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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . CityofCody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters tuned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

‘ MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in thisimportant Public Opinion Survey, The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016, All su rveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1.Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ.Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Aot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Lo familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything ~E4 Alot
[ Nothing at all [] Some
(] Alittle

[] Nothingat all

Q3.Thereare anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. (:1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 3 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and T
water system maintenance. (1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
- _and irfigation system improvements. o ( 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. ( '/”_1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, ~
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. Ci_' 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), incuding rebuilding P
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. (1) 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and -
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). {’" 1 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ~
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. (1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General PurposeTax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. L A) 2 3 4 5
h)Fundlngforcommunltygroupsand ;é;r;izations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. Cj\ 2 3 4 5
; )Enduwmenmogumwardopemng — meamnEenmandsmlarmlmes .............................. G .............. 2 .............. 3 ............... 4 ............... 5 .....



05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ 7 Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 ( 7y
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to P

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 (5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted froma 1% sales and use tax increase as @

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 ( 5)
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. Tha =

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 s (5
f)While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 G
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpos

Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet -

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 /5

Qﬁ.Follnwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues g, > Gencng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. A:' 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 0 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. A 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @, 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. (i 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. G

.....................................................................................................................................................................................

q) Fora 310 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our I,/
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. '

L

Survey continued on back »



PUBL!C OPIN]ON SU RVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

(] Prabably Yes

("] Probably No

2] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

QS. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? ) o -y ‘
GOV'F  pREYs "0 CreQsiE, y
L DE

Ly s (e, ! 7S { A 0 m €

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
] Probably No
173 Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
4 Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. Whatmore would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

A T AL

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

/{f'(; LE

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please chedk one)

[] 0-5Years ‘
4 6-10Years

] 11-20Years

(] More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatis yourzip code? Sa_fj_‘i‘/_/‘f/

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

&4 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

("] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6.Whatisy0urage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
[[] 45-54
(] 55-64
"X Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone; (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Town of Meeteetse

Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Jax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects DAL -

throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and propased use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing s set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[Z/Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything [ Alot
] Nothing atall Some

(] Alittle

[] Nothingat all

Q3.ﬂwere are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, waterstorage and S
water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities, 1 2 3 & s
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 @9
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 @
i Water, ;éwer, étreet and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):
low . High
Priority € " Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 @




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
Convincing ™ ¥ (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to :

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use taxincrease as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 . 3 4 @

Qﬁ.Fanwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll = Vn_ary_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinding = g

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ .
¢ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our _
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote"Yes” (in favor) or “No”
{to oppose) a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedk one)

B/Deﬁnitely\’es
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[ 1 Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Pumose

W | e ] jocd B e

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question{s) would
you [jke answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

o abodt _an //gwg[_?ggm‘ éﬁ/%«t
Ao M@gf_; Dol L at/

o To Dray

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 19 General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Constwedion of C-%gg.r e

: bive: ws Fo f Q13.. Howlong have you been a resident n the area?
Pt_gb?sz - Mi So/ A& :;&J#Imglwedmgsveyou een a rasident in the area

Q9."R§ﬁ;rf§ﬁ/a"fuu 51?'%%@5% us’e‘éﬁ PN

County pursueda % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
atdressed, would you vote “Yes" {in favor) or "No” (to oppose) this
propasal? {Please chedk ane)

[Eﬁeﬁnitely Yes

[C] Probably Yes
] Probably No
[] DefinitelyNo
7 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. 5 Park County pursued a 1% "Speific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reganding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please diedk one)

Definitely Yes
1 Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

[ 0-5Years B
[] 6-10Years

Wars
ore Than 20Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or aut of town?

(Please chedk one)

IE?T’uwn (inside the Incorporated Municipality)

3 Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[J Don't Know /Not Sure

Q16. whatis your age? (Please chedk one)
[] 18-24 Years
-34 Years
[ 35-44Years
[ 45-54
[] 5564
[ Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

1 you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Pawell

Mayor & Coundil Mayer & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82433

Phone: (307} 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 327-7511
Fax: {307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofeody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayar & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 33 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meetectse@tctwest.net
vww.townofmeeteetse.org
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Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—-Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

} MARCH 2016

»  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



R R R o a e ey B e RO A BN N PR
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retur the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
o familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
Hardly anything [ Alot

[] Nothing at all [] Seme
AlLittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

. High
¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements, - _ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. L 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay}, widening of AB,Cand D avenues, and —a
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). (1_) 2 3 4 5
|)Watersewer street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water _
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant @
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see @ 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low | High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At Al iy
Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax .

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 (5)
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to %

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4™ 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties )

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ )5

QG.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convinding” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll R 'h.:ry_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Chtiericly ey

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, ‘

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ y 3 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. E 2 3 4 5
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have =

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. Q) 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. —~

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would o to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. (1 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. C:l 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General o~

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

................................................................................................................................................................................................................

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County.

Survey continued on back P




PUBLIC OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or “No”
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewerand electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] ProbablyYes

[] Probably No
Definitely No
“["1 Don't Know/No Opinion

08 Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
1S cdfinol fselE

(VA e
INro Too Mue 14 (LL)’:/./LLMF/L»

Qg. Ratherthana full one (1) percent sales and use ta, if Park
County pursueda Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[T] Definitely Yes
[_] Probably Yes

Probably No
Definitely No
[”] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
 Probably Yes
Probably No

(] Definitely No

["] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 T+ What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

-5 Years
74.6-10Years
[] 11-20Years
[] MoreThan 20 Years

014. What is your zip code? g ;H _\LL

01 5. Do you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

“E’% Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
[

ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
5-34 Years
35-44 Years
[] 45-54
[] 55-64
(] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody . City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent lax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ.Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & UseTax, induding how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
ﬂﬁome familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything (] Alot
(] Nothing at all (] Some

D Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve‘ﬁre protection, waterstoageand

water system maintenance. 1 (@ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. _ 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 (x> 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, _

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 ) @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvemnents along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue £ to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
|)Water sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5
T T S e P R RS s e
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 @/ 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convinding” and 5 being “Very Convindng', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
196 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to eachitem):

NotAtAll L Very
Convindng 7 Convindng
a) The State already has in place 8 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 (D 3 4 s
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is ot the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 : (3 4 5
o) Local retailers coutd he negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fower purchases being made within Park County. ) 3 4 5
) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That
amountofa taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniorson a foeed income. 1 () 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down ance it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. @ 3 4 5

g) It makes mare sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 136 General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedfic Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FolIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale fram 1o 5, with 1 being “Not
AtAll Convindng" and 5 being “Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item);

NotAtAll y | Vvery

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell antd Meeteetse, revenues Convindng = " Comvindng

from a 19 General Purpase Tax are more important than ever to address high pricrity street, bridge,

water, sewer and otherinfrastructure projects. 1 3 @ s
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Uise Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revertues,

local govemments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. v (3 3 4 5
¢ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

tobe approved by vaters every four years for it to continue, 1 2 3 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax weuld be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 2% to Powelland 1% toMeeteetse. 1 2 3 @ 5

&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment, ] 2 3 @) s

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyyoming Department of Revenute estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax n Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County, 1 @ 3 4 s

g)Fora$1o purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back ¥



PU BLIC OPIN[ON SU RVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

X Probably Yes

["] Probably No

] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09 Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

[] Probably No

] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[ Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[[] 11-20Years
[X4_More Than 20 Years

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[Nq 55-64

[] Age65or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . CityofCody . City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters tumned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects hasincreased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

\ MARCH 2016

+  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

» In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

»  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything b Alot
(] Nothing atall [] Some

] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority Y ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful ife and enhance vehicle safety. (1 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @ 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at corners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). @ 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
¥ Priority

Priority ™




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 i : 5)
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to ;

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down ance it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 + @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax gdes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FulIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing"” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | . Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ™ " Gumiiacng
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 2 3 - 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue.

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. Q 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. Infact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County,. @ 2 3 4 5
g) For_a $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBLIC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you voteYes” {in favor) or“No”
{to appose) a 1% General Purpose Safes & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenante including, but rot limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electricat projects. (Please chadcone)
[ Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No

efinitely No

Don't Know/No Opinion

Qs. Whatis your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax propasal?

Q1 ‘1. What more would you like to know, or what questicn(s) would
you fike answered, about the propesed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other com munity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the %6 General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this falf?

—lene

{Please chadck one)

Do pNEved- 60 Awvar. T
mosey Jud e ARSI § T Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
SHean L AIEETS LIe N4

S S-DoNGS
09. Rather than a full cne (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
censequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" {to oppese} this
proposal? (Please chedk one)

(] DefinitelyYes
[ Probably Yes
(3 Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

0] 0. fPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
10, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {infavor) or
"No" (to oppase) this propasal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reqarding the difference between thesetwotaxes ) (Please chedk one)

[ Definitely Yes

] Probably Yes

B4 Probably No

(] Definitely No

(7 Don't Know/No Opinion

[] 0-5Years !
[ 6-10Years

11-20Years
[C1 MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code? 5'2_‘[/_}{_

01 5.Do you live in town or out of tewn?

{Please check one}

WLy Town (tnside the incorporated Municipality)

[T Out of Town (Outside the incorporated Municipality)
(] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please chedkane)
] 18-24Years
(] 25-34Years
(] 35-44Years
[ 45-54

] 55-64

Q Age 65 or Qlder

75

Thank you for participating!

1 you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Counil

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: {(307) 754-5106
admin@cityafpowell.com
www.cityofpoweil.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307} 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.dtyofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteatse Park County Conmmissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 32433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515

sramero@pa tkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phene: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeateetse.org
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down «  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%

a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Pmceed.s of the 1% General +In your opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. +  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Befare completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and Injonmaon regarping e 1o Gevera Furpose T popsed e

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent HpEen

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get yourinput on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V>
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, pastage-paid envelape is endlosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported bya third-party firm. Please complete and returm the survey by April 22, 2016, Al surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose Genteral Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[] Alet back to local govemments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
II{’Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please chedk one)
[ Hardlyanything (] Alot
] Nothing at all L] Some

[ Alitde

(] Nothingat all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the endosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde ene number next to each item):

low . High
Prierity ¢ P Priotity
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful lifeand enhancevehide safety. 1 2 & 4 5
¢ Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and R
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
andimgationsystem improvements. LI SO D
€) Completing ADA mmp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 @
£} Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5
g} improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street {from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding .
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 O 4 5

) Sterm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—-from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps &t comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 PN €)) 4 5

......................................................

'i'j'Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, mdudmg 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant ‘
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @) 5

Q4.Some residents would Iike to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde ene number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ Priority
a) Reaeation-related projects ike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizatiens Ike senier tizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs, 1 2 3 4 {5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities, 1 2 3 @ 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not AtAll | . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax N

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 () 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 ( ) 5
¢ Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to .

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as .

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. T 2 3 (4/ 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That .

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 (3.) 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties o

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 (2) 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes,) (1) 2 3 4 5

Q6. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll 3 Ugry_
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinding ™ - Comtidng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, -
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 { 4, 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & UseTax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why -
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 G4’ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have i}
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4/ 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 {4/ 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General 2y

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 (4 2 3
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents, For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our -

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 (-4/ 5

Survey continued on back P




PUBL[C OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

[} Probably Yes

(] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
— L’/’??L’Tféh?.ﬂ‘f eLan \‘/ﬁff&fff/? fo

proatot 15 Voted dowh -The

. ; Py ;
Alpreef i./) /é?ff/'("ff“//br AJIIC RIS LN Ll AT
| J V4 7 (j

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[\4 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0.1 Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2, What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been aresident in the area?
(Please check one)

(] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[} More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzip code? &4 o/ _4_Z

01 5.0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[l InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [L] 35-44Years
water, sewerand electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) [#-Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
7] Probably Yes
[+] Probably No
[] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278
Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General

In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
4 Some
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
[ Nothing at al [] Some
Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3.There area number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 (5)
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety, 1 2 3 Cm 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and R
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 (5 )
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 CE)
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. L 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, =
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 Q) 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding N
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 ( _J} 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B, Cand D avenues, and o
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 X (3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant .
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

04. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects witha 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High

Priority * ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 ) 2 3 4 5
b)Fundmgforcommumtygmupsandorganazatmns||kesen:0rut|zen centelﬁ, food hanksandBoysandGarls(lub& ( T‘\} “““““ 2- £ ; IIIIIIIIIIIII 5 IIII
ST MA—————————————————. S T S S T



Q5.F0I[owing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincng = Ll
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 (5 )
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why S~
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 & (5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have .
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of papulation. o~

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 (5 )

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3

h
&

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General 3

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5_)
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our -

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 (5 )

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
' Convincing ™ 7 (onvincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax N

isa 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1/ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. ( /;\‘ 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as —

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. (’l ;l 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That P

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. | ) 2 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties 9

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 (\_5/3
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet AN\

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 (&) 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBL[C OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote"Yes” (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

B Probably No

[T Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB.What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? 2N TP [ L ©

. TuoulD nol” hesitale To_Yole
L'/th ___' -_:_ ,.Hj 'ﬁ \,-\" Jﬂ:l, DT o=l ) “r)

H YRS & L/ AD Yo bhe \oTe [ haCk N,

. D’J | "{‘ / .' JU I/’f)?e;':

Q9 Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes

] Probably Yes

54" Probably No
.-[_] Definitely No

[ Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—ratherthan a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

"’700)2

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposa! n‘pursued this fall?

I|I T]Jl'u 3 _._] rj 2L I..:_“:i_‘ lf /,-,
C‘{ L{__ ,a Yol

il |
¥

abblicalle anande
7

Q13 « How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

(] 6-10Years
11-20Years

(] MoreThan 20 Years

Q414

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[34"InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q14 Whatis your zip code? _2

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[ 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details (] 55-64
regarding the difference between these twotaxes) (Please check one) [>d Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
T1 Probably Yes

Probably No
(] Definitely No
["] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must he
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02 « Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
0 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
@.«é i familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [] Alot
[ Nothing atall (] -Some

] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item);

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 ( 2__ ) 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody toimprove fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance, 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, -

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2) 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2) 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curh, -

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
i) Wat.er,nsewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.50me residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 _5_\ 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 Q_‘ g 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convinging” and 5 being "Very Convinding”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll Yery
Convindng ™ > Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding anather 1% sales and use tax

isa 25%ncrease. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas mdustry struggllng statewide, now s not the time to be increasing taes. 1 : @) ¢ 5
¢} Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars te

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 19 sales and use taxincrease as

aresultoffewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 peryear, That

amuuntuf ataxingease wﬂl likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixedincome, 1 2 @ 4 5
f) While voters in Park (ounty would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5
g} It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 @ 3 4 5

Qﬁ.Fullowing are some arguments people have madein favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not
At All Convinging” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote [N FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please cirde one number next to each item):

_ NotAtAll L Vey

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng ° " Convindng

froma 19 General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 9936 of the 19 General Purpose Tax revenves, This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 19 General Purpose Tax, 1 @ 3 4 5
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 @ 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-zpproved 1% General Purpesefamnuld be distributed based on size of population.
For axample, 439% of the tax revenues would P Pad<(ounty;34%te(ody 2%toPowelland 1% toMeeteetse. 1 @ 3 'ENG

&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 35-15-105, including
neal estate purchases food fuel, fertilizer, Iwestcck feed and fann equmment 1 2 @ 4 5

f} Revenue fmm a veter—appmved 1% General PurpnseTax would indude sates tax generated ms:de\‘ellmustone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

PurpnseTax in Park County would be pald by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 5
g] Fora 510 purchase the taxisan addmunal 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional 51 .00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County, 1 2 CJj 4 5
Survey continued on back I
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PUBL[C OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
1o, roads, streets, alfeys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
(] Definitely Yes
1 Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[ Definitely No

Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Q9. Rather than a full ane (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
atldressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No” (to oppose) this
praposal? (Please diedk one)

[ Definitely Yes
(L} Probably Yes
-] Probably No
[ Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

010. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% “General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or
“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
reqaiding thedifference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)
7] Definitely Yes

robably Yes
[ Probahly No
(3] Definitely No
[T Don't Know/No Opinion

Q71 What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other com munity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 19 General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this falf?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please check one)

[J 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years _ !

[ 13-20Years
(3] More Than 20 Years

Q14 whatisyourzip code? £ 2 22 | iy

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

{Please check one)

[v] InTown (Inside the incorporated Municipality)

] Out of Town (Ottside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16. What s your age? (Please check one)
] 18-24Years

[ 25-34Years

[ 35-44Years

[ 45-54

[ 55
IIng;j or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: {307) 527-7511
fax: (307} 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Parl County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteatse, Wyorning 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meetectse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org



BRID

BEACON HILL ROAD IN CODY STAMPDE AVENUE IN CODY ABSAROKA STREET IN POWELL

Y s it e

AVENUE B IN POWELL WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . Cityof Cody « CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
L]

Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down « What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
:;urpose ?x, I%[giﬁanal Tam:rSrh rgent ?}.gmceed_s of the 1% General +  Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
urpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.  review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and T el th T Genetal P Tacend progisd e

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent OGS

funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. gaing to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exerpt and the percentage of revenues that go

Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
[ Nothing atall ¢ Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothingatall

Q3. here are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Onascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 - &
¢) Constructing awater storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storageand
water system maintenance, 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
e) Completing ADA zamp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 5
f) Recanstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3 @ 5




QS. Following are some arguments peaple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Ve
Convindng ™ ¥ (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. ® 2 3 4 5
h)Wlth the oiland gas mdus{ry strugglmg statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
o) Park Counry (ody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @ 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Votersin other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5

q) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 19 Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2

Qﬁ.FollowIng are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | ,  Vey

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Correindng ™ > e

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 19 General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have Y

tobe approved hy voters every fouryears forit to continue. 1 2 @ @ 5
d] Reuenuesfrom avoter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. .

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purch ases, food fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Revenue froma vnter—appmved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General )2

Purpose Taxin Park (ounty would be pald by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 d
g) Fora $10 purchase, thetax IS anaddltlonal 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, thetax isan adclmonal ST DO Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 @) 3 4 5

Survey continued on back W




PUBLIC OP“\“ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

B Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes

[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

03. What is your main concemn, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? ‘
| Min\e WS vweded

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

%.Deﬁnitely Yes
Probably Yes
(] Probably No
] Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

@f)eﬁni.tely Yes

] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 T What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please chedk one)

[] 0-5Years

4 6-10Years

(] 11-20Years

(] MoreThan 20 Years

014. What s your zip code? _gﬁil__‘f_

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
r=-Quit of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
5-44 Years
45-54
[] 55-64
(] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.ctyofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.ctyofcody-wy.gov

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Town of Meeteetse
Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody . Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down « What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceed.s of the 1% General +  Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax wpuld ha\'fe gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and Ll}fsmmzzggsn regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed s2
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent '

funding cuts—pPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. qoing to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
i) Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [ Alot
[] Nothingatall X] Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and :
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 ®
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 ©
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 &
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 ©
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 ®
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 $) 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadlities. 1 2 @ 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll Very
Convincdng ™ 7 Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. i @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 : B 4 5
¢) Park County, Cady, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 19 sales and use tax increase as =
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 CVE 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year, That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet o
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @) 5

Qﬁ.FnIIowing are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not

At All Convincing" and 5 being “Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Vgry_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Conviiging = " Canieing

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1%to Meeteetse. 1 1 G i 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including "
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 (ij

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 - @

Survey continued on back W



PUBUC OPlNlON SURV EY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

5], Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[J Don't Know/No Opinion

QB.What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

N6t poving b -
C@mmde'/\ ’?TT’L

Qg Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

E, Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No

(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

; H\\J@{;:rq(‘w)
0]

Q1 0. 1fPark County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

R Definitely Yes
T Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
["] Don't Know/No Gpinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q] 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Sidowallo .tk ¥ W et

ﬁq‘d@msz, 0

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[34. More Than 20 Years

Q1 4., Whatis yourzip code?

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

4 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[ ] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

Bg 55-64

[] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phane: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.arg

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - City of Cody . City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

: e ; ; or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. « Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof ~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Eirme familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything Alot
[] Nothing atall Some
(] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There area number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority

a) Repairing Park Eountys bridges that arein the greatest need of i |mprm.rements m 2 3 4 5
b) Reparnng or replacrng 10 tiwa}.rs inPark: Countyto e)ctend their usefu[ Irfeand enhance vehide safety 1 t 2 3 4 5
c} Constructmg a water storage tank offof Beacon Hillin Cody to |mprtwe fire protectlon water storage and | [T

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody'’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system

and |rngatron system mpmvements 1 2 3 4 5
e) (omptetmg AI)A ramppro;e(ts throughout Cody o |mpr01.re accessmlllty forpersenswnh drsab|I|t|es 1 2 3 4 S
f} Reconstructlng Beacun Hill Road and a section of Shendan Avenue, as well as 29th Street turb

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh) mtludlng rebmldrng

thewater Irne street mdemng storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drar nage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 2 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High

fai b ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks. /; 2 3 4 5
h] Fundmg forcommunrtygmupsand organlzatlons like senior citizen centers, food banks and Buysand Girls Clubs. l 1 ) 2 3 4 5




Qs.Folluwmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 3, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing™ and 5 being “Very Convinding”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vate IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

HotAtAll y | Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng " (onvindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer an other infrastrzcture projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

loc2l govemments get to keep 9996 of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

2 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpese Tax. 1 2 3 4 5
) The 1% General Purpose Tax woutd have a four-year renewal election in Park (ounty. The tax would have ’

to he approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5

d) Revenuesﬁuma voter-approved 1% General PurposeTaanuId be distributed based on size of popufanon
Foresample, 43% of the tax revenues wolld go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1%to Meeteetse. | 1 2 3 4 5

e)Thére are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5

.......................................................

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% oftite 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 3 2 3 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Q6 Following are some arguments people have made against Park County’s 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing™ and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde ane number next to each item): Not At il Very

| 'y

Convindng ¥

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax, Adding another 1% sales and use tax
i52 25% increase, That’s too much of atax burden, 1 ) 3 4

b] With the il and gas mdustr)' strugglmg statewlde now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4

¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

¥ Convindng
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than ralsmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Local retailers could be negatively |mpacted from a 1% sates and use tax increase as WW '
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County.  __, GO o ) / ':)0 1 2 3 4

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an addltlonal $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. F 1 2 3 1

£) White voters in Park County would have the oppertunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unfikely that it wifl be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. _ 1 2 3 4 @
9) it makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Spedfic Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are futly funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.} 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back I
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07 If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(tooppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

[] Probably No

efinitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

e

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax meusa!? :

09, Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tay, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No

;E:Deﬁmtely No

] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

01 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpase" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

efinitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

WHERE HAVE You
PN NeD THAR

SuelveyY Coury HAUE

Bone MUCH 7T
01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

. / o

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

0-5 Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 11-20Years
[] More Than 20 Years

Q1 4, Whatis your zip code? Eﬁf_i#f’

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

Please check one)
In Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
QOut of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Don't Know /Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years S.!c,‘ M"v‘-"‘

[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
[] 45-54
[] 55-64

ﬁhge&S or Older /..-- w
éﬁi% - Bt
#20 mmotm

MfLMU /ﬁ:"\ < = Thanky farpartmgr

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

WMXWonﬁ 'D

Town 6T Meeteetse

Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.o rq
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Taxis pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[7] Hardly anything [] Alot
(] Nothing atall (] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.Therearea number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need ofimprovements. 1 2 (:3_ ) 4 5
b) Repairing or replading roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, waterstorageand -
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @? 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
anGTgAtON SYSTEMIMPIOVEMENS. e LI S ) N
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities, 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2D 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and 5
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 G - 4 5
i) Wate-r,;;ver,' Street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant I
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Someresidents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | , High
Priority  © 7 Priority
a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 6 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 CA,] 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3 @, ) 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convinding
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -
isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. ) 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. Q:] 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to i
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 C 5/
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as o~
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1/? 2 3 4 5

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5
£) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been _

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties 7~

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 (2 3 /%) 5
....................................................................................................................... .
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet - i

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) {':1{) 2 3 - Y/

Qﬁ.FoJlnwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues e - Sondindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, ~)

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 (3/ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemnments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why 5

210f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 (3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have _

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. .
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meetestse. 1 2 (3) 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-103, including N
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 (:2/ ) 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General B
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 /5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our oy
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 : B 4 5

Survey continued on back P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

[] Probably No

(] Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion

QS. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Taxp usaP

]
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09 Rather than a full one ( ‘I[/percent sales and use tax, n‘ Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

("] Probably Yes H;“ 2V

(] Probably No )
Definitely No {}’L’wﬁ a
Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

:-/-{LLélz.e’;t Jé‘,éu L Qoo 4:“1,[, @Lm
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Q1 « What other community (mpmvementprolects ifany, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

,‘f,f-rtéb-h_(; AL?IA’/‘“’!{ZW Al LLLL&AC@Z{{,‘#/
E 9 /ﬁgc,zz 4!{@(.3-
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Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
11-20 Years
More Than 20 Years

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or L] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details L], 55-64
reqarding the difference between these two tases.) (Please check one) g Age 65 or Older

Definitely Yes

Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - CityofCody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 19 General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Surveyinside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
St familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardlyanything (] Alot
[] Nothing at all Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item);

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

b) Repairing orreplacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety.

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 é“
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 €)
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 &y,

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 (3 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 @
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 CS:/
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant -

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Sorne residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks. (D 2 3 4 5
Windng v ommutygoupsandogniinsessiodimane bodbensandBosandGOs. O 2 3 4 5
C}En dwmemmgmmmpmmg[mufwmmmgpumsmeamn(enma"ds'mﬁa[fd(“mﬁ .............................. 12 .............. 3 ............... 4 ............... 5 .....



05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vate AGAINST Park County’s proposed

19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At All o Very
Convincing ™ ¥ Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 [3";\ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. ] 2 & 4 5
d) Local refailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as N

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 (5)
&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5/
f) While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties .

keep voting the tax n every four years. 1 2 (D 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spexific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (1) 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.Follc-wing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll & L“g ry

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing ™ " Somnag

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 - @ )
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 9% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, Thisis an important reason why

210f23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have i

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 CS:
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 9 (:5;;
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General -

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 :.5:/

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our -
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 (j)

Survey continued on back P
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PU BLIC O PINION SURV EY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Defnitely Yes

[X Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8 What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 19 EGeneraI Purpose
Tax proposal? g .
é{,‘-{cn/q b L,‘;//.u,)b /1;.1._\._5( Ao TR
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0,9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. if park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
("] Probably No
4 Definitely No
[1 Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would

you like answered, about the proposed 1% General PurposeTax?
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Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[ ] 11-20Years

B More Than 20 Years

Q] 5.0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

<] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody . Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almaost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 19 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

; B . : or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. « iWouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof ~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything S Alot
] Nothing atall [ Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothingat all

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 L@‘ﬂ (45. /5
o R R R R R R RN SR SR AN AR RS e R e R AR S a R e A e _‘__\ sosTennannnanany .
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 @) @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and T
water system maintenance. 1 Y €3 - 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, o
andirigation systemimprovements, 1 2 3/ < 5
¢) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 3 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, .
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 (2D 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding i
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4> 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 éj) 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 (_3 /“ 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 @) 4 5

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming paols, recreation centers and similar fadilities. 1 @ 3 4 5




Q5.F0iiowmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y ey

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Commincing. ~ Sominang

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, _

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 [5)
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 ©)
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have 3

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. 3
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 (D 4 5

&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including \
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 D 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an addmunal §1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property valuesand our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @’ 5

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with Tbeing "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

% ? i iom,
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not AtAll ey

_ Convincing ¢ ¥ (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax ~

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
hWﬁth the m'l and gas 1nt:lustr5.r strugghng statew1c|e now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 d/ 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as e

aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park Counly 1 2 3 (4) 5
e)The1 % General PurpuseTax will cost the average household in Park (ounry an additi onal 580 peryear, That .

amount of a tax increase wil likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @’ 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 3 3 4 5

g) It makes more sensefor Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet 1
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4y s
L

Survey continued on back
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PUBL]C OP]NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or "No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QS.What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? . ¢
T )% J?c:ma[; used (‘fg)bf?

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(3 Probably Yes
[] Probably No
("] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0.1f Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 1-20Years

X More Than 20 Years

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6.What is your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34 Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or []45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) [ Age 65 or Older
[A Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.ctyofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@ictwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . CityofCody « City of Powell  Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years aqo, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ In your opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax s pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016 All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[[] Hardly anything L] Alot
[] Nothing atall [P Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority € Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. y 2 3 i 5

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and ;
water system maintenance. ﬂ)

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. /&) 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. _ @ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvementsin Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. @ 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). @ 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant 0
e 2 3 4

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 5
Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low | . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Reareation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadiities. @ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ ¥ (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @ S
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Q6.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll , ey

Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 19 3 4 5

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. i

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 , { 2 3 4 5
rmaa PP D L L T L L sssasissss | V ...........................................
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. ( 1 2 3 4 5
.................................................................................... ey
f)Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indlude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone -

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) For a $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 §

Survey continued on back V




PUBUC OPINION SU RVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No

ﬁ%eﬁnitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax prupos%! 170 Py /(9 e
rzxed Qﬁgﬁﬁ/’r Z //x/’mc//

Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vate "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes

Probably Yes
Probably No
efinitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 11-20Years
/@ More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatis your zip code? % 2 i 7 i

Q15. Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

nTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
[] 45-54

£4 55-64

[] Age65or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse
Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us



AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years aqo, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

l MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

»  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go

] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
N Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

("] Hardly anything [ Alot

[ Nothingatall (] Some

3] Alittle

[] Nothingat all

Q3 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority

a) Repalnng Park Countys bndges thatarein the greatest need of improvements. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Repalnng or replan ng mar.lways in Park [ounty to extend theirusefulfe and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 4 5
c) Constructing a water stnrage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and _ T

water system mamtenance (e 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s Wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm dralnage system

and irrigation system improvements. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) Complenng ADA  ramp pm;erts Ihroughaut {ody tu Jmprove access1b|l|ty for persons wnh disabllmes < 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructlng Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb

gutter and srdewalk rmprouements in Cody 1 2 LE 4 5
g) Impmvements in Powell along Absamka Street (fmmThnd tu Seventh] mcludlng rebundlng "

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curh qutter: and SIdewaII-:s trees; and ADA pro JEC’[S 1 (@ 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—mcluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and @
1

repa\.rlng of Seuenth Street (fmm Bemardto Dnnsmn) 3 4 5
|) Water sewer street and soild waste management pro ects in Meeteetse mcludlng 65- year—nld water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircde one number next to each item):

Low o3 ., High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related prujects like bike paths ball fields, horse trails and skate parks ® 2 3 4 5

b) Fundlng for community groups ancl organizations ||ke senior citizen centers, food banks and Boysancl Gnis(lubs @ 2 3 4 5

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar failities. @ 2 3 4 5




Qs.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 bging “Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll P ‘.'gry_
Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, C
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why @

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. O
1

@) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have Q
5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

g) For a $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. ® 2

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | . Very
Convincing ™ 7 Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. T 2 3 -
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. ] 2 3

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3

Survey continued on back W
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PUBL[C OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or“No”
{to oppose} a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
t0, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
wate, sewer and electrical projects. {Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

(] Probably No

S Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion

' What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

WAL NEEp Te LivE
witdl 18 qua dwr 6049876)

Qg. Rather thana full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or "No" {to oppose) this
praposal? (Please check one}

] Definitely Yes
\g Probably Yes
[ Probably No

[] Definitely No
] Don’t Know/No Opinion

Q10. 17Park County pursued a 1% “Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer ta Fact Sheet for additional details
reganding the difference hetween these two taves ) (Please check one}

(7] Definitely Yes
"] Probably Yes
[J Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q11. what more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you Ilke answer 7Ebuut the proposed 1%General Purpose Tax? o? &
P

Y llas AT anE Pagb — (Jaol
)% oF gAtE Fess ?

Set

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
inciuded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

N S

pd
7N

Q13.How long have you been a restdent in the area?
(Please chedi one)

] 0-5Years

] 6-10Years

1 11-20Years

"X, More Than 20 Years

014, whatis your zip code? S_j i

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please chedk one}

InTown (Inside the incorporated Municipality)

Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[J 18-24 Years
[0 25-34Years
[ 35-44Years
45-54
55-64
] Age 65 or Glder

Thank you for participating!

if you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil

1338 Rumsey, PQ Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

(ody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone; (307} 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.gityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteatse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free; 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307} 527-8515
sromero@parkeounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax; 307-B68-2608
meeteetse@ictwest.net
wwiw.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « City of Cody - City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In Novernber 20112, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

hould not—b d with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects SO it~ SO A,

throughout Park County. +  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside



e
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or nota 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclased for your convenience. All responses are anenymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided, Thank you for participating,

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the endosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering plading a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, incheding how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & Jse Tax on the November 206 ballot? (Please chadk one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local govemments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
ome famitiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything [ Alet
[ Nothingat all me
Alittle
(1 Nothingat all

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Gn a scale of 1
105, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority € »  Priosity
a) Repairing Park Counity's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 ¢ 5
b) Repairing or replading roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 @
©) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Codyto imprmfglﬁ}e protection, water storage and
water system maintenance, 1 2 3 'ENED,
d} Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lageon system, parts of the existing storm drainage systern, _
and irrigation system improvements, ] ? 3 4 @
&) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 1 3 @ 5
f)Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4
q) improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street {from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 ("5’“‘
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding , o
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street {overfay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and _
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 775
i} Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water -
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvernents, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. [ 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):
Low ,  High
Priority € P Priority

a) Recreation-elated projects ke bike paths, ball Relds, horse trailsand skate parks. o2 3 Q@) s




05. Following are some arguments peaple have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Not :ﬂt J_ill 3 < Vgry'
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Condincg Cnsiniog
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, P
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 (3
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is animportant reason why P
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 GJ
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have R
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 O
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed hased on size of population. )
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1%to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 K,,S )
&) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding —
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 vS, P
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General -
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 - \_ 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our )
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 (5

Q6. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ 7 Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax Y ;

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. o2, o R o AR (1 2 3 4 5
...... - e T & O e
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 L'_Z:) 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to N

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. No neaty o cort asis Le 1 a) 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as g

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 \i L4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it in place. Voters in other counties ,
keepvoting the taxin every fouryears. ;. ) 7\ cons
pvoung y )’ Rt -t o s Varl (oenty 1\1/ 2 3 4 5

g) ltmakes more sense for Park County to purgﬂe a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.)

2N 4 5
b
Survey continued on back P
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PUBLIC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” {in favor} or“No”

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastrcture and infrastructure maintenance inclirding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please check one}

Definitely Yes

Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[C] Definitely No
[J Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

ol belicve 6 clold

Q] 1, What more would you like to know, or what question{s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Do Pale Co, Clﬁafu Qo wrell
freeletse ppen G e epto doas
Clo!_[é\fg -{‘O g’c-[_ ASM{& 0729-/ !l‘\-‘-!:'d_s"l‘“lwt_}'é.m‘:"?‘ !

Q12. what other community improvement projects, ifany, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

MQA#M/%ML [ o |
rzedh olhe dya s tT ek No ggBmy

LED | guw‘;__

be wnt—edd —%w ﬂﬂ-dﬁm-d-l mon—maéfd_s-f-vua‘&v& Q13.Howlnnghaveyoubeenaresdentmtheareﬂ

Dr‘ore.dé ““1’(/‘-‘39“ MCJ 4o ('x-' —/—m[zﬁ

o b ,jﬂ"?-c_«-ﬁ-ﬁ =1 ke of
Qg. Rather than a full one (1} percent sales and use?; if Pag

County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequantly reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? {Please check one)

Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[C] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. if Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

(Please chedk one}

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[J 11-20Years
WUmThan 20Years

Q4. whatis yourzipcode? & 2 ( &F

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown {lnside the Incorporated Municipality)
21, Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality}
(] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q16. whatisyour age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & UseTax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
o, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, ] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, woutd you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [ 45-54
"No" (to appose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 5-64
reqarding thedifference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one) Age 65 or Qlder

efinitely Yes

Protiably Yes B
7 Probably No
(3 Definitely No
{1 Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!

1§ you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissicners
Mayor & Counil Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Pawell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: {307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: {307} 754-5106
admin@dtyofpowell.com
www.cityofpoweil.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@ictwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sramero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything (] Alot
[ Nothing at all (] Some

(] Alittle

1 Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need ofimprovements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and ;.
water system maintenance. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, 5
andirrigation systemimprovements. 1 2 3 @) s
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 @7 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, \
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 (5/
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding N
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 (S;f
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue F to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and -
repaving of Seventh Street (from Benard to Division). 1 2 B s (5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 3 4 5

9
¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. 1 @ 3 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circdle one number next to each item): Not At Al Very
Convindng ™ 7 Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is a 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢ Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ “ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 19 Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FuIIuwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circde one number next to each item):

Not ftt J}II P : Vgry.

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Xamvingng ™ > Coniorng

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 @ 3 4 5
<) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5

Survey continued on back W




PUBUC OPINION SUP\VEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

("] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What s your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? : _ i
ol O ) 1 Re

Qoou0Ne Y AoV o, d@_km
N0 . et talen D00 wuof
Kte P QLo 1w - U
09. Rather than a full dne (1) percént'sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

] Probably Yes

[] Probably No

(] Definitely No

5 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Nong Gx WD

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Do Koaowd.

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

B4 11-20 Years

(] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. Whatis your zip code? 3;{{_/_%

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 5. What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24 Years

[] 25-34Years

1 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

[] Age65or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.ctyofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners

Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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Park County « City of Cody - City of Powell  Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ Whatare your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q] « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
E Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
(7 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything I Alot
[] Nothing at all (] Some

] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 (3 ¢4 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, waterstorageand _ ..............................
water system maintenance. 1 2 f:i,h:’ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, .
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 (4) 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. (™ 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, =
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 (3) 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding &
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. T 2 (3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and R
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemnard to Division). 1 2 (3) 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plantand tank improvements, fire hydrant e
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 (5.2

Q4. some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. | I 2y 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilties. 1 2 (3) 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments pecple have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 1to 5, with 1 baing "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Cenvincing”, how would you rate each of the following argurnents as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drcle one number next to each item): Not AtAl very

Convindng ¥ > Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden, 1 2 3 4 @
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be inreasing taxes. i 2 3 4 @
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 \3 ) 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as .

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. Q) 2 3 4 5

&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average househald in Park County an additional $80 per year, That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed incom@

£)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. {Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FoIIowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote (N FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
a} With the State ofWyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues (onvindng ™ " Comvindng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high pririty street, bridge, ~
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 \2\> 3 4 5
b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govenments get to keep onfy 30% of the tax revenues,
local govemments get tokeep 999 of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why -
210f 23 countiesinWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tay. 1 2 3 4N 5

¢} The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County, The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 19 General Purpose Tay, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment.

f)Revenue froma voter-approved 19 General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yeflowstane
National Park, In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 196 General (\.x
1

Purpase Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County, ,\2%\:) 3 4 5
g)Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount te pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our /- -

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. x_l__/ 2 3 4 5

Survey continwed on back P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY cntinued from inside

07. if an election were held today, would you vote “Yes” {in favor) or“No”
(tooppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance indluding, but rot limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, quiters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedk one)

[ Definitely Yes

(1 Probably Yes

(1 Probably No

P<T Definitely No

[77 Don't Know/No Qpinion

08. Whatis your main cancern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? e
Always THERSASE BuT

No Plane Te /Reouces Expevses

09. Rather thana full one (1} percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpase Sales & Use Tax and
consequentfly reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No” {to oppose) this
proposal? {Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(3 ProbablyYes
7] Probably No
(54 Definitely No
[J Don't Know/No Gpinion

Q10. If Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know;, or what question{s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

‘G PS8 RAD (a0 T
\N\{CJ Ec__c:NaMu{

01 2, What other community improvernent projects, if any, should be |
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax propasal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
- (Please chedtone)

I 0-5Years

] 6-10Years

] 1-20Years :
(] Mare Than 20 Years |

Q14. whatis yourzip code? B 2. fﬁ_l_ﬂ_

01 5., Doyou livein town or out of town?

(Please chedk one)

B (nTown (inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ Out of Town {Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
3 Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16. whatis yourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% “General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance indluding, but not fimited [] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 3544 Years

water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54

“No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64

reganding the difference hetween these two taxes.) (Please check one) X' Age 65 or Qlder

(3 DefinitelyYes

[ Probably Yes

[ Probably No

] Definitely No
' Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

Hyou have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteatse Park County Ccmmissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N (lark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phene: {307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.ctyofpowell.com

Pheone: (307} 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Tolf Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sramero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteatse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody . Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 19 Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is setin stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for partidpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
K¢ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [] Alot
(] Nothing atall X[ Some

] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item);

Low . High
Priority ¥ " Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 4§
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toimprove fire protection, water storageand .~

water system maintenance. 4 5
d) Upgrading Ecdy‘aguon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. ( 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and =

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). (1) 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @\' 2 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like hike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boysand Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

<) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Notatall ey
Convincing ™ ¥ Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 3 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. @ 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Qﬁ.FuIIuwing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll . Very

Convinding ™ 7 Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 @

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue.

...................................................................................................................................

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 19 to Meeteetse. @

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ S

....................................................................................................................................

g)Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County, (T) 2

Survey continued on back P




PUBLIC OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in faver) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes

[ Probably Yes

(] Probably No

B Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

oy ! oo
hose"huge fainy day

12420 %

09. Rather than a full one {1} percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote “Yes” {in favor) or "No" {to oppose} this
proposal? {Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[J Probably Yes

Probably No
efinitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q0. iPark County pursued a 1% “Specific Purpose Sales & Use

Q1 1 What more would you like to know, orwhat question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other commu nity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please chedk one)

[J 0-5Years

[ 6-10Years

(] 11-26Years
Q\More Than 20 Years

014. What is your zip code? _&Qi{_l_ﬁl[

Q15. Do youlivein town or out of town?

{Please check one)

O InTown (inside the Incorporated Municipality)

& Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipatity)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16. whatis yourage? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 19 "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund ] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited L] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
“No" {to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 35-64
regarding thedifference between these twotaxes.) (Please dieck one) Age 65 or Older
(1 Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[ ProbablyNo

nitely No

_ Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!

1f you have questions akout this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Councif Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; (307) 527-7511
Fax: {307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106

admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us

www. parkcounty.us

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County -« Cityof Cody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—pPark County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

l MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

» Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Pubfic Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important rele in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the compasition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey, A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclased for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third- party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for partidpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 » Before receiving the enclosed infarmation, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? {Please chedk one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
0] Alot back to local govemments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
4 Some familizrwere you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardiyanything L] Alot
[ Nothingat al P4-Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothingatall

Q3. there are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet), Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the fullowing projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

low . High
Pricrity ¢ ?  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 3 4 @
b} Repairing or replading roadways in Park County to extend their usefil lfe and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 (5 )
<) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to i;ﬁpmve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and inigation system improvements, ! 23@5
e}Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities, 1 2 3 @ 5
£} Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
9} Improvernents in Powell along Absaroka Street {from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 @

h)Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—-induding
RDA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street {overlay), widening of A B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street {from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 (s D

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management pmjects“iH'Meeteetse, indﬁding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, purnp station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip seafing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4. 50me residents would ke to see 2 1% General PurposeTax fund non-infrastructure projects, On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Plaase drde one number next to eadh item):

Low . High
Priority i i
a) Reawation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 z @ 4 5

b} Funding for community groups and organizations like senior itizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Qlubs. 1 2 @ 4 5

) Endowments to go toward oparating costs of swimming peols, recreation centers and similar fadlities, 1 2 @ 4 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 19 General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At Al

. Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax \_
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the il and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes.

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as s
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That <
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @

(]
el
-+
wA

£) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit's in place. Voters in other counties ;
keep voting the tax in every four years. @ 2 3 4 5

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @

Qﬁ.FoIIuwfng are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Not flt ;_QII ) . 'Jgry_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comindag e i

from @ 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Ta, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 i 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, {Please check one)

P Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[J Probably Mo
{7 Definitely No
(1 Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. whatis your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
one

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote “Yes" {in favor) or “No" (to oppaose) this
proposal? {Please ched one)

B4 Definitely Yes
7] Probably Yes
] Probably Mo
] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. £Park County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1. what more would you like to know, or what question{s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please check one)

[ 0-5Years

[1 6-10Years

B 11-20Years

[] MoreThan 20 Years

Q4. whatisyourzipcode? § 2435

01 5.00 you live in'town or out of town?

{Please check one)

P3-InTown (fnside the Incorporated Municipality)

1 Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tXnow / Not Sura

01 6. whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% “General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited [] 25-34 Years
10, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ ] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) o ] 45-54
"No® (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the differencebetween these twotaxes.) (Please check one) P4 Age 65 or Older
] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
robably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/MNo Opinion
Thank you for participating!
Ifyou have questions about this survey, please contact:
(ity of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Cound Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 824143713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phene: (307} 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@dtyofcody.com
www.dtyofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307} 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

| -7 -



AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEATEH LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

ABSAROKA STREET IN POWELL

R

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody . Cityof Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and-
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

’ MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

«  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

. Survey inside »

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
A Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
[] Nothing atall [] Some

W ALittle

(1 Nothingatall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
______ and irigation system improvements. 1.Q 3 4 .
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 ©) 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 QO 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—incdluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaying of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Seme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low - . High
Priority " Priority
| a) Rereation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5
T —————————re— T B A S G W
T —————————————— S Y ¢) W SR




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ 7 (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to .

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. Qr—2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. O 2 3 4 5

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @

e
L8
E=N
wn

) While voters in Park County would have the apportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. @ 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @\

Qﬁ.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll M Vl-aryl
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues SR, " Sominde
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties inWyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a foﬂr—year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 P 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County, 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back P
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PUBL[C OP[NION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” {in favor} or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, (Please check one)

@' Definitely Yes
[J ProbablyYes
(] Probahbly No
[ Definitely No
) Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q8. whatis your main cancem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

7 .
Ta'%om‘éﬁ-?/f wol d_rnet g0 7o
115 Stated gorpose.

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use ta, if Park
{ounty pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or "No" {to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes

[ Probably Yes

[ Probably No

12 Definitely No

[7] Don't Know/No Cpinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% “Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

01 1. What more would you fike to know, or what question(s} would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Wheetd fLhe fo s and
ke sure 1 Wm/c{,ad
A F1he 2 romised PFOJ‘CCJ‘.{‘S .

Q1 2, What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fail?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please check one}

] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

M 1-20Years

[] MoreThan 20Years

Q4. whatisyourzsipcode? § 2.4/3.5

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

{Please chedi one)

(&4°in Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality}
[ Don't¥now / Not Sure

Q16.whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 196 "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [ 18-24Years
infrastructizre and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited ] 25-34 Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote “Yes" {in favor) ar [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 35-64
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please chedk one) [t Age 65 or Older

Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

Hf you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundl Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark 5t. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
(ody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307} 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307} 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcady-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2344 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.lownofmeeteetse.org

|
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County ¢ CityofCody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down « What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects )
throughout Park County. « Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and gf;gégggz egoling g 1% General irpose R proposed e
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the States recent

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.  going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [ Alot
(7] Nothing atall [E] Some

[ Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3. There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of }
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3, @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 @/ [;-:’
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, waterstorageand ............ —
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 (5 )
........................................................................... b i TS St R e L e e e R AR SRR 1 i ET
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, .
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 (:3, 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 @/ 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, =
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 (4 ) 5
g) 1mpymentsin Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding y .
thewater line;street widening; storm drains; curh, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA/project: =~ 1 2 3 4 5 )
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Setrenth Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of AB,Cand D avenues, and ol
repaving of Seventh Street (from Berard to Division). Jnee Pt 1 2 3 4 ({j /
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant -
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 C@_/

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects witha 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
Llow | . High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. Cl) 2 3 4 5




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being “Very Convincing", how waould you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
Not AtAll Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Chimicig (o

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, 1
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects, 1 2 3 644 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why N
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 ( 5./
¢ The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have -
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 - C:S/
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. o
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 & } 5

€) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including =
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 i €37 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General -
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 J 5
g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our _
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 C;;

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
) Convincing ™ ? (onvindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax "

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. E 1 3 2 3 4 5
................................................................................................................................................................ = AN
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 Cﬂm ' 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to 2 W

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 ({3/5 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as =

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 g_,:z// 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That i’

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 ,fJ 3 3 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet B
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 (_//

Survey continued on back »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

" Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Prabably No
1 Definitely No
[] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

08 What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? ; 5
A . TP ﬂé;x, ,Z,,«,/
5) /'71 —é 147, J&Wlf’ Pl
&uﬂ?"/‘?’u,w—/ﬁé—”“‘

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
] Probably No
[ZKDefinitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0.if Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
[] Probably No
] Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion "W

£

7<./4'-c,/' / gL Afff!fOL

,/x:f;‘i‘f' AP oA ANE I pE -ﬁ/ peflen T
j /é/_{,ﬂ_m,,n.z_, {Z,/&'“l/ L/

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% Generg! P rposeTax?

Cm s ﬁ’?’vfz_z,/
_,-wré-/ waZ‘hj .’;/Q/L

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

/Q«/ l ZMJ m%'cwmf Z

sy = 5%
V _ et /LUMJL/ Y. /V?—t:fT"-rﬁ .
-Aéf_'vcv{:f
2/

0,1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

/@‘ More Than 20 Years

Q1 4. Whatis your zip code? z ﬂgij_j:

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please chedk one)
InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
[] 45-54
] 55-64
,@ Age 65 or Older

. Thu
. aﬂ»ZW?””‘?

o

,w/" "-'“"'( /%WW

Thank you for participating!

Lrelle ofs L
If you have questions about this survey, pleése contact:
City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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OPINION SURVEY

CODY

Park County - CityofCody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

I MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

= Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Qz. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the endlosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything (] Alot
[ ] Nothingatall L] Some

[] Alittle

&) Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item);

Low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @'
b) Repairing or replading roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 6]
0 Cnnstructiriﬁ a ;;vaterstorage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

o el A ko LIV, S S S ),
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 ©) 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, =

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2) 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 @ 3 4 5

fﬂ'«“LfI ( h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—includingg- t s 3 = @ pek I

L ADA ramps at comers[as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and' -
1L (_repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). : = . : 2 3 4 § pan
["‘”'tﬁ' o ( ) i ffeseat PIS S LR Fo. Luso, fﬂufa@/& .......................................................... [
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water t94c¢ ki
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant € { i<
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1 to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks 1 @ 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 @

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. Q 1 2 3 4 5



Q5 . Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll L Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax -

is a 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. (1) 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. ﬁr Y2 3 4 5
©) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to ’

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 (3) 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as %

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 6 ) 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That —~

amounit of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income, 1 2 3 Q 5

£)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. \\L’ 2 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 19 Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet :

for additional details regarding the difference between these twao taxes.) 1 2 3 @ ) 5

Qﬁ.FoHowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Coideg, " Sonwindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why e

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 (5)
................................................................................................................................................................................................ Nt
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have -

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue, 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. .

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 ] 4 B
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including .

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 (4\ 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General o

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 (4) 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our P
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 (5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBUC OP]NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
X Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No
("] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1fpark County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
) Probably Yes
("] Probably No
(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

’} r;f

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
yuullkeanswered aboutthe proposed 1% General Purpose Tax? <= ince flsn
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01 2. What other communlty improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpnse Tax proposal if pursued this fall?
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Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

™ More Than 20 Years

{..4 ’-fl-'
@,

Q1 5.0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

&I InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6.What isyour age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[] 45-54

) 55-64

[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayar & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone; (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcady.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

—
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . CityofCody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse
[ MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

: g : : or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. : «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [ Alot
] Nothing atall [] Some

] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

03 +There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ™ 7 Priority
a) Repawmg Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repamng orreplacmg madways inPark Cnunty ta exte nd thelrusefu[ Iife and enhance vehi cle safety 2 3 4 5
c) Eonstructmg awater storage tank offof Beacon Hillin Cudytc- |mpr0ve fire protectmn water storage and
water system mamtenance 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgradmg Codys wasterwater [agaon system parts ofthe ex;stmg stcmw dralnage system
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
) Completrng ADA ramp pm;ects rhroughaut [ady to |mpr0ue a(ce55|blllty fnr persans wnh disa bllIIIES 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstmctlng Beacon Hill Road and a section of Shendan Avenue, aswell as 29th Street curb
gurterand suiewalk Jmpravements in Cady 1 2 3 4 5
g} !mprovements in Powel[ along Absamka Street [fmmThlrd fo Seventh) :ncludmg rehmldmg
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repawng ofSeventh Street [fmm Bemard to Dlwsmn) 1 2 3 4 5
|)Water sewer, streetaﬂd solld waste management pro;ects in Meeteetse mdudlng 65 year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5
E)Fodigforcommuntygroupsandomnzaons esen iz enes fodbonisandBosandGis bs. 1 2 3 4 S
A ——————————— - T S T



Qs.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s praposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , ey

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comndag. Gy

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 5

€) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
g) For a $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
. Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P



TR ORIk S G e R e A G R S e
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[ Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB.What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥4 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. 17 Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance indluding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
["] Don't Know/No Opinion

+ @m Taxted
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Q] 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[ ] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

(] 11-20Years

("] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis your zip code?

01 5.Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

[] 55-64

(] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N (lark St.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us



