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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody . City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in thisimportant Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02 « Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
~ZSome familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[ Hardly anything [] Alot

[] Nothing atall <4 Some

(] Alittle

(] Nothingat all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low High

B

Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

D
l,.,
N
.

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 [ N 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 3 4 @
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
1) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and ~

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 Cy 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plantand tankimprovements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 9 3

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority % ¥ Priority
i = ; N
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @/ 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 @ 4 5
<) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 @ 3 4 5



QS.Folluwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 be}ng "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues L SR

from a 19 General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, —

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. (1/ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have appraved the 1% General Purpose Tax. a2 3 B 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 3 5

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @; 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. }@ 2 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property valuesandour ~ /
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax praposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 7 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ¥ 7 Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 { 5)
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to .

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 ﬁ
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 8:)
.................................................................................................................................................. X by g —————————
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $86-per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 67

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

f)WhiIe voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit'sin place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back P
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PUBL[C OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
S Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What s your main concer, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? ;

B o " [ooe:

Ntotes s))) gedown the Arecin, .

5 r‘\-e.ig.

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
=4 Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
] Probably No
Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 T. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

o4 - S a

. tvegs
Whe obout penple ¥

Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

f » -
Sucid s {‘inwmﬁl} 3 D

bullyinl prevend lan

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 11-20Years

P More Than 20 Years
&3
Q14. whatis your zip code? TFd7SsS

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

("] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
" Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don'tKnow /Not Sure

[

01 G.Whatisyuurage? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

] 45-54

2] 55-64

1 Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners

Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org



PARK COUNTY

AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « City of Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance— coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

l MARCH 2016

+  Whatare your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Gpinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued, Please raview the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is endlosed for your convenience. All respenses are anonymous. The
resuits will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party fimn, Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumedin the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for partidpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
" seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sates & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & UseTax on the November 2016 ballot? {Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the petcentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local govemments. Before receiving the endosed information, how
(] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please chedk one)
[ Hardly anything Alat
] Nething atall [ Some

(] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

0,3.There are a nurnber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (s further detailed in the endlosed Fact Sheet}, On a scale of 1
to 5, what prigrity should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item};

. High
¥ Priarity

F S

5

a} Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.
2 3 4 5

b Repairing orreplacngmadiways i Park Courty to extend their useful feand enhance vehide safety.

¢) Constructing a water storage tank offof Beacon Hllllntodytolmpmve fire protecuon, water storageand
water system maintenance,

o @%gg

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater fagoon system parts ofthe existing storm drain.ajﬁgﬁystem,
and imigation system improvements.
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities.

“f‘iﬁé-(onstrucﬁngi‘Beann Hlll Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street cur,
gutterand sidewalk improvements in Cody,

------------------------------------ -

g} Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third te Seventh), indluding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curh, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects.

h) Sterm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widerting of A B.Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street {from Bemard to Division).

=
HE
o
wn

@ o @

l)Water .sewer, streetand solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water
distribution fine replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant O
1 2

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 196 General Purpose Tax fund on-infrastnecture projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

ow . High
Pl'iﬂl'lty | L Pl'hl'ﬂ'y
) Recreation-elated projects ke bike pths, bl feds,horse tals and skate park. & 2 3 4 s




QS. Following are some arquments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convinding ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax ,

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to \

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as _

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @/ 4 S
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet ——
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 Cy

Qﬁ.Fﬂllowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , ey
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues sy, = * Convindag
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, N
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why p
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have _
to beapproved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 4 5

......................................................................................

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

..................................................................................................................................................................................

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our )
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued fromnside

Q?. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? _
E?_.‘vr‘f W(_?u/‘j USe /.7[ 7@&
Mgssece. . Fhpy o) Pap Raises

Decuvse ~ [% s P‘\-l,gd\.ﬂ 6’51’.\3494—,
- g

Th-
09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park g2
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or “No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
B Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13.Howiong have you been a resident in the area?
(Please chedck one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzip code? 324 §-5

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

55-64

[1 Age 65 or Older

&I7

ﬁ ;@ 0$‘o«¢$5

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - City of Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your hausehold, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

—— familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

Hardly anything [] Alot
[] Nothingatall P Some

[] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protectinn,‘ waterstnrageand

water system maintenance. 1 ) @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 . @ 4 5
i) Water sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5
Q4.Surne residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 @ 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ | 3 4 5




05. Foliowing are some arguments people have made against Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Cenvincing'; how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item): Not ALl Very
| Convindng ¢ » Comvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden, 1 2 3 @ 5
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes, 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted froma 19 sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

€) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of atax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ 5

f)While voters in Park County wauld have the oppertunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years, 1 2 3 4 @
g} it makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 19 Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Puipose

Tax. The 1% Spedfic Purpose Tax goes away once the spedfic projects are fully funded. {Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 §

Qﬁ.FuIIuwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax propasal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convindng" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotatAll .
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindrg = " Comvinding
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more impartant than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3 4 5

b} Unlike the existing 4% Sates & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep onfy 30% of the tax revenues,
local govemments get to keep 59% of the 196 General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why
216f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax.

1 @ 3 4 5
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County, The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 4 5

d} Revenues from a voter-approved 196 General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would gato Park Gaunty, 34%to Codly, 229 to Powell and 1%to Meeteetse. {1 2 3 4 5

&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment, 1 @

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 19 General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
Natiortal Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenve estimates that about 30% of the 196 General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. ( 1 ) 2 3 4 5

g} Fara $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00, Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aitical infrastructure, property values and our O
1 2

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 3 4 5

Survey continued on back




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vote”Yes” (in favor} or“No”
(to oppose) a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
[ Definitely Yes
(7 Probably Yes
(] Probably Mo

efinitely No
[] Don't Know/No Cpinion

08. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 196 General Purpose

Ew;osal?

Q9. Rather than a full ane (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
{ounty pursued a ¥: of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No” {to oppose) this
proposal? (Please chadk one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probabiy Yes
] Probably No
efinitely No
Don't Know/No Opinian

Q10. irPark Countty pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% “General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—tofund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this propasal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes ) (Please chedk one)

[ Definitely Yes
] ProhablyYes
[ Probably No
54 Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 T What more would you like to know, or what question(s} would

you like answered, about the me:sed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12. What other community improwement projects, if any, should be
incl/uE?s part of the 1% Generat Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this falf? |

e

L4

éﬁ' 0,1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

7 (Please check one)

] 0-5Years

L] 6-10Years

[ 11-20Years
E,MureThan 20 Years

Ql 5.Do youlive intown or out of town?
{Please check one)
1 InTown {Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
ut of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
£ ] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q] 6. Whatis your age? (Please chedk one)
] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

] 35-44Years

] 45-54

55-64
Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

(ity of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Counil

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone: {307) 754-5106
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com
mayor@cityofccdy.com www.dtyofpowell.com

www.cityofcedy-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PG Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free; 1{300)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: {307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax; 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
L]

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%

a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

,;urpase ?ﬂr 1% l(;p;mna! Tax or 5th genr ]érx).deceed_s of the 1% General +  Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
SRR IN A0 5 IEIVE O AW R ek ST OREC [ PEOVERTIEE et or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. - Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and l?ffgﬁgggg Fegonting e 14 General P Toxand progesed e
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent '

funding cuts—pPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
e familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardlyanything [ Alot
(] Nothing at all X1 Some
] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their usefullife and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
andrigaton st mpoemens, B I O 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B, Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 @ 5
IJWaler sewer streetandsolld Iwasie management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 @ 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centersand similar facilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




Qs.Followmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not At All Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Sonyung o

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, ,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why 7

210f23 counties in Wyoming have appr(wed the 196 General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approued by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 G’
d) Revenues from a voter- approved 1% General Purpc-se Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For mample 43% of the tax revenues would gc- t0 Pazk Cuunty 34% to Cod}.r 22% to Powell and % t0 Meeteetse. 1 2 3 @ 5
e] There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General PurposeTax accordmg to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding 3

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General ,

Purpose Tax in Park (nunty would be paid by travelers from outside Park (Gunry 1 2 3 4 G

g) Fora 510 purchase, the taxisan addltlonai 10 cents. Fﬂi' a 51[]0 purchase the taxisan addmonal $'E 00 Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll < Very
) Convincing ™ 7 Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -.
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. /Gf 2 3 : 5
h}W’th the 0|I and gas mdustry struggllng slatewme Now is not the time to be increasmg taxes. @ 2 3 1 5
c) Park Countyr, (cdy, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to B
tackle Iarge mfraStruﬁure prujects rather than raising taxes. G ] 2 3 4 5
d] Locai retailers could he negatwely [mpacted frum a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. G 2 3 4 5
e)The 1% Generai PurposeTax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income famt[les and seniorson a ﬁxed income. Ci 2 3 4 S
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General PumuseTax afterit has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties a
keep votlng thetaxin every four years Q ) 2 3 4 5
)It makes more sense forPark County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax ratherthana 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBL[C OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or“No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but notlimited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

E More Than 20 Years

Q14.What is your zip code? & 2 i ’_ i

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

(X] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone: (307) 754-5106
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com
mayor@cityofcody.com www.ctyofpowell.com

www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - City of Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th (ent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
qoing to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



T O e NP e s, 07 e N R O R P
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS"' DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything ] Alot
] Nothing atall (] Some

] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢ Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water stoageand

water system maintenance. 1 2 Lj}) 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, -

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 (2> 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @ 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overfay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. ‘f:j/' 2 3 4 5
................................................................................................................................................................................................................. S

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 () 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not KAl Very
Convindng ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax ;

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That .

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties e

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 19 Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Q6.Follow1 ng are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll n 'h'i_ary_
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Sonvincng. ~ " Sowioxing
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. ff?\ 2 3 4 5
N o
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is animportant reason why
210f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have >
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 (\';/
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. =\
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. (1l 2 3 4 5
e)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including )
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 {3/ 4 3
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would incude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our =
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 (@ 5

Survey continued on back I



PUBUC OP[NION SU RVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

Definitely No

Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

T 1? a
e U;‘l'LLH (4 R0 j+ +O

Thay .
C%I {_K‘J (n(Se)

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a V2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

1 Definitely Yes

1 Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes,) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No

[[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, orwhat question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q] 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

(] 11-20Years

Dﬂ More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatis your zip code? Eéfijé

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
35-44 Years
45-54
[] 55-64
(] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

Survey inside P

‘ MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that, We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play animportant role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the endosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything (X Alot
] Nothing at all L] Some

(] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3. here are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 @ 3 4 5

<) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to impraove fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 4 5

and irrigation system improvements. 1 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @ 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overfay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). @ 2

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
1 @ 3

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing.

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Reareation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. ® 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with ‘I being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not AAll

Very
Convindng ¥ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ B 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
€) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

foradditional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 a 5

QG.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. Ona scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not At;_&ll ’ N ".'f_.'ry_
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comfincing. = " Comvincing
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 0 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govermments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why @
1

21 0f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @ 2 3 4 5
e)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General @
1

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 3 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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Q1 T What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

sz /54»’5‘2. ueny (M »%‘u;g @ceﬂf
dJ ’9@ H tj mﬂ'cfg.

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote*Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] ProbablyYes

] Pmﬁba‘bhlf No Q2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
DefinitelyNo included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall? |
Don'tKnow/No Opinion

‘é”ﬂ" Ao Spve. lega Loy )‘A_é 5&.«),—;4«.»7'

cusl._: ,

Shavé 3pe4 dc% 257 ey szxrax
[%;rreftcé‘/

QT 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

08. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

M g fOrepran [:4 (Please check one)

[] 0-5Years !
Qg. Rather than afull one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park [] 6-10Years |
County pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and [ ] 11-20Years |
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it X More Than 20 Years |

addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this

proposal? (Please check one) Q14. whatisyourzipcode? 2 =z ¢ il
(] Definitely Yes Q1 5.D0 you live in town or out of town?
(] Probably Yes (Please check one)

[] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don'tKnow / Not Sure

("] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q0. if Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use Q16. whatis yourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54

"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one) ﬁ] Age 65 or Older

] Defnitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[X Probably No
[] Definitely No
(1 Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

} S : : or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% Generai
Prirpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided, Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 » Before receiving the enclosed informatien, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the insand outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax s calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the Novernber 2016 ballot? {Please chedk one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back tolocal govemments, Before receiving the enclosed information, how
B Some familiarwere you with the details of this tax? (Please dheck one)
[] Hardly anything L] Alat
0] Nathing atal B Some

: 7] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority shoutd be placed on funding each of the foltowing projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to each item):

low . High
Prioity ¢ > Ppriority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 4 €] 4 5
b} Repaiting or replacing roadways n Park County to extend theiruseful ife and enhancevehidesafety 1 O ¢ 5
¢} (onstructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, water storagié aa

water systern maintenance. 1 2 3 4 S
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lageon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and imigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvernents in Powell along Absasoka Street {from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 €Y 4 5

....................................

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overiay), widening of A8, and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemnard to Division). 1 I ) 5

i) Water, sewer, street and soli waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water
distribistion fine replacement along Hwy 200, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would fike to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 110 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects witha 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

..................................

low . High
Pricrity ¢ Priority
a) Reqreation-related projects ke bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. W 2 3 4 5

b} Funding for community groups and organizations like senior dtizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. QO 2 3 4 5

¢} Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pocls, recreation centers and similar failities. D 2 3 4 5



Qs.FolIowmg aresome arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scalefrom 110 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convinding” and 5 being "Very Convinding", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed

?
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to each item): Not At All

a) With the State ofWyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ™ . c““"'i“d"g
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. O 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get tokeep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 P €)) 4 5
¢) The 196 General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
tobe appmved byvuters every four years for it 1o continue. O 2 3 4 5

d}Revenuesﬁumavoter—appmved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of populatlon
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would goto Parkl‘.ounty 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and l%to Meeteeise ) 2 3 4 5

&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment, Q) 2 3 4 5

f) Reventse from a voter-approved 1% General PurpnseTaxwau!d indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid bytravelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

g) Fora 510 purchase, the taxis an additional 'IU cents. For a S'IUU purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasenable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain |ocal businesses in Park County. Q 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde ane number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convindng ¥ Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 €Y 4 5
b)With the cil and gas mdustry strugglmgstatemde now is notthe time to helncreasmg taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
<) Park County, Cudy, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle Iarge mfrastructure pmjects ratherthan ralsmg taves. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be neganvely |mpacted from a 1% saes and use taxincrease as
aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park (ounty 1 : @ 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average househcld in Park County an addltmnal $80 peryear. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5
£)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keepvotlngthetaxm ever}'fouryear& 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense fur Parl-: Cuunty topursuea 1% Speuﬁc Purpuse Tax ratherthan a 1% General Purpnse
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @
Survey continued on back »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held teday, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, sterm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please chack one)

[ Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

I Probably No

] Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
ALWAYS GETS DIVERTED TO

PeT P&oa-ec.‘rsq BIGGER
SALALIE S

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tay, if Park
County pursued a2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in faver) o "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? {Please check one}

[ Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
T Probably No
] Definitely No
[(J Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 19 "General Purpase” Sales & Use Tax—tofund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and efectrical projects, would you vote "Yes™ {in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer ta Fact Sheet for additional details
reqarding the difference between these two taxes ) (Please check one}

1 Definitely Yes
BE Probably Yes
] Prohably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Gpinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 19 General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please chedk one}

] 0-5Years

B 6-10Years

] 11-20Years

(] MoreThan 20Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? 524385

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

BB inTown (inside the incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

] 25-34Years

[ 35-44Years

] 45-54

[] 55-64

W Age650rOlder

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Cauncil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307} 754-5106
admin@dityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone:; (307) 527-7511
Fax: {307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.qov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800}786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: {307) 527-8515
sromere@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-363-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody . Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down «  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
,;urpose #ax, ?%lﬂdphnonaf Tax or 5th gent }gx).{li’mceedksnf the 1% General - Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
urpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

y . ; informati rding the 1% General P Taxand sed
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and i i it Al s

S : ) ;i of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance— coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 19 General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax s pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016 All surveys must be
retumned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 » Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local govemments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
E S familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything L] Alot
[] Nothing at all (Al Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need ofimprovements. Q 2 3 4 5

b) Repairing orreplacing roadways in Park County to extend-ﬂ?eir- useful life andenhancevehlde safety ST Q) ........... 2 ............ 3 “““““““““ 4 ........... 5 """

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, S

and irrigation system impravements. @ 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding -

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @ 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). @

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant O
1 2

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing.

Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority *  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 'T_‘, 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. @ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpase Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y  Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax =
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. T 2 3 4 f\‘ 5 )
b) With the oil and gas industry struggllng statewide, now is not the time to be i mcreasmg taxes. ( 1) 2 3 4 5
c) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing taxdoilars to Y
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 K/S)
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as ¥
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park Cuumy 1 2 3 b 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additmnal 580 per year. That s
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 f\ 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 [ 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpuse
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet /A
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) U 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.Fullowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
NotAtAll Very

b

Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This s an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @ 2 3 4 5

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue.

€) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have O
1

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powel[ and 1%to Meetee!se

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. \-)
.

.............................................................

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding /=
real estatepurchases food, fuel, fertilizer, Iwestock feed and farm equipment. \_D

f)Revenuefroma vuter—appmved 1% General Purpuse Taxwould indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General (:
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. \1) 2 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our b
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBL[C OP[N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No” Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would !

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited s Treste va o D irds i
Ul 1] T J

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, . : e i

water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one) Py SN Ly brﬁm(‘”} Mg ret o “j

[ Definitely Yes I

[C] Probably Yes

[] Probably No Q12. what other community improvement projects, if any, should be |
DefinitelyNo included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall? !
Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

~

OV NS gleeahe, \AA5H W/

; l 1
‘at dollavs. Mae Carthal 5,04:»:{;.7

> wrded - et moce hk&ﬁb-

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. 1fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

NONE . TF e Sthrle has Lbas

!.m'-’\fuv!l CAYN gy |

\F neds ko

S A 5.

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

0-5Years
6-10 Years
(] 11-20Years
] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14.Whatisycurzipc0de?__9 243y

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years
(] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 55-64
regarding the difference between these twotaxes) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

Definitely No

Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone; (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

1 i —S—
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down + What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% (‘ijli‘mna! Tax or 5th Eenr ng). gmceed_s of the 1% General « Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax woul ave gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. +  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional

. R s information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and e b P e

Sa e . : of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

: Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
@: Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
["] Hardly anything 2K Alot
[ Nothingatall [ Some

] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
X
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 5

................................................................................................................................................................................................

e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. . ;

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody.

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects.

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division).

distribution line replacementalong Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 6) 2 3

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what prierity should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority




QS.Follcwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 1 bging “Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | , Ve
; . . e  Gomti
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ey
froma 19 General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, ~
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1) 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 9% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why ‘

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County.

-
[ ]
LA
N -9
(%,

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County.

D
P2
ad
-
wi

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): '

NotAtAll , Very
) . Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax e

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. _ﬁ 2 3 4 (5, D
b) With the oil and gasindustry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. i 2 3 4 5 )
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to _

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as -

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 e @

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties @
5

keep voting the taxin every four years. T 2 3 3

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet \
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4

v D

Survey continued on back »




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppase) a 19 General Purpase Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

] Probably No

%’Deﬁnﬁely No
Don't Know/o Opinion

08. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

T 1 .
axp:;&a Of.nLé lé)ﬁ nv"'? Z,Mc/ jffl
a g T S

Q9. Ratherthan a full one (1) percent sales and use tay, if Park
County pursied a V2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & UseTax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) o1 "No” (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
(1 Probably Yes
] Probably No
X[ Definitely No
] Don't Know/Ne Opinion

Q1 0. fPark County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
watet, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or
"No" {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes } (Please chedk one}

] Definitely Yes
{1 Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(X, Definitely No
1 Don't Know/No Opinicn

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question{s} would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

(] ; p
BSOS G PE-7Y )
1\:\@*’2‘4-’1 This” Povie s 2
Q12. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Aoy
7 —h—

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

O 0-5Years -
[ 6-10Years

O 11-20Years

Q\Mnrﬂhan 20Years

Q1 4, whatis your zip code? _g_ﬂ;‘ﬂjl

01 5.0 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Qut of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. whatis your age? (Please check one)
(] 18-24 Years

[ 25-34Years

[ 3544 Years

[ 45-54

[ 5564

P Age 65 or Clder

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N lark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307} 527-7511 Phone: (307) 754-5106
Fax: {307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com
mayor@cityofcady.com www.cityofpowell.com

www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1092 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromerc@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 207-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody « CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

» Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

= Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue anather tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how miuich had you read, QZ « Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
521 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardlyanything P Alot
[ Nothingat all (] Some

[] Alittle

] Nothingatall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority € > Priority
3
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 4 5
¢ (on%tfucting awate ‘r‘gforage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
Water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
andigation SYSKEM IMPIOVEMENIS, et ‘ : Q) . . R
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. I £8F % 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 2 3 - 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. J 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including :
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and O
1 2 3

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwry 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low High

Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. — 2 3 @ 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax N
is a 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
....................... e e . -
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as ' ,
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years.

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet C\/
1 2 3 4 5

for additional defails regarding the difference between these two taxes.)

Qﬁ.FﬂIIt}wing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll Very

I

Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects.

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue.

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse.

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment.

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County.

BT P NSRS srare

g) fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many :
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our j
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P




PUBLIC OP]NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No"
(to oppose) a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Prabably No

Definitely No

Don't Know/No Opinion
Q3 Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Look ot ﬁﬁzu&_‘.‘n.élcw’? tZ

/J/n [ 5S )A /’71“}’7!’ U 4y f'\}f\

/4 é:—:.{ %ﬂﬂ'?cu L i qm he)
n/ 0 ¢ &. Lo/

Qg Rather thari a full one (1) percent sales and use ta, if Park

County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and

consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it

addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this

proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

[1 Probably No
~5Z Definitely No

("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
‘ bably Yes
Probably No

(] Definitely No
] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q1 . What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Luau/};{ ke 40 _Sce iy otwrets
('n the pes e brial creanstad f’i’.%’?mrz(l
&CA/?H%JFLL £S5 dClr’fC"ff{_) (/'gﬂiufl é"d’luh

(ﬁiaﬁz'ﬂ?&-’a Sarca., lak« c,; ¢ -{j-gj/
# 7
How long have you been a resident in the area? O P (’ ({U L]

(Please check one)

] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years |
[] 1-20Years

IX] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. What s yourzip code?

Q1 5.Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

B InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q16. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

PR 55-64

(] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, indluding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
@)f:fzmly anything [ Alot

] Nothing at all [] 50me
A Little

(] Nothingatall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ — 7 Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1
c) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagaon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1
i} 1|.;llirerlrtl‘e;‘r:sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

Low =z . High
Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming poals, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not AtAll ey
Convindng ™ ¥ (onvindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 E 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted froma 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties 3
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet 1
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not

AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvndng v Comancing

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have :

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. I fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our :
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County, 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBL]C OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes"” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes

Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q& What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax pmpusalW 04 p m/,, A" i,
:,0.4'4/ 4@4&&5; cneteater Xm;jdzf
M_@%MM:&Q_

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a V2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
B’%bably No
(] Definitely No
"] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
[méa/rdidg the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

T orre .

7

01 3« How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years |
11-20 Years
Mare Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatis your zip code? ﬁz&_li'

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

X Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

01 6.Whatisy0urage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

] 35-44Years

(] 45-54

[] 55-64

Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phane: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax; 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q] « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[ Hardly anything [ Alot

[] Nothingatall [] Some

[ Alittle
(] Nothing atall

Qs.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ Y Priority

a} Repalrlng Park Count}.rs bndges thatarein the greatest need of i mprnvements 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repam ng or replacmg madways in Park(ountyto extend theiruseful fe and enhance vehicle safety 1 2 3 4 5
c) Cﬂnstrucﬂng awater storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Endy to |mpr0ve fire pmtectmn water stnrage and

water system malntenance 1 2 | 3 4 5
d) Upgradlng Codys wasterwater Iagoon system pa rts of the exisn ng storm dralnage system
__andirrigation system improvements. N— 2 3 4 ( 5
e} Cnmp!errng ADA ramp projects rhroughuut Cody to rmprove acceSSJblllry for persons W|th disab|I|t|es 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, .

gut’rerand mdewalk {mprovements in (ody 1 ?) 3 4 5
g) [mpmvements in Powell along Absaroka Street {fmmThlrd to Seventh) [ndudmg rebmidmg

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
-i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1 to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority
a] Recreation-related prcuects like bike paths ball fields, horse trails and skate parks 1 2 "_| 3 4 5

b} Fundlng for(ummunrtygmupsand organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boysand Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 5




QS.FnIIawing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1t 5, with 1being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinding: ™ foRyinong

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 ;’\5/ ; 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why ~\

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General PurposeTax. 1 \Z 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have T

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 \ _Q 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. p

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meetegtse. 1 2 lk.i ) 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including 7\

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 , 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General ~

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 ‘i\ 4 ”3 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our P
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 "ka ) 4 5

Q6. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Ve
Convincing ¥ 7 Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax 7

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 23 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 2 B 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 (a 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 (-5:7
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties -~

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 K_Z) 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

foradditional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back P




PUBL[C OP“\”ON SURVEY continued from inside

QT. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
Prabably No
Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Taxproposal?. b 7

|
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Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
=1 Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

[] Probably No

(] Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you fi‘k?\ answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

v OOrmNeo i) TGN 3 ]
L
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Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years ‘
[] 6-10Years
[] 11-20Years
MoreThan 20 Years |

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow /Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
" 25-34 Years
[] 35-44Years
[] 45-54
[] 55-64
(] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 824143713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

: KA gt ; : or should not—he funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. - Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of ~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardlyanything (] Alot
] Nothing atall L] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothingat all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Llow . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 (5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and a2

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 S/
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, g

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3N 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 {33 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding _

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 (4) 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and ;

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ;

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 ‘5_,

Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low F , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5
T ———————————————c T B S T
YA —————————————————— O T S



QS.Foilowmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues famincing:; ™ Sy
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, —
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5)
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why oS
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 g (%
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be appmved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 2 3 4 ’5\\
d) Revenues froma voter- approued 1% General PurposeTax would be distributed based on size of population. o SR
Forexample 43% nf the tax revenues would goto Park County 34%to Cody 22% to Powell and 1%‘[0 Meeteetse. 1 2 * 4] &
e)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, mcludlng o
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm eqmpment 1 2 3 4 (5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General -
[ 5

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County 1 2 3 4

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional Sl .00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our 7
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. ] 2 3 i %

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ~ ¥ Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
h)Withthe oil and gas mdustrystruggllng statewide, now is notthe time to be rntreasmg taxes. 1 ¥ L3 4 5
c] Park (ounty Ccdy Powell and Meeteetse should be settlng aS|de exlstlng tax doliars to >
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than ralsmg taxes. 1 2 (3 ) & 5
d) Local retailers could be negatwelylmpaded fruma 1% sales and use tax increase as 7
a result of fewer purchases bemg made within Park County. 17 2 3 3 5
e) The 1% General PurposeTax will cost the average househald in Park County an addltmna] $80 per year. That e

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardshlp for many low-income farml;es and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 £ g

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit'siin place. Voters in other counties S
keep vatmg the taxin every fouryears 1y 2 3 4 5

g}lt makes more sense forPark Cuunty to pursuea 1% Spec1ﬁc Purpose Ta:-:ratherthan a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
foradditional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) ¢ 7 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued rom nside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote”Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concemn, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
) ;’3/54 /"U/J aré 5/7«:7(/( (/

e 521/)(( ;//’“(/:/ f&/a//r?)ft

09. Rather thana full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

T Definitely Yes

[] ProbablyYes

[] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. fpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, aboutthe proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Vo Vo woul o Yaridul prg /ec*,(s be
(22 st ' //V’d’ focd f/d/[/"c; T
Wouldy Hewe Jocicrorr be A ﬁ&/zzé/gf

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

™ 0-5 Years
[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years
[] More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatisyourzip code? < 2 22/ '5_(

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know /Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or L[] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details (] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taves) (Please check one) [ Age 5 or Oider

Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 19 General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

»  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Surveyinside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02 Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alg back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

i familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything (] Alot
(] Nothing atall &Some

(] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low P . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, waterstorage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
_ and irrigation system improvements. 1 s 3 4 @
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), indluding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 @ 5
1] Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 @ 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. L 2 3 4 @




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. r@ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. Q) 2 3 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. % 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @

Qﬁ.FoHowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues N " Fanvdg
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, P
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 o (5)
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Revenues from a voter- approved 1% General PurposeTax would be distributed based on size of populatmn
Forexample, 43% ofthetaxrevenueswould go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powelland 1%10 Meeteetse 1 2 3 @ 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including _
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. T 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back »




PUBL]C OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vate“Yes” in favor) or“No®
{to oppose) @ 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
ta, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please chedk one)

@l Oefinitely Yes

] Probably Yes

[ Probably No

[ Definitely No

(J Don't naw/No Opinion

QB. What s your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or “No” (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please dheck one}

1 Definitely Yes
il Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[7] Definitely No
(] Den't Know/No Opinion

01 0. iipark County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 19 "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
10, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reqarding the difference betweenthese two taxes} (Please check one)

3 Definitely Yes

W ProbablyYes

[ Probably No

[ Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12. wWhat other community improvement projects, ifany, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How long have you been aresident in the area?
(Piease check one)

[ 0-5Years

[ 6-10Years

[ 11-20Years
MoreThan 20 Years

01 4. what is your zip code? &&ﬂj_

015. Do you live in town or out of town?

{Please check one)

B tnTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Tewn {Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 0. Whatis your age? {Please chedcone)
[ 18-24Years

[] 25-34 Years

W 35-44Years

(] 45-54

[ 55-64

(] Age65orQlder

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions ahout this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Counci

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307} 527-7511
Fax; {307) 527-6532
mayor@dityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: {307} 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
stomero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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AVEU B IN POWELL WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down « What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose lax, 1% Optional Tax or 3th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 19 General - Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax wpuld ha?e gone toward road and street_ improvements, \f.*ater or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects ‘
throughout Park County. « Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and g]ffgrn;iﬁg tegoaing the 1% Seneral Fuamgse Tacahe propased e
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent '

funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Surveyinside »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpase Sales & Use Tax is purswed this fall and the composition of that propasal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other membars
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelape is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymess. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for partidpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. gefore receiving the endlosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the Novemnber 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
i Alot back to local govemments. Before recelving the endosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please chedk one)
[] Hardiy anything ] Alo
(] Nothing at al O Some

[ Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet), On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one numbey next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Prionty
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing ar replacing moadways in Park County to extend their usefullfe and enhance vehide safety, 12 (3) s 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and o
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, .
andimatonystemimprovements. 2 (D85
e){ompleting ADA ramp projects throughout Cody toimprove accessibility for persons with disabilittes. @ 2 3 4 5
£} Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 20th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 9 4 5
g) improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewatks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 ? @ 4 5
b} Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell-—from Avenue E to Seventh Street-—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widering of A B,Cand D avertues, and
repaving of Seventh Street {from Bemard to Division}. i 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste manﬁgement ﬁ}ojects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. .- 1 2 3 @ 5
Q4..50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority shouid be placedon
funding each of the following projects with a 196 General Purpose Tax? {Please dirde one number next to each item):
Low P , High
Priority 7 Priorty
) Recreation-elated project ke bike paths, ball ek, horse tals and skate park. @ 2 3 4 s

b) Funding for community groups and organizatiens like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

¢} Endowments togo toward operating costs of swintming pocls, recreation centers and similar fadilities. @ 2 3 4 5



QS.Followmg ate some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal, On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convinging" and 5 being "Very Convincing’”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote N FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde cne number next to each item):

NotAtAll ) ey
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing " Comindng
frorn a 19 General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high pricrity street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This s an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 @ 4 5

ve 3 four-year renewal glection in Park County. The tax would have
rittocnting ) )oP) Acanepinigy fp Srate S »mvr()

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For exarnple, 3% ofthe tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powelland 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢ The 1% General Purpose T:

()
[NV )
.
w

&) There are 4¢ exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2

f) Revenuefmm avoter-approved 196 General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
Nattonal Park. n fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that abgut 30% of the 1% General i
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. @ : 3 4 s

g)Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents cansider this a reasonable amaunt te pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County, 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax propasal. On a scate from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
AN Convincing" and 5 being “Very Convindng’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s propased
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convincing ¥ ¥ Convintdng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 195 sales and use tax

i5 a 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @)
b) With the cil and gasindustry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be i maeasmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢} Park (ounty Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting amde existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result uffewer purchases being made within Park County. 2 3 4

r ........... Mﬂ é%ﬁ.‘? )&77& &?’C,‘/ ? .........

e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year, That

amount of a tax increase will Ilkely be 3 hardshlp for many Iow-lncume f'dmlllES and seniorsona ﬁxed income. 2 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park Cuunty would ha\fe the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax afterit has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be vated down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep votmg the taxin every four years. 1 b @) 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursite 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the speific projects are fully funded. {Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes,) 1 2 3 4

Survey continued on back V-
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PUBL[C OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(toappose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, quiters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedk ane)
[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
O Probably No

Definitaly No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

03. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
MoRE Tayes DO MNOT BAKNE
ITve BubteT Ppup Cuee

UNNECESSARY (20uT S_pend.fws

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or "No" (to oppase) this
proposal? {Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[} Probably No
[T Defmitely No
n't Know/No Opinion

Q70,17 Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rtather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund

01 1. What mote would you like to know, orwhat question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Why Money s pent on

o crsadhom T gathom o

Neceas i—...,\ .

Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 196 General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

. e sh more_
“thr, ‘|'h\ mwhad e hawt.,
01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one}
] 0-5Years
L] 6-10Years
[A11-20Years

[] MoreThan 20Years
Q1 4, whatis your zip code? ﬁ &il_ﬂ_

0,1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedk one)

(LA Town (inside the incorporated Municipality)

1 Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please checkone)
] 18-24Years

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [ 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, afleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" in favr) o O] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this propasal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additicnal detatls 45564
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check ane} [ Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
1 ProbablyYes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
T4 Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Counil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, P0 Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307} 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone; {307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcedy.com
www.dityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeateatse.org



BEACON HILL ROAD IN CODY

AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V-




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an impartant rale in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that praposal, if pursused. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your househald, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party finm. Piease complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned inthe postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Qz. Many residents are not famifiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
- seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please chedk one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back tolocal govemments. Before receiving the endosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please dhedk one)
(] Hardly anything B Alot
(] Nothing at al ] Some

[] Alittle

[7 Nethingat all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Piease drde one number next to each item);

low . High
Pricrity ™ ¥ Prionity
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvernents, 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replading roadways in Park County to extend theiruseful Ife and enhiance vehide safety. 2 3 4 5
¢ Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon HillinCody toimprove fire protection, water storageand
water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 ]
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater [agoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
andimgationsystemimprovements, (’D 2 3 4 5
e) Gompleting ADA ramp projects throughout Cady to improve accessibility for persons with disabifities. m 2 3 4 5
f)Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, -
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5

g} Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street {from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects.

h) Stormdrainage improvements alang Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street {from Bemard to Divisicn), @

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65~year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @

2 3 4 5

Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1o 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? {Please irdle one number next to each item):

low ,  Migh
Prority ¢ *  Priotity
a) Recreation-refated projects ke bike patts, ballfelds horse tralsand skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations [ike senior dtizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girk Qubs, @ 2 3 4 5

¢ Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and simifar fadlities. @ 2 3 4 5



05. Following are some argurents people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convindng” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park Caunty’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAl ,  Very
Convindng ™ ¥ (omvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% inarease. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be ingeasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. [ 2 3 4 @
e} The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and senicrs on a ficed income. 1 2 3 4 @

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years, 1 2 3 @ 5

g} It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spedific Purpose Tax rather thana 136 General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away ance the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FolIowing are seme arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convinding’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item);

NotAtAll y  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng = " (omwvindng

from @ 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. CD 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, inwhich local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local govemments get to keep 999 of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% Genera! Purpose Tax. @ 2 3 4 5
¢} The 1% General Purpase Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue, 1 @ 3 4 5

d} Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed hased en size of population.

@) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including @
2

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 3 4 5
f)Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

Nationa! Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 @ 3 2 5

g) For a $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our @

ahility to attract and retain locat businesses in Park County. 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back I



PUBLIC OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you voteYes™ (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not lirmited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
Definitely No
[ Den't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather than a full one {1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
3tldressed, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or "No" {to oppose) this
proposal? {Please dhedk one})

[ Definitely Yes
[ ProbablyYes
] Probably No
154 Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. if Park County pursied a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or
"No” {to-oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference betweenthese two taxes.) {Please chedk one)

] DefinitelyYes
) Probably Yes
] Probabiy No
Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 T What more would you fike to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 196 General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this falf?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please check one)

(] 0-5Years

(] 6-10Years

(] 1M-20Years

B4 MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipeode? 32 ¥ 3 5

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one}

[ InTown (fnsicle the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[O] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 0. Whatis your age? (Please chedcone)
(] 18-24Years

[ 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[ 45-54

O 5564

DX Age 65 or Glder

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark 5t.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: {307) 754-5106
admin@dityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax; {307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.tityofeody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County {ourthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 32414

Phone; 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us

E
E
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody . City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optiona Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE



R R SRS S R R R B AR
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardlyanything D¢ Alot
[ Nothing at all L] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

a) Repairing Park County's bridges thatare in the greatest need of improvements.

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety.

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. O 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 8) 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. (@) 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 2'9!-i1‘5tn'ee.t. c'urb,'
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 O 3 4 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 8 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1V 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 6) 2 3 4 5
h) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, fuudbanks and Boysand Girls Gubs..l h @ ¥ 3 ............... 4 ........ 5 IIII
c) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers. ;r.l.c.i"similarfacilities. @ 2 3 4 5




QS Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convindng ™ * Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 ¢
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be i mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 CE)
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 &)
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 19 Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FnIInwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing™ and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vate IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not J_I\t f’dl ) ,  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cativindng = o SR
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. ©) 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why ‘
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General PurposeTax @ 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every fouryears forit to continue. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. _
Furexample 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @ 2 3 4 5
e)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. D 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General i
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. (/ 2 3 4 5

g)Foras$10 purchase the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. §) 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. i7an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favar) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & tse Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please chedk one)

(] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

[J Probably No

Definitely No

O Den't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
MECTEETSE Syected CET MoRE T HAM
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09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or “No” {to oppose} this
proposal? (Please check one)

1 Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
] Probably No
5] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q0. 1 Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
1o, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this preposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes) (Please check one}

[T} Definitely Yes
] ProbablyYes
[ Probably No
5§ Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, orwhat question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement prajects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please check one)

] 0-5Years 1
] 6-10Years

[J N-20Years

More Than 20 Years

01 4. What is your zip code? _8’_& i 33

015.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Piease chedk one)

] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

QOut of Town (Outside the incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please chedk one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[ 45-54

[7] 5564

%) Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 Clark St.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: {307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-751
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.dityofcody-wy.qov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Counil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: {307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Pheng: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeateetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?
L ]

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters tumed down «  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred ta at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
;‘:urpase iax, ?%lﬂdp;mnaf Jax or 5th genﬂézr).;mceed_s of the 1% General « Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
urpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projett‘s has increased. And to make things more r:‘hallengiﬂgr t_h.e St_a.te of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and oo o regaroig ot Gesaol opase Lot peopesed e

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent s

funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02 « Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[X Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
] Hardly anything [ Alot
] Nothing at all £ Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low | ., High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 2 3 4 5
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¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. P 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water H
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Same residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority
2 3 4 5
2 .............. 3 ............... 4 ............... 5 ......
.............................................................................................................................. 2345




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincdng ™ 7 (Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -
isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. ‘;h 2 3 4 5

b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes.

<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes.

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income.

\
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Votersin other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) |1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.Foﬂowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll " V?ry_
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meetestse, revenues Convincing * " Convincieg
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, _
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 3 4 5
@) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. Infact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 3 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? ; =
— I7 e MNeo7 Exlf)

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
propesal? (Please chedk one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pusticu a /v —p - utp0Se" Sales &
Tax—rtather than a 1% "General Purpose Sales & Use Tax—to1:
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but notlii 1

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

e
e

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

/

/
Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)
[A"0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 11-20Years

[] MoreThan 20 Years
Q1 4.Whatisy0urzip code? _%’ﬂi/_s_b_ﬁ

Q1 5.0 you liveir, tows

(Please jieck one) g
) InTown (Inside the incoisuted Municipalty)
Out of Town (Qut<ile the Incorporated Municipality)

Don'tXauw / Not Sure

~“*own?

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years
(] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bri. ] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) ¢ [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional deti.o— 55-64
reqarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
[ Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
robably No

Definitely No

[ Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phane: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

r—
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Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. +  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

= Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and KSomation segeising the | aeneval Fusposz avand propesed ez

S 2 ; ; of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02 Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Iﬂ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
7 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardlyanything Alot
[] Nothingatall (] Some

(] Alittle

[[] Nothingatall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | , High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. (D 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

ard T Syt pOvements e 1 D 3 4 8
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 5

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. m 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as weil as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 ( 3 ) 4 5
|)Water sewer street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @
Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. (E> 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not Atall ey
Convindng ™ ¥ (Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to -
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as -
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 ( 1,
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @ 2 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties !
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 CS/

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
NotAtAll ,  Very

Convindng ™ ¥ (Convindng

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2

......................................................................................................................................................

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax.

9,
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have ®
1

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @ 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 0 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

....................................................................................................... i P

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our Q
1 2 3 4 5

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County.

Survey continued on back »




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. i an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” {in favor} or "No”
{tooppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical profects. (Please check one)

[ Defmitely Yes :

[7] Probably Yes

{_] Probahly No

£ Definitely No

1 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% Generat Purpose

Tax proposal? , ~ .
N £ The's Jones i3
X2 L 4

_ecmlé?n!‘f — 5?&..5 y ey

09. Rather than a full one (1} percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or “No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

] Probabiy No

(4 Definitely No

(7 Don't Know/No Opinicn

01 0. trpark County pursued a 1%6 "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
yoti like answered, about the praposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

- c Grnect v

bes éMﬁ?. ez, 4&4&7_‘5@
M@mlﬂmmw

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, ifany, should be
induded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fal?

Al

01 3. How tong have you been é resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[ 0-5Years -
] 6-10Years
[pg" 11-20Years
] MoreThan 20 Years

N4, whatisyourzipode? _ B2Y 33

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown {Inside the Jncorporated Municipality)

Qut of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
3 Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whats your age? {Please check one)

Tax—ratherthan a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—tofund [ 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [ 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" {to oppose) this proposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
reqardingthe difference between thesetwo taxes.) (Please chedk one) [3f Age65or Older
] Definitely Yes
(1 Probably Yes
] Probably No
B4 Definitely No
[ Don't Know/Ne Opinion
Thank you for participating!
Ifyou have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Patk County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Qark 5t 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
{ody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyaming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: {307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@«ityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromerc@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeetaetse.org

r
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o

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

Park County « CityofCody . CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
2 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyouropinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Taxis pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will beindependently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

0,1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
€ Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything > Alot
1 Nothing atall [] Some

] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges thatare in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. T 2 [3\) 4 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, water storageand .

water system maintenance. (D 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements, 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 - 5
g) Improvementsin Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding o

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. C1) 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low . High

Priority ¢ ?  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. ( 1) 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. Q) 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 @ 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

/ ? : H N
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item): Not ACAIl Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden, 1 2 3 4

b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4

(>
©)
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to @
AN
©
®

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as _
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 )

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties ,
keep voting the tax in every four years. (1) 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet @
1 2 3

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.)

06. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll . Very

Convincing ¥ ” Convincng

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, _

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have o

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. p—

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. C1 ) 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. (1\) 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax n Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County, @ 2 3 4 5

g) For a $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our O
1 2 3

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBLIC OPIN[ON SU RV EY continued from inside

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
Definitely No
("] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

UP Eracls [N iwbostse 2 AE Jolicce
Al Mscier GrReclS

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Taxproposal? _ _
FULE TRUSE Goverment, @pes

THesz Hewdl iS5 ip P Prc feestt—

f Q] 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

Vou Cav pever ot THpm Hie! sud- . Please diedne)
! [] 0-5Years
Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park B 6-10 Years

County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—ratherthana 1% "General Purpose™ Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twa taxes.) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

[] 11-20Years
[] Mare Than 20 Years

01 5.D0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
4’ 0ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
[] 45-54

A 55-64

[] Age65or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone; (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse

Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@ictwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave,

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

‘ MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V>
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the endosed information, how
(7 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything Xﬁ\ ot
[ Nothing atall [ Some

] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3. There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

B .  High
[J jority ¢ ¥ Priority
3 :
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. N\J 1 ‘2\ 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. \\ 1 2 \\ 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water sfdrage and\ | \\; ..........................
water system maintenance. ! [1 2 3N 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 5
e TSI | | (e G S . <SG
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, y
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 iy 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding ’ %

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects.

................................................................................................................................................ s
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including \:) _ \
ADA ramps at comners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Berard to Division). \.1 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water \
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant i :
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5
L

Q4.So me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

[ Low | ,  High
\t(\['*/ fMﬁum b 7 Priority
\V
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. Y U%} \l\\ 2 3

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior tizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 ;-

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar falities.




QS. Following are some arguments peaple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
Convinding ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax =

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 s 5/
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be neqgatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other caunties g

keep voting the tax n every four years. 1 2 3 4 @’

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet ~ —
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 0 2

Qﬁ.Followfng are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll s Vgry.
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Somvinting " Comvindng
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ . 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. ﬁ 2 3 4 5
\ ¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have :
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. (1 3-’ 2 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse, @ 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
- National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
PurposeTax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. @

g) For'a 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County.

Survey continued on back P
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07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No” Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited S eNe — :
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, ' i

water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Defnitely Yes
(] Probably Yes

[] Probably No Q12. what other community improvement projects, if any, should be
& geﬁ[:“'{d‘f N;?N - included as part of the 19%/General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall? |
on't Know/No Opinion
P ¢ 7)) e |
Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose !
Tax prgposal? / / / .
28 [, 2,5 M_‘;a__j‘g S5/ S .
—\ZE;U’“ 7Z z M uﬁﬁ[w a e .—)JL“ £ Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area? :
it = S e / y (Please check one) ‘1
Are At A Fpo SPpzAANST L 0-5Years |
Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and dse ta, if Park ' (] 6-10Years I
County pursueda 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and [] 11-20Years '-;
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it [] MoreThan 20Years ;
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this : — g
proposal? (Please check one) Q14.What is your zip code?E;_,Zf/_z_S
(] Definitely Yes Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
] Probably Yes (Please check one)
Probably No mwwn (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Definitely No -] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know/No Opinion (] Don't Know / Not Sure
Q10. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use Q16. whatis your age? (Please check one)
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24 Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [ 25-34 Years _
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44 Years 3 5’
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or (] 45-54 - T
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details -64 7*“ A S ISy
regardingthe difference between these twotaxes) (Please checkone) _— [ "Age65 or Older v 5L
(] Definitely Yes f‘ 5 < ,n, / 6

] Probably Yes %_‘_;_

robably No o S S TRl

%Eﬁnimlmo N | ./? ? amr iy
Don't Know/No Opini g ‘ . R
on't Know/No Opinion ; i A{J_j%‘ﬂl}(

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone: (307) 754-5106 Phone: 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax; (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.ctyofcody-wy.gov www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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Park County « CityofCody . Cityof Powell . Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a1%

a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Pumpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General

General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes 1o
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ.Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Befare receiving the enclosed information, how
o Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[] Hardly anything L] Alot

[ Nothingatall [] Some

[WAlLittle
] Nothing atall

03 +There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a)Repaanng Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repamng or replaang madways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
)(onstmctmg a waterstcrage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protectmn water storage and
water system maintenance, 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) Completmg ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @ 3 3 5
f ) Recunstructmg Beacun Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, :
gutter and 51dewaik |mprovements in Cody 1 @ 3 4 5
g) !mprovements in Powell along Absarﬂka Street (from Third to Seventh} mcludlng rehmldlng =\
the water line; street widening; sturm dralns curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 @; 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E ta Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and o
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 @} 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse |nclud|ng 65 year old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing.

-
P

©
4=
w

Q4.Seme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




QS.Fﬂrlowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 hging "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Sonvintia] Sy

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, -

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 §
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments getto keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why

21 of 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 ﬁ > 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 ﬁ 3 5

...................................................................................................

(]
ad
P
w

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. :
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 )

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including -
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General &
PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our O
1 2 3 - 5

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County.

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
) ) Convincing ™ 7 Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as Vs

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 (2 3 4 5

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet 2

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Survey continued on back P




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
%}mbahly Yes
Probably No
] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
T%c-yroposal? _ _

T gm vedired, With the el Cost

of mediced bills, $80 ney chbé’_hmd
-- ; 2 ' %3 5 ;
—&’*andq\'.\j 1S o burden., 022 bhelow ¢

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" {to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
robably Yes
[[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
) Probably Yes
robably No

& W'Q VoTed for o {)c:-c&i n R +hr.ujh This .1 —
un llated, tesple tend 4o qe emanonad When Their muney 1S inLoivect.

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, orwhat question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)
[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 13-20Years
oreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? ﬁﬁ’: /_‘{3 %

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
1 n (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
ut of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16.what isyour age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44 Years
] 45-54
55-64
[] Age 65 or Older
5

L] DefinitelyNo TR gt o Nimes T've b,:-,-{).d‘ the grardkdsin 4o Swim. The padi

[J Don'tKnow/No Opinion | ¢ been Closed By u}‘s'(:&ilﬁ@d (epairs. The. employee Ls) a+

3 -~ & 1 y ’ )" / 3 e
t]w‘ ’.hﬁ&fﬂ desk. did net try 4o Inferdu WRI with me @3 o (..us‘{'l.vm%i’:f.ﬁ’\ﬁ. w’x‘(u_
On bsth aassiong Shvlgging s+ Saying we Codl Use 4he Tap pud, Th;{:f _{fau forpartfaf)atmg.

f bahy?77 Tin the lap POl ey &1;’\3;15[7 ’

- i
WK 7 Pl e want imere.

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

ﬂiﬁ is m \f oY doilars cd‘ s
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov
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OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

] MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
¢ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [ Alot
[ Nothing atall (X Some

(] Alittle

[C] Nothing atall

Q3.There area number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 @ 4 5

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. o 1 2 @ 4 5
@) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convinging" and 5 being “Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

196 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item): Not At Al Yery
Convindng ¢ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding ancther 196 sales and use tax

is @ 25% Increase. That's too much of a tax burden, 1 @ 3 4 5
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax ingrease as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
€} The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @

£} While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s uniikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g} It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpase

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are futly funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park Cotinty's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being “Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming autting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng = " Comindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more impartant than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govermments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenuss,

focal govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpese Tax revenues, Thisis an important reason why

210f23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 19 General Purpose Tax, () 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Taxwould have a four-year renewal election in Park County, The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse, 1 : B 4 5

&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, ful,fertilizer, ivestock, feed and farm equipment. 12 3 @ s

f)Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. Infact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 A O

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00, Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued trom inside

07. Ifan election were held teday, would you vote™Yes” (in favor) or*No™
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
10, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one}

(] Definitely Yes

[ Probably Yes

[ Probably No

B Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion

03. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? P
wastev Pel, Teay
FrodiecTs N7 [%r T4 e
oS SNtresT o F Fhefooers/e

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a V2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or "No" {to oppose) this
proposal? {Please check one)

] DefinitelyYes
(] Probabiy Yes
[J Probahly No
Definitely No
[ Don'tKnow/No Opinicn

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes” {in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the diffesence between these two tanes } {Please check one)

[ DefinitelyYes
7 Probably Yes
[ Probabiy No
(] Defwmitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 ‘1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s} would
you like answered, about the proposed 196 General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improveraent projects, if any, should be
inclucled as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if purstred this fall?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Flease chedk one)

[ 0-5Years

[ 6-10Years

[ 11-20Years

B MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? 5 2 & Tl

015. Do you live in town or out of town?

{Please check one}

(] InTown {Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Cutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. What isyourage? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

(] 25-34Years

(] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

B4 55-64

] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

1f you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark 5t.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: {307} 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phene; {307} 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayar@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayer & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax; 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromere@parkcounty.us
www_parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - Cityof Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Furpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

\ MARCH 2016

» What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

= Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 19 General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Gpinion Survey, The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this falf and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the fallowing questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
ressits will beindependently tallied and reported by a third-party firm, Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided, Thank you for partidpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the endosed informaticn, how much had youread, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 19 General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please chedk one) types of purchases that are exempt and the parcentage of revenues that go
] Alet back to local governments. Before receiving the endosed information, how
I Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please chedt one)
] Mardly anything: [ Alot
(] Nothing at il Some

: [ Alittle

[ Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the propbsed 1% General PurpuseTai would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Onascale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item);

Low . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Prionity
a)Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1) 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing ar repladng roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehide safety. 1 /@ 3 4 5
c}'Consfn]&ing awater storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. ‘@ 3 4 5

‘&')"Upgradin.g.;. (ndy’swasterwater"i;éa;n system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and iigatfon system improvements.

f} Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody,

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh}, including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects.

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overday), widening of A B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 G) 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse inclﬂ;'iing 65yearoldwater
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 @ 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund nen-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 110 5, what priosity sheutd be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpase Tax? (Piease drde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ P Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 3 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior dtizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 @ 3 4 5

«) Endowments to go towand operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @7 2 3 4 5




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax preposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convining’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please cirde one number next to each item): NotAtAll Yery

d A
L4

Convindng Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa25% increase. That's toomuch of a tax burden. D 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park Cotnty. 1 2 @ 4 5
&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year, That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-incame families and seniors on a fived income. 1 2 3 @ 5
) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Votersin other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years, 1 2 3 @ 5
g} [t makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spedfic Purpase Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Speific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @A s

Qﬁ.Following are some arguments pecple have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpase Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convinging” and 5 being "Very Convincing®, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y  Very

a) With the State of Wyorning artting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenuies Convindng " " Comvindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priarity street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 D 3 4 5
b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep anly 309 of the tax revenues,

focal govemments get to keep 99% of the 196 General Purpose Tax revenues. This isanimportant reason why

21 of 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. i @ 3 4 5
¢ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have .

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 “ D)
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powelland 1% toMeetestse. 1 2 (D 4 5
e} There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 : B ¢ 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 B s 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

Stirvey continued on badk V-




PUBUC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[ Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
We__aleead y favc ensugh

Tax ~- T ‘woewy o ‘Hwnv

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
[ Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. park County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(7 Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
(] Defmnitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2., What other community improvement projects, if any, should be

included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years
[V"11-20 Years

] More Than 20 Years

01 4. Whatis your zip code?

01 5.Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

v Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
"] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
] AsS-54
5-64
] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Cark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.ctyofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody  Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

hould not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects SEATIEENS St we

throughout Park County. «  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The

results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the endosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
5 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [] Alot
[] Nothingatal [] Some

(< Alittle

] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

low , High
priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges thatare in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 G: 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3J|1 4 g
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and ) -

water system maintenance.
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements.

e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 3
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, A\

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 ) 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding ™~

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and _,.::‘

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 E /) 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant y

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 5

Q4..5ome residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > priority
A
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 E> 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




Q5.Fn||owmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circdle one number next to each item):

Not At f_lll = > c Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinding g
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, Q
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 3 3 G: 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 of 23 countiesin W)rummg have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax.

c)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

=

to be apprnved by voters every four years fnr it to continue. 1 2 3 4] 5
d) Revenues froma voter—appmved 1% General Purpnse Taxwould be distributed based on size of population. .

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 6) 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including <

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

PurposeTax in Park Ccunty would be pald by travelers from outside Park Cuunty 1 2 3 @ ] 5
g) For a 51{] purchase the taxisan addltzonal 10 cents. For a 5100 purchase thetax:san aclclltlonal 51 00 Many

residents consider this a reasanable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our \

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 G 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
: ) Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already hasin place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax ~

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. I\ 1 2 3 4 5
bW\ﬂththe oil and gas industr}r struggling s£atew1de now is not the time to be increasing taxes. ( Y. 3 3 4 5
c) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be settmg amde e:ustmg tax dollars to e

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 I 3] 4 5
.......................................................................................................................................................... o P )
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as P

aresult of fewerpurchases hemg made within Park (ounty { L 3 4 5
srsnns \"” .: ...............................................................
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park Eounty an additional $80 per year. That ~\

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 ’:\ 3\ 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties e

keep votmg the taxin e\rery fouryears () 3 4 5

...... R O,

g) It makes more sense fur Park County to pursuea 1% Specific PurposeTaxratherthana 1%General Purpose _

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet (,-'-- 3\

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) [ 34 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBL]C OP“\“ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or"No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Ef Definitely Yes -

(] Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[ Definitely No

("1 Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? TR fix
SPetial (UTERETT GRoWp
PET PVRANEAS

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
("] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
i Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[ Probably No
(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

(] 11-20Years
[W4"More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? h_r_')’j’%%_

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
("] OutofTown (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don‘t Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[8455-64

[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone: (307) 754-5106
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com

www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us



