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Where do we go from here?
L]

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down +  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, ?%I[;pnona! Taxor 5th ﬁeﬂ!‘ ?X}.groceed‘s of the 1% General . Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax we_:u ha\:*e gope toward road an streeF improvements, vivater or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. - Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

. ! ; i
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and :}f;:,_‘::gg? Tl the T el Ppose e propoee e
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent )
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience, All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reparted by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for partidpating.

PLEASE REVIEW “JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Ql + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the insand outs ofthe 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Puspose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax s calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the Novernber 2076 ballot? {Please chedk one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local govemments, Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? {Please chedk one)
[ Hardly anything ] Alet
[ Nothing at all 23, Some
[ Alittle
(] Nethingatall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address {as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed onfunding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority Y Priovity
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 5
Ib} Repairing or replacing roadways in Park Countty to extend their usefullife and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢} Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and o
water system maintenance, 1 2 3 @ 5
d} Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagaon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and imigation system improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. i 2 3 4 @
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
g} Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street {from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
) Storm drainage improvements atong Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue Eto Seventh Street—indluding =~ _ N _
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overtay), widening of A,8.C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division), 1 2 3 @ 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding .6:5..-.;!;“-0!(1 water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpase Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priosity ¢ > Priority
a) Reaeation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2

------------------------------------ L

3 4 5
b) Funding for commnity groups and organizations (ike senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs, 1 2 3 5
3 4 5

¢} Endowmnents to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, reqreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At Al ey
Convincding ™ ¥ (onvincing

a) The State already hasin place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. ' @ 2 3 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @) 4 5
) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Voters in other counties 7\

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @/ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ‘ Vgry‘
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convining ™ "~ Gomindng
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue, 1 2 3 @ 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. 3
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 @1 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including 7N
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 G/

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General .
PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. T 2 3 4 @

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. if an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor} or*No”
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
o, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedk one)

Definitely Yes

Prabably Yes
[ Probably No
[7] Definitely No
[} Don't Know/No Opinion

(18. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
Yo

LI

Q9. rath erthana full cne (1) pevcent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vate "Yes" (in favor) or “No” {to oppose) this
proposal? (Please chedd one)

Q11. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax propesal if pursured this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

7 0-5Years

1 6-10Years

] 1-20Years

B More Than 20 Years

Q4. whatisyourzipeode? & o 1 £ 0)

Definitely Yes Q15. doyoulivein town or out of town?
[] Probably Yes (Please ctack one)
I Probably No ] InTown (hnside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Definitely No Outof Town (Outside the incororated Municipality}
(] Don't Know/No Opinion Don't Know / Not Sure
Q10. iFPark County pursued a 19 “Specific Purpose” Sales & Use Q16. whatis yourage? (Piease chedk one)
Tax—rather than a 19 "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund O] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited L] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, afleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
“No" {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details L] 55-64
reganding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one} "P3. Age 65 or Older

Definitely Yes

Prabably Yes
L Probably No
[0 Definitely No
(7 Don't Know/No Gpinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questicns about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark 5t. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Pawell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414
Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone; (307} 754-5106 Phone; 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)7806-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) $27-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
mayor@cityofcody.com vww.dtyofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.cityofcody-wy.gov www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almaost four years ago, Park County voters turned down » What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th genr Tax}.gmceed's of the 1% General . Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
PurposeTax wguld hasfe gone towar road an street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. = - Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and Lﬁfgﬁﬁg egpusing the T8 enerl Purpose lacarvd propasedise
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent '

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents,

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that propasal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
(7 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Q oo familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything JA"Alot
[] Nothing atal [] Some

] Alittle

[C] Nothingatall

Q3. hereare a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority € ?  Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. T @2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their usefullife and enhance vehidle safety. 1 £2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve ﬁrepmtectron,waterstorage and , """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""

water system maintenance. 1 (2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, -

and irrigation system improvements. @/7 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 §
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding ~

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. O 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and 4

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). . 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @7 2 3 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what prierity should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ " Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. ™ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments pecple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convining"” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item): NotAtAl Yery

Comvindng ¢ P Convindng

a) The State already has in place 3 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 Cb 5
4

2
&

) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes., 1 2 3

¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes, 1 2 3 4

d} Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. i 2 3 @ s

@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of atax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income, 1 2 3 @7 5

'—‘ f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place, Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. [ 2 3 @ 5
g) ltmakes mare sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3 4 5

Q6. lowing are some arguments pegple have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not
At All Convindng® and 5 being “Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s propased
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | ,  Vey

a) Withthe State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng = " Comvintng

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local govemments get tokeep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Puipose Tax. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal electionin Park County. The tax would have '

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue, 1 ) 3 @ 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

e} There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpase Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5

) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
PurpaseTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

g) Fora 310 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasenable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back I
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PUBLIC OPIN ION SURVEY continued from insida

07. If an election were held today, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please dieck one}

] Definitely Yes

] Probably Yes

[_] Probably No
171 Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax preposal? , '
771@{..{}»0) Aot preed it

They igﬁﬂgd @ lf ﬁg",g haue
e ut +Fhe 6&.:{931"

09. Rather than a full one {1) percent sales and use tax, if Park

County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand _
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” {in favor) or "No” {to oppose) this
proposal? (Please checdc one)

(1 Definitely Yes

] Probably Yes
Probably No

[J Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Gpinion

Q10.t¢Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1, What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Nowe — Save (84r maw;/v

-_por- fAe ¢ 28 Igj? 2SS, 0

Q1 2, What other ccmmunity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Aosle

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please chedi one)

[ 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years
1-20Years

] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14.Whatisyourzip code? ﬁ-?_ Z/_z/

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedcone)

] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
L= Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality}
[1 Don't Know / Mot Sure

01 6. whatis your age? {Please chedk one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund L] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [ 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote “Yes" {in favor) or ] 45-54
“No" (to appose) this proposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details L] 55-64
regarding the difference between these twotaxes) {Please check one) e 65 or Older
[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[ Probably No

Deftnitely No
[J Don't Know/No Cpinion

Thank you for participating!

[f you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 824143713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: {307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.dtyofpowell.com

Phone; (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.dityofcody-wy.qov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
stomero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phane: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.nat
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

»  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

SO familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardlyanything [] Alot
[] Nothing atall K[ Some

] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.Th ere are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low ., High
Priority ¥ " Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @

.......................................................................................................... T DO

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their usefullife and enhance vehidle safety.

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 ) 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 §

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
RDA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant N

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 ,@7 4 G}

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 19 General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low .,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 @) 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): NotAtAIl Very
Convindng ™ ” (Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax —
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. L‘/’ 2 3 4 5
h)Wth the oil andgas mdustry strugglmg statewide, now isnot the time to be i mcreasmgtaxes 1 © 3 4 5
c) Park Coumy, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to ~
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than ralsmg taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @

e) The 19 General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 2 3 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. @

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIIpwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | . ‘.'ery_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Koriecng. ™ » Koy

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, -

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 1 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters everyfouryears ﬁJrltto continue. 1 2 @ 4 5

d) Revenues froma vpter-approved 1% General PurposeTax would be distributed based on size of populatmn
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 2% toPowelland 1% toMeeteetse. 1 (2) 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases foacl fue[ fertlllzer Iwestp(k feed and farm eqmpment 1 2 3 @ 5

f) Revenue from a voter- approved 1% General Purpose Taxwould include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

PurposeTax in Park County would be pald by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an addmonal 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
Survey continued on back V




PUBL]C OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

\%/Deﬁnitely‘fes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB.What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? )
c;;-‘-lk > C’QSZF\ W tiadexbng 3 {—'-"
Ann  TAX j

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
%’gmbahly‘ﬂes
robably No
[ Definitely No
("1 Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

%’ Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[ Probably No

("] Definitely No
[ ] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 T. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Bivo - daitvan, ’i'f'ﬁlkj

Sivm | @ to Ctspsm - T::;._k:rta,m_‘

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

4" More Than 20 Years

014. What is your zip code? a_lj lfz_/

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[7 Don'tKnow / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

SA5-54

] 55-64

(] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyaming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us



AVENUE B IN POWELL

STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - CityofPowell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters tumed down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

] MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

- Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
@ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [] Alot
] Nothing atall (@ Some

[] Alittle

("] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

law ,  High
Priority ™ 7 Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehldesafety 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water s‘rorage ad
water system maintenance. 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water Ime streetwmlenlng, storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 3 4 5
h] Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue Eto Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A.B Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). T 2 3 4 5
i) Wate, sewer,street and soid waste management projectsin Meeteetse, induding 65-year-oldwater
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant -~
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. U 2 3 4 5
Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):
Low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale fram 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convinging” and 5 being "Very Convindng', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item): Not At Al Very

d A

Convindng ¥ 7 Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
i5@ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4

b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4

<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackfe large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4

------- " - Prerarans

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 196 sales and use tax increase as
a vesult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4

@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cast the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income, 1 2 3 4

¥)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every fouryears. 1 2 3 |

Q 0OQe e

Tax. The 19 Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded, (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FnlIuwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1ta 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item): Not A Al Very

Convindrg ¥ 7 Convindng

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high prierity street, bridge, @
2

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 3 4 5

b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & UseTax, in which focal govemmients get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax.

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a fouf—yearrenewal election in Park County. The tax would have O
1

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For e@mple, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 19 to Meeteetse, 2 3 4 5

@) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment.

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax weuld indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstonie
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that abaut 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County wouldbe paid by travelers from outside Park County.

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain focal businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back 0




PUBL]C OP“\”ON SU RV EY continued frominside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

Definitely No

Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
o vl \oww c:j O O

\_,{L\A} QNS \

NACOWAL O c)
o eV S

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose"* Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
“No" {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
Probably No
Definitely No
("] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q] 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Qs C— ““ro-...;x' Dc.hv'\p U — ol WA
. E‘)D&—V\K . «93 ’i\o VN Qﬂ_‘\,\ nl‘C_',
"Su\_v"\-'f?:::\ 7

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 19 General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

N

O

QT 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

0-5 Years
6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[ More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatisyourzipcode? BZNGD

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

{&b Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

@ 55-64

[_] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse

Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse
l MARCH 2016

AVENUE B IN POWELL

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

. s . ; or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey wil play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonyimous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys mustbe
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelepe provided, Thank you for participating,

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS' DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had youread, Qz. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the taxis calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? {Please chedk one) types of purchases that are exerpt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alet back to lacal govemments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[J Some famniliar were you with the details of this tax? (Please chedk one)
[ Hardly anything ] Alot
(] Nothing atall ) ] Seme
BRI (7 Alittle
[CJ Nothing at ail

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address {as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to each item):

tow . High
Priciity € »  Pricrity
a) Repairing Park (ountysbndgesthatare in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 é} 5
b) Repamngnrreplaang roadways in Park(ountytoextend theiruseful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
9 Constructmg a waterstorage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 (3 7 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater Iagoon system parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and iigation system improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabiities. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 20th Street curb,
gurterand sidewalk improvements in Cody 1 2 @ 4 5
)Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street {from Third to Seventh), including rebmldmg
the water Ime streetw:demng, storm drams curb, quiter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @} 5
h) Storm dramage improvements a!ong Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street {overlay), widening of AB,Cand D avenues, and .
repaving of Seventh Street (from BemardtoDi‘vision) 1 2 6} 4 5
i) Water, sewey, street and solid waste management projectsin Meeteetse, mdudmg 65-year odwaer T
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, purnp station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 13 General Purpose Tax fund non-Infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1t 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde ene number next to each item):

low , High
Priorty ¢ P Priority
a}Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5

c)Endwmemstogntowardoperanngmstsofsmmmmgpools.recreatmncentetsandﬂmllarfaulmes 1 2 @ 4 5




QS.FOII owing are some arguments people have madein favor of Park County's 1% General Purpase Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being “Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Perpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y  Very

a) With the State of Wyaming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng = " Canvindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Uniike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reasen why

210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpase Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5
d)Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of pepulation.

Forexample, 43%of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%6 to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 @ s
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including N

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. S 2 3 @/- 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% cf the 1% General

Pupose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
g} Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastrecture, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businessesin Park County. 3 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convindng”, how would you rate each of the following arguments s a reasen to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ (onvincng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry strugaling statewide, now is not the time to be inceasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
<} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dolfars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases heing made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average bousehold in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors ona fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5
f)While voters in Park County would have the cpportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5
g} It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these twao taxes.) i @ 3 4 5

Survey continued on back I
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07. If an election were held today, would you vote*Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

(] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[ Don't Know/No Opinion

QS.What is your main concemn, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purposé Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
TX[ Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes) (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QT 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one) |

% 0-5 Years
6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[] MoreThan 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[X InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

i< Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Town of Meeteetse
Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Park County « Cityof Cody - City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

L ]
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County vaters turned down « What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Pmceed’s of the 1% General + Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax wquld ha\:'e gone toward road and street‘ improvements, \j.rater or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects )
throughout Park County. - Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and g}?;:ggg? egarding the 196 Genera Pupose T and poposed use
ongoing infrastructure maintenance——coupled with the States recent '

funding cuts——Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing s set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
S familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[ Hardly anything [ Alot

[ Nothingatall X Some

(] Alittle
[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repamng Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
h) Repalnng urreplacmg roadwaysin Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
andrigation system improvements. .. 1.2 3 @ s
e) Completing PxDA ramp projects throughout Cody toimprove accessrmllty fnr persons with dlsabllmes 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Reconstructlng Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as weII as 29th Street curb,
gutterand 5|dewalk rmpmuements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh) mcIudmg rebmldlng
the water Ilne street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and 5|dewalks trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
h] Storm dra-.nage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue Eto Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, aswell asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repawng of Seventh Street (fmm Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 @ 5
|) Water sewer, street and sc-lld waste management prOJects in Meeteetse mcludmg 65~)rear-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low P . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related pmjects like bike paths ball fields, horse trails and skate parks @ 2 3 4 5

b) Fundtng fortommunlty groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs, @ 2 E 4 5

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar faclities. @ 2 /\@\ 4 5




Qs.Ft}Howing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1t 5, with 1 hging “Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
R ( ) NotAtAll Very

4 4 ; S » Convind
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comaacing My
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 @ 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ 7 Convincing
a) The State already hasin place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County.

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’sin place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back »
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Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

(] Probably No

[] Definitely No

P4, Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

T 1A :
ax proposa Fiodad o2l be used for

things gthey +han infrestructure, TF TS

to only be uszd Jor Infrastradars why nod calli4
A hTinfasdructare aaly Soles fax'l 7
09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favar) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
("] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
X Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to appose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
>4 Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Whet aSSurances Wil Fhove #het #his will only
Lg wszd for '.'n+r’¢,t>7‘"fwﬂtw2/nﬂ0}mlzh ahLi?I'Lﬂ

Concermd \Fhss pusses hat mope 6F our existing 74 will &
diverted Oweyfrom 255tntiel jnlvastradin/maintonanid +- QONLSl:

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[ ] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

4 More Than 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

D 0ut of Town (Outside the Incorperated Municipality)
(] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

0,1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

P4 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

[] Age 65 or Older

projeds |ike o Buk Coke Brah ag

an {rample .

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cady City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpawell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Park County . City of Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds,

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Surveyinside »

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE
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Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will beindependently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are nat familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & UseTax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
‘[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[7] Hardly anything Eﬁ lot
] Nothing atall [ Some

[ Alittle

] Nothingatall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item);

Low | ., High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 5 A 4 5

v‘c‘)‘E{.J"nstructing awater storagetank offuf Beacon Hill in Cudj.r to improve ﬁrepmtectic-nwatersiorageand

water system maintenance. T 2 G 4 5

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvementsin Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding -

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant O
1 2 3 4

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 5
Q4.Snn'|e residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what pririty should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior itizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 i 13 4 5
¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @ 4 5



Q5. Following are some arguments people have made zgainst Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax preposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convinding”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reasen to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll L Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax, Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is @ 25% increase. That's tao much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be ncreasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. ] 2 @ 4 5
d} Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a resiilt of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many iow-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 19% General Purpose Tax after it has been B
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedfic projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIlowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to eadh item):

NotAtAll . Vey
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cedy, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng = " Convindng
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local govemments get to keep 9% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21623 counties inWyoming have approved the 19 General Purpose Tax, @

~ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County, The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue, CD 2 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 19 General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go o Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse.

L
L
L
L ]

&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5
f)Revenue from 2 voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indlude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of RevenLte estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers fiom outside Park County. @ 2 3 4 s

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »




PUBL[C OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance indluding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
("] Probably Yes

[] Probably No
E‘/Deﬁnitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Qs.Whatlsxou ain concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purp s
0
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09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
("] Probably No
X Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

%geﬁnitely No
on't Know/No Opinion

P

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years
FMore Than 20 Years

014. What is your zip code? 811/:{'[_ Li'

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

. Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

R 45-54

[] 55-64

[] Age65or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

- A : : or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. +  Would you prefer fo see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the hallot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax s pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
7 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything [] Alot
[] Nothing atall ] Some

(] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet), On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ™ " Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 (3) P 5
<) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ ) 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
andirrigation system improvements, 1 3 3D @& 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 () 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3D 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @J 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 @’ 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 G) 4 5




Qs.Followmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convinding” and 5 being “Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
196 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll Very

a} With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinding " > Comincing

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which loal govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

locd guvemments get o keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f23 counties in Wyeming have appmved lhe 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢} The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax wauld have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to cantinue. 1 2 3 @ 5

d) Revenues frem a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Taxwould be distributed based on size of papulation.
Fmaample 43% ofmetax revenueswould goto Park(ourlty 34% toCody 22% to Pm'.-ell and 1%to Meeteelse 1 2 3 QD 5

e)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, ind udlng
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, Iwestndz feed andfarm equupment. 1 2 3 @ 5

1) Revenue frem a voter-approved 1% General PurpuseTax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. in fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be patd by travelers from outside Park(ounty i 2 3 4 @

ghFora $10 purchase, thetax isan addrtmnal 10 cents, Fora 5100 purchase, the taxisan addmonal $1 00 Many
tesidents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values ard our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Qe. Fuﬂnwung are some arguments peopte have made against Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convining" and 5 being “Very Convinding', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item): Not AtAll Very

Convindng ¢ » cmindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is 2 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
h]W{th the ml and gas mdustry strugglmg statemde now is notthe time to he increasmg taxes. i @ 3 4 5
c) Park County Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting as1de exlsnng tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than ralsmg taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Lccal retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases helng made within Park Eounty [ @ 3 4 5
e)The 1% General Purpose Tax wilt cost the average household in Park County an addltmnal 580 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardshap for many Iow income famllles and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the oppartunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
i place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit's in place. Voters in ather counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5

g) H makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Speaﬁc Purpose Tax rather than a l% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax qoes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Survey continued on back
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY cntinued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No"
{to oppose) a 196 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, (Please chedk one)

7] Definitely Yes

(J Prabably Yes

[C] Probably No

7 Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion

QS.What i your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

09. Rather than a full one 1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
[ Probahly Yes
[y Probably No
] Definitely No
1 Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. 1fpark County pursued a 1% "Spacific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question{(s) would
)rou like answered about the prcposed 1% General Pumuse Tax?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[ 0-5Years

kA 6-10Years

[ N-20Years

[J MoreThan 20 Years

Q] 4, whatis your zip code? 82/ _/}/ _3_5

Q15.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[l InTown {inside the incorporated Municipality)

] Out of Town (Outside the incorporated Municipafity)
[ Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16.What isyour age? (Please chedtone)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastrutcture and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote “Yes" {in favor) or LJ 45-54
"No" {to eppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details ] 35-64
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please chedk one) [4Age 65 or Clder
[] Definitely Yes
[A Probably Yes
[] Probably No -
(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for particpating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
(ity of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St 2044 State Street, PO Box 33 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cocly, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 (ody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phene; (307} 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meetestse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307} 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% Genera\ Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
resultswill be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22,2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
8 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardlyanything (] Alot
[] Nothingatall [] Some

Gel Alittle

(] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low High

'

Priority ™ " Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. T 2 3 - 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, -

and irrigation system improvements. 1 Lg_) 3 - 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 z Q) 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as vﬁell as.2I9tlh Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. /j) 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding -

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curh, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 &) 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and B

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemnard to Division). L) v 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant -

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. | 1 @ a3 N 4 5

!

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

o) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @,-) 2 3 4 5

WMW ba ﬁﬁf‘j”‘-‘j-d#ﬁ‘z”"



Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item): Not At All L Very
Convincing ™ * Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax i

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 (,5/
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 )]
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 : @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @
f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Qﬁ.FnJIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item);

Not At All Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Corwincing (onvicng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why
210f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax., 1 2 Q/‘P 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 & 75

..................................................................................................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 §

f)Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indlude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

q) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
regiglents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 ¢ 9 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY cwntinued from inside

Q?. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
Prabably No
[] Definitely No
1 Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Taxproposal? : : T
brnston it ikh To Coto R sés
Canneod 4 fFokd adny plode - (I
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09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[>4 Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. if Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

01 T What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years r_
[»d.More Than 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedk one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(24 Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years
[ 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to appose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [ ] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one) [ Age65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
[] ProbablyYes
[] Probably No
[ Definitely No
(1Z Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@dityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%

a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceed_s of the 1% General . Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

informati ingthe 1%G d proposed
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and infoymetionregaing the 19 Geneeal Purpose Tak and propostd e

e ; : ; of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V>



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or nota 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything (] Alot
] Nothing atall [] Some

Alittle

[ Nothingatall

Q3. There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. f/ 2 3 4 5

-h-) Repairingorreplacing roadways Park(ountyto extend their useful 1 , ¥ 4 5

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 4 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1—/ 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. Ay 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as'ZQtHHIS.;r.r.eet curh,
gutterand sidewalk improvements in Cody. ]‘,/ 2 3 4 5

g) Improvementsin Powell along Absaroka Street (fom Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2/ 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and /
2

repaving of Seventh Street (from Benard to Division). 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant /
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2/ 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1/2 3 4 5
bl ndigframmuiyguysandoatonsllesenndmertes fodlsandBosendGik s, £ 2 3 4 5
c)Endowments togo toward operaungcoslsofswmmlngpools -r-é-c--r;étion tenters;;-r;c-i-;i;ilarfacilities. 1 1/) : 2 3 e 4 “ 5 3



QS.Fnllowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 hging "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll > ¢ Very
i i inci N v c
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng R
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, _
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. }/ 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why /
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 2

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 2 3 4

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse.

f—
[
-+

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
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PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our ‘
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 ‘5/

QG. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ¥ 7 Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1

b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1

¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1

&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year, That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties a/

keep voting the tax in every four years. 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet /
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »
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PUBL]C OP[N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[® Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QS. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? e

ﬁ!mm*aﬁ /gé/ FAI@Q

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes"” (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes,) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

Probably Yes
@) Probably No

[] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q] 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

(] 1-20Years

[@ MoreThan 20 Years

Q] 5.Do you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[7 Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16. whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

(] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

i 55-64

(] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

I MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

= Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

»  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed informatian, how
5 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardlyanything [ Alot
[ Nothingatall [] Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax! (Please circle one number next to eachitem):

low | . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the grearest need of mprovements 0 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful fe and enhance veh esafety @ 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage i e -
water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
_____ and irigation system improvements. 0 . 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g)Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B.C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). @ 2 3 ¢ 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, mciudlng 65 year—uld water .
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant .
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate palks @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Baysand Girls Clubs. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadiities. @ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At Al

a Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggtlng statewide, now is not the time to be | |ncreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be semng asmle Exlstmg tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. ( 1

[
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f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific PurpuseTax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FoIIowmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing ™ " Convindag
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. ® 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments getto keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
PA of 23 countiesinWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue.

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have O
1

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @ 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @

2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back V>



PUBL[C OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

(] Probably No

>3 Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QS. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? , .
Jeld Ca VA _9 we G ol oA
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09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(< Probably No
(] Definitely No
[ Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q10. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No

(] Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

/\/Wf N P

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

None

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
11-20 Years
More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? § 2 4 3 4

Q15. poyoulive in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[1 InTown (fnside the Incorporated Municipality)

(X1 Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
1 Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

™, Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners

Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org



BUdgEt: Commissioners approve six projects

Continued from Page 1

so much of the state money.

“I don’t think the state’s go-
ing to rush in and take money
that’s allotted to us. It seems
like we're just grasping at ways
to spend this money,” Commis-
sion Chairman Tim French said
at one point.

Commissioner Joe Tilden
wondered if the county should
be saving more of the state
money for future projects.

The majority of the commis-
sioners, however, saw these six
projects as necessary:

* 594,000 to remove a part
of a hill on the Southfork Road
(County  Road 6WX). That's
roughly $250,000 more than
had been in the road and bridge
budget, said Park County Engi-
neer Brian Edwards.

The project serves two pur-
poses: first, contractor AM
Dirtworks will grade the hill
and clear the way for that sec-
tion of road to be straightened
out. It lies about 16 miles out-
side of Cody, on Andy Martin
Hill, and “when the snow and
ice get bad, it's a pretty bad
hill,” Edwards said.

Secondly, he said the soil be-
ing carved out of the hill will
net the county about 128,000
tons of crushed gravel and
chips — likely enough to last for
a few years.

The county has agreed to
realign the road by 2019 as part
of a deal with a neighboring
landowner.

* $301,821 to convert the
county’s old paper and mi-
crofilm records to digital and
electronically searchable ones.
The project has ended up well
over the budget estimate of
$170,000.

In January, the county signed
a $211,320 contract with the
Minnesota-based firm ArcaSe-
arch to convert some 400,000

old pages and microfilm images
to digital records, However, it
was later discovered that the
county had mistakenly left out
the records from 1976 to 1995
— some 250,000 more pages.
Adding in those records will
cost an extra $90,501.

When the county explained
the project to ArcaSearch, “we
basically went with what the
last administration put together
and I should have started over
from scratch,” Clerk Colleen
Renner said of leaving out the
documents,

County officials believed the
revised price was fair and that
ArcaSearch remained the best
and cheapest contractor for
the job.

+ $120,000 to re-do the dete-
riora ployee parking lot
south of the county courthouse.
A total of $100,000 had already
been budgeted.

Commissioners all agreed
the project needs to be done,
but differed on whether to bud-
get another $20,000. That’s to
potentially reshape the lot to al-
low it to be more easily cleared
of snow.

Commissioners Lee Liv-
ingston and Tilden wanted to
leave the funding at $100,000,
but commissioners French,
Grosskopf and Bucky Hall
wanted the option to potentially
reshape the lot.

* $100,000 to replace the
radios in Park County Sheriff’s
deputies’ squad cars; the new
equipment hadn’t been in the
budget.

Park County Chief Informa-
tion Officer Mike Conners said
the 20 current radios “have
been failing and are continuing
to fail” with replacement parts
no longer available. They've
got an estimated life of seven
to eight years and are now be-
tween 12 and 14 years old, he
said.

Grosskopf said it could be-
come a safety concern.

“I want to get it done before
you have a radio that fails when
you really need it,” he said.

Livingston and Hall were
also supportive, with French
and Tilden voicing opposition
that it wasn’t a need.

“I don’t think we need to rush
in and buy $100,000 worth of
radios,” French said.

= $80,000 to repave the as-
phalt at the Park County Fair-
grounds.

The project had already been
in this year’s budget, but Tilden
suggested taking it out.

“We had money then (at bud-
get time). We don’t have money
now,” he said.

Hall was among those who
voted to go forward.

“We're almost there on the
fairgrounds, and I'd be support-
ive of continuing to upgrade the
fairgrounds,” he said.

* §50,000 for a new back-up
system for the computer net-
work. The new request drew
universal support.

“With all the problems we’ve
been having of late, this is
something that we desperately
need,” Tilden said.

Malicious software known as
ransomware slipped onto the
county’s computer network last
month and required the county
to restore some of its data from
backup. Conners called the inci-
dent “a really rude awakening.”

The only project to be re-
jected by commissioners was
4 request from District Court
Judge Steven Cranfill to spend
380,000 upgrading the court-
house’s security measures.
They said the judge hadn’t Spo-
ken to them about the proposal.

If all the projects cost as
much as expected, the county
would still have a few hundred
thousand dollars of state con-
Sensus money remaining.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.POWELLTRIBUNE.COM
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County ups current
budget by $550,000

BY CJ BAKER
Tribune Staff Writer

efore starting some
potentially steep bud-
get cuts for the coming

state dollars known as consen-
sus funding.

The county had planned
to use its general funds on
the projects that had been in
the budget; paying for them

year,  Park . with state doll

County commis- T should allow about
sioners have ap- ‘It seems $600,000 t?y’ stay
proved more thana ; r in the county’'s ac-
half-million dollars !'ke wefe counts.
in additional.spend- just grasping| Commission-
ing for this year. at ways to ers had expressed

On March 15, d thi some unease about
commissioners in- SPend this whether the state
creased the current money. could potential-
year's budget by e ly decide to take
roughly  $550,000 Tim French back the consensus

with six projects
that range from
starting to straighten a
crooked South Fork road to
replacing Park County Sher-
iff’s deputies’ aging radios.

Five of the six were either
approved for more funding
than originally budgeted or
were new requests.

The projects — totaling
more than $1.24 million —
will generally be paid for with

* Although spring technically
started over a week ago, win-
ter's not over yet as a snow-
storm is set to strike Wyoming
over the next few days, accord-
ing to the National Weather
Service (NWS).

Snow was forecasted to
develop over the Big Horn
Basin Monday evening with
3-5 inches of snowfall possible
through Tuesday night. Wind

Commissioner

funding, approved
in 2014.

“T would rather the money
be sitting in our reserve ac-
count, in cash, than (as) a
promise from two years ago
from the state,” Commission-
er Loren Grosskopf explained
earlier this month.

However, a couple commis-
sioners objected to spending

See Budget, Page 3

speeds of 20-30 miles per hour
were predicted with gusts up to
40 mph for the area.

Snowfall in the Cowboy
State is predicted to continue
into Tuesday and Wednesday
with heavier accumulations in
Johnson and Natrona counties,
according to the NWS.

The NWS also forecasted up
to 12-20 inches of snowfall in
central Wyoming.

—

|

—
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PARK COUNTY

STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

AVENUE B IN POWELL WASTATH LAGOON IN MEETEETSE WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down «  Whatare your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. o '« Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

: - i ds rath
The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General S5t Pl UG A Scs LT T PR

]
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these than a 1% General Purpose Tax]

projects hasincreased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent of proceeds.

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an impertant role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelape is enclosed for your convenience. Afl responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys musthe
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided, Thank you for partidpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed iqformatinn, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with theins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considéring placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot . back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some SMJ %wzj\,un\ familiar were you with the details of this tax? {Please check one)
{7 Hardly anything (7 Alot
[] Nothingatall T4 Some

[ Alittle

[7 Nothing atall

——

Q3Jh ere are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the endlosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 136 General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to each item):

High

Priority ¢ > Priority

"a)'Fiepairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 G)
b} Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 @
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Coy to improve fire protection, water storageand

water system maintenance. 1 : @) 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and mgatongstemmprovements, RN SO € W I
&) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 ) @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as weil as 29th Street curh,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 4 5

g) ihpmvemems in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Tﬁird to Seventh), induding rebuilding
 -the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 Zb 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Divisian Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street {overlay), widening of A B.C and D averiues, and

repaving of Seventh Street {from Bemard to Division), 1 2 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water

distribution line raplacement along Hwy 200, water treatment piant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 G) 4 5

Q4.Some residents woulld like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority € ?  Priority
a) Recreation-velated projects like bike paths, balt fields, horse trafls and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior dtizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. G) 2 3 4 5

¢ Endowments to gotoward operating costs of swimming pocls, recreation centersand similar faities. @ 2 3 4 5



Q5. Following are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. Onascale from 105, with 1 beﬁing "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

? i i K
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item) NothtAll iy

Convincing ™ 4 Convinding

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever toaddress high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 Cb

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @ 2 3 4 5

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 CS)

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1%to Meeteetse. 1 2 @

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 Cb

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 Q 4 5

Q6. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not AtAll c - Nery
Convindng ™ ¥ (Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 ®
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
o) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. ® 2 3 4 5

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase willlikely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. é)

f}WhiIe voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 Q} 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

[ o)
=)
o
wn

Survey continued on back »
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PUBUC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. fan election were held today, would you vote:'Yes" (in favor) or “No” Q1 'F. What more would you like to know, 6r what question(s) would
!to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but rot limited

to, roads, streets, alleys, aurbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please dhedk one)

(3 Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

% 5?#{3?3}&0 Q2. what other community improvement prajects, if any, should be

£ DoritKnowNoOpinion included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q8. whatis your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
0.1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)
- [ 0-5Years

Q9. Rather than a fut one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park [1] 6-10Years

{ounty pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and L] 11-20Years

consequently recuced the number of infrastructure projects that it B4 MoreThan 20 Years

addressed, would you vote "Yes™ (in faver) or "No” (to oppose) this

proposal? {Please check one) Q4. whatisyourzipeode?

] Definitely Yes Ql 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

[ ProbablyYes (Please check one) Y

(] Probably No 7] InTown {inside the Incorporated Municipality) “)..D
T4 Definitely No (] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality) qlb

(] Don't Know/No Opinion ] Don't Know / Not Sure u]r\ ¢

) -] 05

Q0. i7park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use Q16. whatis your age? (Please check one) L .//"“‘A
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund ] 18-24Years b

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 3544 Years A b
water, sewer and etectrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or ] 45-54 %L\ \ 3 | &
“No" {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 5564 N
tegarding the difference hetweenthese twotaxes.} (Please check one) [ Age650r Older o f ‘- bo Ly
(] Definitely Yes wah BTy

[ PrbatiyYes 4 s 245 o Yoo
[ ProbablyNo - ) A T

(A Definitely No D

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

i you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell Town of Maeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayar & Coundil Park County Courthouse

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

(ody, WY 82414313 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 (ody, WY 82414

Phone: {307) 527-7511 Phone: {307} 754-5106 Phane: 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@«ityofpowell.com Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: {307)527-8515
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.cityofcody-wy.goy www.townefmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody « Cityof Powell < Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
]

In November 2012, almost four years aqo, Park County voters turned down « What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%

a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

{F:urpose ilff:x, 1% l{cllp;mnaf Iizxutrﬂh l'genli' J;:rx].grtt:teef.s ofthe 1% G;neratl - Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
AR RS et ot /ORI T90LC 118 SHEEC NNV I W or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. - Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and et egorling e el o ek s e

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent ofroceeds

funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is setin stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ « Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Sl familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

g Hardly anything L] Alot
[ Nothing at all JZ-Some

[ ] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following prajects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful lifeand enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 @ 4 5

c)(onstmctmg a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to impmverﬁ're protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 3 4 5

d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

ondingONSSEMIMPONents. e 126D s s
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 CD 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding c

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 (D 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 @
|)Water sewer .s"t.r:?etand solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant .
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar failities. 1 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
Al Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed

19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): NotAtAll Wy
Convincing ™ 7 Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 (5 )

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. Tha
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @

......................................................................................................................................................................

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years.

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

Not AtAll . Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cermindng. " Comincing

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 1 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 I £ )
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

.....................................................................................................................................................................................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indl uding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4

.....................................................................

f)Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 ( 5 )
g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back V



PUBUC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Thatr S used Sar
o W, f

erPle LN .

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
("] Probably No

X, Definitely No
] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

01 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes,) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

B, Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 T. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
11-20 Years
[] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? 3 2 4 3 5~

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)
P dnTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

01 6. What s your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[4.45-54

[] 55-64

[ Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.ctyofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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AVENUE B IN POWELL

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STEET IN MEETEETSE

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And ta make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—pPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of praceeds.

Nothing is setin stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Taxis pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Mome familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
] Nothing at all B{ Some

(] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1
<) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protectic'h',';ﬁ'a'{er storage and T
water system maintenance. 1
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
_ and irrigation system improvements. o 1
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and i
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division) 12 @ 4 s
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing, 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low = ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Reareation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 @
................................................................................... NI W
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): NotAtAIl ey
Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the il and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 E 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded, (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3 4 5

QG.FﬂlrowIng are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item);

NotAtAll = Vr:ln;'
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvinciey = - Coindng
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 CS)
q) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 CI? 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General &
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park Cou nty. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00, Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBUC OP“\”ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppase) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

o vopr] Do i fundr

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a4 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No

(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0.1 Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

E\Beﬁniteiy\’es
] ‘Probably Yes
[] Probably No

[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q11.Whatmorewoutd you like to know, urwhatquestlon(s ) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
i f( A o

VUL A ppimodniny be
AN e’

Q12.What other com munity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpuse Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years

11-20Years
More Than 20 Years
01 4, Whatis your zip code? @2 fJ{_Lﬂ

01 5.0 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown (/nside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

01 6. What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
25-34Years
35-44Years
[] 45-54
[ 55-64
[] Age 65 or Older

\,k W\ Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Councl Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County  Cityof Cody . CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down « What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 19 General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

- In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

; ; : §
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and Ef;:;\;gggg egpiningthe 1% el upase e popesecie
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent '
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
@ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything (] Alot
(] Nothingatall i Some

] Alittle

("] Nothingatall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 ®
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and ‘
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 ¢
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 @
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 @
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. r 23 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 @ 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 CZ) 3 4 5




QS.FGIIuwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. Ona scale from 1to 5, with 1 bf.:ing "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Camindug, * S

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue, 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. @

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 229 to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including p

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpase Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General _

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

g) For a 510 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a 5100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing 7 (onvindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax :
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as =
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That " _
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in ather counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Itmakes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Speific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
s B o

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1

Survey continued on back »




PUBLIC OP[N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote"Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB.What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

X Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes

(] Probably No
] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark Cou nty pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppase) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one)

%(Deﬁnitely‘(es
Probably Yes
] Probably No

[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q] 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years

[ ] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years
[ﬂ_More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? qD,‘} u\ \\)(

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(PJease check one)
InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] OutofTown (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[>55-64

[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phane: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - City of Cody . Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

Id not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects orsitkl nat—he- Sncea Wit KIEhp

throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Spedific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Surveyinside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
7 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
K Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything (] Alot
1 Nothing atall K] Some

(] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 4 5
) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fre protection, water storageand f__ ''''''''''''''''''
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 (4) 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, :
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
DA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and ~
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 (B s
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacementalang Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant :
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

/5?;"1' \J}: [ v.k‘cg’\" L R ]_,IET ";-\3.
Q4.50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

.................................... LT T T PRI

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs, @ 2 3 4 5

o) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming paols, recreation centersand similar facilities. 1 2 3 4 5



-

QS.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from Tto5, with 1 hg]ng "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

9 ! i mber next to each item):
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one nu ) - ey

d P}
Convincing ™ 7 Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
(1 ) 2

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why (-

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 ) 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. a 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. (~

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 3 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including ;. .

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. ((()\_/J 1 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General _—

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2\ 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property valuesand our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. D 2 3 4 5

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax .

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 [2) 3 - 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cady, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity ta vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 &) s
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet -

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back V
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PUBLIC OPINIONTSURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
P Definitely No
(1 Dan't Know/No Qpinion

QB.Whatis our main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
y Y, regarding p

Tax proposal?
Sce, e Uy &

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[1 Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Mepre Cog T//bQ}q c,‘Fnr‘{’
detai]| ov, The iwSrarlrvitoms

[ W1 lm roVe vinem | fm;}me:r }Drufa aSey]

01 2, Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

j rjﬂ{"-»—- 7‘13 QN ('FUD}‘I{f.GfJ
P\JLDI:;L 5&.\!"\/@\«7“4% -L'h\r'\c‘{

@_V‘H:-j iwn e &

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

P 0-5 Years

[ ] 6-10Years

[ 1 11-20Years

(] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14.Whatisy0urzipcode? X%_L{_f_i“

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) 4 Age 65 or Older
[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes

Probably No

Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcady.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Q 8 REPLY

It doesn't adequately address the availability of seasonal tourists, non-resident
sportsmen and visitors to Park County, many from resident locations with 8-9
percent sales taxes, as sources for larger increases in sales tax revenue.

Think outside the box. For example: Suppose proof-carryng Park County
residents were only subject to the current 4% sales tax the entire year.
However, seasonal tourists, non-resident sportsmen, and visitors were
charged a higher sales tax rate, possibly 6-7%, or more. Would existing law
permit this? Could it be effectively administered? Should the Park County
~“non-resident” sales tax be seasonal only? etc. etc. etc.

OR --- Might Park County and the cities be better served by a county only
VAT applied to all or some of the state of Wyoming sales tax exemptions?

If existing tax laws need to be changed - - then Park County should lead the
way.
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