STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpase Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and ather infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

I MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
qoing to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must e
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS' DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything L] Alot
[ Nothing at all [] Some

[ Alittle

("] Nothing at all

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
05, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item);

low ,  High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 G)
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and -
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 (5)
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagaon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, 3
ondgRenSSem ORIt e 2 b S5
€) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curh, v
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ I
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 Lft_) 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and -
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 ®
|)Water sewerstreet and solid waste méﬁégement projectsin Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant i
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @
Q4.50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
Low ,  High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments peaple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Corvincing" and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item): NotAtAll ey
Convindng ™ ¥ (onvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 19 sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden, ® 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to .

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3\ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted froma 1% sales and use tax increase as

2 result of fewer purchases being made within Park County, @ 2 3 4 5

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year, That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income, @ 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unfikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Voters in other counties ;
keep voting the tax in every four years, (D

g) itmakes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather thana 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet O
1 2

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.} 3 4 5

Q6.r lowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascalefiom 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being *Very (onwincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
190 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde ene number next to each item):

NotAtAll | N Vgry-

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing = " Convindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are mare impertant than ever to address high priority street, bridge, .

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 /@j
b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments getto keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

tocal govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢} The 19 General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

tobe approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d} Revenues from a voter-approved 1% Generai Purpose Tax woutd be distributed based on size of papuation. L
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenueswould goto Park County, 34% toCody, 22% toPowell and W6 toMeetegtse. 1 2 3 @ 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, ivestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 ’@ 5

......... fEe— [

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 19 General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by Wavelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 U5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Ma ny
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County, 1 2 3 4 ®

Survey continued on badk
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PUBUC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you voteYes" (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

“B] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
4 Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

E‘ More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis yourzipcode? 8 2 Y 1 4

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

E Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q16.What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one) [ Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
B¢ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@ictwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

- Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P>
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardlyanything [ Rlot
(] Nothing at all () Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, @ 2 3 4 5
b) Repamng orreplacing roadwaysin Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. @ 2 3 4 5
q Cnnsrructmg a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water étorééé o e
water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irigation system improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
e] C(}mpfetmg #(G’ﬂ. ramp pm;ects throughout Eody to |mpm\.re aC(ESSihth fur persons W|th dlsabllmes @ 1 3 4 5
f) Reconstructlng Beaccn Hill Road and a section of Sherldan Avenue, as weII as 29th Street curb
gutter and 5|dewa|k |mpr0vements in Cody @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka S’ireet {fromThlrd to Sevemh) mcludmg rebu||d|ng
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @ 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). @ 2 3 4 5
'1') Watér sewér street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65- year—uld water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant :
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation- related pl’ﬂ]edS fike bike paths ball fields, horse trails and skate parks @ 2 3 4 5

b) Fundmg for communrty gmups and nrgan:zahons like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

c) Endowmentsto gntoward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities, D 2 3 4 5




Q5.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1t 5, with 1being “Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAt J_HII . . V?r}:

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cowindng, "> > ey

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 countiesin Wyomlng have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @ 2 3 4 5
c) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 4 5

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For exam p e 43% ofthe tax revenues wouid go f0 Park County 34 ﬁto Cody, 22% tc- Poweli and 19 ‘btu Mee‘reetse @

P~
L
w

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. @

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
PurposeTax in Park County would be paid hy travelers from outside Park County @

g)Fora 510 purchase the taxisan addltmnal 10 cents, Fnr 3 5100 purchase the taxisan add|t|onal $1 UU Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 7 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At Al Very
Fi 5

Convincding ™ 7 (Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. ' 1 2 3 4

b)Wnth the oil and gas mdustry strugglmg statewmie now is not the time to be mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 4
c] Park County Eody Powell and Meeteetse should be setting a5|cle existing tax dollars to
tackle iargemfrastructure pmjects rather than ra|5|ng taxes. 1 2 3 4

d) Lucal retailers could be negatsvely |mpacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Votersin other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4

v

Survey continued on back



PUBUC OP]N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes

("] Probably Yes

(] Probably No

[ Definitely No
(1 Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Meoew Jors Quays -—’rz_em S0 e

W) G njl'*Lm .fm.ec_jJ /

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppase) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[~ Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q17. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement prajects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been aresidentin the area?
(Please check one)

[ 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[ 11-20Years

[ More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatis your zip code? FATe j

Q1 5.D0 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[ ] 18-24Years
[ ] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [ ] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) [4%ge 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[4Probably No
] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Counil Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

i Sl ; _ or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. +  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—ourtaxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

- Survey inside W
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Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
A Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(] Some yrwem you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardlyanything Alot
[ Nothing atall (] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.1here are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 9
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 ﬁ?

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 &

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
Low ., High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5




QS « Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | , Very
Convincding ™ * (onvincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. a 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
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f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2

Qﬁ.Foﬂowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll 1 'Jgry_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convlndisy ™ " Somoy

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21023 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

tobe approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 <}>
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back V




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
gty{s:ewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
[] Prabably Yes
[] Prabably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? '

Bine 2002 gy eop o
& J

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
efinitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes,) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes

("] Probably No
@/ﬁf‘eﬁnitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

B3

01 2, What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

LPwGr

Q13.How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

] 6-10Y
Ms
More Than 20 Years
Q1 4, Whatis yourzip code? f 2‘_/7/_/5/

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

@’61 Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(1 Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[ ] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

(] 55-64
Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org



STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

AVENUE B IN POWELL WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEEI'EESE WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County  City of Cody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In Novernber 2012, almast four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or Sth Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and streetimprovements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

: Ly , . or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—pPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Surveyinside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the followmg questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
Hardly anything (] Alot
[] Nothing atall [] Some

[ Alittle

(] Nothing atall

(B.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repamng Park (ountys bndges thatarein the greatest need of i mpmuements 1 2 3 54) 5

b) Repalnng or replaang roadways inPark Countyto extend their usefulife and enhance vehicle safety

.................................................................................................................................

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cady toimprove fire prutectlon water storage and

water system mamtenance 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgradlng Cody S wasterwater Iagcon system parts of the exlstmg storm draznage system
and ingationsystem improvements, 1 2 @ 4 5
e] {.'omplenng ADA ramp pmjects rhmughout Cody to |mprnve acce55|b1hty fur persuns with dlsab||mes 1 2 V%% 4 5
f] Reconstrucnng Beacon Hill Road and a section of Shendan Avenue, aswell as 29th Street turb
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (fram Third to Seventh), including rebuilding 5
the water line; street wrdenmg, storm dralns curb gurter and 5|dewa|ks trees and ADA prcuects 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvementsalong Dwnswn Street in Puwell—frurn Avenue tto Seventh Street——lndudmg
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemnard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant _
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 67 4 5

Q4.Seme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 é) 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




Q5.Fullnwmg are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
¢t All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1L s General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not At i&ll 5 ,  Very

a) 'Nith the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinding Gy

1'om a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, )

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 ¥ @12 3
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis animportant reason why -

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have i

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 é/ 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For examp'.e 43% ofthetax revenues would go to Park County 34% to Cody, 22 % to Powell and 1% fo Meeteeise 1 2 3 @ 5

e)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Ta, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm eqmpment 1 2 3 Cr-l y 5

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 6) 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additlonal $1 0{] Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our S
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. T 2 3 @ 5

QG. Following are some arguments peaple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convincing ™ * Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1T D3 4 5
b)\Mth the oiland gas mduslry struggllng statewide, now is not the timeto bei mcreasmg taxes. 1 & 3 4 5
c} Park County Cody Powell and Meeteetse should be settlng as!de emstmg tax dollars to ,

tackle Iarge infrastructure projects rather than ralsmg taxes. 1 p 3 4 5
d) Local retaﬂers (ould be negatwely |mpacted from a1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park County 1 éj 3 4 5

e}The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average huusehold in Park Cuunty an additional 580 per year. That )
amount ofa tax increase wnlihkely beahardsh:p fnrmany low-income fam|I|es and senmrsnnaﬁxed income. 1 ? 3 4 5

f)Wh:Ie votersin Park Countywould have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 (9 3 4 5

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBL]C OP“\“ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QS. Whatis your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Qg Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please chedk one)

[ Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No

("] Definitely No

("] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. 1fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[xJ Probably No
("] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the praposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12. what other comm unity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

0-5Years
6-10 Years
[] 11-20Years
[] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. Whatis yourzipcode? 42 247 4)

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[ 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

[X Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phaone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us



PARK COUNTY

AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

AHREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[4-Hardly anything [ Alot
(] Nothingatall [ Some

(] Alittle

[ Nothing atall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funcing each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low ., High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 (@ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 ® 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 O 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, _

andimigation systemimprovements, S S S N
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 ) 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 (2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plantand tank improvements, fire hydrant 1

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ¥ . High
Priority € ”  Priority
a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 (2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 @ 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




Qs.Foliowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Covineing. = Soneming

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 ©
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. y

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including .

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 '@ 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General .

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our i
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
_ _ Convincing " Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase, That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 )y 5
.
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 1) 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. T 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as o~

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 & 3 4 5

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 (4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Votersin other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 ;21 3 4 5

g) ltmakes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet AN\
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 tj)

Survey continued on back P
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PUBL[C OP]N]ON SU RVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No" Q1 T+ What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited |
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, .‘
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes |
B2 Probably Yes |

[ Probably No Q] 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be

S BEﬁTI(EIyN?N - included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?
on't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? <
| ho¥ 2 ¥ Wil ” L—&
R k.

uded (s
. B l [

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
7 (Please check one)

“=

3 { [] 0-5VYears i
Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park [] 6-10Years
County pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and (1 171-20Years |
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it [Z3~More Than 20 Years |

addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Q14. whatis your zip code? B32MH1 Y

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
[4-0ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

[ Definitely Yes
[A-Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. 1£Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use Q16. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited (] 25-34 Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (i favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (o oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one) £ Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes

Probably No

Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody « CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. Al responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

54 Hardly anything (] Alot

[ Nothing atall (] Some

B4 Alittle
[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

low | . High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection; waterstorageand o~
water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation systemimprovements. 1 2 @ < 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. m 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 @ 3 4 §
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
1] Water,sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4. s0me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ¥ ?  Priority
N
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 (. 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior itizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 F@ 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3 G 5




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 196 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1105, with 1 being "Not At
Al Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’ proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to eachitem):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ¥ 7 Convindng
a} The State already has in place a 4% sales tax, Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is 2 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b)With the oil and gas indusiry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be ingeasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
€} Park County, Cady, Powelk and Meeteatse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. i 2 3 Cﬂ) 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as Q
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 (?) 3 4 5
- f)While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unfikely that it will be voted down once it in place, Yoters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5
g} It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 19 Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4

Qﬁ.FolIowing are spme arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% Genteral Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convinding', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote INFAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde ane number next to eachitem}:

NotAtall Ve
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Covindng " Convindng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
watey, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b} Unlike the existing 49 Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 19 General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County, The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse, 1 2 3 @ 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizey, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Taxwould indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyeming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxint Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 ®
g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this 2 reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
Survey continued on back b



PUBLIC OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one) (;f

[] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

] Probably No

(] Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q& Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

b\'ﬁOu d Ukc: 1, K Q_O?ﬁrﬂ: 2
Lm'),(’(' T\OJ\-L b‘jj‘/'\"'r -"\'457\'\‘7{ U\‘Dq}oc\

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

E'\Deﬁmte'ny Yes

] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q1 1 What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
ch like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

k\ﬁﬁ\v\J TAY ﬁ\Olﬂ(‘# 5)\3

|

O )dU U().,

/)(? Sm/‘ af |
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.WhatothercommumtyJmpruvementpmjects ifany, should be ./
induded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)
[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[ ] 11-20Years

/‘ﬁMureThan 20Years

Q14.Whatlsyour2|pc0de7 8&U / L/

01 5.D0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
B 0ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q16. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
45-54
55-64
[] Age65 or Older

u-"'"--__——_

//Jf/j’éf g” /J}{f d/?ﬁfj/‘!vm.‘%
Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-751
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse
Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - CityofPowell < Town of Meeteetse
| MaRcH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General

What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in thisimportant Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience, All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
/Q/Som . familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[] Hardly anything L Alet

[ Nothing at all [] Some

[] Mittle
Nothing at all

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to’5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low | High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance.

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody.

g) Improvementsin Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 Czj 3

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indludin
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 @ 3

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 C 5 }

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ™ 7 Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Ukl

< Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase, That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to 1

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local refailers could be neqatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as .

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County, 1 2 3 4 @
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average househald in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @‘ 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet -

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.Follow‘tng are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , ey
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Coninceg e
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments et to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why
210f23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse, 1 2 3 4 @

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 3 3 4 @

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. Infact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our /

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back



PU BLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No

(] Definitely No

[ ] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(1 Definitely Yes
ﬁmbably Yes

[] Probably No

] Definitely No

("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. IfPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regagding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

L Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

01 T. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2., What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[ 11-20Years
_ﬁMoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? %&Qﬂ_‘—k‘;

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

ﬁmwn (Insidle the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[[],25-34 Years
35-44 Years
[] 45-54
[] 55-64
(] Age65or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

hould not— ith thi ?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects o shGuld nut—he famdcq e tae pe i e

F throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax s pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 » Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Yo familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything L] Alot
[ Nothing atall L] Some

[] Alittle

Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircdle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5 )
b) Repairing or repladng roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehile safety. 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and e iy
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, 3
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, .
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and <
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 @

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant @
1 2 3 4

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing.

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 @

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities @ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments peaple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 1 1o 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing™ and 5 being “Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reasen to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item): NotAtAl ey
Convinding ™ ” Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax, Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of atax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle {arge infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That :
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income, \1 2 3 4 5

f) While vatersin Park County would have the apportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax afterit has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years.

Tax. The 19 Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the spacific projects are fully funded. {Refer to Fact Sheet

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) O 2 3 4 5

QG.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 1being "Not
AtAll Convinging" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how wouid you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item);

NotAtAll ,  Vey

a} With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng " Convindng

fram a 1% General Purpose Tax are more impartant than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects, 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 993 of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an impartant reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyorning have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park Counity. The tax would have o

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue, 1 2 3 4| 5)

) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. '
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @

e} There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including 3
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment, 1 2 3 4 @

f} Revenue ffom a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated insice Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that ahout 30% of the 1% General
PurpaseTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4

g} Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our >
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back I
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PUBLIC OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held teday, would you vote Yes” {in favor) or"No"
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, foads, streets, alleys, curhs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes

7] Probably Yes

[] Probably No

(] Definitely No

[ Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to appose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

{8 Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[ Prebably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Qpinion

Q1 0. irpark County pursued a 1% "Spedfic Purpose” Sales & Use

Q11. What more would you ke to know, o what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Ql 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
induded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax pmposal if pursued this fall?
), |

Q13. How long have you beena re5|dent in the area?
(Please chedk one)

] 0-5Years
[ 6-10Years 1
A 11-20Years :
[_] MoreThan 20 Years |

01 4. vinatis your zip code? _? é ﬂ_ /_‘L

Q1 5.D0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one}

(1 InTown {inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[@ Cut of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please chedk ene)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but notlimited (] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 3544 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" {to oppase) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [ 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please chedk one) I Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes i
Probably No
1 Definitely No
7 Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark 5t. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@dityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayer@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcedy-wy.gov

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: {307) 527-8515
stomero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

»  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
B Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [] Alot
L Nothing at all [ Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low y ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 lr‘i;. 4 5
D L S s Sy \.JI .......................................

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 Lé 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 \‘j 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, _

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 ’__3. 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, A

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 \3) 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue Eto Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and -

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 (¥ 4 5
}} Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 {ﬁ) 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item);

Low ,  High
Priority ™ *  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects ke bike paths, bl felds, horse trailsand skate parks. i 1 @) 4 5
BFunding rcommunty goupsandngnzatins Hesenn iz et odbansandBosandGils s, 1 2 (3) 4 5
o ———————— — 3 ............ .



0,5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At Al Ve
Convindng ™ ¥ (Convindng

a) The State already hasin place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. T 2) 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 3 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to )

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 i@ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2y 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been ’

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties £

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2~ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Q6.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinang ™ - g

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 A 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why —

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 G_,’
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have o

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 6
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. =

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1%to Meeteetse, 1 2 3 4 &)
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including -

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 78 5
e i A A5 A S e v s e S
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4) 5

Survey continued on back W
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PUBL[C OPIN[ON SU RVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

B4 Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

08. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? ,
—'H“U T /Wy

& (2

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a V2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
{75-Probably Yes

(] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this propasal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
Probably No
(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

A ong

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax praposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years |
[] 6-10Years
11-20 Years
. More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? § 2.4 17

01 5.Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 0. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[ 1 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

] 45-54

K] 55-64

] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

- Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your ho_usehqld, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must he
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Aot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything [AAlot
[ Nothingatall [] Some

[] Alittle

("] Nothingatall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low . High

Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. @ 2 3 4 5

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 2 3 4 5
¢) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody.

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @ 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). (’Q 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
uparades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to eachitem):

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




Qs.Fnllmving are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax propasal. On ascale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convindng” and5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAl Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng Convindng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high pricrity street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep onfy 30% of the tax revenues,
local govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why
21 of 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 2 3 4 5

O 2 3 4 s

&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding O
1

real estate purchases, feod, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment.

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General O
1

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County.

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

Q&. Foltowing are some arguments peaple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll L Ve
Convineng ¥ ¥ Camwindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 19 sales and use tax
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 i 3 4 @
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e} The 196 General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will Iikely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @ 2 3 4 5
f)While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years, 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 19 Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back I




PUBL[C OP[N[ON SU RVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[ ] Probably No
(¥4 Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q&. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

O

NS

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

(] Probably No
Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q] 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

NI

T .

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

ST

t -

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please chedk one)

[ ] 0-5Years

[ ] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years
[sd_More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatis your zip code? SZL{ lL_/

Q1 5.0 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know /Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
reqarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one) [Z_Age 65 or Older
[ Definitely Yes
£ Probably Yes
("] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax; 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody « CityofPowell  Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

J MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will beindependently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Ers fami{iar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything JA Alot
[ Nothing atall L] Some
[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3. There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
105, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 - :‘:52
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 L"JS
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire pmtection,wafér-storage and %

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 ﬁ/ 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, .

and irrigation system improvements. 1 /' 2 3 4 5
| i i et e S hions -
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persans with disabilities. 1 /@: 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, )

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. /1 J 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), indluding rebuilding A

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. J 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A BCand Davenues,and
1

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). (1) 2 3 o 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant P

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. L 2/ 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. :)xl 2 3 4 5
b] 'Igl'Jlr.wding for community groups and organizalhi;; Ilkesenlor (itizen centers, food banksandBoys andGlrIs (lubs. \_ j / 2 3 ............... 4 5 ‘‘‘‘‘
YA ——————————————————— (A T



05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing"and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At All Ve
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax A
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 (¥ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to _
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 [ y 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as 7
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 /4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been )
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties & ]
keep voting the tax in every four years. T 2 3 4 [ 5/

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4

Qﬁ.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll - ‘Jgry'

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing ™ " |Comiing

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, ~

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. (1 ) 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why s

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. /7Y 2 3 i 5
¢ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have )

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. V2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. prs

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 79 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including -,
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. &8 2 3 4 S

) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General -
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 L}/ 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this  reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our .
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4/ 5

Survey continued on back V>
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote*Yes” (in favor) or “No”
{to oppose) a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check ane)

(] DefinitelyYes

(] Probably Yes

(] Prabably No

[ Definitely No

[ Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose} this
proposal? (Please check one}

[ DefinitelyYes

7] Probably Yes

] Prpbdbly No
efinitelyNo

[J Don't Know/No Qpinicn

01 0.11park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% “General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance indluding, but not \imited
10, roads, streets, aileys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes” {in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes } (Please chedk one)

[ DefinitelyYes
[ ProbablyYes

[ Probably No
finitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you [ike to know, or what question(s} would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q" 2, Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
induded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please chadkone)

[C] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
] N-20Years
ore Than 20 Years

Q1 4. whatis your zip code?

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

{Please chedcone)

[ InJown (inside the Incorporated Municipality)

%ﬁﬁhﬁ own (Outside the incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16. whatis your age? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years

] 25-34Years

(] 35-44Years
5-64

] Age 65 or Clder

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Coundl Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY B2414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.dtyofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PQ Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Tolk Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307} 527-8515
sromera@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody . Cityof Powell .« Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

. R : : or should not—Dbe funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof ~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.  review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
4 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
7] Nothing atall He7some

[] Alittle

(] Nothingatall

Q3.There area number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NO=sr ik
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. o @ 7 3 4 5

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. @

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements.

e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with di sabilitieﬁ. |

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody.

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects.

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Berard to Division).

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant @
2 3

(%)
o~
wn

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing.

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball ields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 23 4 5




QS.Following are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. Ona scale from 1 to 5,with 1 bging "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

5 ? i mber next to each item):
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one nu ) — ey

d

Convincing ™ ” Convindng

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects.

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax.

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue.

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 229 to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General @
2

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 3 4 5
g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 2 3 4 3

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At Al Yiij

Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4

b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 N

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2

¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to O
5
5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2

Survey continued on back




PUBLIC OPIN ION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor} or"No”
{to oppose} a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedkone)

[] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

[] Probably No

&8 Dehitely No

] Den't Know/No Opinion

08. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

e e Guphmen] REPAIR o Net

ra jnﬁ?wlaﬁnsf%
New T ROckor T iRES 02 “TrAovmicsne)

it Woudd Add 1% on THousscds — )
09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and 3
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it Pk
addressed, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this ?’ Uy
proposal? (Please chedk one) =
] Definitely Yes %\"' U
] Probably Yes P 25
[] Probably No S —
B Definitely No 9‘ o>
1 Don'tKnow/No Opinion ]

Q0. i Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 196 "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but rot limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in faver) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? {Refer ta Fact Sheet for additicnal details
reganding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Defmitely Yes
[ ProbablyYes
[ Probably No
8 Definitely No
(] Don’t Know/No Opinion

. ,wﬁ;

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

ALCERT IR Y Y . by
%ar’d«'de{ —;'A :€/ “]oples Z:Ze g/’a"
PN Uﬁgp&.& a_nch__

01 2, Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

L MPRovente vy £s 6&0%@
NOIT™ e tied 75 Ll

il T

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] €-10Years

B 11-20Years

[J More Than 20Years

Q4. whatisyourzipcode? 8 2 4 ¢ 4

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedcone)

[ InTown (inside the incorporated Municipality)

(1 Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipafity)
B Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
] 18-24Years

[ 25-34Years

[ 35-44Years

] 45-54

N 55-64

] Age65or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307} 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phane: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.dtyofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissianers
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 32414

Toll Free: 1{B00)786-2844 ext 8570
Fax: {307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkrounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 19% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance——coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.




R e RO G s R R AN e PR R e e o D
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All su rveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for partidpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
5 Hardly anything [ Alot
[ Nothing atall E Some

] Alittle

[ Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; tr2€5; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at coners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
r)Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing, 1 2 3 4 @
Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ »  Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. 1 @ 3 4 5




Q5.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll 3 ‘.‘e_ryl

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Camptacing Comniing

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 9% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why ~

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , ey
) Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @7 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties :

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. an election were held today, would you vote“Yes"(in favor) or“No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedk one)

Definitely Yes

Probably Yes
(7 Probably No
] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. whatis your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpese

Tax proposal? '
Cowtuce My +r3L
/M;maf[ég

/ s

09. Rather than a full ene (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or “No” (to oppose) this
proposal? {Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes

Probably No
[éig\l)eﬁnitely No
[C] Den't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. I Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the propased 1% General Purpose Tax?

/

Q1 2, What other community improvement projects, if any, should be

included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

o ——

/

[

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please check one}

3 0-5Years

[ 6-10Years

(] M-20Years

DR MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? Eé%z_%

01 5.00 you five in town or out of town?
(Please check one}
[ InTown (inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Cut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? {Please chedkone)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose™ Sales & Use Tax—to fund 3 18-24 Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited (] 25-34Years
10, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor} or ] 4554
"No" {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 5564
reqarding thedifference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) B Age 65 or Older
[ Defnitely Yes
[ ProbablyYes
{1 Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/Mo Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questicns abiout this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteatse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Counil Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, P( Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,
(ody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.ctyofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayar@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free; 1(860)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@ictwest.net
www.towncfmeeteetse.ory
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

] MARCH 2016

» What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

»  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
(] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything [x] Alot
] Nothing atall [ Some

] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3. There areanumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item);

Low High

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety.

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. ) 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, .
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. U 2 3 4 S

.............. " insans .

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding -
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. () 2 3 4 5

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). b4 2 3 4 5
|)Watersewer srreet and .solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant e
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 i y 5
Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):
low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
0\
a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks. (L'l 2 3 4 5

......................................................................................................................................

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. kl/ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax i,

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 ' 7

b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 5_

<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to N

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 (5_/
f) While voters in Park County would have the oppartunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down onceit's in place. Voters in other counties a8

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 K5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet o

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 ' { -

Qﬁ. Following are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
AtAll Convinding” and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , ey
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinting ™ " ey
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, .
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1) 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reasonwhy
21023 countiesin Wyomning have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1) 2 3 4 5

o) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. :“I) 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpase Tax would be distributed based on size of population. i

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. (1) 2 3 4 5
......................................................................................................................................................................... M
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. (1) 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. l"‘"1 2 3 4 5
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g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many -

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our (

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. .4 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P




PUBLIC OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
("] Probably No
(79 Definitely No
["] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB.What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
(ounty pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[0 Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(X} Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

<] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[] More Than 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[ ] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[ 55-64

(] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

‘ MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
@\Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything PAAlt
[] Nothingatall (] Some

] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Onascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. A4y 3 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 / 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and [ e—— —

water system maintenance. [ 1 ‘ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, ' 'l!

and irrigation system improvements. T i 2 3 4 5
@) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. | 1 1 2 3 4 5
............................................................................................................................................................................................... feien e —————
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, I

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding /

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. J 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and |

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). \ 1| 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water '

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1\ 1 I'| 2 3 4 5

»»»»»»»»»»




Qs.Fuliowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to5, with 1 be}ng "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vate IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

? i er next to each item):
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one numb ) NotALA ey

Convindng ™ * Convincng

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, i
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. Cl[/

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why _
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. <\

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. (/1" 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General '
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. /

g) For a $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 5/‘

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ¥ 7 Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax rox
isa 25% increase, That's too much of a tax burden, 1 2 3 4 Cs/
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 ¢ 5}
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as ~
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 f 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That P
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 - (-y

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit's in place. Voters in other counties o

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 /3 /) 4 5
O T NI DI TRRET ORI () SR —
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose N

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet =%

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 | j

Survey continued on back P



PUBLIC OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

(] Probably No
Definitely No

1" Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

B ey Yesed

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
L4 Definitely No
[7] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes,) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[=4_Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q] 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Same. 15md  as Jast [ 28'2)
a}\im?ll 5\'0 Varse \-ij

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

No  mew -}*mwj)

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
6-10 Years
11-20 Years
(] MoreThan 20 Years

Q1 5.Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
[x4_0ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ ] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
35-44 Years
45-54
(] 55-64
(] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone; (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Town of Meeteetse
Mayor & Coundil

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the States recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

i Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alet back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything (] Alot
[ Nothing at all [] Some

X Alittle

[] Nothing at all

03 « There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low ., High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and ~
water system maintenance. @

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, e

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 @% 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 L}) 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, X

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. T 2 @) 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding 2\

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 (-y 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and 7N

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 U 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant i
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low 2 ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
; 7\
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. LJ) 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arquments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): - Very

Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden.

¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes.

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County.

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income.

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties ..

keep voting the tax in every four years. Ly 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet P

foradditional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 '\j 3 4 5

Qﬁ.Fof!owing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvinduy = ~ ameinclng

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, N

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 1 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why ~

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 &S\
...... Siemmsstemmmmamatbiana sty et se s S e s e e e se R R AR AR SRR o e /J

<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have -
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 £

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. ~\
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @
/-"\

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including N
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 U

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General o

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00, Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our 7N

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 C) 4 5

Survey continued on back »
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PUBUC OPINION SU RVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
L] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. IfPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years |
[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[M MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? ﬁgi’ii/

Q15. Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[7 Don't Know / Not Sure

Q] 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [[] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[1 Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody . Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse
l MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

throughout Park County. +  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax s pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will beindependently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particdpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
(7 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[, Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything L] Alot
(] Nothing atall [] Some

(A Little

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 5) 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 [j? 4 5
¢) Constructing a wéterstorage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, 5

and irrigation system Tmprovemer_lyﬁ. _________ 1 @ 3 4 5
@) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 4 Q) 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curh,

gutter and sidewalk improvementsin Cody. 1 L{, 2 ) 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding e

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. ] 2 & 3 /) 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and ~

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant =

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low High

Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Rereation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks.




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
Convincing ™ 7 (Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax .
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 ( 3) 4 5
: S R R D R e T A
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to <
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 Q} 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as X
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 4 3 @ 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That e
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 (i.
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties Pl
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 Q
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Q6.Ful!uwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ™ - /Cominaing
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, -
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why (,
1 ) 3

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 2 - 5
c) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 Q :) 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. !

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including =

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General ~

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 (3 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our -~

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P




PUBL[C OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote™Yes” {in favar) or“No”

(to appase) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
1o, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedk one)
[ Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes

Probably No

Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No-Opinion

0,8. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a fuil one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or "No” (to oppase) this
proposal? {Please chedk one}

[ Definitely Yes
(1 Probably Yes
B8 Probably No
[ Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use

01 1. what more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvemant prejects, if any, should be
induded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this faii?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[ 0-5Years

[ 610Years

8 11-20Years

(] MoreTran 20 Years

01 4, Whatis yourzip code?

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please chedk one)
n Town (fnside the incorporated Municipality)
(] Outof Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality}
[] Don't Know / Not Sure '

Q1 0. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% *"General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund (] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34 Years
o, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No' (to eppose} this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details ] 55-64
reganding thedifference between these twotaxes.) (Please chedk one) Age 65 or Older
[} Definitely Yes
74 Probably Yes
[ Probably No
[ Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Gpinion
Thank you for participating!
if you have questicns about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundl Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: {307} 527-7511
Fax: (307} 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307} 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org



BEACON HILL ROAD IN CODY STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

Ty - & | g

AVEUE B IN POWELL WASTWATEF! LAGOON IN MEETEETSE WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody + City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?
L]

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Pmceed's of the 1% General « Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax wguld haye gone toward road and stree; improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

i jon regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and s ’ P PR

= j : : of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone rearding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
E- S familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
‘T Hardly anything [ Alot
[ Nothing atall (L] Some
[] Alittle
R Nothing atall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s br[dges that are in the greatest need of i [mprovements 1 2 ’/:3) 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend theiruseful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 ,ﬁ 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to |mprove fire protection, water storage and “
water system maintenance. 1 2 | /3-\1 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the e)ustlng storm dralnage system e
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 (13) 4 5
e) Completmg ADA 1amp projects throughout Cody to improve accesmblllty for persons Wlth disabilities. 1 2 3 4 k?)
f] Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, ik
gurterand 5|dewalk |mpr0vements in Cody. 1 2 (3) 4 5
g] Imprmfements in ?owell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding e
the water lin; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 ._" }) 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and ~
repawng ofSeventh Street (fmm Bemard to Division). 1 2 2 ) 4 5
|) Water sewer, srreet and sohd waste management projectsin Meeteetse including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant -~
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1/ 2 3 4 5

Q4.50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ) , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 (3 ) 4 5




Qs.Follc-wing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 bering “Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not :l\t 1}!] ; i Vgryl

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues fonvinsing Gl

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, ~

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 )
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why . ﬁ

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 5)
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. \_;jl
) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have ;

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 E’B
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. |

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 5 )
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including 7

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 {/ i
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indlude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General =

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 £ {3 )
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our Y

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 & 15 /

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
) Convincng ™ 7 Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax —
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1Y) 2 3 4 5
R A i e st e s S oy P S b B T R £ P R A AT ‘-/_:" ..................................................................
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 171 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 £33 32 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted froma 1% sales and use tax increase as 3
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. (1Y) % 3 4 5
e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That A~
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income.( 1 /) 2 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties TR
keep voting the tax in every four years. (1 ) 2 3 - 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet <
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (1 ) 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continved from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes”{in favor) or"No”
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpase Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
1o, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedk one}

Definitely Yes

Probably Yes
(] Probably No
] DefinitelyNo
(] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

8. whatis yeur main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
/ / A

A
VA

09. Rather than a full ore (1} percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” {in favor) or "No” (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes

)E Probably No
] Definitely No

[7] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. i£Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what questionds) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

VY
Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% Geneyal Purpose Tax pmpusal if pursued this fall?

ACCESSIB NS PARK

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area7
(Please check one}

0-5 Years
[ 6-10Years
(] 11-20Years
(] More Than 20 Years

Q1 4. what i your zip code? _S{ _l_(,{ _L_/(_/

01 5.00 youlive in town or out of town?

{Please check one}

(] InTown {Inside the incorporated Municipality)
Qut of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q16. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund ] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, r0ads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or 45-54
"No" {to oppose) this proposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 35-64
reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
(] DefinitelyYes
[ ProbablyYes
[] Probably o
[ Definitely No
ﬁ Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
(ity of Cedy City of Powell Town of Meateetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Coundl Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 M Clark St 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phane: (307} 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayer@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phare: (307} 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.Cityofpowell.com

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.ong

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307} 527-8515
sromero@parkecounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

or should not—be funded with this f tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects : et Wi RS O Ovm

throughout Park County. « Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
54 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardlyanything (] Alt
[] Nothingatall X Some

] Alittle

["] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¥ " Priority
1 2 3 5

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5

............................................. o

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuildin
the water lin; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from AvenueE to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks, 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 @ 5

..................................................................................................

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar failities. 1 2 3 @ 5




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vate AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not A Al e
Convincing ™ 7 (onvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to _

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Qﬁ.FolFowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvincng. ™ "~ Convinding

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 19 to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBL]C OP]N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote"Yes" (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

1 Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[X Probably No
[] Definitely No
[_] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? ,
O/ _[FilEp INcome

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[X] Don't Know/No Opinion

0,1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not imited

Q1 T What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years Jz
[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

] More Than 20 Years

Q14.whatis yourzipcode? § 29 1 &

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

X1 Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

016. What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) (] Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[xJ Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody . City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Iax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

l MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

- Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All su rveys must be
retumned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Ta, induding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
B some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardlyanything (] Alot
[] Nothing at all Some

Alittle

T Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, watersmragé and """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
............................................. s e eSS i ST LI 8
&) Completing ADA ramp projects thraughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 . 3 @) 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, -
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding ,
the water line; street widening; storm drains; cur, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

low . High

Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 (3) 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boysand Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 5

P
¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities, 1 2 @ 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. Gnascale from 710 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing™ and 5 being "Very Convincing”, how wobld you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircdle one number naxt to each item); Mot At Al Very

Convindng ¢ » {onvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax_ Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% inarease. That's too much of a tax burden. (D 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry strugaling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes, 1 @ 3 4 5
¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d} Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year, That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income, 1 @ 3 4 5
£)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, its unlikely that it will be voted down onceit's in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 5

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedfic projects are fully funded. {Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3

Qﬁ.FoI lowing are some arguments people have made in faver of Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being “Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convinding’, how would you rate each cf the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please dirde one numher next to eachitem):

NotAtAll , Yery
a) With the State 6fWyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Mesteetse, revenues Convindng ™ " Convindng
from a 1% Generaf Purpose Tax are more important than everto address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local govenments get to keep 95% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why
21 of 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 (D
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powelland 1% to Meeteetse, 1 2 3 4 @
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Pumose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that abiout 30% of the 19 General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by ravelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additicnal $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and aur
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. i 2 3 4 5
Survey continued on back b
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PUBLIC OP]N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7 « If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”

(to oppose) a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8 What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

(/Taxpropos al? -/a N ‘/’i i M 0.
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09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tay, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

robably Yes
[X] Probably No
Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. If park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather thana 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 . What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
incigfed as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

iff?m Séuden Ol’lin‘b’f%
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Q13.How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years

11-20Years
MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. Whatis yourzip code?éi z4 (4

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
%’\g Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

(] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

] 45-54

55-64
Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Cauncil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

e E— e o



ABSAROKA STREET IN POWELL

STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

AVENUE B IN POWELL WASTEWATER LAGOON IN N‘IEETESE WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody  City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

1 e . . or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. » Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s alculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] AJot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Z{m . familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything Mt
(] Nothing atall (] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 / 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 2 / 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 / 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 / 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 / 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutterand sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 ) / 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects, 1 2 [ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 / 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | ,  High
Priority ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. / 2 3 4 S
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. / 2 3 4 5

<) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. / 2 3 4 5




Qs.FoIInwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 3, with 1 being “Not
At Al Convinding" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following argurments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . \-'gry.

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng = Convindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects, 1 / 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which lecal govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax reveniues. This is.an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 / 3 4 5
¢} The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 / 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would goto Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% toMeeteetse. 1 2 / 4 5

@) There are 49 exemptions from the 196 General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestodk, feed and farm equiement. 1 2 /

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Vellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 / 4 5

g) For a $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain Jocal businesses in Park County. v 1 / 3

s
wn

Q6. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convining” and 5 being "Very Convinding”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% Genera) Purpose Tax? {Please dirde one number next to each item): RotAtAll Very

Convindng ¢ ¥ Comvincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 /
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time tobe increasing taxes. 1 2 3 Y
¢) Park County, Cody, Poweli and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax doflars to

tackle large infrastructure prejects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 5.
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 / 4 5
&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average housefiold in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amouint of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 / 3 4 5

f) While vaters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’sin place, Voters in other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 / | 5
@) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose g

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 5
Survey continued on back I
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PUBLIC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held teday, would you vote"Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(tooppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Lse Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, quttars, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please check one)

(7 Definitely Yes
[J Probably Yes

O Prabably No
E‘ﬂ?ﬁnitely No

[ Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full ane (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or "Ne" {to oppose} this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
@ﬂeﬁnjtenyo
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. ipark County pursued a 1% “Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—1o fund
infrastructure and infrastnicture maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, allays, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favar) or
“No" {to oppose) this proposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please chedk one)

[ Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Ppbably No
efinitely No
] Don'tKnow?No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q] 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please chedkone}
O 0-5Years -
] 6-10Years
1-20Years
7] MoreThan 20 Years

Q1 4, Whatis your zipcode? _ZM

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

{Plegse chediona)
Eﬂ? Town (Jnside the incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. whatis yourage? {Please check one)
] 18-24Years

(] 25-34Years

[ 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[ 1 5004
ge 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

Ifyou have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Coungil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phaone; {307) 527-7511
Fax: {307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commisstoners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax; (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www_parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meetestse@tctwest.net
www.townofingeteatse.org
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PARK COUNTY

AVENUE B IN POWELL WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETESE WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

’ MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down «  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th genr ng].groceed_s of the 1% General +Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
PurposeTaxwpuId ha':re gone toward road an streeF improvements, v_vater or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State o Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

: s . 4
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and oronolon regaading tie 19 Geners Purpase Taxand poposed vee

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent of roceecs.

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
X Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything (] Alot
[ Nothing at all B¢ Some

] Alittle

(] Nothingatall

03 +There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hilin Cody toimprove fire protection, water storageand
water system maintenance. 1 Z 3 A 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and iigation system improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 @ 4 )
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 0 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A, B Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5
l]Water seWer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 C? 3 4 5

Q4.Sc-me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects|ike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




Q5.Fullowmg are sorme arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1103, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll R ‘Jgry'
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Mesteetse, revenues Convincing = " Comvindng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, inwhich local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is animportant reason why ;
21 nf23 counties in Wynmmg have approved thel%GeneraI Purpose Tax. 1 2 /57 4 5

¢) The 1% General PurpnseTax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
tobe approved by voters every fuur years fonttn continue. 1 2

d) Revenues fram a voter- appro\red 1% Genemt PurposeTax wou!d be distributed based on size of population.
Formmple,43%ofﬁ1etaxmuesmuldgom Park(ounty, 34%toCody D%mPowelland 1%toMeeteetse. 1 2 (9 4 5

€) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, ﬁmd fuel femllzer Iwestock feed andfarm eqmpment 1 2

f) Revenue from a voter- appmved 1% Genetal PurposeTax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park(ountywouldbepald bytrawelersﬁum outside Park(ounty 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxisan addmunal 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxisan addltlonal 51 00 Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aitical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

Qe. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
M Convindng" and 5 being "Very (onvincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll L Very
Convincng ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax, Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is & 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. C 1 2 3 (9 5
b) With the il and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the ?l'me to be mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
o Park (ounty Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tadde Iarge lnfrastructum pmjecls rather than raising taxes. _ 1 2 3 @ 5
d} Local retallers could be negatwely ampacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a resutt of fewer purchases being made within Park County, 1 2 @ 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of ataxincrease wlll Ilkely be a hardshlp for many low-income farnllles and seniors on afixedincome. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) While voters in Park Counry would have the oppertunity to vote on the 1% General PurposeTax afterit has been
in place for four years, its unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place, Voters in other counties

keep votlng the taxin every fouryears, 1 2 I A ) 5
g) It makes more sense fur Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% Genera! Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away ance the specific projects are fully funded. {Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 b 0 4 5

; Survey continued on badk P
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PUBL[C OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” {in favor) or“No”
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedk one)

] Definitely Yes

1 Probably Yes

[ Probably No

] Definitely No

[ Don't Know/Ne Gpinion

QB. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a fufl one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or "No" {to appose) this
proposal? (Please check ene)

[ Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
B Probably No
[ Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. it Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% “General Purpase” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewsers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote “Yes" {in favor) or
"No” {to oppose) this proposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regardingthe difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

1 Definitely Yes

) ProbablyYes

Bq’ Probably No

(] Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you [ike answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Ql 2. What other tommunity improvernent projects, i any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Ql 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please check one)

] 0-5Years

[ 6-10Years

(N7 11-20Years

] MoreThan 20 Years

Q4. Whatis your zip code? L4585

Q15. Do you live intown or out of town?

{Please check one)

[] InTown (inside the Incorporated Municipality)

B4 Qut of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipaiity)
] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q] 6. Whats your age? (Please check one)
[ 18-24Years

[ 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[ 45-54

O 5564
ge 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82433

Phone: {307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307} 527-6532
mayor@dityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayer & Counil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty,us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@ictwest.net
www.townofmeeleetse.org



AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax s pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[] Alot back to Ifical governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar §ere you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[ Hardly anything [Iftlot

] Nothing atall []§om

Littl
hing at all

Q3.Thereare anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Pugpos@ax E address (as further detd
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following profgcts With 1% General Purpose Tax2(Pld

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridg ™
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody.

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third t
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, a

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old fVat

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, ﬁrejhy

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. { 1 2 3 4

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projec %,0n ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number

Low ¥ High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 5

o) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3 4 5




QS.Fulluwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 bging "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NofAtAll . Very
" Convinding

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than &ger to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects.

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments [
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax reveiwes. This is an important reasoj) W

@) There are 49 exemptions from the 19
real estate purchases, food, fuelgerti

“SHRE AN RO 0. N
fos tax generated inside Yellowstone
at about 30% of the 1% General
is a reasonable amount to pay t
#rtocal businesses in Par _ - 4 5
llotying am some arguments people hay&mage against Park County's 1% Gentgl Purpose Tax pmpu asaalafrom 1to &being’mtm
vincindk and 5 being "Very Convincing', h Id you rate each of the following arguments as a reason toyote AGAINST Park Chty proposed
r next to each item):
AL/ Very
Convindng
5
N

; ears, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down o
keep voting the taxin every four years.

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.)

Survey continued on back P
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PU BLIC OP]N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote”Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q] 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(1 Don't Know/No Opinion

"

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2 What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

] 11-20Years

(] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code?

01 5.Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

] Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

] Age65 orOlder

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

’ MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

»  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is setin stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role i

Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please reﬁ':riew Ipheyfollowiir)rg questicﬁsf,n r:vvtiﬁ.fhai?t; 25::, férﬁigism
of your ho-usehc_lld, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must he
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
X Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything R Alot
[] Nothingatall L] Some

[ Alittle

[ Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ., High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 C
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their usefullife and enhance vehicle safety. A 3 i @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and _
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 '5/
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
..and irigation system improvements, e T 4 D).
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, )
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 &,
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 @
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of AB,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 Cj
|)Water,sewer street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ~
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects witha 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
) Recreation-related projects ke bike paths, ballfields, horse trals and skate parks. 1 2 3 s
A ——————— - S RE) S SR R
FPAS—_——————————————————_-" A T S



Q5.F01|0wing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 bering “Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll T ".'gry'
incdng ¥ ¥ Convinan

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Corncng 9

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, p a

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 (3)
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have =

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 &)

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse.

c—
[ ]
L
e

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @'

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General _
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 €D

g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our '
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 1 3 @ 5

Q6. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ., Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax _

is a 25%increase. That's too much of a tax burden. (1) 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. D, 2 3 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ ) 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as =

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That :

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place, Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet \
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back »
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PUBL[C OP“\”ON SU RVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

@ Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
[ Definitely No
[7 Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
MNone

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Definitely Yes X o Dhes
(] Probably Yes RBurr et 1770 fuy
(] Probably No

[] Definitely No

("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reqarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one)

& Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

| 1@ -"j{nr-“"“f

ButT »--f‘-\éf’*'
- F tﬂb’ f‘M €.

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

I/{L'i;‘}'} =

Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax propasal if pursued this fall?

PO _CPI o
ra

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[] More Than 20 Years

Q1 5. Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

2] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

(] 35-44Years

(] 45-54

] 55-64

Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phane: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayar & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - CityofPowell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance——coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—nPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 19 General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

[ MARCH 2016

» What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

» Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—Dbe funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is setin stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose (General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the endlosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
Hardly anything [] Alot
% Nothing at al L] Some
(] Alittle

Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 4 5 /
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and B
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 @

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................

e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, ~\
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding ~
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5

----------------------------------------- . arerrersraren D PR aravanane

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and -
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5

i)-\a-'i-!ater, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant _
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 @ 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




Q5. Following are some arquments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On  scale from 1 to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item): NotAtall , Very
Convincng ¢ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden, 1 @ 3 4 5
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County, @ 2 3 4 5
€) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5
§)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four yea @

g}t makes mare sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 19 General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ.Folluwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convinding’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's praposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one numher next to each item):

Nat At All Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing " (onvindng
from a1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @

b) Uniike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 309 of the tax revenuss,
local govenments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4

) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County, The taxwouldhave
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. : y 3 .

) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population,
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would goto Park Countty, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse, 1 2 3 4

€)Thereare 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

&)
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment, 1 2 3 4 @

f) Revenue frorn a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indlude sales tax generatedinside Yellowstone
National Park. Infact, the Wyoming Department of Revente estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by traveters from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4

...........................

g} Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents, Fora $100 purchase, thetax is an additional $1.00, Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park Countty. 1 2 3 4

Survey continued on back V-



PU BLIC OP]N[ON SURV EY continued from inside

Q?. If an election were held today, would you vote"Yes" (in favor) or“No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
: robably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
5 Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
7 Probably Yes
["] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be

included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

B[ MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. Whatis yourzip code? < A EL Jf[:ﬂ

Q1 5.Do you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
n Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

(] 45-54

[] 55-64

/HAge 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510



