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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . CityofCody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?
L

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down +  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% ﬂp#onai Taxor 5th Elentfé:x).(!;mceedls of the 1% General . Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax would have gopetowar road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. » Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
1 1 i 0

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and :?ffgrﬁ:ggg g8 eneval Purpse Taxa! proposed e

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent '

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal

considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean

proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that, We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not

given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[7 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything (] Alot
] Nothing at all [ Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storageand

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persans with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Wse Fhe poney You Spenson Sotveys *\3- s A -
Plraning . Foc +he Good oF He o0,

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 5

<) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3 4 5



QS.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 11to 5, with 1 being "Not
At Al Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
NotAtAll Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cowvinclay ** " Comindng
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. T 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powelland 1%to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businessesin Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
Convincing ¥ 7 Conwincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
o) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to X

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 /5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 s (3
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 4 @

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose }\/ ] \
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet © .,
for additional details regarding the difference between these twao taxes.) 1 2

Survey continued on back »



-
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY cntinued from nside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vote*Yes” (in favor) or"No”
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[J Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
(] Probably No
54 Definitely No
[J Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. whatis your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one {1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & UseTax and
consequently reduced the aumber of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or “No” {to oppose) this
proposal? {Please chedt one)

[] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
(] Probably No
B4 Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Ql 0. if Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote " Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose} this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reganding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(1 Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
(] Probably No
3 Definitely No
(7 Don't Know/No Opinion

Vo T

Q17 whatmore would you like to know, orwhat question(s) would ‘
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Wit Partp VO de ders. |
et Undesinad 2

Q1 2. What other commun ity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 196 General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

‘ 01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

- 0-5Years - --
(] 6-10Years
(] 11-20Years

[J MoreThan 20Years — So ¢ eanty —

Q1 4, whatis your zip code?

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

¢-In Town {Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Out of Town {Outside the incorporated Municipality)

[] Don'tKnow /Not Sure

Q16. Whatisyourage? {Please chedk one)

[ 18-24Years
[ 25-34Years
(] 35-44Years
(] 45-54

] 5564

(] Age65 or Older

) ,) J)

Thank you for participating!

Ifyou have quastions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayer & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyorning 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayar@cityofcody.com
www.cityofeody-wy.gov

Phone: {307) 754-5106
admin@dityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse

Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Mezteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tetwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkceunty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ.Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Aot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[] Hardly anything L] Alot

[ Nothing at all 2] Some

] Alittle
(] Nothingat all

Q3. There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | ,  High
Priority ¥ v Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to imprdve fire protection, water storageand """""""""""""""""""""""""
water system maintenance. ﬁ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, -~
and irrigation system improvements. (‘_ﬁ 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cady to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @7 1 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody.

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaraka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects.

@
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding

ADA ramps at corners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). &) 2 3 4 5

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2 3 4 5

Q4.50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike pafns, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. /6? 2 3 4 5



05 « Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincding ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -_

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the il and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackielarge |nfrastTucture pro;egts ratherthan ralsmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retalters could he neqatwely |mpacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
e}The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet /\
1

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 2 3 4 5

06. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
NotAtAll . Very

Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, 3
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local qovernments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @

to be approved by voters euery four years for it to continue.

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have (7
\

d) Revenues froma voter- approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For examp!e 43% of the tax revenues woufd go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment.

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including o
1

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indlude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County.

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2

3 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBL[C OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
74, Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
mMmyte, Money [For

&5 Tb Stend Fal wafe,

I;gy@ oyd For ﬁrodrgz&z ff\\ﬁ S@eureﬁ,
edpla

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
] Probably No

ERDefinitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 . What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

&\ ow To Uple O C,JTQI,

?& ¢ oV ‘{ WSyt anae C’O&T-—’

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Mope.

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[ 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years
E_MnreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? _§ 2 1 &

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

QOut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. What is your age? (Please check one)
yourag

[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or ] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes,) (Please check one) [ Age 65 or Older
[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
(E,Deﬁnitefy No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Park County - Cityof Cody - CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In Novenber 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in thisimportant Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported bya third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
m Gome familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[] Hardlyanything CJ Alot

] Nothing atall [] Some

W Alittle
] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and =\
water system maintenance. 1
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irigation system improvements. 1
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects.

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division).

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacementalong Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing.

Q4.Sﬂme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ *  Priority
‘ Ty . -
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 (Q) 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilties. 1 2 @ 4 5




Q5. Followi ng are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 7 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convinding', how would you rate each of the fellowing arquments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
196 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to eachitem): Not AtAll Yery

Convindng ¥ Convindng
a)} The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b)Wlﬂ'l the GI| and gas tndustry struggllng statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. m 2 3 4 5
c) Park Cuunty Cudy Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle Iarge lnfrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. @ 2 3 4 5

d) local retallers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @

e} The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average househald in Park County an additional $80 per year, That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed Incum@

£} While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years.

g) It makes mare sense for Park County to pursue a 19 Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpase Tax goes away ance the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIlowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. Gn 2 scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convindng" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to eadh item):

NotAtAll | , | very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, reventies {onvindng ~ " Convindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priotity street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sates & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an impartant reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

fo be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General PurposeTax would be d|stnbuted based on size of populat:cn

Fcr examp!e, 43% ofthetax rewnueswould goto Palk County 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 18610 Meeteetse 1 2 3 4 (?)

e)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, focd, fuel, feml:zer livestock, feed and farm equlpment 1 2 3 4

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated ans:deYeIlowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 16 General @
5

PurposeTax in Park(ountywuuld be paid by travelers from outside Park County, 1 2 3 4

g) Fora $10 purchase the tax is an additional 10 cents, For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aitical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain lacal businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4

Survay continied on back b




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued frominside

QT. If an election were held today, would you vote"Yes” (in favor) or “No”
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please cheds one)

Definitely Yes

bably Yes

7 Probably No
] Definitely No
(1 Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Q9. Rather than a full ane (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
{ounty pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequenitly reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or "No” {to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ DefinitelyYes
1 Probably Yes
(] Probably No

}
Definitely No l% .
%,Dontl(nowlNoOpmlon ,PWQ&/

Q10.lf Park County pursuad a 1% “Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1. What morewould you like to know, orwhat question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

e
—

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part ofthe 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this faff?

/

—

01 3. How long have you been a tesident in the area?
(Please dhedk one)

(] 0-5Years
6-10Years

%{11-20 Years
MoreThan 20 Years

015. Do you live in town or out of town?

{Please chedc one)
InTown {fnside the Incorporated Municipality}
Out of Town (Qutside the incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. What is your age? (Please chedk one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund L] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or L] 45-54
"No" {to oppose) this proposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 55-64
reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please chedk one) Age 85 or lder
[} Definitely Yes
7 Probably Yes
(] Probably No L

Definitely No ]g_; oy

Don'tKnow/NoOpinion P ™ i{; o P@ Se. -

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cedy City of Powell Town of Meetaetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundl Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2260 270 Clark 51 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1602 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayer@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: {307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@ictwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www_parkcounty.us

&
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
°
in November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. - Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

i i ingthe 1%G d ed
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and S 06 R S TR S S

s : ; \ of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support fram our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Surveyinside I
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
K] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything ] Alot
] Nothing atall [ Some

[] Alittle

[ Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improuements 1 2 3 :
b) Repam ngor replacmg 10a dways in ParkCuuntym extend ther useful llfe and enhance vehicle Safety 1 2 3
c) Constructmg a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cndy to |mpruve fire protectlon water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 j 4 5
.................................................................................................................................................................. e
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm dralnage system, —
andlrrlgatlon system |mprovements 1 2 - 3- 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects rhmughout Cod)rto |mprove accessibility for personswnh dlsab|||t|es 1 j 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb
gutterand 5|dewalk rmprovements in (udy 1 fiy @ 4 5
) Imprﬁvemenrs in Puwell along Ahsamka Street (from Third to Seventh) including rebm[dmg _
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutterand smlewalks trees; and ADA pmJects 1 2 3 @ s
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—lncludlng
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4§ 3
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65- year uld water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 s 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects witha 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to eachitem):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b)Fundmgforcommu nrtygmupsandorgamzamns like senior atlzencenters fuudlﬁlanks and. If‘ioys ndGiisCus, 1 ....... (‘: 2} ....... 3 ............. 4 “““““““““““ 5 lllll
c)Endowmentstogo towardoperatmgcos{sofsmmmmg pools, recr;ﬂ.;&lc;r;cenlersénd similarfaciii;i;; ............................... 1 (__'2_> ““““““ 3 IIIIIIIIIIII 4 IIIIIIIIIIII 5 ....



Qs.Follﬂwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1t 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll " U’?ry_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvincg ™ " Eapdng

from a 19 General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, ;

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 P
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Ta, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why _

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 )
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 \’Q

...................................................................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. )
Fur example 43% ofthe tax reuenueswould go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% toPowelland 1% toMeeteetse, 1 2 3] 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including )
real estate purchases food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm eqmpment 1 2 3 D 5

.............................................................................................................................

f) Revenue froma voter—approved 19% General Pumose'{ax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General P
Purpose Taxin Park (uunty would be pald by travelers from outside Park Count)r 1 2 3 4 P,

] Fora $10 purchase the taxisan addmonai 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, thetax isan addltaonal 51 UIJ Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our o
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 D

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convincing ™ 7 Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax ‘

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 €3, 4 5
h) Wﬁth the 01l and gas mdustry strugghng stateW|de now is not the time to be increasi ng taxes. 1 L?—) 3 4 5

e -

c) Park County Cudy, Poweell and Meeteetse shﬁuld be setting asude existing tax dolfarsto "

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 } &3 - 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases bemg rnade Wlthln Park County. t Ciy @ 4 3
e} The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $EO per year. That

amount ofa taxincrease W|I1 Ilkely be a hardshm for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 5

f} While vatersin Park Euunty would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit'sin place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 (A) 5

g) Itmakes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet s
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 (‘:D 4 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBL[C OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. Ifan election were held today, would you vote*Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(N Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? 4
[\}l'_)f\"’ 2.

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[ ] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 T+ What more would you like to know, or what guestion(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Ao g

Q1 3. How long have you been a residentin the area?
(Please check one)

[A] 0-5 Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[] More Than 20 Years

Q1 4. Whatis your zip code?

0,1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedk one)

[N InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q] 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

(] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

] 55-64

@ Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phane: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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BRIDGE IN PARK COUNTY

STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

AVENUE B IN POWELL WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . CityofCody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down +  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceed§ of the 1% General +  Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax would ha?e gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.  review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and gf:;;gggg regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and propased use
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent '

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are - that, We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelape is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
E Soria familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything L Alot

Nothing atall (] Some
- g 57 Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircdle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 a@a s
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody toimprove fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 ¥ g 4 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @ §

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 @ 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water i
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 (3) 4 5
Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
Low P i High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 @ 3 4 5




QS.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 be:ing "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , ey

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Gasniicing. Gy

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 § 5 3
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 @ 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyorning Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General -
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County, 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 @ 3 d 5

Q6. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng 7 (Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @/ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. L @ 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »
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Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[1 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

PR plere SR oI T TN G
0F  PROIECTT

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use ta, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[<] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1fpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[£) Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

o APrilCTrSs  CFosEA’

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

] 11-20Years

£4 MoreThan 20 Years

Q1 5.0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[X] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

[ 55-64

[] Age65orOlder

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?
L]
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down « Whatare your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
.;urpase ?x, 1% g;:gmna! Tax or 5th rgent Fc'lax).cil’ruceed; ofthe 1% Generatl . Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
urpose Tax would have gone toward road an street improvenents, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. » Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
d i ct ds rath
The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General :I?at: : g;;lzgz:’al:'::; [:;T Ta::;u il

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and i

L . : ; proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—pPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey :.Ni” play an important role in whether or nota 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax s pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q] « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not famiﬁarwjth the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & UseTax, induding how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of}revenue; that go
[] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[FFSome familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything L] /‘5"“

i Some
(1 Nothing atall ;

[] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to eachitem):

Low | . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’ bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 (3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their usefullife and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 Cﬁ 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, water storage ad
water system maintenance. 1 (2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, .
and irrigation system improvements, 1 (2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabiliies. 1 2 {_3_ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1) 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding “ ..................................
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees: and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Starm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue F to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,C and D avenues, and )
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 (2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in ﬁf;l-t-e-é-t-éetse, mcludmgt’sﬁyearoldwater ----- R
distribution fine replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant ",
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing, 1 (2) 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1o 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle ane number next to each item):

Low High

Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks. LJ [ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations ike senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 (3) 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. (1 2 3 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At Al

Convincing ¢

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax P

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. kl/ 2
h) With the oil and gas mdustry strugg]mg statewuie, now is not the time to be i mcreasmg taxes. \1/ 2
c) Park Cuunty, [ody Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside E)ustlng tax dollars to -

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than ralsmg taxes. fk 1) 2
d) Local retailers could be negatively |mpa(ted fmm a1% sales and use tax increase as -

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County Q/ 2
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional SS{J peryearThat

amount uf ataxincrease will hkehr be a hardship for many Jow-mcome fammes and seniorson a fixed income. |1 2

.................................................................................................................

f) While voters in Park Cnunty would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years. ) 2
g) It makes more sense for Park (ou nty to pursue a 1% Speuﬁc Purpose Tax rather thana 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

foradditional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) {\1/ 2

Qﬁ.Fuf!uwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vate IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Conviming = * Canvincing
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, i !
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. [1/1 2 3 4

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, Thisisan important reasonwhy

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. I\U 2 3 4 \
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have p l! _
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. [ 1) 2 3 4 i
..................................................................................................................................................................................................... T T N T T ¢
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. , l
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. b 2 3 4 ( {5
el
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................ i
e)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding il
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. (1) 2 3 4 "Bl
................................................................................................................................................................... W I
¥
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone I I
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General s | |
Purpnse Taxin Park Cﬂunty would be patd hy travelers from outside Park Ccunty 1 2 3 4 5

/ ) .

g) Fura §10 purchase, the tax s an addmonal 10 cents. Fnr a 5100 purchase thetax isan addmonal $1.00. Many .:|_
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our v
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. [ 1) 2 3 4 5

\JJ’
Survey continued on back P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vote”Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
] Probably No

Definitely No
(1 Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "Na" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
] ProbablyYes
] Prebably No
efinitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
{1 Prabably Yes

[] Probably No
@/Deﬁnitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13 « How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)
[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 1-20Years
ore Than 20 Years

Q]4.What is your zip code?

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(4 Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16.What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

] 55-64

[ Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners

Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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AVENUE B IN POWELL

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

. s . . or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—ourtaxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[+Hardly anything [ Alot
] Nothing atall [] Some

Little

[] Nothingatall

Q3. There are anumberof projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Onascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 ;E) 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety 1 2 @ 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and B o o
water system maintenance. 1 2 L}’ 4 5
d] Upgradmg Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities 1 ] é/ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, =
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 (.3) 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding P
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 w 5
h} Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 @ 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65year—oldwater ......................................
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ §

Q4.Sorne residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority
) Recreallon related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 @

...................................................................................................................................................................

O
c) Endowments to go toward operating costs ofsmflmmlng pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3 4 @




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 16 5, with 1 being "Nat At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convinding”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
19 General Purpase Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Yey
Convind i ¥ Convind
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax o e
isa 25% increase. That's oo much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 196 sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

€)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an adcitional $30 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5

1) While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 19% General Purpose Taxafter it has been
in place for four years, it unlikely that it will bie voted down once it’s in place, Voters in other counties :
keepvoting the tax in every four years. @

.........

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. {Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.} 1 2 @ 4

Qﬁ.Fullowing are some arguments pecple have made in faver of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “"Not
AtAll Convinding” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following argumnents as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’ proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | y | Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng " Convindng

from a 19 General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, -

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. [ 2 3 (&, s
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

Jocal govemmenits get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why _

21 of 23 counties in Wyerning have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2
€) The 196 General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal electicn in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2

&) There are 43 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 )

f}Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Departrent of Revenue estimates that about 30%6 of the 1% General .
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2

¢) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount te pay to protect critical infeastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2

Survey continued on back v




PU BLIC OP[N]ON SUP\VEY continued from inside

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would

07. If an election were held today, would you vote”Yes” (in favor) or“No”
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water,sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

@‘ﬁeﬁnitely‘(es

(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

QB What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[ 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

4 11-20Years

[] More Than 20 Years

Q1 4, Whatis yourzip code?i;iéj

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Q1 5.0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
[G-Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
efinitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use Q16. whatis yourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [+45-54
"No" (to appose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64

regarding thedifference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
@/ﬁghablyves
["] Probably No

(1 Definitely No
1 Don't Know/No Opinion

[] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumnsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
Www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theiinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
4 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(7 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything L] Alot
] Nothing at all B Some

[] Alittle

] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item);

low , High
Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 @ """"" 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water smréagé d
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system impro!_.fgm_e_nt_s. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Some residents ur@dii ketoseea ToGeneral Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of thefelfowing projects with.a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

\[ 0% | peopl Ak exlral v , High
‘ A e an Yo weld

R ion-related tke-bike-paths-bat ; ils and s . 2 3

a) Reaeation-related pro ike-paths; 5, horse trails and skate parks. ?L'W\&ﬂum 1 4 @

"~

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar falities. JFLLK 1 2 3 4 @

*% ‘ P i AN UL L2



QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1
b) With the oil and gas mdusiry strugghng statewide, now is not the time to be i mcreasmg taxes. 1

q Park County Cody, Powell and Meeteetse shﬁuld be setting aside emstmg tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FuHowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not AtAll ,  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Conrvindng = - Canwincng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, -,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 of 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse 1 2 @ 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purcha ses, foud fuef femllzer Iwestock feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5
f)Revenue froma voter—approved 1% General Purpase Taxwould include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General .
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PU BLIC OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote”Yes” (in favar) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
("] Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Mnak felenuis walbd r\& 0d-
g-.’\u\ty(_,.e: [\1\.. Cﬁ AN —‘?;L \/\é b

faX } OS  (ANALaoN
Qg Rather than a mllmercent sale:%and use tax, |f-Pkaqr%C
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favar) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
4-Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
("] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

01 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

“Definitely Yes [
Probably Yes
[] Probably No )
(] Definitely No

] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q1 T. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

s

Q12.What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

(] 11-20Years
[d-More Than 20 Years

Q14 What is your zip code? @qg >

Q15.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

4 Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[ ] 25-34 Years

[] 35-44Years

(] 45-54

[] 55-64

[ZAge 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners

Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down «  What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 19 Optional Tax or Sth Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General +Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax wou d ha\_!e gone toward road and stree; improvements, l.fnrater or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects )
throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State o~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional

information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and ; NIV . P prop

ki : : ; of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V>



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything Alot
[ Nothing atall [] Some

] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 @ 3 B 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehicle safety. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 1 @ 4 S
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of AB,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemnard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4..50me residents would like to see 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ — 7 Convind
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax : -
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. T 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpase Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Speific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FuIIuwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing " Convindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 19 General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

PurposeTax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 é) 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aitical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBUC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
{54 Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
R Scaunse of THE DownwTuRy cas 7HIE
= my THESE F ittt aorlBE

UL SED Pol THEAR |/ TEADED PuRAASE

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q] 0. ifPark County pursueda 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

TiHiE Tax Stowu ) 3= For SrPeEcFe
PRoIECTLS). s Ens iZ57TIMATED (S5
T2t% Atcimprtcly Zads.
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Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

THESE pfRE Cowne in BRBE Tougr
TImES. Suck (upl TIPKE CARE
o THE BASES

013. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[ More Than 20 Years

- -
Q14. Whatis your zip code? £343¢

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

&1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24 Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34 Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details L] 55-64
reqarding the ifference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) (4. Age 65 or Older
[ Definitely Yes
[4 Prabably Yes
] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

www.townofmeeteetse.org

Phone: 307-868-2278
Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County .« CityofCody - Cityof Powell . Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

: L ) ; or should not—Dbe funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof ~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02 Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
5 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardlyanything [ Alot
] Nothingat all P4 Some

] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority Y ¥ Priority
a) Reparnﬂg Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 3)
b) Hepamng orreplacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 ©)
c) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire pmtectlnn water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ s
d) Upgradmg Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
e) (amp)etmg ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, i
gutter and 5|dewalk |mpr0vements in (ody 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Improvements in Poweli along Absaroka Street (from Thlrd ta Se\.re nth) mcl uding rebuilding
the water Ilne street wrdenmg, sterm drams curb gutter and 5|dewalks trees and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm dratnage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Pwenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65 year -old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Scme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority € > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 @ 5

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and 5|m||ar faulltres @ 2 3 4 5




Qs.Foilowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 196 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convindng’, how wauld you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):;

NotAtAll , Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ™ " Convindng

froma 196 General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure prajects. 1 2 3 4 @
b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Taxrevenues, This is an important reason why

210f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 196 General Purpose Tax. 1 2 -3 4 @
¢) The 19 General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years far it to continue. 1 @ 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a vnter-approved 1% General PurposeTax would be distributed based cn size of population. _
Forecample, 3% ofthetatevenues woudgotoPark County, WbtoCody W6 toPoweland [%oroMeeteese. 1 2 (3) 4 5

€) There are 49 exemnptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, acmrding to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchiases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @

f) Revenue fram a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paidhynavelersfmm outside Park County. 1 2 3 1 )

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For 3 $100 pun:hase the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our
abifity to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2

©

0.6. Following are some arguments pegple have made against Park County's 196 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
M Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reasen to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll L Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Comvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 196 sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax buiden. @ 2 3 4 5
b)Wlth the 0|I and gas tndustry stmgglmg statewde, ROW s not the time to be tncreasmg taxes, (1 ) 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, (ody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting a5|de existing tax dollars to

tackle Iarge Inflastmctu e pro;ects rather than ralsmg taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
d) l.ocal retallers could he neganvely !mpacted from al% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

e}The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 peryear. That
amount ofa tax increase will Ilkeiy be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5

f}WhlIe voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Voters in other counties
keep votmg the taxin ever}f four years

Q
ra
ad
.
L

g) lt makes More sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet @

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on badk b
.




PUBL[C OP[NION SU RVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

BX( Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
T hane no ContesnNs  o¥her

Han dhe mﬂm ance_ of Fellaw
Tack (“mjﬂ H: Jo fece .

09 Ratherthan a full one( ) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
X4 Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
fo, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference betweenthese twotaxes) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
["] Don't Know/No Gpinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

E’)\mcu/ﬁqw%l*ﬂmf ulfLU,«Lmq
WCLL_L Cy\\}‘%

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years
11-20Years

[] More Than 20 Years

01 5.Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[ ] 35-44Years

q 45-54

[] 55-64

[] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278
Fax: 307-868-2608

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515

mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

www.cityofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net

WWW,IGWI'IDmeEtEEtSE.UI’g

sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us



AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County + CityofCody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almaost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and streetimprovements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

- Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Qz Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

Lo familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
] Hardlyanything [] Alot
] Nothing atall [¢] Some

[] Alittle

["] Nothing at all

(B.There area number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a} Reparrrng Park Countys hndges that arein the greatest need of i mprovements 1 2 3 4 @
h) Repamng or repiatrng roadways inPark Countyta extend theirusefulife and enhance vehide safety 1 2 @D 4 5
c) Constructlng a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to |mpr0ve fire pratectlon water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upg rading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm dratnage system _
and irrigation system mprovements 1 2 3 @ 5
e) Eornpletrng ADA ramp projects thmughout Cody ta |mpr0ve accessrbilrty far persans wrth drsa btlrtres @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and srdewalk |mpr0vements in Eody 1 @ 3 4 5
g')tmprtwements in Pewell along Absaraka Street (from Thrrd to Seventh} mcludrng rehurldlng -
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repavrng of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 G2 4 5
|] Water sewer, street and sotrd waste management prejects in Meeteetse mtludrng 65 year old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant :
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 (D 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low % ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 @ 5
b] Fundrng for tummunrtygrnups and arganrzatrunslrkesenmr dtizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 @ 3 4 5

c) Endawments togotoward uperatmg costs afswtmmmg pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 @j 3 4 5




QS Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Conviecing fontadng

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 Cp 3 4 5
o) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have "

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. _

Fm example 43%0f t’ne faxrevenues wuuld go to Park (c-unty 34 *E:to Cod)r, 22 otu PoweIE and 1 ’utn Meeteelse @ 2 3 4 5

e)Th ere are 49 exe mptiuns from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. (D 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General :
PtfrpnseTax in Park County would be pald hy travelers from outside Park {ounty @ 2 3 4 5

g) Fur a S'IU purthase the taxisan addltmnal 'ID cents, Fur a 5100 purchase the taxisan addltlnnal S] UU Man}f
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ Fol Iowing are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not AtAll . Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. (T 2 3 4 5
bwmh the ml and gas mdustry strugglmg statewme now is not thetlme tobei mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 @ b 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to _

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @7 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e)]he % General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase WI|| llkely bea hardshlp for manz.r Iow income famlllesand seniors on a fixed income. CD 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General PurpnseTax afterit has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specaﬁ[ Purpose Tax rather than a 19 General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet P

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBL[C OPINION SU RVEY continued from inside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No
] Definitely No
[ ] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q& What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather thana full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

P4 Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose] this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one)

B4 Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 19 General Purpose Tax?

Wiy ROILD ADA CWDEWALK
- AMPS WHEN MreNY ARLES o0l

LotS HAVE N SinEwaLwe S 2

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

] 11-20Years

51 More Than 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[%4- InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

(] 45-54

[] 55-64

54 Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us



Q5. Following are some arguments peaple have made in favar of Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1t0 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing® and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y | Very
a} With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng " (onvindng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local govemments get to keep 99% af the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reasen why
210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @

¢ The 1% General PurpuseTax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue.

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 196 General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2296 to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse 2 3 4 5

@) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-1 05, indudi nﬁ
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @

f} Revenue from a voter-approved 19 General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yell pwstone
Nationat Park. Infact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 3036 of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by traveles from outside Park County @

residents consider this a reasonable amount te pay to protect aitical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments peaple have made against Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convinding”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Vey
Convindng ¢ P Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tadle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes, @ 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
€} The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year, That

amount of a tax inarease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @ 2 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has heen

in place for four years, it’s unfikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Yoters in other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years. @ 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursute a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 19 Specific Purpase Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded, (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back p




PUBUC OP[N[ON SU RVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes

("] Probably No
%/ﬁ;ﬁniteiyhls
Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

TaxproE(JsaI?
o Zzggéé %o ZL% jﬁ L b ?

Qg Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
@}I;JeﬁnitelyNo
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

010. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(A Definitely No
[] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, orwhat question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12.What other community‘ithprovement projects, if any, should hz&y_@g
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this €1

Yt Zizn)

Q] 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years
Q)Mnre Than 20 Years
Q14. Whatis your zip code? _‘8;2_’-{‘_/:#

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] IpTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Q)O’ut of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[ 35-44 Years
[] 45-54
5-64
[ Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.dtyofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Town of Meeteetse

Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?
L]

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Pmceed_s of the 1% General + Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax w_uuld ha\.fe gone toward road and street_ improvements, \fvater or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. « Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

; ; . ;
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and gggzzzg:‘ regaring the 1% General PurposeTaxand poposed use
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent ’
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P>
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [] Alot
[] Nothing at all [ Some

(] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low .  High
Priority ?  Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadwaysin Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 (2-) 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. O 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant 5

upqrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 @ 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of Tto 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ P Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
RPAS_——————————————— VA ) B
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QS «Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to5, with 1 being “Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
NotAtAll | Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Camincg, ™ ~ Gy
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewerand other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 e 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 (>

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the taxrevenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 . B 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ¥ 7 Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time ta be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 > 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ s
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 D 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase willlikely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @

q) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back W



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

o

Cuers ._Corr. Pl?-efzdr STUDLES , (SSUES

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "MNo" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. fpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[x] Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2., What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[« 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

(] More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? B2 % ' G

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Y Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[7 Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

(] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

(3] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

. A . . or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. « Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W



R O NS NIRRT e e K i T e S N e e
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported bya third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything [] Alot
[ Nothing atall %?Lmel

ittle

(] Nothingat all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvementsin Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding .

the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4) 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and S

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 (4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low . High

Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 k_}:, 4 5
.tlln);i.i.ll'lalciingforc;;nmunit)rgroupsand orga;;izatiﬁnsIikeseniurdtizen centersfood hank_s;;id Boysand GrrIsCIubs12 ......... _3) .............. 4 ............... 5 ....
Eviowmentstogotavardoerting st ofsvimingpok, eceaton et il s G



QS. Following are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 11to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not fkt {\II y ) 'd’gry’

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ™ Gonveicing

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, o

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 i;; 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why ‘

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 @ - 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have -

to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 2 3 4 &/
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. )

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 3% to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1%to Meeteetse, 1 2 3 d i} 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including B

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 (5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General .

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 3/

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Vey
) . Convindng ™ 7 Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax o

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b}W“Ih the oil and gas mdﬂstry strugg]mg statew:de now is not the time to be mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 _4:\ 5
¢) Park {ount}r, Eudy, Powell and Meeteetse shculd be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle Iarge infrastructure projects rather than ralsmg taxes. 1 2 3 { j} 5
d) Lu(al retailers could be negatwely |mpacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as o

aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park County 1 2 3 (4) 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average hnusehold in Park County an addltmnai $80 per year. That .

amount of a tax mcreasewnl Ilkely be a hardshlp for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ 5

f] While voters in Park County would have the opportunitym vote on the 1% General Purpnse Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties :
keep votlng the tax in every fnuryears 1 2 @ 4 5

)lt makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Speuﬁc Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet "
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back W
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PUBLIC OP“\“ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
t0, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

[\’ Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? ‘ I.
.f}z iIL passes — AN
) / ’
vears the Jaf issye receives

— }oo\ & bt’l

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
Mrobab!yNa
[] Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

efinitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

[ ] 0-5Years

[ ] 6-10Years
[],11-20Years
EfMore Than 20 Years

Q1 4. Whatis your zip code? i;ﬁéij

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

[ 1 18-24Years
] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
[] 45-54

[],55-64
Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse

Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
gaing to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All respanses are anonymous. The
results will beindependently tallied and reported by a third-party firm, Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[] Alot back to local govemments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [ Alot
[] Nothing atall X Some

7] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ ”  Priority

a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehicle safety. 1
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and imigation system improvements. 1
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvementsin Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding .

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 (:3 ) 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of AB,Cand D avenues, and

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 (4) 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects ke bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 @} 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities, 1 2 @) 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arqguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
Convindng ™ ¥ (onvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax _

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to he increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cady, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to \

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. @ ) 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 19% sales and use tax increase as 5

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. Q)] 2 3 4 5
e) The 19% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That P

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties

" - '.-"".\
_____ R e N
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet :
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FﬂIInwing are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll R ‘Jgry_
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing ™ " Gy
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, -
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 (4) 5
—
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why =
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 L‘U 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have N .
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 (4) 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. =
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1%to Meeteetse,. 1 2 3 4/ s

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including .
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. Ll ) 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General :
Purpose Taxin Park County would be pard by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3) 4 5

g) For a Sl(] purchase the taxisan addltmnal 10 cents. Fnra $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our A
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 (2 g 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBLIC OP“\“ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote”Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
DX Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[_] Definitely Yes
[X] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[[] Definitely No
["] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. ipark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

X Definitely Yes
(] ProbablyYes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12.What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

X4 More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatisyourzipcode? 8 2 4 4 4

0,1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 G.Whatisyourage? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

X 55-64

(] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters tumned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02 Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the pescentage of revenues that go
m lot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything CJ Alot
] Nothing at all [Z-Some

(] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low ., High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 47 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 7 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 (i? 3 4 5

e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @i 4 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 @

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 @-

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 CD 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 (43 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At Al Very

Convindng ¢ 4 Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 L_ ) 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. T 2 @J 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 é} 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 CB/\P 4 5
) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in ther counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 19 Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet i

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 (30 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not f‘-\t{\ll . " Ue.rry.

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convineing " Coniedeg

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @’ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why "

21 0f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax, 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3) 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 19 to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5

..............

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBUC OP[N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
@’ﬁrﬁlhably\’es
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[Z}Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
("] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q1 0. if Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[ZProbably Yes
[7 Probably No
(] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 T« What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12.What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

(] 17-20Years
%8 MjoreThan 20 Years
Q14.Whatisy0urzipc0de? SA4 2

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ 2t Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

] 45-54

(] 55-64

[LJ-AGe 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREEIN EE[EETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody . CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V>




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
(% Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
] Nothing at all & Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 G}_—) 5
b) Repairing or replaclng roadwaysin Park County to extend their use denhance vehicle safety 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toi |mprave fire protectmn water storage and =\
water system maintenance. 1 2/ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and imigation system improvements. 1 &P 3 4 5
e) (ompfetmg ADA ramp projects rhmughout Cody to improve acce55|blllty for persons wnh dlsabilmes 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @) 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding =
the water| Ime streetwmenmg, storm dra|ns turb ,gutter and Sidewalks trees; and ADA pro;ects 1 Q7 3 4 5
h) Storm dmmage improvements along Dnnsmn Street in Powell—from Fwenue Eto Seventh Street—mcl udmg
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Div]sion} 1 @ 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management prnjects in Meeteetse mcludmg 65 year old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 @ 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low | ., High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related pro jects llke b|ke paths ba!l fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Fundmg fur commumty groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Bo\,rs and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

J Endowments togo toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and5|mllarfaalmes G; ) 2 3 4 5




QS.Foiiuwmg aresome argurnents people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with T being “Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not AtAll Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cominciog = > Convincing
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why —

21of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 Cz A 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have -

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 (’ 3) 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. o

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 229 to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. NG 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General i

Purpose Taxin Park County would be pard by travelers from outside Park (sunty 1 2 @? 4 5
g) For 2 51 U purchase the taxisan addltlonal 10 cents, For a$100 purchase, the taxisan addnmnal 51 00 Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 CB‘J 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with T being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | ., Very
Convincing ™ 7 (Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 Qy 5
h)Wlth the m'. and gasmdustry struggling statewme now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 &
¢) Park County Cody, Powell and Meeteetse shouid be setting a5|de existing tax dollars to

tackle Iargemfrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 B C;
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as .

aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park (uunty 1 2 3 4 é

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average househuld in Park Eaunty an additional 580 per year. That X
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 CF/

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Voters in other counties .
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 6 /

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet o)
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2

3 4 5

Survey continued on back V



PUBL]C OPIN]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
Probably No
[] Definitely No
["] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. if Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 T. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q3. Howlong have you been a residentin the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

€ More Than 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

4 Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatisyour age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

(] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

(] 45-54

X 55-64

(] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PQ Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteatse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . Cityof Cody -+ Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 196 General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed “Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V>
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
57 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[] Hardly anything L] Alot

] Nothing at all (] Some

[V ALittle
("] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircdle one number next to each item):

low |
Priority ™

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2
b)Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

andirigation system improvements, 1 2 (i \ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 I 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, )

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 (3, 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @ ) 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at corers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and 2

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 L 3) 5
|)Water, sewe r, street and Sol id waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant -

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 r\i 5
Q4.Snma residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 G I 3 4 5
B T .- ‘.--------‘----...uu‘.u-...-n...u-»nnn««u-..»-......,»..,.....””.,...,.”,..........A....--‘m/-;"_--::.j‘..................,...,,.“.“,.,.,...............
b) Funding for community groups and arganizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 &Z? 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 .\i 4 5




QS » Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | . Very
Convincing ¥ 7 (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -~

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. { ) 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 (2 ) 3 ¢ 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to o~

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 (2) 3 3 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as =

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. (1S 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That ‘

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. ﬁi 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spexific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
foradditional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) ] (_2/ 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FoiIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll 2, ‘.'t_ery.

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinding: = " Uewsincoig

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, =

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5.7
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why —

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 ¥ (5
€) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have (_\

to be approved by voters every fi foritto continue, ]
e NN - |
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. —

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 Q_t/ 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including o
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 (4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County, 1 2 3 “Y

7
Survey continued on back »
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PUBUC OPINION SU RVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water,sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
(1 Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

T 1 |
ax proposa —T'J )J& UZ A6 Uy 5& Fall

_j

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Eﬁ(DeﬁnitelyYes P

[] Probably Yes i LD'JTD T\M [ / 0.1
[] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q] 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
o, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between mesemmxe)s 3) (Please check one)
ﬁ,geﬁnitely\'es ELLJL U,/;dﬁg " 9 g Y
[ Probably Yes I -

[] Probably No | (A

["] Definitely No '

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

] 11-20Years

[\ More Than 20 Years

E(":g‘

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Outsidle the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 4, Whati is your zip mde?

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
(] 45°54
o556
[:1 Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax; (307) 527-6532
mayar@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - City of Cody « City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpase Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

‘ MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballat? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
& Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
("] Hardly anything [ Alot
[] Nothing atall il Some

(] Alittle

(1 Nothing at all

Q3.ﬂ1ere are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item);

low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a} Repalrmg Park Countys brldges thatarein the greatest need oflmpmvements 1 2 3 @)
IJ) Repamnq or replatlng roadways in Park[ountytoactendmewuseful||feand enhance vehide safety 1 2 3 @) 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, waterstorage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgradmg Codyswastenuaterlagunn system, parts of the existing storm dralnage system B

and ungatton system mprovements 1 2 3 @/ 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curh .,\
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 @/‘

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding =
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 @ 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, mcludlng 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ’\
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.S{Jme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 ® 3 4 5

b} Fundlng for communny groups and orgamzatmns like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boysand Girls Clubs. 1 2 @ 4 5

c) Endowmentslo gotoward operating costs of swimming poofs recreation centers and similar fadilities. 1 2 3 @ 5




QS. Follnwing are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convinding ™ " Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax Pt
is @ 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the il and gas industry struggllng statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 q 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to <
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. G’ 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as e
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 \g) 3 4 5
e) The 1% General PurpaseTax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 peryear.That - "
amount c-f ataxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. (_, 2 3 4 5
f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been a ==
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties —
keep voting the tax in every four years. Q/ 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet 3
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 G/' 4 5

Qﬁ.FoHowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvincing = "
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ ]
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 39% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for itto continue. 1 2 G/, 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Taxwould be distributed based on size of population. N\

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would goto Park (ounty 34% to Cody,ZZ% 0] Powel[and 1%to Meeteelse 1 6} 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding 7|
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 §F L4 )5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General PR
PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 CS)
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our .
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back W




PUBUC OP“\”ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or"No"
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

03. Whatis your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
Notai s
A

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QJO. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and inf[ast_rugmmmjmg;lg@e including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or

"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(& Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q] 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

NV o Wir
~

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

] 0-5Years :
[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

M More Than 20 Years

Q4. whatisyourzipcode? B2U | 4

Q1 5.Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[ ] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

55-64

[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayer & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcaunty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters tumed down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% OptionalTax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General + Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax wguld har._re gqne toward road and street‘ improvements, v_vater or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects )
throughout Park County. »  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State o~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and Lnffg{r(r;:?;g;l gl 1 T Gereye P Tk s e
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is setin stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
K] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
["] Nothing at all (-] Some

b Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatezit need of i mpmvement& 1 2 3 @, 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park (uurity to exten hElr useful Ilfe and enhance vehicle safely 1 2 3 4 @
q (onstructlngawaterstoragetankoﬁ of Beacon Hillin Codytu mpmveﬁre pmtectmn waterstorage and '
water system maintenance. 1 2 (3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, s
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 (3} ____________ ;T
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to mpmve access1hlllty fur persons) wnth disahlhtles 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as wel! as 29th St(eet (urh
gutter and sidewalk |mpr0vement5 in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Stfeet {fromThlrd to Seventh) mcludlng rebuilding N
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA prOJects 1 2 3 (D 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—lncFudlng
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 @ 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 éﬁ

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5
iR a0l 1 @ 31 ® s
N S S S S e o 3 4 s



QS.FOH{meg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AIAH Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll . Very

Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 )

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% Genera! Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @

) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
&

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Fﬁr example 43% of the taxrevenues would ga to Park Cuunty 34 ’E) to (ucly 22%to Powel] and 1% fo Meeteetse 1 2 3 4

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, accurding to State Statute 39-15-105, mcludlng 5
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertlllzer Iwestock feed and farm eqmpment 1 2 3 4 5

g

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpuse Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park Coumy 1 2 3 4 ©)

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an addntlonai 10 cents. Fm a $100 purchase the taxisan addltmnal $1 00. Man)r
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our N
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 >

Q6. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll " Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @) s
b} Wth the ml and gas mdustry strugglmg statewide, now is not the timeto be mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
c) Park (uunty Cody Powell and Meeteetse should be setting asmle existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure pro;ects rather than ralsmg faxes. 1 2 3 4 ®
d) Local retailers could be negatwely |mpacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That
amount {Jfa taxincrease wrll Ilkely be a hardshlp fﬂr many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) While voters in Park {ounty would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General PurposeTax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep votlngthetaxm ever}' fnuryears @ 2 3 4 5

g} It makes more sense for Park (uuntyto pursue a 1% Speuﬁc Purpuse Tax rather than a1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
foradditional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote”Yes” (in favar) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

[«4 Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

03 What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

g(pmposal? _

cerms e Cidy doen

Do, (LIebsy  ~ fots el 2.6 cnp Nt

Hrpe b i Qutade €%,
B,){;w. &.}C{ﬁi(,w

Q Rather than a full one (1) percentsales and use tax, if Park

County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and

consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it

addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

i" S At

Ao &Byvi—e

[+4_Definitely Yes
(] ProbablyYes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes

[ ProbablyYes

[] Probably No

(] Definitely No

7 Don't Know/No Opinion

oo ¥l Gy ':Jf-.ﬂcmﬁ'&,.

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20 Years

{4 More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatis your zip code? Jgu@t_/i\_p_(___

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

54 In Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24 Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

££1-55-64

] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@ictwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

\ MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

- Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or nota 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the fullowing questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
(57 Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardlyanything L] Alot
[ Nothing atall (] Some

D4 Alittle

(] Nothingatall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Onascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 & 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing madways in Park(oumyto extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 a> 5
<) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody ta improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 > 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
e) C{Jmpfermg ADA ramp pﬂ)jeds thmughuut [Udy to |mpr0ve access:hlllty f{}r persons Wlﬂ'l dlsabllmes 1 2 3 @ s
f) Reccnstructmg Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk mpmvementsm Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
) Improvements in Powell along Absamka Street (from Third to Seventh) tnclud!ng rebmidlng
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 €2 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @j 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low 3 , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 D 3 4 5
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Qs.fullow'mg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll " "."l_ary_
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Combndhy; ™ Conmang
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @) 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the taxrevenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1%to Meeteetse. 1 1 & 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 Cﬂ 4 §

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General _
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 [D 4 5

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 €3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing™ and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ¥ 7 Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 » 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to y

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 [’_43? 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 (¥ 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the apportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down onceiit’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet .
for additional details reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 1 K37 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PU BLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(tooppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

[ Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QS.What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
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Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
X Probably No
(1 Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10 1fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q2. What other community improvement projects, ifany, should be
indluded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[ ] 0-5Years

[ ] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

More Than 20 Years

Q14.whatisyourzipcode? 8 24 1 &

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

In Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24 Years

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited (] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 55-64
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[x¢] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.ctyofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody . City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

and sewer projects, bridae improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of ~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

i i ing the 1% General P Tax and proposed use
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and oot egtng e 6 el Burpree o epipiop

= : ) 5 of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
X Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
7 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything (] Alot
[ Nothingatal B3, Some

(] Alittle

("] Nothing atall

Qs.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ¢ P Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety 1 2 €2 4 5
-c) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
.. imgationsystemimprovements. IR TN & O . N
e} Complettng ADA ramp pmjeds thmughout[ody tmmp:lrweaccessmlllt)r fcrr personswnh dtsabihtles D 2 3 4 5
ﬂ Reconstructmg Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street (urb _

qutter and sidewalk |mprm.rements in (ody 1 2 3) 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Thwd m Sevemh} inciuding rebuddlng

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. (D 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding S

ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). LD 2 3 4 5
|)Wate rsewerstreetand solid waste ménagement projectsin Meeteetse mcludlng 65 year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ., High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation—mlated projecrs like bike paths, ball ﬁelds, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
h) Fundlng for commumty gmups and organlzatmns like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

c) Endowments togo toward nperatlng costs ofswmmlng poals, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




QS.Fullowmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being “Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
9% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | " Very.

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Ciiiceg ™ " oty

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. C’P 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 0 2 3 4 5

...................................................................................................................................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would ga to Park Cuunty 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @ 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General PurposeTax according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm eqmpment 0 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park tounty would be pald by travelers from outside Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

...................................

g) Fora 510 purchase the taxisan addltlonal D cents. For 5100 purchase, the taxisan adchtmnai $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | ., ey
) ) Convindng ™ ¥ Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
h)Wlth the oil and gas mdustry strugglmg statewide, now is not the time to be i 1ncrea5|ng taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
() Park County, Cody Poweil and Meeteetse should he setting as:de existing tax dollars to

tackle Iarge mfrastructure projects rather than raislng taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Lucal retallers cculd he negatwely |mpacted fmm a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases belng made within Park Count;r 1 2 3 s *@
e) The 1% General PurpnseTax will cost the average household in Park Eounty an addltlonal 58{] per year. That

amount ofataxrncreasewﬂl llkelybea hardshlp formanyluw income famll[es and seniors on a ﬁxed income. 1 2 3 4 @

f)W]‘II|E votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General PurposeTax afterit has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep \.rotmg thetaxin everyfnuryears 1 2 3 4

Ic

g) It makes more sense for Park (ounty to pursue a l% Speuﬁc Purpose Tax rather than 3 1% General Purpc-se
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 1@ 5

Survey continued on back »
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PUBLIC OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes

("] Probably Yes

(] Probably No

Definitely No

[] Don't Knaw/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
EvVeveH 1o TNCeeAsSEs . CbV.

NEED T LIVE W ITH ExisTING
TAaY EATES.

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or “No” (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
Probably No
[ Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10.fpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
) Probably Yes
[34 Probably No
{7 Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q] 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answere&about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
o

Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

o

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 11-20Years

ﬁMureThan 20Years
Q14. Whatisyourzipcode? 8 2.4-[ 4

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

("] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

(] 35-44Years

(X 45-54

T 55-64

[ Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcady.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners

Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.orq
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - CityofPowell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
ihroughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—pPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Spedific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds,

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside I




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS” DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, (12 Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
& Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything L] Alot
[ Nothing atal [ Some

Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 (4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 - 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 ) 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutterand sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding .
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 A3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at coners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B8,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High

Priority € ”  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5
b}Fundmgfurcommunrtygroupsand organlzation;iillc‘ Iseniorcitizen ceﬁ-ters, foodbanks andBoysandGlds(lubs .............. 1 2 ““““““““““ 3 4 5
: Endnwmems ——— mmofmmmmg -y mamncemersandﬂm”armmes12 .............. 3 ........ N ;1, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 5 .....



QS. Fqllqwing are some arguments peaple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1t 5, with 1 being "Nt At
All Convinding” and 5 being "Very Convinding’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s propased
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

gﬁﬁﬂl‘ . Very
. T | 4 ( He
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax e e

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 73 4 5
b)With the oil and gasindustry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be inareasing taxes. - 1 2 3 4 5
¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to -

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taves. 1 2 3 4 Q
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 196 sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. ' 1 2 3 @'\ 5
&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amountof a tax increase willlikely be a hardship for many tow-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 (3 L4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vate on the 19 General Purpase Tax after it has been
in place for four years, its unlikely that it will be voted down ance it's in place. Voters in other counties e
keep voting the tax in every four years, 1 2 -3 4 §

g} It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet S
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIInwing are some arquments people have made infavor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convinding” and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one numbaer next to each item):
NotAtAll Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting furding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng = " Comvindng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more impaortant than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. :

Y

I B R R

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenuas,
local govemments get to keep 99% of the 19 General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 (-af .5
¢} The 196 General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have r"

to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue, - 1 2 3 (4 5
) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. .

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2%to Powelland 1% toMeeteetse. 1 2 3 ¢ 5
€)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including .

rea estate purchases, food, fue), fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. ] 2 3 g 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

Mational Park, In fact, the Wyonting Department of Revenue estimates that about 309 of the 13 General .

Purposa Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 N 5
9} For 2 $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10.cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our -

akility to attract and retain |ocal businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 v4 5

Survey continued on back W
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PUBL[C OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside 5

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes™ (in favor) or “No”
(toappose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and eledirical projects. {Please chedk one)

[] Definitely Yes

[ Probably Yes

[ ProbablyNo

] Definitely No

[J Don't Krow/No Opinicn

(8. Whatis your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? . . o
Nny 1eald 2owctrin, — MNOLiZ J' § rgzded,
Piouwnun,  waon by vrobe  Gurt buamesets

o peb Crandadend s Doagna n Ve Zaleg
“'“-!g o cotlect.. ' VY
Q . Rather than a full one {1} percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" {to appose) this
proposal? (Please chedk one)

B4 Definitely Yes
] ProbablyYes
] Probably No
(] Definitely Mo
[J Don't Know/Ne Opinion

0,1 0.1Park County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2., What other commun ity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 196 General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

: Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please chedk one)

(-5 Years

] 6-10Years

[ M-20Years

[] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? 22 il;‘f

Q1 5.0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedk one)

B8 InTown (inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(1 Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know /Not Sure

Q16. whatisyour age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund [ 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited (] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, cuths, qutiers, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [} 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [ 45-54
"No" {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheat for additicnal details L] 55-64
regading the diffevence between these two taxes ) {Please check one) 11 Age 65 or Older
[] Definitely Yes
JX| Probably Yes
[ Prabably No
(] Definitely No
(] Den't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
1f you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayer & Council Mayar & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cady, WY 82414
Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone: {307} 754-5106 Phone: 307-868-2378 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 537-6532 admin@dtyofpowell.com Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307} 527-8515
mayor@dityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sremero@parkcounty.us
www.cityofcody-wy.gov www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody « CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse
I MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down « What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%

a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. « Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[] Hardlyanything (] Alot

] Nothing atall L] Some

A Alittle
(] Nothingatall

Q3. There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 4 5
c)(onstructlnga water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. = 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, ”
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. (1) 2 3 4 5
.................................................................................................................................................................................................. R L 8 A B 1A Y RS s A AT i
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding R
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and .
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, streetand solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, indluding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant -
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing, 1 2 3 4 \ U

Q4. s0me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% | Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to eachitem):

Low . High
e < Priority ¥ ”  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball/ﬁ/elds,‘ﬁd/r;; trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5
Wfndigforommuntygopsandotons esenordznceres odbanlsandBosandGis s, 1 2 3 4 5
JEndowmentstogotovadopemtngoscfswimmingpudk eoestoneesandsmarites. 1 2 3 45



Qs.Following are some arguments peaple have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpase Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convingng” and 5 being "Very Canvincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
19% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde ane number next to each item):

NotAtAll | N ‘Jt_ary'
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng " Convindng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 ) s 5
b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, inwhich local govemments get to keep anly 30% of the tax revenues,
local govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. _ 1 2 @ 4 5
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
10 be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5

---------------------------

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based an size of population.
For example, 43%of the taxrevenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powelland 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 O) 4 5

@) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertifizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4

f) Revenue from a vater-approved 196 General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General o~
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 (5,

g)Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County, 1 @ 3 4 5

QG. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 11to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing®, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Yy
Canvincing ¥ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden, 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be inareasing taxes. i 2 3 r4 5
¢} Park County, (ody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to .

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 (ﬂl 5

f

d} Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as ;

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many fow-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 2 3 4 S

) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 @j 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spexific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpos
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer ta Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @
Survey continued on back ¥



PUBL]C OPIN[ON SU RVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
L] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8 What is your main concemn, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Do 3 P %
X mMONIEsS,

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes

K»@RProba bly No

[] Definitely No
["] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. 1f Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

— MO iEsS agona W ceatrz ("

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
youli like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

b rasha g GOArST U
‘-LU‘ 5"0 (/\A‘h ("u.( L ha..ii Lwntwm

}u LSV LNA ‘\ D&%M jj;éd F;!}lf,g.." \SE%
3 ) teey P

012 What other communnylmprmrement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

W

013. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

A 11-20Years

[] More Than 20 Years

Q1 4, What is your zip code? %_ZSJ_H

0,1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
QOut of Town (Outside the Incorparated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 55-64
reqarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
%Deﬁn‘nely\'ss
Probably Yes
(] Probably No
] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@dityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278
Fax:307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Park County « CityofCody . Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

’ MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents,

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 » Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
&4 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything (] Alot
[ Nothingatall B Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to eachitem):

Low | , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 3 4 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody toimprove fire protection, waterstorageand
water system maintenance. 3 4 5

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 ? 3 4
2

e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3) 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 l@ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Berard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Warer, ﬁéwer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ,

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 19 General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to S, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 E) 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 @ 3 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At

All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
. { nel b | P Pt}
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax e Condinday
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Park (ountyf Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 9 3 4 5
€) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 9 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down ance it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 - 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedfic projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

QG.Fullnwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvinding ™ "
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5

------------------------------------------------------------

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. » T @345 ____
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. 9

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 { 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indlude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax n Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 v, 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our ﬂ

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 N\Q) 4 5

Survey continued on back »




PU BLIC OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you voteYes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
Probably No
[] Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

QB.What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax mposal?
i o Know S{Eugc, Uro ;QULY
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efr.~ mr)ormw o Know i€ 4px mbhes y
§ & \Wwalle.
Qé Ratherthan a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaes) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(1 Definitely No
(] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General PurposeTax?

%r?(ﬂ ofic P ro&ﬁ@L—L&

01 2. What other community improvement prajects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatisyourzipcode? ©2 qdi4d

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

25-34Years

[ 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

("] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phaone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Park County - CityofCody « CityofPowell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
2 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance——coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information reqarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or nota 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Mot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Loy familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything %y
Nothing at all ome
= | [] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low High

b

Priority ¥ 7 Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

b)Repamng urreplaang roadways in Park County to extend theirusefulifeand enhance vehidle safety.

water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, 55

and irrigation system improvements. (1 ) 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Streetcury,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @ 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and .

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). G/ 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ,
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed an
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ — 7 Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




