 5
«) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. ;

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 5
...................................................................................................................................................................................................... i
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including /

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County 1

q) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fnra $100 purchase, the taxisan addmonal $1 00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back V




PUBL[C OP]N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you voteYes" in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[ Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q& What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

Joo

o A W a>e P24 / ./.r*a'/’}f,

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
% Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

010. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
youlike answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

four M Ve /%/ﬁv;’(*) =il //t«'—"/(
CPRARF Pdibe pm
Foc Jhe pew Fe'r Bl 2

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% Gene IPu?mseTax proposal if pursued this fall?
/a’{f/_’ﬂ (ﬂ . /

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years

B11-20Years
[] More Than 20 Years

01 4. Whatis yourzip code?g Z’i _3 5

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

BT Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 564
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one) ge 65 or Older
[ Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

| Definitely No

Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayaor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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AVEUE B IN POWELL WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody . Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse
I MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

s | ith thi ?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

throughout Park County. +  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priarity infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey, The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS' DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
% Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardlyanything X Alot
[ Nothing at all (] Some

(] Alittle

["] Nothing at all

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to3, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to eachitem):

low . High
Priority ™ — 7 Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 (j_:,; s
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and S
water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 ) 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 (3 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding .
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 Q) 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and 25
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2} 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ‘
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 (4 5

Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circdle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority € ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. \”j 2 3 e 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 (D 3 5

.................................................................................

4
¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3 @ 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1t 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being “Very Convinding’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
Comvincing ™ 7 Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is 2 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b} With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to -
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d} Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as \
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
€} The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That _
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-incorre families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ 5
f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vate on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unfikely that it will be voted down ance it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursize a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer ta Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FoiIowing are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item);
NotAcAll Very

a} With the State of Wyoming cutting funding ta Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ¥ Convindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & UseTax, in which focal governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This s an important reason why ~

21 of 23 ounties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpase Tax. 1 G/ 3 4 5
¢} The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have '

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue, 1 2 3 @ 5
o} Revenues froma voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of papulation,

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 @ s
e} There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 Qf/\‘ 5
£} Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

Naticnai Park. In fact, the Wyorning Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Fora 310 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect itical infrastructure, property values and our

abilty o attract and retainlocal businesses i Park County, : @ 3 4 s

Survey continued on back
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or "No”
{to oppose} a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, straets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewatks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedkone)
[ DefinitelyYes
(] Probably Yes
{1 Probably No

Definitely No

Don't Know/No Opinion

Qs. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
R WweuL D NEVER
G v Away

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote “Yes" {in favor) or "No” (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please chedcene)

] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
X Probably No
(] Defnitely Mo
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. ipark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)
] 0-5Years
[] 610Years
11-20Years
MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis yourzipcode? FI43S

Q1 5. Do you live intown or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown {inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town {Outside the tncorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. What's your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpase” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited 0 25-34Years
10, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or L] 45-54
"No" {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details L] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please chadk one) JX Age 65 or Older
[J Definitely Yes
] ProbablyYes

Probably No

Definitely No
{7 Don't Know/No Opinton

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark 5t 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,
(ody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax; (307) $27-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.dtyofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpawell.com

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

’ MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V>
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q] « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & UseTax, induding how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
X Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
[ Nothing atall 2] Some

[ Alittle

("] Nothingat all

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety.

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to imprave fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 g
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemnard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water '
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 CS)
Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):
low , High
Priority ™ " Priority

a) Recreation-related projectsike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At All ey
Convincing ™ 7 (Convinding
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax s
is a 25%increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 G)
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to :
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniorson a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties )
keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Speific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.leowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | y  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues foavasng ™ "~ Lotinding
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why -
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have @
1

........................................................................................................................................................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. :

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @ 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General “

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aitical infrastructure, property valuesandour
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2

Survey continued on back V>



PUBL[C OPINION SUP\VEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote”Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(tooppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
D Definitely No
(] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concen, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tix proposal?

'l\ﬂ.n(\&mq mf.r\(&aoaﬂmomuﬁl\ﬂ L\)‘m&m

adesl
09 Rather thanafu ;Rne (1) percent salesand us tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
X Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the cifference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
' Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

A vcwh u._iru-ﬂ_._ .

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

012. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

X 0-5Years

(] 6-10Years

(] 11-20Years

[] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? ¥ 2. 4 35

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

X Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q] 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

(] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

X 55-64

[] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sramero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County -« Cityof Cody . CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
- familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[7] Hardlyanything [ Alot
] Nothing atall L] Some

(] Alittle

Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Onascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to eachitem):

Low | ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and o
water system maintenance, 1 2 3 " G
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. - 1 2 B Gj 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 g 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, ‘
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding <
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 \9
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and ™\
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 )
|)Wa tersewer street ;‘;md solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant -
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 \4_1) 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 @ 5

¢ Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 G) 4 5




(15. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ (Convincing
a) The State already hasin place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. G) 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. @ 2 3 4 5

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted froma 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @

[ % ]

(WW]
i

w

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once t’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) Q) 2 3 4 5

QG.Follnwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
NotAtAll . Very

Convincing ¥ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4

(>

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have _

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. _

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1%to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including ,

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General _

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County, 1 2 3 4 @

a) For_ a$10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4

v

Survey continued on back



PUBLIC OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

X Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Qs. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
o NE

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

(X1 Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. if park County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
1] Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like argwe_red, ab‘out the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

\

(ﬂb 1"
3

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
Encludeq as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

0o fN NQwW

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[ 11-20Years

[ ] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? § 3 Y38

Q1 5.D0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

B<] Out of Town (Quside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[ ] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

) Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.qov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

e A e —————
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County -« City of Cody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

‘ MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

- Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 19 General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the fu!luwlng questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardlyanything L] Alot
] Nothingatall A Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low
Priority ¢
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improuements T 2 3
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their usefu! Iife and en hanceveh|de safety 2 3
c}(onstructmgawaterstorage tank off of Beacon Hill in Codym |mprove fire protectlon water storage and =
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, 2
and 1mgatmn system lmprovements . 3 Lf,) 5
e) [omplenng ADA 1amp pro,lects throu ghout Eocl}f toi improve accessmmty for persu ns wnh d:sablllttes 1 2 DI 5
f) Recanstructlng Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sherldan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb Ea
qutterand sidewalk improvements in Cudy 1 2 3 4 5/
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh) mcludlng rebwldmg B
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb gutter and s;dewalks trees; and ADA projects 1 2 QS 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—fmm Avenue Eto Seuenth Street—mcludmg
ADA ramps at comners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and ~
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 @)
|) Water sewer, street and sohd waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65- year oid water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant A~
upqrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 O 5
Q4.50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):
Low | ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 k_B/\' 4 S
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs, 1 2 3 @ 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3 U 5




Qs.Fullowing are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvimdng, ™ v o

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, =

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 . 3 4 (5.
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why ;

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 (5 )
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have O

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. —

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5

€) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according o State Statute 39-15-105, including ' — o
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
PurposeTax in Park (ounty would be pa id by travelers from outside Park Eounty 1 2 3 NS

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxisan addmonal 10 cents. For 3 5100 purchase the taxisan addltmnal S 00 Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our e
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 F de) 5

0_6. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convinding v ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -

is @ 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 a3 4 5
h)W'.th the oiland gas industry strugglmg statewide, now is not the time to be i mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 @: ) 4 5
c} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tatkleiargemfrastructure pmjeas rather than ralsmg taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively |mpacted froma 1% sales and use tax increase as 2%

aresult of fewer purchases belng made within Park County 1 C?-’/ 3 4 5
€) The 1% General PurposeTax will cost the average household in Park County an additional SSO per year. That =

amount of a taxincrease wdi Ilkely be a hardshlp for many Iow -income fammes and seniors on a ﬁxed income. 1 &f 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpuse Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties e

keep voting the tax in every fnuryears 1 Q/ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park (ounty to pursuea 1% Speuﬁc Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet =

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3 4 5

Survey continued on back V



PU BLIC OP“\”ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
{77 Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

QB. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes,) (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No

[ ] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be

included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[ ] 6-10Years

P4 11-20Years

[ ] MoreThan 20 Years

Q1 4., Whatis your zip code?

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(7] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

] Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don'tKnow /Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[C] 55-64

[4] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phane: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax; 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

= Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is setin stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, indluding how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
I3 Alot back to local govemments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
(] Nothing at all (X Some

(] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority € »  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 0, 5
c) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cady to improve fire protection, water storage and .
water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and imigation system improvements. _ 1 2 @ 4 5
&) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 1 3 ® 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, ~
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 3 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 0 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and _
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 € 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant X
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 €Y 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
low . High
Priority ¢ *  Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 ( 2 3 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convinging', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcte one number next to eachitem): NotAtAI ey
Convindng ¢ v Convinding
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax, Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden, a 2 3 4 §
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5

<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. Q) 2 3 4 5

d} Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the apportunity to vote an the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place, Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. @ 2 3 4 5

g) ltmakes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spedific Purpose Tax rather than a 19 General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 1o 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convinding”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote [N FAVOR of Park County’s propased

196 General Purpose Tax? (Please drdle one number next to each item):

Not At All Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng < " Convindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer anc other infrastructure projects. i 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 309 of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 196 General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 19 General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 5
¢} The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue, 1 2 @ ] 5

d)Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Foreample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park Gounty, 34%toCody, 22%to Powell and 1%toMeeteetse, 1 2 3 @ 5

€)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
Naticnal Park. Infact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

............... P -

g) Fora$10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents cansider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability toattract and retain local businesses in Park County. 12 (D 4 s

Survey continued on back



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continved from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(1 Don't Know/No Opinion

08. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? . , .

L) e WEeEeA T v o | v
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09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

01 0. i Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[>4 Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Defmnitely No
[] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

0,1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

(] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

More Than 20 Years

Q1 4. Whatis yourzip code? __

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

In Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

(] 45-54

55-64

(] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phane: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody -« Cityof Powell  Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turmned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

» Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
@ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
[ Nothingatall (] Some

B Alittle

(] Nothing at all

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 LS)

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @

................................................................................ .-

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 @

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 @

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low o High

Priority ¥ ¥ Priority




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convindng v ¥ (Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax _
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes 1 2 3 @ 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle Iarge mfrastructure pmJects rather than ralsmg taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d] Local retallers cuuld be negatwe[ylmpac’red froma 1%saies and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That
amount nfa fax mcreasewﬂl |Ik€|)f be a hardshlp fﬂr many Iow income famllles and seniorsona ﬁxed income. 1 2 @ 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpﬂse Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 19% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FﬂIiowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll " \.'gry.

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comwingng ™ © Kanvincng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 countiesin Wyommg have appmved the “l % General Purpose Tax 1 2 3 @ 5
c) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5

.............................................................................................................................................................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% m‘the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Poweli and 1% to Meeteetse 1 2 3 4 @)

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 < @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an addltaonal $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back I



PUBL[C OP]NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you voteYes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

@ Definitely Yes
("] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would

you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
_——

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

[

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

] 11-20 Years

@ MoreThan 20 Years

01 5. Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[® InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [ ] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these twotaxes) (Please check one) @P Age 65 or Older
[] Definitely Yes
E Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
["] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

WWW,[DWHOmeEtEEISE.Ufg

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278
Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
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BRIDGE IN PARK COUNTY

AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

ABSAROKA STREET IN POWELL

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « City of Cody - City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

I MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, ifany, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Spedific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third- -party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[J Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
O] Same familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Rardly anything [A A lot
[] Nothing atall [] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3 « There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Onascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low | ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank offof Beacon Hillin Codyto impfove fire prote&i un wate rstorage ad
water system! mamtenance 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgradmg (ud ys wasterwater Iagﬂon system, parts ufthe EXISTI ng storm dra mage system
and irrigation system improvements. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) Complermg ADA 1amp ,un:uecrs Ihmughnut (ody to rmpmve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Reconstructmg Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and SEdewaIk |mpr0vemems in Cody. 1 @) 3 4 5
g) ]mpmvements in Powe)'. along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), mcludmg rebuxldmg
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; anc! ADF\ pro}ects 1 @ 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—i nduding
ADA ramps at comners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repawng ofSevenrh Street {fmm Bernard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5
1) Water, sewer, street and sohd waste management projects in Meeteetse, including Eﬁ-year-nld water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 @ 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Fundmg furcommunlty gmupsand orgamzatlons like senior citizen centers, food hanks and chs and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 5

c) Endowments to go toward operating costs ofsmmmmg pools recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




Q5.Fu||nwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing”, how wauld you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing = " Lonvindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewerand otherinfrastructure projects. 1 2 3 (D 5
b} Unlike the existing 4% Safes & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep anly 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpase Tax. 1 2 @ 4 5
€) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by vaters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5

) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of popuflation. _
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 (}) 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Ta, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including =

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Departrment of Revenue estimates that abaut 30% of the 1% General
Purpase Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers fram outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aitical infrastructure, praperty values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convining', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Pease drde one number next to each item):

NotAtall ,  Very
Convindng ¥ ¥ {onvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
b} With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 )
€} The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixedincome. 1 m 3 4 5
) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’ in place. Votersin other counties

keep voting the tax in every fouryears. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) it makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spedific Purpose Tax rather than a 19 General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference batween these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBL]C OP“\“ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes

(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
1 Don'tKnow/No Opinion

QS. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a V2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

("] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. rrpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12. what other com munity improvement projects, if any, should be
incuded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13.H0wlong have you been a resident in the area’
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

] 11-20Years
feAMore Than 20 Years

—

Q14.Whatisyourzipcode? 2 43 5

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
[An Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
("] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[ ] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[4755-64

[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayar & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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BRIDGE IN PARK COUNTY

AVENUE B IN POWELL

STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

WASTEWATER L AGOON IN MEETEETSE

'WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects hasincreased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance——coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

«Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
# Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[7] Hardly anything Alot
[ Nothing atall Some

(] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

03.here are number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):;

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 5

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety.

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. ® 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, |
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). @ 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low < o High

Priority ™ ¥ Priority




QS «Following are some arguments peaple have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1ta 5, with 1 being “Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing®, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAYOR of Park County's proposed

?
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item): Not At Al L Veny

)

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ™ * Comvindng
from a 196 General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2

3 4 5

b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an impertant reason why
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @

................................................................................................................................................................................................................

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
1o be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 4 5

d} Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would goto Park County 34%to(ndy 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse, 2 3 4 5

..........................................

@) There are 49 exemptions from the 136 General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. /@ 2 3 4 5

f] Revenue froma voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would inclitde sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park, In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 196 General
PuposeTaxin PamCountymuld be paid by travelers from outside Park County. @

g) For a $10 purchase, the taxis an addltlonal 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aitical infrastructure, property values and our
ahility to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Conwincing” and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAl . Very
Convindng ? Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding anather 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b)Wrth the ail and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to he mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
c) Patk County, (ody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside e)clstlng tax dullars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes, 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County, 1 2 3 4 @
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That

amnuntnfatax increase will likely be a hardship for many Iow-mcome famlltes and seniors on a fixed income, @ 2 3 4 5
f)Whl!e voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpuse Taxafterit has been

in place for four years, its unlikely that it will be voted down enceit’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @

g}t makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 19 Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax, The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded, (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference hetween these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 CS)

Survey confinured on back I
.



PUBL[C OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. IFan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(tooppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Prabably Yes
Probably No
(1 Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

a7 (£ Fad ATIHST R LR

Ord, /73 me’f 7e ;»’“FS/W-?"M//V?
77 ,ﬁ. 7 7R #) pPrS R
09 Rdth rthan afull one (1) percen{ sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
B Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[ ] Definitely Yes
[1 Probably Yes
&f Probably No
I Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

XF iy Become PRI

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

o) Canl Hig ﬁMw@ ﬁdf*/n*ﬁf
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Q12.What othercommunltylmpmvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

' l?”;’[/&

e

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
11-20 Years
More Than 20 Years

014. What is your zip code? _2 £ _‘Z.ZS:/

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

i InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[[] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

B Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyouropinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Qz. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, indluding how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything (] Alot
[ Nothing atall [ Some

(] Alittle

[ Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @_" 3 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 4 é

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water sﬁiiage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 ﬁ:/_ ( @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, 2 .
and imigation system improvements. 1 2 (3) 4 5 /
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenug, as well as 29th Street curb, £
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 ki y,
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding -
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4/ 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and ; A\
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 @/
|)Water, Islewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant —~
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 ¥ 3/

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 @ 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming poals, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 Q’) 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 11to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing™ and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax =
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 ;‘j 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to -
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 L4 / 5
d) Local retailers could be neqgatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as PN
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 ! f3) 14 5
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 2 iR
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That A\
amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 ( 5)
ol

f) While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 G 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet s

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 Q/,ﬁ 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll N ‘.'i_!ry_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvinamg, ™ " R

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, o

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 ) 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why —

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 G/
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have P il

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 Li_/l
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. &

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would o to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 QJ 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 \_4/ 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indlude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General N
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 L_S/

g)fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our =
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 LS,/

Survey continued on back W



PUBUC OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,

Q11. what more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

- The boasics 8F el The Yay
Wold Lie ccdealated  dhat 38

water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one) S oA y
[ Definitely Yes AN X (‘*w\ oY oud (TR n“\— r\d e
["] Probably Yes - (_t“ AN ¥
Y w_-%{u:ﬁ A cover y"\\wv\b(‘ﬁ‘t‘ €
[] Probably No gy et 1Z.Whatnthercnmmumty|mprovement projects, if any, should be
[] Definitely No EVEIBA :
57 Don'tKnow/No Opinion Jﬁt‘: :bcludedas part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?
K= et holee \Wolswd \.Jn"TS S0P

s

08 What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

COMIINWC IV G -\

WW  Yust“eobase
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09 Rather than 3 full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

0,1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes

| Probably Yes

Probably No

[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Shgns * V\y{eu,c,( ot \{-T(fkfl _muL&
= J

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

@ More Than 20 Years

Q1 4. Whatis your zip code? _gii e §

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

P9.55-64

[] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?
[ ]

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down « What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceed_s of the 1% General « Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. - Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and g}fgﬁgg? Ao the 135 Gene ol Frpote Famd oy e
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent '

funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Surveyinside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
(] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
= Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardlyanything L] Alot
1 Nothing atall £ Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item);

low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 5! 3 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 I ) 4 5
<) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and =
water system maintenance. 1 (2] 3 4 5

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................

d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, -
and irrigation system improvements. 1 (\2] 3 4 5

e) (ompleting ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @) 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, R

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. A 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding A~

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and 7

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 g/ 4 5
|)Water sewer street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant .

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 Q) 4 5

Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority € > Priority
= . )
a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks, vs 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 3 4 5
............................................................................................................................................................................................... g
¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadiities. €1 ] 2 3 4 5



Q5.F0I|0wing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 bging "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

9 ! i e number next to each item):
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle on ) NotAcAl ery

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing ™ * Guvaceg
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, fj
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 ( 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why =
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 {_,2, 4 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The taxwould have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. < TT:”' 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. ~)

U“_/ 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding &
% .

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General .

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 f_\_. 2) 3 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional 51.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item);

Not AtAll . Very
Convincing ™ 7 Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax g

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 (4 5
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to 0

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 (&) 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as (\

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3) 4 5
€) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That N\

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. | 1. )2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet %

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 (5

Survey continued on back V
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PUBUC OP[N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No” 01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes

["] Probably No 01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be

% [{J}EﬁTKEWN?N i included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?
on't Know/No Opinion

QS. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? : A . = _
%;,jj wolll s b€ aard 2 a@udz«;_ :

Nacch J‘-*-f{f Yhe D2 124y, {Q//‘J-l-b’)éé e Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?

o : Cwu r’%/-!‘iffd J (Please check one)
/ 7 (] 0-5Years

Q9. Rather than a full ane (1) percent sales and use tax, i Park [] 6-10Years

County pursued a2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and B 11-20Years

consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it More Than 20 Years

addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this (3 &
proposal? (Please check one) Q14. Whatis yourzipcode?_ 5212 =
[] Definitely Yes 01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

] Probably Yes (Please check one)

(] Probably No ] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
BX] Definitely No [ OutofTown (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
("] Don't Know/No Opinion (] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q10. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use Q6. What s your age? (Please check one)
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44 Years

water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54

"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details ] 55-64

regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) D] Age 65 or Older

1 Definitely Yes
B Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; (307) 527-7511 Phone: (307) 754-5106 Phone: 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.cityofcody-wy.gov www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody . City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

»  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V>
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelape is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All su rveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed Fn_formatiun, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
9 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardlyanything % ?Iot
] Nothing atall oCiR

(] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to’5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | ,  High
Priority € ?  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 X ) &
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 4/ s
c) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and o 1
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 57/
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 t _5'/
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, )
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding A
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 L5/
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue Eto Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B Cand D avenues, and ~
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 o §/
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant @
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4

Q4.Snrne residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1 to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ?  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 (4 / 5
h)FundtngforcummunrtygmUps and orga;;;tli‘(l);;iiicl;s‘e;i;rcitizen cent‘flzlgf;;}d banks and Boys and Girls Clubs1 b 2 o 3 ) j\' 5
c} Endowmentsto g;;;ward operatingm;é-;;%%.%};cjI;;;;i;,l‘rlf.zcreaﬁon;r;;;;ndsimilarfaciliu'es. 123/ ) 4 5



QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ 7 Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax P

is a 25%increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1/ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to :

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1/ 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as -—'-ﬁ

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. .0 2 3 4 5

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an addltmnal 580 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many Iow-mmmei%mllies and seniorsona ﬁxed income. | 1 2 3 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’sin place. Voters in other counties ~
keep voting the tax in every four years. \1) 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpcse Tax ratherthan 3 1%General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet .
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) [1./

p—
(]
Lad
=N
wa

Qﬁ.Fﬂllowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Coninclg; © g
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, A
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 LS)
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues, k.
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why 0
210f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1 %Generaf Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 LS/
¢)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have A\
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5/
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. ~
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 G
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including ‘
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 \ y
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General /N
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 -5/

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 (Ly

Survey continued on back V



PUBUC OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance incuding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

] Probably No

[] Definitely No

("] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

08. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? o
v e Stred tife

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this

proposal? (Please check one)
uld /ﬂ‘f for

/7" w
(] Probably No Lol WAL
] Definitely No W ( !a “ o |
Don't Know/No Opini O y, OF oA
[] Don't Know/No Opinion y o e
Q1 0. Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[, Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
("] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

g ot tS e

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What othercommunity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years

11-20 Years
, More Than 20 Years

Q1 S.Do you live in town or out of town?

lease check one)
{InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24 Years

[ ] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

@:Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcady.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

e
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down +  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Pruneed's of the 1% General . Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
PurpnseTaxwgu!d ha\fe gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects )
throughout Park County. +  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and o R 2 Prop

G ; : , of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in thisimportant Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play animportant role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(1 Hardly anything D/?m

[~NSom

Nothing atall
- ? [] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to S, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Repalnng Park County 5 brldges that are in the greatest need ohmprovements 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Repa mng urreplaang roadways in Park County to extend thewuseful e and enhance vehide safety 1 2 @ 4 5
(4] Constructlng awater storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody i mprove fire pmtectmn, waterstorage and .
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 1 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the exmlng storm drainage system, ~
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 G j) 4 5
e Complenng ADA ramp projects thruughnut Cody to |mproue accessubd EI}‘ for persnns W|th dlsahmnes 1 @) 3 4 5
f) Reconstructmg Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Auenue, aswell as 29th Street curb, o
gutterand sidewalk i mprovements in Cody. 1 2 6 4 5
g} Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Thlrd to Seventh) including rebuilding
the water Ilne street W|den|ng storm dralns curb, gutterand s:dewalks trees; and ADA projects 1 2 3 4 @
h] Stoﬁndm\nage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—lndudmg
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving nfSeventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 65 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste ma nagement projects in Meeteetse, including 65- yea roldwater
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
uparades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
Low ,  High
Priority ¥ Priority

a) Remation—re}ated projects like bike paths, ball ﬁelds, horse trails and skate parks. 1

@
b) Fundmg fercommunltygmups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Bo\,rs and Girls Clubs. 1 @ 3 4 5
@

c) Endowmentstogo toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centersand 5|m|iar faalltles 1




Q5.Fnlluwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 bging "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circdle one number next to each item):
Not At All ., Very

- . 4 3 -
Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, :
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 @ 5

) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
e

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General x
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) For a 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

QG. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ¥ 7 (onvincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax :
isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. ] 2 3 (4 } 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That ;
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 G) 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties —
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet :
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

v

Survey continued on back



PUBLIC OP]N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Pefinitely No

Don't Know/No Opinion

Q&Whatis our main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
y Y, regarding p

T ; . .
ax proposa u,a[l'ﬂlf}.h':ﬂb" S}L%VIA”%L‘

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or “No" (o oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[Y/Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

] Befinitely Yes
Probably Yes

[] Probably No

] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 T What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years

(] 13-20Years
;;/ﬁore Than 20 Years
Q14. whatis yourzip code? X_Ljif_ﬂj

Q1 5, Do you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
In Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
45-54
[] 55-64
[] Age 65 orOlder

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax; (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org



