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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

] MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back tolocal governments, Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything [] Alot
[ Nothingat all [vSome

(] Alittle

] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County s bridges that are in the g{eatest need of i |mpr0vements 1 2 3 4 @

b) Repairing or replaung roadwaysin Park County to e)(tend

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cudytn |mprcwe fire pmtedmn water sturage and
water system| mamtenance 1

eir useful 2 and enhance vehlcle safety

P
Lo
£

]

d) Upgradmg Codys wasterwater [agoon system parts ofthe exlstmg storm dralnage system

andlrrlgatmnsystem |mpr0vements o @ 3 4 :

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gurter and 5|dewalk im pmvements in [ody 1 @ 3 4 5

] impmvements in Powell along F\bsamka Street (from Th|rd to Seventh) 1nc|ud|ng rebwldlng
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Funding for community gmups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




QS.Fulluwing are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vate IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll e 'Jgry_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues S > Comincing

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 @ 3 1 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing'", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | . Very
Convincing ¥ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down onceit's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. @

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back W
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PUBL]C OP”\”ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
("] Probably No
(] Definitely No
4 Don't Know/No Opinion

QS. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
T HaT “potirremms”

WoulD No7 BE PRUDEMN T
JIN DSE COF SAI1D Moﬂfzﬂ:r/

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tay, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
efinitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q] 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[ ] Probably No

[ ] Definitely No
r_q’ﬁzn't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

J (Fix) THE
ReAds HAND BRIDGES
AND WATER SYST7EMS,
Q_I?ch/ﬁc- PURPEE c:b,uas/f

What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6A0Years
11-20 Years
(] More Than 20 Years

T THOVGHT 7415 wWARS SUPPesED
Q15.Doyou liveintownoroutoftown? 7o B A/
(Please check one) O wE ./
[ InJown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality) AN O‘,U)/ m

ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24 Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44 Years
[] 45:54
5-64
[] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Pawell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meetestse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance——coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the endlosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
&) Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[ Hardlyanything [] Alot

(] Nothing atall (] Some

AlLittle
[] Nothing at all

03 There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairmg Park (ounty's brldges thatarein the greatest need of i lmprovements @ 2 3 4 5
b) Repalnng ﬂr replacing madways in Park Count)r 0 extend the;ruseful Jifeand enhance vehidle safety @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody toimprove fire pmtecn{m water ste;age and

water system maintenance. & 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements, @ 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp pm}ects rhmughout Cody to |mpm~.re accessmlllty for persons w1th disahllmes @ 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan ﬁwenue, as well as 29th Street curb, .
gutter and srdewalk 1mpmvements in Cﬂdy & 2 3 4 5

g) Imprnvements in Powell along Absamka Street (fmmThlrd :o Seventh) including rebuilding -
the water line; street wldenrng storm drains; curb, gutterand sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. d/ 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements aiong Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), wideningof A BCand Davenues,and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). [/1/ 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse induding 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant T

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. y 2 3 4 5

Q4. 50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAl . Very

Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ :: 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why -

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General PurposeTax CI/ 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have —

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. {V 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. —

For examp'.e 43% nﬁhe taxrevenues wau!d go to Park (ounty, 34% to Cody, 22 "o to Pawell and 1%to Meeteetse 1 2 3 4 5
e)There are49 exemptionsfrom the 1% General PurposeTax actording to State Statute 39-15-105, mcIudlng — ?

real estate purchases, foacl fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General .

PurposeTax in Park Caunty would be pard by travelers from outside Park (ounty é]/) 2 3 4 5
g) Fora 510 purchase thetax isan addmonal 10 cents. Fara STUU purchase the taxisan addmonalS .00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property valuesandour ~ —

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. Cy 2 3 “ 5

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1t0 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 5 4 5
b)‘r‘ﬁth the oil and gas industry strugghng statemde now is not the time to be mrreasrng taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
c) Park (num)r Eudy Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside erustrng tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure prorerts rather than rarsmgtaxes 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively |mpacted froma 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases berng made within Park (ounty & 2 3 4 5
e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

T
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpase
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back P
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PUBLIC OPIN]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No"
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
j}ﬂn&le:}. ?T@»po;c @ / %
ﬁ .}Dr"c :"['r"— "Pu v"r-}'C-‘.SC 7%'/

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
(ounty pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
D¢ Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes,) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

[] Probably No

(] Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5VYears

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[X] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? ¥ 2 4 ) 4

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please chedk one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

55-64

] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners

Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS' DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
B Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything [ Alot
[] Nothing atall 1 Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of
to3, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 D) 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. _ 1 2 3 @ 5
€) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue Eto Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramips at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

a v ®

Q4.Same residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item);

low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects ike bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 D s
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 @ 5

<) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, rereation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @j 4 5




05. Following are some arquments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ 7 Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is 3 25% increase, That’s too much of a tax burden. (@Y) 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
¢ Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted froma 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income.

..............................................................................................................................................................................

(%)
s
A

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. ot 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2

Qﬁ.FUIluwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park F&unty's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not,
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote [N FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , | Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convingg ™ " TR

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 (?
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 < @
¢ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax n Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businessesin Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

v

Survey continued on back
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PU BLIC OP”\”ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

‘B Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years !
[] 11-20Years

B2 More Than 20 Years

Q1 4., what is your zip code?

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

B InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

("] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 35-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
[ Definitely Yes
] ProbablyYes
[] Probabiy No
Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phane: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - CityofPowell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

‘ MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 19 General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your canvenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the endosed information, how much had you read, 0,2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[7] Hardly anything (] Alot
[] Nothingatall [ Some

] Alittle

("] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low | , High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 i 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fre protection, water storageand
water system maintenance. 1 ¢ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, ]
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 S
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 E
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 o/ 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and s
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 B 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant _
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High

Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 Q 3 B 5
b)FuncImgfor(ommunnyg roupsa nd organizations like senior [iti;;en cente.r;l.‘ood banks and Boysand G|r|sCIubs1 2 3 4 (5)
dEndovmensto gotowardopeting astsofswinmingpook o cnsandsimlorfaites. (1) 2 3 45



05 Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
_ _ Convincing ™ ¥ Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25%increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 B (5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 "
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to .

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 (5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as i

aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park C{)unty 1 2 3 4 {5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average hnusehold in Park Cuunty an additional 580 per year. That )

amount uf ataxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 (3

f] While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every fuuryea fs. 1 2 3 4 (5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spemﬁc Purpnse Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet 1
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 (S

Q6.Fo|iow‘mg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , ey

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvinding ™ " Convindng

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, .

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why R

21. of 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 (2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have =

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. =

Forexample, 43%of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% toMeeteetse. (1 2 3 4 5
@) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equi pment 1 -"2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General <

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. {1 2 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property valuesandour
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. a 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P




PUBUC OP]NION SU RV EY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote"Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
7] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax pmposai?

) y
Lo ALy (0 k-.-i-‘ Aan , a A ..-J-{ ,‘.xe.r-r.:

{ !JI: l.;L‘&f'-"_r-(‘
/ 7 -1
| P S #

dalY 22’ ANLINL NS
v

2al VI d AN

=

ARV

W

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
X Definitely No
{7 Don't Know/No Opinion

WA /s
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Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
youllke answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpuse Tax?
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Q1 2., What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

More Than 20 Years

014 Whatis your zip code? 4 (\ Y
b )

Q1 5.0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[5'InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(1 Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[1 25-34Years

(] 35-44 Years

] 45-54

] 55-64

Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyaming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Park County - Cityof Cody . City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 » Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

lot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(7] Hardly anything [ Alot
[ Nothing atall [ Some

] Alittle

("] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and 1 """""
water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements, o 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @ 3 4 5

@ 2 3 4 s

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of AB,Cand D avenues, and

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward aperating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 @ 3 4 5




05 Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll L Very
) ) Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) With the il and gas industry struggllng statewme now is notthetlmeto bemcreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse shnuld be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than ralsmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively lmpacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many Icw-lncume famllles and seniorsona ﬁxed income. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General PurposeTax afterit has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place, Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 3 @

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FuIIuwmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convinding', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cowiticing ™ TNy

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 : 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why

Aof 13 counties thyomtng have appm\red the 1% General PurposeTax 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1%to Meeteeise 1 2 @ 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. Infact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

Survey continued on back V



PUBUC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No

[A Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q& What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

1 Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
] Prabably No
M Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

010. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

b\MLE/ mJT‘_‘TF-\{, This Gor L years,
‘ cce b the X

Llimaia ™ T

are SpeuT. in o shordop TFime.
e &,
Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be

included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q] 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[ ] 11-20Years

[ More Than 20 Years

Q1 4., Whatis your zip code? § £:’_ _f i
Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(1 Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund (] 18-24 Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34 Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or ] 45-54
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details (] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) 14 Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
4 Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpase Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—pPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

' MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed “Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 » Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 19 General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
K2 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything L] Alot
] Nothingatall (X Some

] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 (}D 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 L.‘U 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storageand
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and rrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 i/‘;\’ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, -
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3) 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding m i l
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. [ Ko 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including /
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and /V/ 9‘-’
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). Y 2 3 4 5

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant |22
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. ’%ﬁ [ 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. T 2 @ 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ 7 (onvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa25%increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as g

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. /1 2 3 4 5
R A R R A R R e A AR S S e ....L_.’,A.... -+
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed ‘mcome@ 2 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. @ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

foradditional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Qﬁ.FuIIuwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not:ﬂt l.tll 3 . Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing " Gy

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 - G /
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including oy
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 g

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @/

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents cnsider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect writical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 B

)

Survey continued on back P
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PUBUC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

J<] Definitely Yes
["] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08 What is your main concemn, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? - -
ée.u\ﬂxr\ci i‘Lc ?C& 5 u-[i
[ 4

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a /2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
] Definitely No
4 Don'tKnow/No Opinion

01 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
4 Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
"1 Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

timo taoch cae. e done
o this (92 tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years |
[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[ More Than 20 Years

014. Whatis your zip code? _8_;2 _LLl_LL

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

(] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[ ] 45-54

(] 55-64

4] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone; (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - | City of Cody - City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse
' | MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

: £ . : or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. - Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof ~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, (12 Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Aot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
St familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

(] Hardly anything L] Adot
] Nothing atall s

(] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3. There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ., High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Repairrng Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. Q 2 3 4 5
b) Repamng or replatrng roadways in Park Cou nty to e)rlend their useful frfe and enhance vehrde safety 0 2 3 4 5
c} Censtructmg a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody o |mpr0ue fire protectmn water sturage and -

water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the exlstlng storm drarnage system

and irrigation system improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accressrh:l ity for persons WIth drsabrlrtres 0 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curh,

gutter and sidewalk lrnprovements in Cody. D 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell aiong Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), mcludmg rebmldlng

the water line; street wrdenmg, storm dralns curb ,gutter and suiewalks trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Dwrsron Street in Powell—fmm Avenue Eto Seventh Street—induding L/
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2 3 4 5
Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low - ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Recreation-related pro jectslike bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks. 3 4 5
h] Fundrng forcommunrty groups and urgamzatmns like senior citizen centers, food banks and Buys and Girls Clubs. 3 4 5
c) Enclowments to go toward operating costs ofSW|mm|ng puuls recreation centers and similar fau!mes 3 4 5




QS Following are some arguments people have made i favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
Not At All o Very

i

Convincing ™ ¥ (Convindng

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. ( 1 ) 2

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. ( 1 ’

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 6 1 ’

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County.

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason ta vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
_ _ Convincing ™ * Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. _ 1 2 3 4
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4

<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 B

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4

-----------

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4

Survey continued on back P




PUBLIC OP]NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes

[] Prp#ably No
efinitely No

[ ] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

60

4

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tay, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

(] Pgpbably No
efinitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. rrpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 1#20Years

Q1 5. Doyou live in town or out of town?
(Ple eck one)
n Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 453
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details L]
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) ge 65 or Older
[ Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
ably No
efinitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteatse.orq
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almast four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 19 Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations,

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

I MARCH 2016

+ Whatare your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

0,1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ « Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
X Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything (5 Alot
(] Nothingatall L| Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low | ,  High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 9 1 4@
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, waterstoragea d T
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 . @
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
h) Storm drainage improvermnents along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 @
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4..50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low 4 , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects|ike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5
S ————————————— ey, TV S S P S
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QS Following are some arquments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
. . Convincing ™ ¥ indi
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax == S
is @ 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 B 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County, 1 2 @ J 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. @ 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax ratherthan a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinding > Iy

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 19 General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @
e)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, fnod fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Revenue froma voter—approved 1% General PurposeTax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back



PUBL[C OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. £ an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" {in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but ot limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please check ene)

Definitely Yes

Probably Yes
[ Probably No
] Definitely No
] Den't Know/Ne Qpinion

Qs. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pussued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or “No" (to oppose) this
proposal? {Please chedk one)

4 Definitely Yes
[ Probabiy Yes
[ Prebably No
(] Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0.1park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

01 "1, What more would you fike to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Ql 2. What other community improvement projects, ifany, should be
induded as part of the 1% General Purpase Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How lorg have you been a resident in the area?
{Piease checkone)

] 0-5Years

(] 6-10Years

(] 11-20Years

B, More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis yourzipcode? £ 2. d1d

Q15.00 you live in town or out of town?

{Please chedk one)

X} InTown (lnside the incorporated Municipality)

(1 Outof Town (Outside the incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q16. whatis your age? {Please chedcone)

Tax—rather than a 1% "Generai Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund (] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not fimited [ 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or (] 45-54
“No" (to oppose) this propasal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details L] 55-64
reganding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please chedk one) [X] Age6s orOlder
K DefinitelyYes
O Probabiy Yes
[ Probably Mo
(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for partidipating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax; {307) 527-6532
mayor@dtyofcody.com
www.dityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: {367) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@ictwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkeounty.us
www.parkcounty,us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax o 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General - Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof ~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

informati ding the 1% General P Taxand d
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and i e b

. : ; : of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

_ Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play animportant role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

Shimie familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
("] Hardly anything (] Alot
[ Nothing atall K Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.Therearea number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low High

Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 B 4 5
¢) Constructing a waterstorage tank offof Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, waterstorageand
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, -
and irrigation system improvements. @' CE/ 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp prajects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding &
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @ ) 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at coners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and \
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). (ﬁ/ 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant -~
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. (I:U 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. (1) 2 3 4 5
b}Fundmgformmmumrygmupsand organizations like senlor (Ltlzencentersfuodbaniﬁ andBoysandGilsCubs. 1 “““““““““ 2 IIIIIIIII @ ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ ; -------------- 5 -----
FTR——————————————— N <) B T S



Qs.Foilawing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , ey

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Corwinding; ™ Sommenig

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 r( }) 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why -

210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 @ 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

g) Fora $70 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
. Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 g 4 ) 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. T 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 iS )
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as <

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’sin place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 19 Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBL[C OPIN[ON SU RVEY continued from inside

QT. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance incuding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q&What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
L R2YES ARE pelf [F anOLH

SPAEWD e

R Eae

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
["] Probably No
¥ Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. Ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—ratherthana 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other com munity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q] 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

(] 11-20Years

$4] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? 74 4/ 74

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

X InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16.What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or L] 45-54
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) (X Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[X] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Pumpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 19 General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 » Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
E. Siifie familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[7] Hardly anything [ Alot
] Nothing atall B Some

(] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low | ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, T 2 O E 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 ® 4 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank offof Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fre protection, waterstorageand
water system maintenance. 1 &) 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. CD 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. ) » 3 4 5

ADA ramps at comners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of AB,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). @ 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, indluding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low . High

Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. ® 2 3 4 5
A ————————————y PO )
koo gutoasperting obof o oo o cisandsrlar s o2 ® 4 s



Q5. Foltowing are ssme arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1105, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how woudld you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle ane number next to each item):

NotAtAD L Very .
Convindng ™ ¥ Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ s
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 &)
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 s
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @

£} While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place, Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 . &

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedfic Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to eachitem):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Covinding = " Convindng

from a 19 General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects, 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep anly 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @ 2 3 4 S
¢ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal electionin Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 4 5

) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 @ 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County, U ¢) I 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents, For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amaunt to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
Survey continued on back b




PUBLIC OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
: Waf/of never g0 A wen Y

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No' (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
X Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes

<! Probably Yes

Probably No

[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

ﬂeCA( /ﬁkﬁ U?fiﬂl S

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

X MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis yourzip code? ERY/1 &

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

4. InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 G.Whatisyourage? (Please check one)
[ ] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

™ 45-54

(] 55-64

] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Park County - CityofCody - CityofPowell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpase Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

l MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

- Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

»  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Ta, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
ﬁ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything E(A lot
["1 Nothing atall [ Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ™ 7 Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 /CD 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 5
¢ Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire pfotectinn, waterstorageand o~

water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. ) @ 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curh,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 ) 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant @
2 3

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing.

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 19 General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low H.iglzl
Priority

|
| 2




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing™ and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At Al Very

3 - 4 . -
Convincing ™ * (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 2 3 4 5

<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes.

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 2 3 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average househu[d in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed incnme.@ 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties \
keep votmg the taxin ever},r fouryears 1

g) Itmakes more sense fur Park County topursuea 1%Speuﬁc Purpose Tax ratherthana 1% Generai Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet |
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll ,  Very

Convincdng ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local govemnments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why

21 af 23 countiesin Wyummg ha'.re appmved the 1% Generai Pu rpuse Tax ' 3 4 5
t)The 1% General Purpnse Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

tobe approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. T \
Forexample, 43% of the taxrevenues would o to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse 1

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including ‘\
real estate purchases faod fuel fer’ullzer Iwestock feed and farm eqmpment } 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue froma vuter—appmved 1% General Purpose Taxwould include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone :
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General Q
1

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 2 3 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, thetax isan addltlonal $1 00 Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back V>




PUBL[C OP[NION SU RVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or”No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Prabably Yes

Prabably Ng
Deﬁnitel
Don' tKno

03. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

No Opinion

Tax proposal? ‘
Tavadion Taxfion Taxat7or f
AND
=

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes

Probably Ne=
% Deﬁnitel
] Don't Know7Mo Opinion

Q1 0. i Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q] 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would

you ljke answeredapb the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
,xll( ) (%U

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as par\ g 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q] 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 11-20Years
More Than 20 Years

014. Whatis your zip code?q_gi\&rj)&

Q15.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

‘[Z QOut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[l Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes,) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes

Probably

Definit
(] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.qgov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - Cityof Powell  Town of Meeteetse
| Marcr 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% Genera/
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

: S : . or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State o Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
7] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

Soarke familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

Hardly anything [] Alot
(] Nothing atall Some

[ Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¥ ” Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful fife and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storagieﬂénd &
water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 - 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, )
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 K13 j 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody toimprove accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 Ql ) 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curh,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. i o ﬂ 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding N
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADAramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and 3
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 6 4 5
i.iiJl\;fate r, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant N\
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 \ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 105, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 194 General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convinding" and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll L Very
Convindng T Convindng
a) The State alreadly has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax @
is 3 25% increase, That’s too much of a tax burden. 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 L3
¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. (1 ’ 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresuft of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 Q 3 4 5
&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5
) While voters in Park County would have the apportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place, Voters in other counties .
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to purste a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.Folluwing are some arguments peaple have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convinding" and 5 being "Very Convinding', how would you rate each of the following arquments as a reasen to vote N FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | . Vey
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cady, Powell and Meetestse, revenues Convincing = " Convindng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects, 1 2 3 4 @

b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tay, in whichlocal govemments get to keep only 309 of the tax revenues,
loc2l govemments get tokeep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reasan why
210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4

¢}The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park Caunty. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue, 1 2 3 4

d} Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would goto Park County, 34%to Cody, 2%t Powelland 1% toMeeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @

€)There are 49 exemptions from the 19 General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 {4 ) s

£} Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical Infrastructure, property values and our _
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 5

Survey continued on back »




e i S T R S N S 0 e 00 L 0 B A
PUBUC OP[N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No
] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
/L/ U il

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
B Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use

Q1 T. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[ ] 6-10Years
11-20Years
More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis yourzip code? _%_Q__LC / <.7L

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

i@ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund (] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited (] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [ ] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) {@Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
=, Definitely No
[~ Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody . Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down + What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projee(s
throughout Park County. . Woukd you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

informati rding the 1% General P Taxand d use
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and HE N RGRRE TsEm PR ARy

et ! 5 : of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance——coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside p



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

QT « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park Caunty considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

< Hardly anything [ Alot
] Nothing at all [] Some

[] Alittle

D Nothing at all

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item);

Low | . High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a} Repamng Park (ounrys bndges thatarein the greatest need of i mpmvements 1 2 3 @ 5
I:-} Repamng or replacmg madwaysm Park Countyto extend thelruseﬁjllrfe and enhancevehlde safety 1 2 3 4 5
c) Constru ctmg a waterstnrage tank off of Beacon Hillin Codytoi |mprove fire pmtectmn water storage and T

water system malntenance 1 2 3
d) Upgradmg Cﬁdyswasterwater Iagoon system parts of the existing storm dralnage system

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3
e] Compretmg ADA ramp pm;ects throughaut(ody to u‘npmve aCCESSIbIhty for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3

f) Reconstructlng Beacon Hill Road and a section of Shendan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Thlrd tu Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3

h] Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management pm;ects in Meeteetse mdud ng 65 year otd water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 19 General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ball fields, horse tra|ls ancl skate park& 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organu:atmnshkeseniurutlzeﬂ centers, food banks and Boysand Girls Clubs. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar failities. 1 @ 3 4 5




Qs.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Notfttf\ll 4 " \'e;ry‘

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cominging Cormioeg

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 229 to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 3 d 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

PurposeTax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g) For a $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 . 3 4

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments peaple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

04, ? " i "
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): NotAtAll _ ey

Convincing ¥ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County, 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’sin place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) ltmakes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »




PUBL[C OP“\“ON SURVEY continued from inside

07 Ifan election were held taday, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
>3 Probably Yes

(] Probably No

[] Definitely No

(1 Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

N/ P

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
% Probably Yes
[] Prabably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one)

EDeﬁnitelyYes
] Probably Yes
["] Probably No
[] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

QT 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

f

/\g/fr

Q1 2. What other commu nity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

s
T

Q] 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5VYears

[] 6-10Years

[ ] 11-20 Years

5 More Than 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
B Vut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q] 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44 Years
] 45-54
55-64
[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone: (307) 754-5106
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com

www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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Park County « CityofCody . Cityof Powell . Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or Sth Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

y o ) _ or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. « Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of ~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 0,2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
5 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything [] Alot
[] Nothing at all Some

AlLittle

[] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | ,  High
Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Repalnng Park Countys bndges that are in the greatest need of mpruvernents % 2 3

b) Repalnng nrreplacmg madwaysm Park Cuuntyto extend the usefui Ilfeancl enhancevehlcle safety @23

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. C) 2 3 4 5
e} (nmpleﬂng ADA ramp pm;ects fhn}ughout (ody to |mproue aecessmlhty fnr persuns Wlth d|sab|I|t|es @ 2 3 4 5
f] Reconstructmg Beacon Hill Road and a section of Shendan Avenue, as well as29th Street curb
gutterand 5|dewalk mpmvements in Cody (ﬁ 2 3 4 5
) improvements in Powel! along Absamka Street [frum Thll’d to Seventh} mcludmg rebmldlng
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA pI'GJECTS /ﬁ? 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—~|ncl udlng
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (averlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
Tepaving of Seventh Street {fmm Bemard to lesan @ 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solld waste management prOJects in Meeteetse mcludmg 65 year n1d water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 63 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 19 General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related pro;ects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate park& @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. ) 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. M 2 3 4 5




Qs.Folluwmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Compigoy. * " Ay

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 0 2 3 B 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. CT? 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. i) 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Far exampie 43%of the tax revenueswould go to F‘ark (ounty 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. (D 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General R

PurposeTax in Park (uunty would be paJd by travelers from outside Park (ounty @ 2 3 4 5

] Fnra 510 purchase the taxisan addmnnal 10 cents. For a 5100 purchase the taxisan addmonal 51 {]0 Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ * (Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 o)
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is nutthe time to be mtreasmg taxes. T 2 3 4 2l
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting asu:le existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5)‘

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases hemg made within Park Eﬂunty 1 2 3 4 @

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average huusehold in Park County an additional $80 per year. That 5
amountof a tax increase will I|ke]y be a hardshlp for many Iow -income faITII|IES and seniorson a ﬁxed income. 1 2 3 4 V64

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General PurposeTax afterit has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 19 Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 ®

Survey continued on back V



PUBL[C OP“\”ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vote"Yes” (in favor) or“No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

(] Probably No
Definitely No

("] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

A [ RATTEL JADS  THA/
MUST JPupess i Tl pATIOY

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥> of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
B Definitely No
1 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be

included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

L U4 SH7, 1 Y ok YT JV57

[Afe TEVLISTS

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
6-10 Years
% 11-20 Years
More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis yourzipcode? & 2% /7

01 5.D0 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or L] 4504
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 55-64
reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
%ﬁfeﬁmtely No

Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . CityofCody - CityofPowell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Praceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

] MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

» Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything b Alot
[ Nothingat all [ Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothingatall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

e b o
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 ® 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 €) 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects thraughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and _
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 o 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 (D 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

low _ High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 0, 2 3 4 5
BFunding frcommunitygoupsandoaniztonsesenrcizncnes odbansandbosandGisubs. 1 2 ) 4 5
OExowmenst o iowadopetigassfowiningpoos ek cnesandsimbries, € D 2 3 4 5



05 Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax! (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding anather 1% sales and use tax =
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 (5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. ] 2 3 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to )
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 &
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties _
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet )
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 (5

Qﬁ.FolIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll n L’gry‘

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Coindag, ™ - Sonincny

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, _

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. (1) 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. ™ 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have )

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 1) 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 3,
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property valuesandour
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back



PUBL[C OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
("] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[ Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QS.Whatis your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
o g ,
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09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
Probably No
(] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

More Than 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

(] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - City of Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% Generaf
Purpose Tax, 19 Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ.Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpuse General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is alculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
IX Hardlyanything [] Alot
[] Nothing at all (] Some

[ Alittle

[ Nothingatall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Repalnng Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Repamng or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their usefullife and enhance vehicle safety. ﬂ—j 2 3 4 5
() Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and = 2

water system maintenance. 1 (2/) 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and imigation system improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
e) Complenngﬁm samp pm)ects rhroughuuf Eod y to im prove accessmﬂ |ty for persons wnh dlsabllmes 1 1 (5) 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a sectlon of Sherldan Avenue as weII as 29th Street curb :

gutterand s;dewalk unprwements in Cody 6 Y 2 3 4 5
g) Impmvements in Powe“ along Absamka S(reet {from Thlrd to Seuenth} mcludlng rebu;ld:ng

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @‘ 2 3 4 5
) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding

ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overfay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and _

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 @’ 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant ™
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 6} 2

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5




Qs.Fullﬂwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

% ? i chitem):
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item) NotAtAl ey

Convincing ™ 7 (Convindng

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, N\
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why \
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpase Tax. @

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have A\

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. Cy 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. ™\

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. (_1) 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including :

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. (1 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

PurposeTax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Fora 510 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our N\

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments peaple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
_ Convincing ¥ 7 Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax S

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as P~

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 (5/‘
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’sin place. Voters in other counties ~\
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose -
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet ~)
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back »



PUBUC OP“\”ON SUP\VEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”

(tooppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
efinitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8.What is your main concern, if any, regardmgthe 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? 2
] fkf?

T LK i /.
A /,x«&j{ while

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or “No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

/@J}eﬁnitely No
1D

on't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1fpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taes.) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
1 Probably Yes
[] Probably No
efinitely No
[_] Don't Know/No Opinion

iy New 222

Q1 T. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12.What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

i

L__ _r(ﬂ/c!t.-—

Q13.H0w long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

4. 0-5 Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[] More Than 20 Years

-

Q14.What is your zip code? z_,i_ig 'i-‘

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

“F3-in Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years

[ ] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
Thank you for participating!

ﬂS -64

] Age 65 or Older

Ifyou have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse,org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

- Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
7 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
E S familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything % 2 lot
] Nothing at all Ame

[] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 ) 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water‘storéaéﬁﬁivc‘ off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire pmtectmn;waterstorageand

water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 1 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and iigation system improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, .

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @] 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding 7

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @ 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of AB,Cand D avenues, and ~

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low High

Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




05. Following are some arquments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vate AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convincing ™ 7 (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax 2

isa 25%increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 C /
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to :

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as R

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 Q_//I 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That 7

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 \5_/
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Votersin other counties @

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 4

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet @

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) g Bz 3 ( 5
Nors gthe o&%
' )

Qﬁ.FnIIowing are some arguments peaple have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arquments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Not At All Very
gl 4 } LA
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Shriiricing Convinding
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, .
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisisanimportant reasonwhy s~
210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. ( J/ 2 3 4 5

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have 7
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 6

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. "\
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. u 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including y

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. f 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General T

Purpose Tax n Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many __

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our ( S

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back



PUBLIC OP]N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

] Probably Yes

(1 Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

08. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
/UD m&r“(b. T(‘“}\XG__Q
- +
I l{oﬁ,ﬁ Su\ﬁﬁoﬂf’_a allthe

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

AONe

PN“CI /W;?M
UC)‘IL CCL (Ju(‘\uw’\ Ing 1.0 ,W\n/]

+
01 2., What other community mproveﬂn% projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

NO0IE o 1 mes 6t

\.CA \ﬂc_l..,

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

Cople Who dont [ 0-5Vears

Qg Ratherthana qu one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park wo PK

[] 6-10Years

County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand™ ] 11-20Years

consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
] Probably No
Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

38 Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

[E. More Than 20 Years

014. Whatis your zip code? ﬁ_&_‘f/_ﬁ/_

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

b4 Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

[, Age 65 or Older

bo K ot ool | 7L}|\@

W\ one \7/ N DU < p en _{./ O ﬁmk yam‘oértmpatmg’
/ e e

If you have questions about this survey, please tontact

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
2 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016, All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
5 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

(] Hardly anything [ Alot

[ Nothing at all [] Some

[F ALittle
[] Nothing atall

03 « There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¢ ”?  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
o Constructing a water storage tank offof Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, water storageand
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutterand sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), indluding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemnard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 @




QS.Followrng aresome arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Sonpony ™ Soricn

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why .

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% Genera\ Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have :

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For exampie 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Pr}well and1 fato Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General PurposeTax according to State Statute 39-15-105, Including

real estate purchases, food, fuel fertrlrzer Iwesmck feed and farm equrpment 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Taxwould include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General 7

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 P 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amaunt to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

0,6. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): NotAtAl Very

Convincing ™~ ¥ (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 2 3 4 5
b)Wrth the oil and gas mdustry struggllng statewide, now is not the time to be i mcreasrng taxes. 2 3 4 5
¢) Park Cuunty Eody Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than rarsrngtaxes 2 3 4 5
d) Lotal retailers could be negatively |mpacted frema 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 2 3 4 5
e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount nfa tax increase erI lrkely be a hardshrp fur many IUw mcomehmrlles and seniors on a fixed mmme& 2 3 4 5
f)WhrIe voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General PurposeTax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties 7~

keep voting the tax in every four years. | 1 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 2 3 4 5

A=

Survey continued on back P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued fromnside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vote "Yes” {in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpase Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and efectrical projects, {Please check one)

< Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

{] Probably No

[] Defnitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. whatis your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1} percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a V2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No” (to oppose) this
proposal? {Please check one)

4 Definitely Yes
(3 Probably Yes
[ Probably No
] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1 Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2., What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please ched one)

] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

B 11-20Years

(1 More Than 20 Years

01 4, What is your zip code? éé i’_"t

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

X InTown (inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Dan't Know / Not Sure

Q16. Whatisyourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% “General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund L] 18-24Vears
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44¥ears
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor} or [] 45-54
“No" (to oppose} this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 55-64
reganding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please chedk one) Age 65 o1 Older
ﬁ Definitely Yes
) Probably Yes
[ Probably No
(] Definitely No
] Don'tKntow/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
I you have questicns about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Counil Mayor & Council Mayor & Counil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpawell.com
wwwi cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcedy.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phene: 307-868-2278

fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Tolb Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: {307) 527-8515
sramero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance——coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

[ MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of praceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents,

You have the final word. Always.

| Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All su rveys must be
retuned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
% Sifra familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardlyanything Alot
(] Nothing atall Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item);

low . High
Priority ¢ *  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. / J 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. @ 2 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storageand .
water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, -
and irrigation system improvements. \1) 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curh,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. Q 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding _
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. U 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). Q 2 3 4 5
[)Watersewer street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. QJ 2 3 4 5

Q4.50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. il ) 2 3 4 5
A ————————— A W © S
dbimmers b oSG oo et @ 2 3 4 s



QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not At All . Very
Convincding ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to o

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 Cs)
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That :

amountof a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5/
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet N

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 Qj’)

Qﬁ.FolIcwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item);

NotAtAll . Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Ednidig: 7 Cotiicg
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, ~
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. G’ 2 3 4 5

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue.

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. R
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 229 to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. U 4 2 3 4 5

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have C
%

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding A\
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1) 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General 5
PurposeTax n Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. (1' 2 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property valuesand our A~
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. (L 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBLIC OP]NION SU RVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote”Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes

Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/Na Opinion
0,3. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
1T wosl & \:»-( L.\JA—"S'}‘“-l TSl C'_J,(C'Q
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Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
11-20 Years
More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis yourzip code? _E’__Zi_[_i

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
QOut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund (] 18-24 Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 4554
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one) Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
] PrabablyYes
[] Probably No

Definitely No

Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - City of Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

- Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016, All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
] Nothing at all [ Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Onascale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ *  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 z 3 4 @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire pmtectibn,ﬂwe‘lt‘e‘r storagea T
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, N
and irigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 (5;/
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and >
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 @ 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax! (Please circle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5
4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @ 4 5




QS.FGIIowmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll .y Vey

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comvmcng Ckniang

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4
h) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 <
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

tobe approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4
d) Revenues from a voter- approved 1% General Purpuse Tax would be distributed based on size of populatmn

Em mmp'.e 43%ufthe tax revenueswomd go to ?ark (uunty 34 ﬁtc- Eudy 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

PurposeTax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
; : Convincing ™ 7 (Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25%ncrease. That's too much of a tax burden. 6 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas l.ndustry strugghng statewme now is not the time to be mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
c) Park Euunty, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse Should be setting asu:le existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will (ostthe average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardshlp for many low-income faITII|IES and Seniors on a ﬁxed mcom@ 2 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General PurposeTax afterit has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties =
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) [t makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax ratherthana 1% General Purpuse
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet :
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 /@

Survey continued on back W




PUBLIC OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don’t Know/No Opinion

QS. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
_ Thet 1+ 9&4’.5 gﬁ(‘&/-o{
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09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
% Probably Yes
[] Probably No
] Definitely No
[™] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. 1 park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vate "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

[] Probably No

(] Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[ 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

<] More Than 20 Years

Q14 Whatis your zip code? g29 1Y

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
™<T InTown (inside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
25-34 Years
A 35-44 Years
(] 45-54
[] 55-64
(] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
wwuw.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@dityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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WATEATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
Hardly anything (] Alot
[ Nothingatall (X Some

] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low ., High

Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 &4: 5
b) Repairing o replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehide safety, 1 2 3 @ 5

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance.

Bt~ S

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

andirrigationsystem improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities, 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, ;

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at cormers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and -

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4/ 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low o ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar failities. 1 2 3 4, 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
............................................................................................................................................................................. \
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 27 3 4 ]
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to =

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as /:"W

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. (1 f/ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the speific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet _

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ.FnIInwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | , Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Sy, = " Convincing
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, —
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. T 2

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 3 3 4 \XJ 5
................................................................................................................................................................................................... Kal.
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County.

&

Survey continued on back P
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PU BLIC OP”\”ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[@] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather thana full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favar) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

{=] Definitely Yes
("] Probably Yes
] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. IfPark County pursued a 1% "Speific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

1% Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[7 0-5Years |
[] 6-10Years .

[] 11-20Years r
More Than 20 Years '.

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? J > € i

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(1 Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
("] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

] 45-54

55-64

{1 Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org



AVENUE B IN POWELL

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

Park County . Cityof Cody . CityofPowell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 19 Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

[ MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside p
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax s pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016, All surveys must be
retuned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[T Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [J Alot
(] Nothing atall = Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Prionity
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 3 4 CS//
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and ' g
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 g_‘.i'/
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
é} Waier, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4. some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 @

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. 1 2 3 4 5)




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @1
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to (—

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 \5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 . 3 4 @ I
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet —

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 (5 ’

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . \"gry_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ™ " Sopring

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 (vS/
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 5
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meetegtse. 1 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 ( 3) 4 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBL[C OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

08 What is your main concemn, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax prgposal?
AN

2,}1,;‘,_-,—;,5 QN _Unerise

A7) ”Mucawtqf I/*ubvmﬂw‘{
hiriy " Lofatr.

09 Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[—1"Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

013. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

] 0-5Years
[=+6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

("] More Than 20 Years

Q1 4. Whatis your zip code?

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
E’I?ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited (] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or []45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) [=1"Age 65 or Older
[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - CityofPowell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ Whatare your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

_. ; Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey, The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that propasal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed far your convenience. All responses are ancaymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed informaticn, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard abeut Park County considering pladng a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? {Please dhedc one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[] Alet back to local govemments. Before receiving the endosed informatien, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [] Alet
[ Nothing atall [] Some

(] Alitte

[] Nothing atall

Q3 «There are a numbser of projects that the propdsed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet), On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low , High
Prionity ¥ 7 Prierity

a) Repairing Park County’ bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing o replacing roatiways in Park County to extend theiruseful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 5
o Constructing awater storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, water stoageand ™~~~

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lageon system, parts of the existing sterm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. T2 3 4 5
e} Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities, 1 2 3 4 5
£} Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 20th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g} Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street {from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvernents long Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding o

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street {overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
i)Water sewer street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump statioh rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to éadh itern):

low . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priotity

a) Recreation-related projects fike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and crganizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls (lubs. 1 2 3 4 5

o} Endowrnents to go toward operating costs of swimming pocls, recreation centers and similar fadiities. 1 2 3 4 5
R



QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being “"Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

196 General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item): NotALAD ey
Convindng ¥ (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding ancther 1% sales and use tax

fs @ 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers coutd be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax ingease as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year, That

amount of a tax inarease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income, 1 2 3 4 5
1) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down conce it’sin place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5
g) |t makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 19 Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 19 Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference hetween these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Cenvindng”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item);

NotAtAll y | Very

a} With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ™ " Convinding

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b} Uniike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get ta keep anly 30% of the tax revenues,

loca] govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is animportant reasan why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 5
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County, The tax would have -

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues weuld goto Park County, 34% toCody, 22%to Powell and 1% toMeetestse,. 1 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 19 General Purpose Tax would indude sates tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. in fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County, 1 2 3 4 5

g} Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents, Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County, 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back b
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. I¥an election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or“No"
{tooppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not fimited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please chedk one}

(] Definitely Yes

[ Probably Yes

(3 Probably No

1 Definitely No

[ Don't Know/No Gpinion

08. What s your main concern, if any, reqarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposaf?
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Q9. Rather thana full one (1) percent sales and use tay, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" {to oppose) this
proposal? {Please chedk one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
] Probably No
[X] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes” (infavor) or
"No" {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
tegarding the difference between these twotaxes) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
i_] ProbablyYes
[] Probably No
X Definitely No
7 Don't Know/No Opinion
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Q1 ] What more would you like to know, ar what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

2 ol A e it Ar-alf e E
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Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Lt e ()% 23 fmﬂf-?'? &Mo‘/ﬂw?ﬂ&e/
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Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please chedtone)

[ 0-5Years
[ 6-10Years
[] 11-20Years |
X} MoreThan 20 Years 1

Q] 4, Whatis yourzipcode? _
01 5. Do you live in town ar out of town?

{Please chedk one)

[] InTown {inside the incorporated Municipality}

] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
1 Don't Know / Not Sure

Ql 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
] 18-24Years

(] 25-34Years

[ 35-44Years

[ 45-54

[ 55-64

£ Age65 or Older

in 7,.5..71" 0./ //W,,b
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“Thank you for participating!
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If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powel)
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: {307) 754-5106
admin@dtyofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone; (307) 527-7511

Fax; (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov J

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Tol! Free: 1(800)7856-2844 ext 8510
fax: (307) 527-8515
smmem@parkcoumy us

e SV

Phane: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-858-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

CERL P01 pems, '??& Lo fﬂﬁf Fay wrcpe tetd) lim D e T

d’ébé/{ﬁﬂﬂ% W/_W?’P/Q/W-ug—/?/oc’a/géacz L)}La,,pfc/an;« /c/éa/é‘f?‘?;




s

PARK CO

b G, "

AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

ROADWAY IN PARK COUNTY

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

~throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—aur taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P




A R R S a e R iR S DA ¢ e R e Ry N SR B R
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether o not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Taxis pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will beindependently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2076 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Q_Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardlyanything [ Alot
] Nothing atall A Some

] Alittle

[] Nothingatall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please ircle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and i

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 1 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. _ T 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5

9) improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA rampps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.50rne residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. C]_) 2 3 4 5




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing' and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ * Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 (@
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 6
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 ﬁ
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 - @
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties :
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet )
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 6) 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FoHowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll " Vt_!ry'

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Caetvlicing " Comindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 6) 2 3 4 5
€)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 O 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @ 2 3 4 5

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

€) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. qp 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00, Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 4’ 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back



AR S e N S SRR e S S R e AR R A
PUBL[C OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No"
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

[] Prabably Yes

[] Probably No

B4 Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? )
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09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
(] Definitely No
["] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been aresident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[ MoreThan 20 Years

Q14.Whatisyuurzip code? _?_?; jf_/ i/

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

U1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24 Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details ] 35-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) [ﬂ Age 65 or Qlder
("] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes

Probably No

Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating’

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@ictwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org



AVENUE B IN POWELL

STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

[n November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Praceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

« Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V>



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q] + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
E/S — familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

(] Hardly anything [ Alot

[ Nothing at all [] Some

S ALittle

[] Nothingatall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
Low P . High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority

a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend Elr useful I|fe andenhance vehlde safety

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance, | 1 ¢3> 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 6\ 4 5
e} (ompietlng ADA Tamp prcjects throughout (ody to |mpr0ve accessmlllty for persons! with dlsabllmes 1 2 3 CD 5

ﬂ Reconstructlng Beacon H:H Raad and a section of Shendan Avenue, aswell as 29th Street curb
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2

g) Improvementsin Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2

2
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse mc!udlng 65 year olcl water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant —
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Sorne residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related pm;ecls like bike paths ball fields, horse trails and skate parks 1 2 3 4 D3

b) Fundlngforcommumry groups and organizations Itke senior citizen centers, food banks and Boysand G|rls (Iuhs 1 2 CD 4 5

¢) Endowmentsto go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilties. 1 2 3 - Cy 5



Qs.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAN Convincing" and § being “Very Convinding", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reasen to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde cne number next to each item):

NotAtAll y | Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng = ? Convindng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is animportant reason why g
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @

¢} The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal electionin Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue, 1 2 3 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would goto Park County, 34%to (ody, 22%to Powell and 1%to Meeteetse. 2 3 @ 5

B @) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including .

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 C?)
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park, In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General =

PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g} Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Marny

residents consider this a reasonable amount te pay te protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ S

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale fram 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convinding', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% Generai Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item): Mot ALAI Yery

i

Convindng ™ 4 Conwindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 4 5

b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 & 3 4 5

¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 ﬁ 4 5

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use taxincrease as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amountof a tax inarease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1

%%

f}While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unfikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place, Yotersin other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 ? @ 4 5

g} It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.} 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back P
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07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
("] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(1 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
A /
NorZ—
e

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of T percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[E]’ﬁr%bably Yes
[] Probably No

(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. fpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] DefinitelyYes
[ Probably Yes
["] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

el

e
el

L

Q1 2. What other community improvemen prcjeft's','if'any, should be
included as part of the 1% GEW e lax proposal if pursued this fall?

Pl
v

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
-~ 11-20Years
More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatis your zip code? £3.2_ ,%1( _E;é

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

g\ﬁge 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org



