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Where do we go from here?
[n November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Taxor 5th rgem‘ sz).gmceed_s of the 1% General + Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
i s W?um ha'{e 0N JoaI ad sl ST T NEHTIENE, WaR! or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. 3 " « Would you prefer to-see a 1% Spedific Purpose Tax
the ballot to address infrastruct dsrath
The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General :: st : 1;3 g en?e raal PTL?:; ;:e?:x;u S

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
. . 4 o

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and g:fgg?gg: P e et PR R ROt

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent '

funding cuts——Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal

considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean

proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are  that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not

given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 0,2 Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
I Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardlyanything (] Alot
] Nothingat all [ Some

] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Uso e stin ‘]QJ nds ﬁ?’t redoce admin'strdive Costs low . High
: ro ginims Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
omd  give Quway prey
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 5
c)Constructmg a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody toimprove fire protection, water storage and
Wwater system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. - 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities, 1 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
guitter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distributionine replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 = 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5
T ——————————
T ————————————————— - T2 3 4 s



05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes 1 3 3 4 (5)
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 @

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep votlngthetax in everyfouryears 1 2 3 4 G}

g) It makes more sense forPark County to pursuea T%Speaﬁc PurpnseTax ratherthana 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ.FoIIowmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , | Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues g~ " Gonviadng
froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @) 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep anly 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, Thisis an important reason why
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 2 3 4 5
¢) The 19 General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Fnrexample 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meetestse. @ 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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PU BLIC OPINION SU RVLEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[ Probably No
B Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
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Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park

County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and

consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it

addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favar) or "No" (to oppose) this

proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
i@ Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q] 0. IfPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose] this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
{1 Probably Yes
[] Probably No
i Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion
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Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
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Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?
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Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please chedk one)

] 0-5Years |
[] 6-10Years

] 11-20Years !
8 More Than 20 Years i

Q14. Whatis your zip code? Sy, &

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

[[] 45-54

[] 55-64

{i& Age 65 orOlder
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Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 (Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters tuned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

»  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

. Survey inside P




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for partidpating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other memhers
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided, Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seenor heard about Park County considering placing a 136 General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax is calculated, the

Sales & UseTax on the November 2016 ballot? {Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
7 Alot back to local govemments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one}
] Hardly anything [ Alet
[ Nothing atall [ Some

(7 Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3. herearea number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address {as further detailed in the endosed Fact Sheet), On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the fallowing projects with a 196 General Purpose Tax? (Pease dirde one number next to each item):

Lew , . High
Priority ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
b} Repairing of replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. @ 2 3 4 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon il in Cody toimprove fire protection, water storageand o
water system maintenance. CD 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody'’s wasterwater lagoan system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
andrigaon system improvements. (). 2. b
e} Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities, @ 2 3 4 @

£} Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5

é} improvernents in Powell along Absaroka Street {from Third to Seventh), induding rebuilding

h) Stormn drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street {overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division), ) 20 3 4 5

l)Water,sewer,street andsohdwaste .|.1.1“a.nagement projects in Meeteetse, inclﬂﬂing 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 19 General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priovity should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 196 General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

ow _ High
Pricrity 7 Prionity
) Recreation-related projects e bike paths, allfelds,horse rils and skate paris, (D 2 3 4 s

......... i

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Ginis Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and simifar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase, That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting a5|c|e exlstlng tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park (ounty an additlonal 580 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families ancI seniorsonafixedincome. 1 2 3 4 (5 )

f) While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 @ 4 5

Q6.Fallow'|ng are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y | Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Camanong ” Comvinding
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep anly 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. @ 2 3 4 5

c}The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpnse Taxwould be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 2% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. @ 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including O
1

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 2 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

PurposeTax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @ 2

Survey continued on back W



PUBUC OP]NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Prabably No
[\ Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QS. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? j- ¢
I

VE ) ;&Q\ (A ;/a,_e.:’
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Qg. Ratherthan a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

("] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Prabably No
¥ Definitely No
[ ] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

0_1 0. IfPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose ' Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[ Prabably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
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Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?
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Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years |
[] 6-10Years I
] 11-20Years |
(73 More Than 20 Years

Q14.What15ynurzip(0de? e 4y

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
(%] Out of Town (Qutside the mrorparareo‘Mumapaf;ry)
(] Don't Know/Not Sure +3 hpt~a) e oo
H L= Where tliey Live T
Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
(] 45-54
[X] 55-64
(] Age 65 orOlder

55 choas =t

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayar & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « City of Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% Genera/
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the States recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

- Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Surveyinside P




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Q2. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
R Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

(] Hardly anything L] Alot

O Nathi):tg atall @ some

(] Alittle
[ Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repamng Parl-: Eountys bndges thatare in the greatest need of i lmpmvements 1 2 3 @ 5
h) Repamng or repiaung roadwaysm Park County to extendthew useful Irfe and enhance uehlde safety 1 2 3 @ 5
r.) (onstructlng a waterstorage tank off of Beacon Hillin Eudy o |mprmre fire protectlon waterstorage and %
water system maintenance 1 2 @ 4 5
d) Upgrathng Cody S wasterwater iagoon system parts nf the emstlng storm dtamage system,
and irigation system improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Compfetmg ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessnb|||ty for persons| W|th dlsabllltles 1 2 I3 4 5
f] REt{Jnstructmg Beatun Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as weII as 29th Street curb, %
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Thlrd to Seventh) mcludlng rebmldlng
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 @
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,C and D avenues, and _
repawng ofSeventh Street Efmm Bemard to Dawsmn} 1 2 3 4 ("5)
I)WaIEr sewer, street and S(}|Id waste management projects in Meeteetse mciudmg 65 year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plantand tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4Y) s
Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):
Low ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 @ 4 5

................................................................................................

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facﬂma 1 2 3 @ 5




Qs.Folluwing are some arguments peaple have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1t 5, with 1 hging "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Corminding, = Gt achg
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. T 2 3 4 @

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing”, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll L Very
Convincing 7 Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 @ 5
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 @ 3 .- 5,} 5
e O S R B R e A T O S e T e S &
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
@) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixedincome. 1 @ 3 4 5

f) While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 - 15 )

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 Q 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBUC OP“\“ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote “Yes” (in favor) or“No"
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

£ Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (o oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. f Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
10, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

&4] Definitely Yes

1 Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 T. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

@O wedans  on cou\¥r Bie

L0 QoW A

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

0-5 Years

[] 6-10Years

] 11-20Years

] More Than 20 Years

01 4. Whatis your zip code?

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[} InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

("] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

<] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

(] 45-54

[] 55-64

(] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners

Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody . City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, reqarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

: i : . or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. « Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds,

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
S familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything (] Alot
n Nnthiig a}tnall L] Some

Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 ©,
<) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, =
andirigation systemimprovements, 1 2 3 4 (_5:,
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody toimprove accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 (5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, Pt
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 (5)
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding =
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 (5/
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overfay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and o~
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). T 2 3 4 (5)
i) Water, sewer street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant .
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 (5:

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority € ”  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @a 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior itizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 .;’T} 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadiities. 1 z § 4 5




Q5 Fo!lowmg are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circdle one number next to each item): Not At Al Very
Convincing ¥ ¥ Convincng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax ’

is a 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the 0|I and gas industry struggilng statewu:le now is not the time to he mcreasmg taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5

¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse shou!d he setting as:de existing tax dollars to =

tackle large infrastructure projects, ratherthan ratsmg taxes. 1 (v 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively lmpacted fram a ‘[% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount uf ataxincease wnl Ilkely bea hardshlp for many Iow-lnwme fdeJIES and seniors on a fixed income. 1 (2) 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep votmgthe taxin every fouryears 1 @ 3 4 5
g) It makes more sense fm Park County to pursue a 1% Speclﬁc PurposeTax rather thana 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet »

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ.FoiInwmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convinding” and 5 being “Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comyindog ™ " Condadng

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, .

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @/i' 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why e

21 0f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 (3
c) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be appmved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Revenuesfroma vuter—appruued % General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. "

Forexample, 43% nfthetaxrevenus would goto Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 @,_) 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including -

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 (4) 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indlude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General -

Purpose Taxin Park County would be palcl by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 Q/‘ 5

g) Fora sm purchase the taxisan addmonal 10 cents. Fo;a §100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 [4) 5

Survey continued on back V>




PUBL[C OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote"Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
] Probably No
[] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q& What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0.1t park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[X] More Than 20 Years

Q14. Whatisyourzipcode? & 2 4.7 5

Q15.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years
[ ] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or ] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details L] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taves.) (Please check one) [X] Age 65 or Older
[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax; 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us



AVENUE B IN POWELL

STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

ABSAROKA STREET IN POWELL

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody - City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyouropinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—Dbe funded with this type of tax?

«  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
E Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything B2 Alot
(] Nothing at all [ Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Ona scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority % " Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 @ 3 i 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety @ 2 3 PR 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to i lmprove fire protection, water storage and %« .

water system maintenance. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater Iaguon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system

and irrigation system improvements. @ 2 3 4 5
e) Eompienng ADA ramp pro;ecrs throughout Cady to improve accessmlhty for persons) Wlth dlsablhtles @ 2 3 4 5
f] Reconstructmg Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, aswell as 29th Street curb

gutterand 5|clewall-: improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g] !mprovemems in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Thlrd to Seventh} mcludlng rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 2 3 4 5
h} Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seuemh Street—including

ADAramps at corners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repawng of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Dmsmn) @ 2 3 4 5

|} Water sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse mcludlng 65 \,rear 01d water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant R
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. \1> 2

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low | ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation»related projects like bike paths, bal! ﬁelds, horsetraﬁs and skate parks. @ 2 3 q 5
b) Fundlng for communri)r groups and orgamzamns like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

r.] Endowmentstogo toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and 51m||ar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




Qs.Fullowing are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 hging "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote [N FAVOR of Park County’s propased

1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
NotAtAll . Very

Convincing ™ 7 Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, @
2

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 19 to Meeteetse. @ 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Ta, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including 2

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5

.....................................

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indlude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. O

g) For a $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 2 3

0,5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ¥ * (Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to '

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 S @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.)

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet O
1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBLIC OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you voteYes” {in favor) or"No”
{to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and efedtrical projects. (Please chedk one)
] Oefinitely Yes
([ Probably Yes

Probably No

Definitely No
(] Don’t Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concem, if any, reqarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
YWNQve NAXLS !

1
[1Lve asstaan u\w«' Rres

09. Ratherthana full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued 3 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes™ (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
{7 Probabiy No
D< Definitely No
{] Don't Kknow/No Cpinion

Q0. i Park County pursued a 19 "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% “General Purpose™ Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose} this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference betweer these two taxes ) (Please check cne)

[ Definitely Yes
[ ProbablyYes
[] Probably No
(4 Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, orwhat question(s) would

you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
<o

he¥Ho. s\nape Than ©Cver

so_quit ackine S ngr
01 2. What other commurity improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursugd this fali?

ab AYAY !M‘k’}u} ngaNe

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please chedk one)

] 0-5Years

] 6-10Years

[ 11-20Years

& More Than 20 Years

Q4. whatisyourzipeode? B 24 S

Q] 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

{Ptease chadk one)

[ InTown {side the incorporated Municipaiity}

¥ Out of Town (Qutside the incorporated Municipality}
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16.whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[0 25-34Years

[J 35-44Years

[J 45-54

X 55-64

[ Age65or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Counil

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 M Clark St

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Pawell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: {307) 327-7511
Fax: {307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.tityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307} 754-5106
adming@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cady, WY 82414

Phene; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.arg

Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?
L

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down «  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceed§ of the 1% General +  Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax walmld ha\.:e gone toward road and streetimprovements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. + Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
. : : 3

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and LT;EZES? eganingthe 196 Genest Pupose acannd pruposed e

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent )

funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing s set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal

considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean

proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are ~ that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not

given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retumn the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[ Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

Soia familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything g) lot
7 Nothing atall e

(] Alittle

] Nothing atall

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @) s
b) Repairing or replacing roadwaysn Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 4) 5
'E]”l'fc‘)lilwns'tmcting awater storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to impr&é fre potection, waterstorageand
water system maintenance. 1 Q)’ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, -
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2) 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding o8
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 (3/: 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue Eto Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and A
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 B/ - 5
|)Water sewer, Istreet and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant =
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 @ 4 5

Q4.Sumere5idents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @L 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being “Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAl , Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convincing
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 B -5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 196 sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) ( 1 )2

Qﬁ.Foliowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item);

NotAtAll & b'gry_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinging. ™ "~ Convindng

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep anly 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 5

e)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County 1 2 3 4 5

g)Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax s an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBLIC OP“\”ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Prabably Yes
] Probably No
4 Definitely No
“ ] Don't Know/No Opinion

08 Whatisyourmain concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
ropos

;r\zt\u?/l | N — ]
O alfevd paove Yz ! |

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probabty Yes
E‘Iﬁ:iy No
[] Definitely No
L] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
[] 11-20Years
1 MoreThan 20 Years

01 4. Whatis your zip code?

Q] 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)
=1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipatity)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, (] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details 4155764
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one) (] Age 65 or Older
[] Definitely Yes
(] ProbablyYes
[] Probably No
] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « City of Cody - City of Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ Whatare your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
qoing to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
7 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [ Alot
] Nothing atall [ Some

W Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3. There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Onascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Reparrlng Park Countys bndges that are in the greatest need of i |mprﬂvements 1 2 ) 5
h) Repa ng or repl ing roadways in Park County to extend their usefulifeand enhance vehide safety 2 5
c) Eonstructmg awater storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and P

water system mamtenance 1 & l b 1 2 3 4 5
d} Upgradlng Codys wasterwater lagoon system, parts Gfthe exlstmg stcrm dramage system

andirrigation system improvements, S A { \" LI W
e] Comp!ermg ADA ramp pro}eds Ihmughout Cody to |mpr0ve accessmlllty fnr persons wnh dlsa b||lt|es f\g | .,[,\ 1 2 3 4 5
f} Reconstructmg Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, aswellas 29th Streetcurh L

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. NIA 1 2 3 4 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), inluding rebuilding "y
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutterand 5|dewalk5 trees; and ADA prOJects 1 2 ﬁ 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to SEventh Srreet~—m(|udmg
ADA ramps at corners, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Divismn) 1 (2/ 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management pro;ects in Meeteetse mdudmg 65 year old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plantand tank improvements, fire hydrant i lis

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. NIVY 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 £ _§: 4 5
Bundigforcommunty gpsandoganzatonsleserordizen e obarksandBogandGib s 1 () 3 45
d EndowmemsmgmﬂwardDpera“ ng mstmfm mmmgpmlsrec o ceme; - Smdarmm ]ES ................................ I ........... ( /2:} ,,,,,,,,,, 3 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 4 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 5 .....




QS.Foilowmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convimeing: = Comindng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, e
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 47 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This isan important reason why e
21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 3 3 4) 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have o
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 (4 ) 5
d) Revenues from a voter- appmved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. ——
Fur exarnple 43% ofthe tax revenues wnuld gn to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22%10 PowellandT ETU Meeteetse 1 2 %3 4 5
e)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including A~
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 _3/ ) 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General S~
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 (5)
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an addltlonaI 51 OO Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our <
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 Q/J 5

Q6 Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ., Very
Convincing ™ 7 (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 196 sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
h]Wlth the oil and gas mdustry strugghng statewide, now is not the time to bei increasmg taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
c) Park (uunty, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse shuuid be setting as1de existing tax dollars to 7

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 .\/;g_/ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as -

aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park County e 3 3 4 5
e} The 19 ﬁGeneral PurposeTax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 peryear.That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1\1_",,-' 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit's in place. Voters in other counties oy

keep uotmg the taxin every fouryears f; L/-‘ 2 3 4 5
g} It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Speuﬁc PurposeTax ratherthan a1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet ~ —.

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) | 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back W
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PUBLIC OP]NION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(<t Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[> Definitely Yes
["] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[ Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0.1 Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 T What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12.What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
induded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[ 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

X1 11-20Years

[] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14.Whatis your zip code? Sjﬁa _‘f i_ﬁ:

01 5.Do you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

X InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

] Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. What is your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [[] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) [T Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[i] Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1336 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

= Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Surveyinside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please mmplete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelape provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, (12 Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[7] Hardly anything [ Alot
[ Nothing tall , ol 5me

[ Alittle

("] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repalrsng Park(ountys bndges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
h) Repamng or replacmg roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. T 2 3 4 @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water stnrage m o o
water system maintenance. 1 @ 3 d 5

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm dralnage system X
and wngatmn system |mpmvements 1 @ 3 4 5
2

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, P
gutterand 5|dewalk mpmvements in (ody 1 @/ 3 4 5

Q) Imprmrements in Poweif along Absamka Street (fromThlrd to Se-.renth) including rebuilding =
thewaterlme streetwrdenlng storm dralns curb gutterand 5|dewa1ks trees; and ADA pmjects T 2 3/ 4 5

h) Storm dramage improvements alonq Dlwsmn Street in Powt-li—fmm Avenue Eto Seventh Stree‘r—mdudrng
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ - 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 0 5
Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Llow . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trailsand skate parks. "‘E) 2 3 4 5
............................................................................................................................................................................................................... s
b) Fundlng for commumty groups and orgamzatlonsIlkesemumtlzen centers, food banks and Bnys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 (4) 5
c) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. 1 2 i@ 4 5



05 .Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 beling "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Mesteetse, revenues Kopvincing fonvinamng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why ]

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have ; /7

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. ~

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3/ 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2

L
~
©

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ 7 Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax y

Is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
a5 R e A e i R o
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 ?’j;' 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to A

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. ] 2 3 (4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as L~

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 A5/
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average househald in Park County an additional $80 per year. That ~

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5/

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet {,»\\

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 (5

v

Survey continued on back
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PUBLIC OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote*Yes” {in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbys, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedk one)

[ Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

B Probably No

] Defmitely No

) Don't know/No Opinion

08. Whatis your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

PRI bebuo U re huh, propecty
Jmus, Hhge 1555 Mt a,ufam e
Ohdrtssed .

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" {in favar) or "No” {to oppose) this
proposal? {Please chedk one)

1 Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
& Probably No
(] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q0. i¢Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and efectrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
“No” {to oppose) this proposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes) (Please chedk one}

[ Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
(] ProbablyNo
[ Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q11. what more woutd you like to know, orwhat question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12. whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
induded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please chedk one)

] 0-5Years

(] 6-10Years

] 11-20Years

More Than 20 Years

01 5.D0 you live in town or out of town?
(Please chedk one)

InTown (Inside the incorporated Municipafity}

Out of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q16. Whatis your age? (Please eck one)
[ 18-24Years
[J 25-34Years
[ 35-44Years
45-54
55-64
[[] Age65 or Older

Thank you for participating!
1f you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 (ody, WY 82414
Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone: (307) 754-5106 Phone; 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: {307) 527-8515
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sromern@patkeounty.us
www.cityofcody-wy.gov www.townofimeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get yourinput on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS' DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the endlosed information, how
B Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything [ Alot
[ Nothing at all P-] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. T 2 }( 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety,. 1 2 K 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 'ﬁ 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody's wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 K 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 1 ?k 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 ¥ 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 v 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A.B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 {' 4 5
i) Wate r, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water h
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 ‘ﬂ 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ »  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 x 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 @ 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. 1 )8 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1o 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincng’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to eadh item): Not At Al Very

Convinding ¢ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already hasin place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 196 sales and use tax

is 3 25% increase. That’ too much of a tax burden. X, 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 ).l
< Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 X | 5
d} Locat retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a resuit of fewer purchases being made within Park County. - . ‘ﬂ 3 4 5
&) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average househald in Park County an additicnal $80 per pear. That : .

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on° fixedincome. x 2-. 3. 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the oppertunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Yotersin other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 ﬂ 4 5

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 X 3 4 5

Qﬁ.Fo[Iowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. Ona scale from 1o 5, with 1 being “Not
AtAll Convining” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? {Please drde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y  Yery

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindng " Convindng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 /f
b} Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local govemments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governmients getto keep 9936 of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, This is an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4
Q) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 ). 4

d) Revenuesfrom a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based! on size of population.
For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park Courtty, 34% to Cody, 2% toPowell and 1% to Meeteetse, 1 2 3 X 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, indluding
real estate puichases, foad, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. i 2 )( 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. Infact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 ¥ 4 5

g)Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents, For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 X

Survey continved on badk p



PUBL[C OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q?. If an election were held today, would you vote*Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastrecture maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. {Please check one}

Ng Definitely Yes

[7] Probably Yes

[J Probably No

(] Definitely No

1 Den't Know/No Opinicn

08. What is your rmain concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Moy Wiu, M G0 To
BB s Y0 BT TED

Q1 1 What more would you like to know, or what question{s} would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2, What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
induded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3« How long have you been a resident in the area?

OFfcAts - They DO MDD 1T (Pleasecheckone)

09. Rather than a full one {1} percent sales and use tax, if Park
{ounty pursued a ¥z of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or "No" {to oppose) this
proposal? {Please chedk one)

Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

[] Probably No

[ Definitely No

{7 Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q10. irpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use

] 0-5Years

] 6-10Years
11-20Years

] MoreThan 20 Years

Q1 4, Whatis your ip code? &L‘_—t éS_'

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

{Please chedk one)

71 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipaity)

8 OutofTown (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q6. whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% “General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [ 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 3544 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or (X 45-54
“No" (to oppose} this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 5564
reqerting the difference between these two taxes,) (Please check ene) [ Age 5 or Older

Definitely Yes

Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[ Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

Ifyou have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Cound Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthause
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 . Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phene: (307} 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: {307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meetestse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1{800}786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: {307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 190 General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Spedific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V>




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and retum the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
51 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[ Hardly anything Alot
[] Nothing atall (] Some

[ Alittle

[] Nothingatall

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item);

A ) ' ; ok /) <1 A Low High
[/u;‘_.r Seerveq s é/e'z'-.‘ffc at g S;de/ Priority ¢ > Ppriority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. g

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. AN
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire préfedion, water storage and \ \ T
water system maintenance, L/ 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, 2\
and irrigation system improvements. (O 1 2 3 4 5

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. (8 ] 1 1 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. L /1 2 3 4 5
............................................................................................................................. - —
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding & )
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street——induding:'o\:
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,C and D avenues, anc'{
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). "-\] 1 2 3 4 5

....................................................................

rd
f‘..

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. ( D 1

p =

Q4.50me residents wouldlike to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item);

Low - ,  High
Priority % ¥ Priority
P W SRR ey = 2 % B
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls CIub;_l.\:_' y 1 2 3 4 S
¢) Endowmentstogo tuwaré operating costs u%;i;nming pools recreatlon centersand sin".lilar facilities. \ \() 1 | 2 3 4 5
-



05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being “Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincding ¥ 7 Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. e 3 2 3 4 5
........................................................................................................................................................................................ {é e L
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. C,/‘ 1 3 4 5
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ‘\ .
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. ( ; L o 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer pu rchases bei ng made within Park (ounty \C ) 1 2 3 4 5
e} Tne 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 380 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed m(c{kmé\’ I 1 2 3 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties £
keep voting the tax in every four years. (/1 2 3 4 5

g} [t makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet , -
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) \\ i 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing™ and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cinwindng ~ " Ky

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. a1 2 3 4 5

(.©)

..................... s
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 countiesin Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. \ \1 2 3 4 5
¢)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have )

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. ]. {Q\, 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to (ody 22%t10 Powelland 1% 1o Meeteetse; D) 1 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, mcludmg .

real estate purchases focd fue[ fertlllzer Iwestock feed and farm eqmpment L"-:'\ 1 2 3 4 5
R
f) Revenue froma vote repproved 1% General PurposeTax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park Counry would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. K U\ 1 2 3 4 5

g} Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 ents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our -

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 2 3 4 5

LO
Survey continued on back
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PUBL]C OP“\“ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No” 01 1. What more would you like to know, orwhat question(s) would f
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited A 1 SSWis of bt 2 el :
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, ' ' [
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one) N O DA (N '
] Definitely Yes ' : i
[] Probably Yes :
L] Probably No Q12. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be [
P5DefinitelyNo included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued ths all? i
[1 Don't Know/No Opinion { ' ' N &
el ¢ { 4 A ol la' & ,'D ey 'Y 22 X i
QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose ‘
-

Tax proposal? :
= AT glae 6l '7Lct,iu:z
v

= ’7‘?;” 29,0\, ;L7 ¥ ¢ . Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area? !
r / / (Please check one)
] 0-5Years
Q9. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park (] 6-10Years
County pursued a ¥ of T percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and [] 11-20Years 2
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it P4 More Than 20 Years ;
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this .
proposal? (Please check one) 01 4. Whatis yourzipcode?
(] Definitely Yes Q] 5.00 you live in town or out of town?
[] Probably Yes (Please check one)
] Probably No [] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Definitely No -Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know/No Opinion [] Don't Know / Not Sure
Q10. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose Sales & Use Q6. whatis yourage? (Please check one)
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund (] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited (] 25-34 Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or 45-34
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one) (] Age 65 or Older

] Definitely Yes
1 Probably Yes
(] Probably No

B%leﬁnitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion
e |
[ 7 - ‘(..’-p..\{ o b

DC} { S j‘;_m'e" //n, / A% {(_4;;,.,--,-\ év”" Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511 Phone: (307) 754-5106 Phone: 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.cityofcody-wy.gov www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody « City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always. B§

Survey inside »
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q] « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of vevenues that go
@ﬁot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything (A lot
[] Nothing atall [] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3. There are a numberof projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are'in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County te.extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety: 1 2 3 4 5

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hilt
water system maintenance.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

andirigationsystemimprovements. N L. 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessitility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5
) Reconstructing Beacon Pﬁﬂoad nd a section of Sheridan Avénue, as well as 29th Street curb,
idewa entsin Cody. \ 1 2 3 4 @
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (frefn Third to Seventh), indudig rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; cufb, qutter and sidewalks; trees;%&ﬁl]ﬂt projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Divisjef Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improverments to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bermard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
}i"ﬁl’ater, sewer, street and solid wdste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old'water
distribution line replacement,along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residentswould like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority € ”  Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar fadilities. 1 2 3 4 5



QS « Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convinding ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes 1 2 3 @ 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 @ B 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases bemg made within Park County 1 2 3 4 @
e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average hausehold in Park Cﬁuntyan addlticnal 580 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a ﬁxed income, 1 2 @ 4 5

f)While votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for fuuryears it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the taxin everyfouryears 1 @ 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the speific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet _
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ.FnHowmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Cormindng, = ” Loavindng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved lhe 1% General PurposeTax i 1) 8 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. @ 2 3 “ 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Fora(ample 43% of the tax revenues wou]d ga to Paﬂ( (ounty 34% to Cudy 22% toPowelland 1% to Meeteetse @ 2 3 4 5

e)There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. @ 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
PurposeTax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5

g) For a 51{] purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents, For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect witical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. @

Survey continued on back »



PUBUC OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or “No” Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Uise Tax within Park County for you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
infrastructure andinfrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited fone. T Gm want /S

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one) 0 WP 0S5¢e 0/ "49 < £ S‘H/

[] Definitely Yes "lﬁﬁr)(

[] ProbablyYes .
[] Probabl Q12. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
nitely No included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax pyoposal?
pﬁpyf ﬂt’-i ﬁ‘f-e A é{/%fr--a ]LK-c —t

r s <« G: 7‘3 5@@5%&5&. ")L‘if":" cT_: Q13.Huw|unghavey0u been a resident in the area?

/’14:/4 sven [ocal d@f/?/“nm@,rﬁ (Please check one)
se Fhr's s¥uree a € lacom =[] 05Vers

Qg Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park (2] 6-10Yeas—

County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and [] 11-20Years |
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it (7] MoreThan 20 Years |
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this

proposal? (Please check one) 01 4. Whatis your zip code? iLfﬁ §

] Definitely Yes 01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

[] Probably Yes (Please checkofie)

] Probably No - own (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[-DefinitetyNo— ] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Don't Know/No Opinion ] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q10. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use Q6. whatis your age? (Please check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund [] 18-24Years

infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ ] 35-44Years ==

water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or (] 4554 _—

"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details a

regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) (] Age65or Older /k N
] Deﬁnite!yYes / ‘)Ze/ -— 10 {-—e_, Qre 4 <S/~r e
O Pmbably\fes Lo / YO o1 22 P

[] Probably No ( ue ‘IL ong gt
D ooy Hee pecits o7 esc Fhe L0007 B ajr‘ bias | n

[ Don't Know/No Opinio Pod'fa'f- Hat was o)A
PDF’OSe‘cf wpa a{ WML? gy A g jgpcmns are wom’d

(e mif how 7L/(

?: ' cﬁ 7L 1 - ank you for participating!
r l'f S o 4—: . 4

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; (307) 527-7511 Phone: (307) 754-5106 Phone; 307-868-2278 Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-6532 admin@cityofpowell.com Fax: 307-868-2608 Fax: (307) 527-8515
mayor@cityofcody.com www.cityofpowell.com meeteetse@tctwest.net sromero@parkcounty.us
www.cityofcody-wy.gov www.townofmeeteetse.org www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody -« Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V>



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous, The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
X Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
7 Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything L] Alot
[] Nothing at all [X) Some

[] Alittle

] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):
Low , High
Priority ¥ 7 Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

b) Repa i | ] ) 3 4 @

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, :
andimigationsystem improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 @ B 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 @ 4 5
@) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,8,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant —
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @
Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):
Low o , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. G) 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 3 4 5)
¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3 4 5



QS.Following are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being “Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19 General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y | Veny
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comindng, ™ imiong
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, -
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 B @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local govemnments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why :
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Fnr example 43% ofthe tax revenues wouid gn to Park (nunty 34 %oto (udy 22% to Powell and 1 % to Meeteet_se 1 2 3 4 @

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases food fuel fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 )

f) Revenue froma uoter—approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
PurposeTaxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an addmonal 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our i
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 1 CS-/l

Q6 Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
Al Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ., Very
Convincing ™ ¥ (Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax 5

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b)thh the ml and gas mdustry stmggl:nq statewme now is notthe time to be mcreasmg taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
c) Park County, (ody, Powell and Meeteetse should be settlng aside existing tax dollars to

tackle Iarge mfrastructure prCUECTS rather than ralsmg taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Lecai retailers cauld be negatwel\,r |mpacted fmm a1%sales and use tax increase as _

aresult of fewer purchases hexng made within Park County @ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That X

amountof a taxincrease erI ||kely beahardshlpformany Iow income fam|l|esand seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5
f)Whlie voters in Park Countywuuld have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep uutmg the taxin every four years 1 2 @ 1 5
g) Itmakes more sense for Park County topursuea ‘I%Speuﬁc PurpuseTax rather than a 19 General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet =

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

@ Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of T percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(X Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No

[ Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5VYears

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[X MoreThan 20 Years

01 4. Whatisyourzipcode? & 2 4 3 5

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

QOut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

] 55-64

[X] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayar & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tciwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody . Cityof Powell . Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?
]

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down +  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose ?x, 1% iOptmna.f Taxor 5th n(ienr }‘éix).groceed.s ofthe 1% General . In your opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax wou d haf'e gone toward road an street_ improvements, u:water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. - Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and g}?ﬁggﬁ? e
ongoing infrastructure maintenance——coupled with the State’s recent '

funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[E’Sum . familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything (] Alot
] Nothing atall (X Some

(] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

03 +There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority € ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2) 3 4 5
1 @) 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody toimprove fire protection, water storage and _ |
water system maintenance. 1 2> 3 q 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, A
and irrigation system improvements. 1 (2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 ) 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, .
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. fl1@d 3 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding e
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. (/2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). t 15 @ 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant ‘
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. @ 2 3 4 5

Q4.Sumeresidems would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On ascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

Low G , High
Priority € > Priority
a) Recreation-related projectslike bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. ; '_I,'.-‘-'" 2 3 4 5
T —————————————————— I Y
FTER————————————" - ¢ SR



Qs.Folluwmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll c Ugry_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Couvinclay "~ Savnghg

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, p—

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 7 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why e

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. (1.7 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have L,

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. (13 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. .

For example 43% of lhe taxrevenues would ga 0 Park Cuunty 34 ﬁtu Eody 2%to Powell and 1 %to Meetee‘se 1y 2 3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including .

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2) 3 4 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General o~

PurposeTax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1) 2 3 1 5

g) Fora $70 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property valuesandour -
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. (1.7 2 3 4 5

06. Falluwing are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ ¥ (Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax i

is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 (D%
b}With the oil and gas industry strugglmg statew1de now is not the time to be i mcreasmg taxes. 1 2 3 (4> 5
c) Park(uunty Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to ~

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 7] 3 - 3 )
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as -

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park {ounty 1 2 3 (4.4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park Cuunty an additional $80 per year. That o

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 "53,.}

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for fouryears its unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep \rotmg the taxin every fouryears 1 2 3 4 (5

g) It makes more sense for Park Eounty topursuea 1% Speuﬁc PurposeTax ratherthan a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would vou vote "Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
t0, roads, streets, afleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

[J Probably No

£ Definitely No

[ Don’t Know/Ne Dpinion

08. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

T 17
T 15 e shueh frund
L cant Qffovd

Q9. Rather thana full one (1) percent safes and use tax, if Park
{ounty pursued a Y2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" {in favor) or "No” (to oppose) this
proposal? {Please chedk one}

[ Definitely Yes
[ Probabty Yes
Probably No
Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Cpinien

Q1 0. 1f Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

QT 1. What more would you like to know, orwhat question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

No CosT of Aviny @ reass
Np Tox insveass Afoytolie

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax prapasal if pursued this fall?

—_Noree

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
{Please check one)

[J 0-5Years

[J &-10Years
11-20Years
More Than 20 Years

Q14. whatis yourzipcode? __ 22435

Q1 5.%0 you live in town or out of town?

{Please check ona)

(] InTown (Inside the incorporated Municipality)

4 Outof Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't ¥now / Not Sure

Ql 6. Whatis your age? {Please chedione)

Tax—rather than a 1% “General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund [_] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44Years
water, sewer and efectrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
“No" {to oppose) this proposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional detals [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these twotaxes) (Please chedk one) (54 Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
{3 ProbablyYes
Probably No
] Definitely No
(7 Den't Know/No Gpinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayer & Coundil Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
(ody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307} 754-5106
admin@citycfpowell.com
www.cityofpawell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307} 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.ityofcody-wy.gav

Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free; 1{B00)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307} 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - City of Cody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th (ent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

- Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
qoing to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P




PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
[WAlot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything [] Alot
] Nothing atall L] Some

(] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

03 « There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General PurposeTax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 5
9} -tonstruding awater storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody'’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water lin; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including

ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 4 5
|}Water,5ewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drcle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 5
Hfndngforommny gopsandogninslesiodimantes bodbansandGoyand s s~ 1 2 3 4 5
Q Endonmertstogotoverd peting st swimmingpols et cntersandsina it o2 3 4 s



QS.Fallowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1t 5, with 1 be:ing "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arquments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not fﬂt {\II = - Vgry‘

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues CopmiEsNg g

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meetegtse. 1 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

g) Fora 510 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
‘ Convincing ™ ¥ Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued frominside

Q?. If an election were held today, would you vote"Yes” (in favor) or"No”
(to eppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, briciges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please chedk one)

[ Definitely Yes

[J Probably Yes

(J Probably No

(oA Definitely Mo

(] Don't Know/Ne Opinion

QB. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Taxproposal? \

HigherOKes . _
Live with m%%guh'aue -Like
We Waw 4o !

09. Rather than a full one {1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a % of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes” (in favor) or "No” (to oppose} this
proposal? {Please chedk one}

{1 Definitely Yes
[J Probably Yes
] Probably No
[~ Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinign

Q10. ifPark County pursued a 1% “Specific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
edo,

L.iv cﬂ i

Wy Cant e ded) wlfh“d%
ﬁmﬁ_ﬁibm&um_mm ing.

01 2., What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

—
-

01 3. How leng have you been a resident in the area?
(Please chedk one)

] 0-5Years -
] 6-10Years

[7] 11-20Years

[+ More Than 20 Years

01 4. Whatis your zip code? _d ‘F

Q1 5. Do youlive in town or out of town?
(Please chedcone)
] InTown {inside the incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Qutside the incorporated Municipafity}
(] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q16.whatis yourage? {Please check one)

Tax—rather than 2 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund C] 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited L] 25-34Years
to, roads, streets, afleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [ 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote “Yes” (in favar) or L] 454
“No" (to oppose} this praposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details O] 35-64
regarding the iffrence between these twotaxes.) (Please check one) IB’Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
{1 Probably Yes
(] Probably No
(et Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Cpinion
Thank you for participating!
I you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 33 1002 Sheridan Ave.
{ody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone; {307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meateetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free; 1(800}786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us




This part of the survey is very unfair, as it assumes the tax is already approved and we just need to
decide what is the most important. All of these things are important, and what | would like to see is
how our tax money is currently being spent. | think that would go a long way to help us decide if you
need more. How much money does the county already have and where does it go. And not just so
much to this area, but in that area, how much goes to actually doing any of these projects anyway? You
see | think the money the county already gets should be budgeted to cover these items mentioned. Do
you really have to dream up ways to spend more money, or can you actually live within the means you
have and do the things our tax dollars are supposed to be used for? For as long as | can remember there
has been talk of improving Absaroka and Division streets, and | mean like 20 + years, and it still hasn't
been done and each year you get more tax money to work with. One thing | have noticed in all areas of
government is there is a lot of waste and very little accountability. Ina normal household it takes one
person 1o change a light bulb , but in a government job, city, county, state or federal, it takes about 5
people, one to actually do it, while 4 others either advise, watch, supervise, or administrate. in & normal
household, we don’t just get to automatically make more money to cover the additional taxes someone
forces on us so shouldn’t our representatives have to do the same? Qur property taxes increase, our
federal taxes increase, - enough is enough.



AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody e« Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. .

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is setin stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is riot
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ « Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%

seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
4 Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
D Satiic familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

[ Hardly anything (] Alot

(] Nothingatall (] Some

Alittle
(] Nothing at all

Q3. hereare a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

Low High

b

Priority ¢ > Priority

5

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements.

b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life andenhancevehldesafety

o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance.

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

andirigationsystem improvements. oo 0).2..3 . L — .
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 71 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, =
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1y 2 3 4 5

g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. /17 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and =
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). /) 2 3 4 §

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. r/1)) 2 3 4 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

Low = ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
—

a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. (1) 2 3 4 5

b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior ditizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centersand similar facilties. @ 2 3 4 5




05 . Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arquments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
Convincing ™ ” (Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is @ 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 4 @
............................................................. 1 T T s
b)With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. T 2 3 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ 4 5
S B R T P S e
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That SR e TR

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors ona fixed income. 1 2 3 £ 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it’sin place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 \D
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet =

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 (5

Qﬁ.Followi ng are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll y Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comrvincing. ™ " Somindey
froma 19 General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, N
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. D 2 3 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why D
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 ) 2 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have ~
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. fj}; 2 3 4 5

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. (1 J) 2 3 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding |

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. ( D 2 3 o 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General S

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. [;D 2 3 4 5
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our <

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. [ 1 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBUC OPU\”ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
(] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

QB. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?__

T ] ‘

i ) ) e )
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01 T. what more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?
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12. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

S mnitiae P T4l : 5 £ ) i ; .
niove Corregt )op héarvy Go V7 4XoS oply Q13.H0wlong have you been a resident in the area?

Pucgese 1s To Qrow [FASELE Eved Larger

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
[] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q10. park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
1 Probably Yes
[] Probably No
¥ Definitely No
("1 Don't Know/No Opinion

(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

] 11-20Years

E] More Than 20 Years

01 4. Whatis your zip code? ﬂ 3 __é:f

Q] 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

X InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

(] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years
[ ] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
(] 45-54
55-64
Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Coundil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners

Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PARK COUNTY

AVEUE B IN POWELL WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
[ ]

Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down +  Whatare your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Pruceed_s of the 1% General - Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
Purpose Tax wpuld ha'fe gone toward road and street_ improvements, vj.rater or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. +  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof ~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

i ‘ ingth d ed
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and inomaan reganding e (4 Generat Fumse Tacani onoeerice

e ] : : of proceeds.
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. qoing to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, i pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the insand outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(7] Hardly anything (] Alot
] Nothing atall [ Some

2] Alittle

(] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low ,  High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repamng Park Cuunty S bndges thatarein the greatest need ofi improvements 1 2 3 @ 5
denhance vehlde safety 1 2 3 4 @
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody toi |mpmve fire, protectmn water storage ad
water system malmenance 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cudy s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and :mganon system |mprmrernen[s 1 2 3 4 5
e} Compl'etmg ADA ramp projects rhmughour Cody to im prove accesmbﬂny for persons wnh dlsabihtles 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, .
qutter and sidewalk mpmvementsm Cﬂdy 1 @7 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Ahsaroka Street (from Th|rd tn Seventh) mcludlng rebwldlng
the water Ilne street mdenmg, storm drams curb ,gutter: and mdewalks trees; and HDA pm;ects 1 2 3 @' 5
h) Storm dramage improvements along Dwnsnorl Street in Powell—from Avenue Eto Seventh Street—lncl uding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 3 @ 5
I)Water sewer, streetand solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water "
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant O
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4/ 5

Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . ,  High
Priority ¥ " Priority
a) Recreation- relatedprojects hke blke paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks 1 @ 3 : 5
b) Fundmg forcommunrtygmups and orgamzanﬂnshke senmrcrtlzencenters,food banks and Bo)rsand Girls Clubs. 1 2 4 @

3
¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs ofswxmmmg pocls recreation centersand simi Iarfaalmes 1 2 @ 4 5




QS.Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 bqing "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arquments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

Not flt :_!LII i b o Ve_ry.

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Corwincng S

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpoge Tax. 1 @ 3 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including ~

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 @ 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General =\

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ¥ 7 Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 L@ 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 (4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 @ 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @' 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 @ 4 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Spexific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back P
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PUBLIC OPINION SUP\VEY continued from inside

07 Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
o, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
[} Probably No
[] Definitely No
(1 Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax pmpasaJ?
1/;76.}/ A ‘1!\'.,____, ("“"F f{&_ﬁl
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Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tay, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number ofinfrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[~] Probably No
(] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q10. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather thana 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the pmposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

=) il = FALTE teed o)
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01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

2
/f ,/;'Lﬂ;/ &__ﬁvz/ ,{) Jez A 2 8.4, 4.,_,/,{-
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01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[ More Than 20 Years

=
“"{ — X_g-g_.a —_

Q14.Whatisyourzip code!d 5 4 25

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ In Town (lnside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [] 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the difference between these twotaxes.) (Please check one) [/ Age 65 or Older
Definitely Yes
[ Probably Yes
[] Probably No
(] Definitely No
1 Don't Know/No Opinion
Thank you for participating!
If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkeounty.us
www.parkcounty.us



AVENUE B IN POWELL

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . CityofCody . CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

Survey inside »

| MARCH 2016

- What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

* Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

WARREN STHE IN MEFEETSE
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1. Before receiving the endlosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
Shme familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)

] Hardly anything [] Alot
] Nothing atall (] Some

A Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circdle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 ’§/ > 4 5
o) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storageand
water system maintenance. 1 2 (B) 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
_____ _a_l_nd irrigation system improvements, 1 2 3 (5) 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 (j} 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, A
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 K37 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding )
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 C&) 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and i
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 (3) 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low ,  High
Priority ¢ > Priority
. . . ‘ z N,
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ballfields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 L 2) 3 4 5
B i Al e == = = Y U .
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. {EO ) & 4 5
¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 ;?’5/‘: 3 4 5




05 Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ., Very
) ) Convindng ™ ¥ (Convincng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax o
is a 25% increase. That’s too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 - '5)
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to he increasing taxes. 1 2 3 3 @
c) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. L 2 3 4 @
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as _
a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 3D 4 5
e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 80 per year. That
amount ﬂf ataxincrease WI|| likely be a hardshlp fur many Iuw income familles and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 CE')

f)Whl!e voters in Park Cﬁunty would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties o~
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 (75 J

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet .
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) {f'{-\)

Qﬁ.Fcllowrng are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being “Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Vgry.
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincing = " Convinding
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, 2T
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. ey ) @ 3 4 5
R S
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why G,
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 F3 ) 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have PN
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 ¥ 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population. e
For exampfe 43% uﬁhe tax revenues wculd go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. el P 4 5

e)Thereare 49 exemptmnsﬁomthe] % General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding ~_—~— )
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm eqmpment 1 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General .
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 I 73 ) 4 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, :he taxis an addltlunal $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property valuesand our -
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 4 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back W



PUBL[C OP]N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or “No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

0,8 Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? : ok
)PIE (_DL.-":\S:\; mQ wwwumm&f,’LA
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09 Rath%r thana qu one (1 } perc tsales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. 1fpPark County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
1 Probably Yes
[] Probably No

/Z' Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, abnutthe proposed 1% General Purpnse Tax?

b}
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Q1 2. Whatother community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 19 General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years
[] 6-10Years
11-20 Years
(] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14.What is your zip code? _Z_&L—kii

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
/JZ‘O ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)

] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44 Years
/E 45-54
[] 55-64
D Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse

Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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AVENUE B IN POWELL

STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . CityofCody - Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theiinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

+ What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts” sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
qoing to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

01 » Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
g Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything T Alot
[ Nothingatall [] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 % 3@5

¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. @

d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. @ 2 3 q 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. @ 1 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and ’
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant )
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 5

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5
i L i e S, ST == A————
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. @ 2 3 5

4
¢ Endowments to go toward operating casts of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3 @ 5




0,5 «Following are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 bging “Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convinding', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed

7 ? 1 i :
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circdle one number next to each item) Not At All C o Very

4

Convincing ™ ¥ Convincing

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 @

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years forit to continue. 1 2 3 @ 5
4

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 @

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, induding
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 2]

..................................................................... PSP R P PP PRSP TR PEP TS

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
1 @ 3

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County.

06. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1t 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item): Not At Al Very

F

Convincing ™ 7 (Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
isa25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2

b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2

<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 4 @

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the spedific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 CD 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBL[C OPIN[ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No"
(to oppase) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
% Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q8. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?
e Ghe #F W Me4sanse We

live o WY o5 +he |ow tox
rates .

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

0,1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes

[ Probably No
(] Definitely No

(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax praposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years
11-20Years

[] More Than 20 Years

Q1 4, Whatis your zip code? ELZ i‘{ _LL_TC

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

Please check one)
Town (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years
[ ] 25-34Years
(] 35-44Years
45-54
55-64
[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse

Mayor & Council

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.tawnofmeeteetse.org

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters tumed down
1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. + Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

- Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Taxis pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must he
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q] « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, indluding how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
5] Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardly anything j% 2‘ lot
[] Nothing at all ame

’ [] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority € ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3
g) [mprovements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 2 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at corners, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5

i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plantand tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 2 3

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 11to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low 3 , High
Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 4 @

) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ., Very
Convindng ™ ” (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25%increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b]W‘th the oil and gas mclustry struggllng statewide, now is not the time to bei mcreasmg taxes. 2 3 4 5
c} Park Counry, (ody, Powell and Meeteetse shuuld be setting as:de existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 2 3 4 5

e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of ataxincrease WI|| ilkely he a hardshlp for many Iow-mcomefamllles and seniorsona ﬁxed income.

[
L=
w

f}Whlte votersin Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit’s in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ.FoIiowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
19% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll < h‘n_zry‘
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues yammadoy © " oy
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. T 2 3 - @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. Thisis an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
tobe approved by voters every four }‘EBI’S forit to continue. 1 2 3 4 @

d) Revenues from a voter- approved 1% General Purpose?ax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park Cnunty 34%tn fudy 22% to Powell and 1 % to Meeteetse 1 2 3 4

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would indude sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park Cnunty 1 2 3 4

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxisan addltlonai $‘I .00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 1

SEoRaLs

Survey continued on back
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PUBL[C OP[N[ON SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Z] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concemn, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal? e_—@"’

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please chedk one)

[ Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2., What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

W i,

s

Q13. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

BL More Than 20 Years

01 4. Whatis your zip code? _g fﬂi_

01 5.Do you live in town or out of town?
(Please check one)
InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
ut of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[ Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years

to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44 Years
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or [ 45-54
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details [] 55-64
regarding the cifference between these two taxes.) (Please check one) [ Age 65 or Older
(] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
%\Smbabf}f No

efinitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayar & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St. 2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty,us

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « CityofCody - Cityof Powell - Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almaost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance— coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

»  What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

+ Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

+ Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V



B AT S Peee T MR R RN T SR RS o e R N, .
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must he
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back tolocal governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
B’gﬂrlne familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything u Arpl t
[] Nothing at all A

] Alittle

[] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
10 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority

a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements, 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadwaysin Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
0 thstfﬁ&ing awater storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fire protection, water storageand

water system maintenance. 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 @ 4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,

gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. @ 2 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding

the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 @ 3 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—induding

ADA ramps at comers, as well asimprovements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and

repaving of Seventh Street (from Benard to Division). 1 @ 3 4 5
1) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 G 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low , High
Priority ¥ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior itizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 2 @ 4 5

¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. @ 2 3 4 5




QS. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincing ™ ¥ (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase, That's too much of a tax burden. 1 @ 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 @ 4 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 D 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional 580 per year. That
amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @ 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 (D) 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ.FoFiowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County's proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll ,  Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convindig: > " Camdng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why \

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 @ S

d) Revenues froma voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 y (& 4 5

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Survey continued on back W



otk sl e e R i b Al e A e s | . e
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote“Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
Probably No

] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. What is your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal? , o %
Mme}r }N’-»utv} Wﬂ'thkd 1 1’)4” SLI.'“}-
No Mews County feily vebhelos WMo
¢= 7
Rosdess . plinin,, €rceze P

ke o merney/ wausted on UG suney/ Ti‘uE f‘g L«:“;? ] 0-5Years

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park c
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
%}mbably No
Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. 17 park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes
robably Yes

(] Probably No

(] Definitely No

] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
induded as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 6-10Years |
[ J4-20Years |
™ MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. Whatisyourzip code? 72414

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[ InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[ But of Town (Outside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years
[1.25-34Years
5-44Years
45-54
(] 55-64
[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

Ifyou have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
wwuw.cityofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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STAMPEDE AVENUE IN CODY

WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE

WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody « Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th (ent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

‘ MARCH 2016

« Whatare your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

0,1 + Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
E@/}\ ot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
m Coma familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[] Hardly anything X1 Alot
(] Nothing atall [] Some

[] Alittle

("] Nothing at all

Q3. There are a numberof projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (s further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). Onascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 19 General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ > Priority

a) Repairing Park County's bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. (l 2 3 4 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. (l ) 2 3 4 5
0 [nnstructiﬁg a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and

water system maintenance. V) 2 3 4 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,

and irigationsystem improvements, 0. .23 4 3
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. {P 2 3 4 5

f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody.

q) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding -
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. (I/J 2 3 4 5

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and 0
4

repaving of Seventh Street (from Bernard to Division). 2 3 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tankimprovements, fire hydrant \

upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. (1/ 2 3 4 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Low . High

Priority ¢ > Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. @ 2 3 4 5
R———————————————————.— O ¢ B R S
 Enconmenstogolovardopetingssofswimming ook e entesandsimlareites. W 2 3 4 s



QS.Fﬂllowmg are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing’, how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | 2 ".'ery.
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Comincg; ™ Compindng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. @ 2 3 4 5

b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why ;
210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 6)

¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have _
tobe apprmred by voters everyr four years for itto mntinue. @

d) Revenues from a voter- apprmred 1% General Purpose Taxwould be distributed based on size of populatlr)n g
For example, 43 E: ufthe Iax revenues would go tcl Park (ounty 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. (:

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate pu rchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equrpment 2 3 4 5

f) Revenue from a voter—appmved 1% General PurposeTax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General -
Purpose Taxin Park Counb,r would be pald by travelers from outside Park Cou nty @

g} For a S][} purchase the taxis an addltrunal 10 cents. Fora S 00 purchase Ihe taxisan additlonal 51. []0 Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our /-)
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Very
_ _ Convincing ™ 7 Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b)Wth the oil and gas rndusrry strugglrng statewide, now is not the time to be i mcreasrnq taxes. ( ﬂ 2 3 4 5
c) Park (uunry, Cody Powell and Meeteetse shc-uld be setting a5|cle existing tax dollars to _

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than rarsmg taxes. U) 2 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively lmpacted froma 1% sales and use tax increase as =

aresult of fewer purchases berng made within Park (mrnty @ 2 3 4 5

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park [nunry an additional 580 peryear. That ~ ~
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a ﬁxed income. (1) 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Voters in other counties _
keep votrng thetaxin every fouryears @ 2 3 4 5

) It makes more sense fnr Park (ounty to pursue a 1% Specrﬁc Purpuse Tax rather than a1% General Purpnse
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back V



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

]:

07. If an election were held today, would you vote"Yes”{in favor) or“No”
{tooppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

[ Definitely Yes

(] Probably Yes

[ Probably No

[t Definitely No

7] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main corcem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

-]

T wvneuvlin 2wl a

09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥ of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or “No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(1 Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes

1 Probably Mo
E’ﬁ;eoﬁnitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

01 0. irpark County pursued a 1% "Spedific Purpose” Sales & Use

Q1 T What more would you like to know, or what question(s} would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

01 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, shoutd be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q] 3 How long have you been a resident in the area?

(Please check one)

[ 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 1-20Years
[E-More Than 20 Years

Q4. whatisyourzip code? _S Z /&L

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

[Z-nTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
] Out of Town {Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q16. Whatis your age? (Piease check one)

Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund [ 18-24Years
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited [ 25-34 Years
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, qutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges, [] 35-44Vears
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or ] 45-54
“No" {to oppose) this proposal? {Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details ] 55-64
reqarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please chedk ane) [<Age 65 or Older
[] Definttely Yes
[ Probably Yes
%/Pmbab!y No

Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Thank you for participating!

if you have questions about this survey, please contact:
City of Cody City of Powell Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St. 2044 State Strest, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.
Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyeming 82435 Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: {307) 527-751
Fax: {307} 527-6532
mayor@dityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meelestse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free; 1{800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: {307) 527-8515
sromero@parkeaunty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « City of Cody « City of Powell . Town of Meeteetse

| MARCH 2016
Where do we go from here?
In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down - What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these

projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

' i i T ed
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and gt egaing tie 1 Genera Puipose Taand pospcsed e

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent ofproceeds.

funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside V



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax s pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016, All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for particpating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the endlosed information, how much had you read, QZ.Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax s calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how

ik familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[7] Hardly anything [ Alot
(] Nothing at all [] Some

[] Alittle

/@Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
t0 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please drde one number next to each item):

low | . High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4@ ) 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their usefullife and enhance vehicle safety. T 2 3 (¢ 45
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and —
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 (5 /
A R R R R R R R R R R R g4 R R R R A e R R AR AR A SRR R R UA
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system, Y
and irigation system improvements. 1 2 Q /4 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 B {l_\ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb, &= )
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 7 (S_ /
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding p -
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 ) 3 [ 4 5
B TR T T desssiains ----nn--n------u-u-u---uu-uuu.-u..u-u-nr-..u-n-........-u..-.nuu-uuu“u.u...-.u-“u-“.u....u-....-...-......":_-_-_-u'..-.-...............
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and A\
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 0\ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, induding 65-year-old water i
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant {F‘ \
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 44 5

Q4.Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
f\\
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 (ZJ' 3 4 5
b) Funding for community groups and organizations like senior citizen centers, food banks and Boys and Girls Clubs. 1 ( ) 3 4 5
¢) Endowments to go toward operating costs of swimming pools, recreation centers and similar facilities. 1 2 ) 3 4 5



Qs.Fﬂflowmg are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll i ‘Jgry.

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convincg ™ Comanciog

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge, e

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 (3 ) 4 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why 7\

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 } 4 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have 7

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 'k 3 4 5
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General PurpuseTax would be distributed based on size of population.

'Eor examp're 43% of the tax revenues wuutd gu to Park County 34% to Cr}dy, 22%to Powell and ]% 10 Meeleetse 1 2 (3 4 5
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, acwrding to State Statute 39-15-105, including ™\

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 (3 1 5
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General N\

Purpuse Taxin Park County would be pard by travelers from outside Park (ounty 1 2 3 & 5

g) Fora Sw purchase the taxisan addrtlonan' 10 cents. Fnra 51 00 purchase the taxisan addltmnal 51 OU Many
residents cansider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect aitical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing” and 5 being "Very Convincing", how would you rate each of the following arquments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
. Convincing ™ ¥ Convinding

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 [3 4 5
h)Wlth the oil and gas 1ndustr)r stiuggllng statewide, now is not the time to be i mcreasrng taxes. 1 2 /3 4 5
c) Park (Uunty C{de, Powell and Meeteetse should be settrng aside existing tax dollars to h

tackle Iarge infrastructure prmects ratherthan rarsrng taxes. 1 2 3 [4 5

19

d) Local retailers could be negatively |mpacred from a 1% sales and use tax increase as N

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park Coumy 1 2 f 3/ 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average householti in Park County an additional 580 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down onceit's in place. Voters in other counties f

keep votmg the taxin every four years 1 7. 3 |4 5
g) lt makes more sense for Park Eountytu pursue a 1% Speclﬁc Purpose Tax rather Ihan a 1% General Purpnse S~

Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 [ 4 5

Survey continued on back »



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. If an election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or“No"

(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)
(] Definitely Yes
Probably Yes

_Probably No
[ ] Definitely No
[_] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

QS. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose

Tax proposal?

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes
robably No

(] Definitely No

("] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q1 0. 1 Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes) (Please check one)
] Definitely Yes

~A-Probably Yes
[] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[1 Don't Know/No Opinion

01 1. What more would you like to know, orwhat question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q12. what other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

01 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[ 0-5Years

T 610 Years

[] 11-20Years

L] More Than 20 Years

& a il 'L/
Q14.1u'l.|’hatisy'ourzipcode?:'5_-"l A

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(] InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)
<CA Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
7] Don'tKnow / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)

[] 18-24Years
[] 25-34Years
[] 35-44Years
[] 45-54

B 5564

[] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone; (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse

Mayor & Coundil

2044 State Street, PO Box 38
Meeteetse, Wyaming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Park County Commissioners
Park County Courthouse

1002 Sheridan Ave.

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County « Cityof Cody « City of Powell « Town of Meeteetse

l MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down « What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
a1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

iumose iax, I%lgpﬁwna! Tax or 5th Eenr I(Ejzx).gmceed.s of the 1% General - Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
urpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax

on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof ~ Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to

Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional

. o , information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use
Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and el . L e

s : : , of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State's recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations. going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, Qz. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
[E’ Hardly anything [ Alot
(] Nothing atall ] Some

(] Alittle

[X] Nothing at all

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Llow | ,  High
Priority ™ ”  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 @ 4 S
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehicle safety. 1 2 3 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water storage and
water system maintenance. 1 2 (@ A 5
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
e} Completing ADA ramp projects thmugh-sut Cnd}' tc- Jmprove aCEESSIblhty for persons Wlth dtsabmtles 1 2 @ 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb
gutter and 51dewalk rmpmvements in (ody 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Impmvements in Powell along Absamka Street (from Third to Seventh] including rebuilding :
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 @ 4 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Streetin Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repavlng of Sevemh Street (from Bemardto Dlwsmn] 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water sewer, street and so!ld waste management pmjects in Meeteetse, incuding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 @ 5

Q4.Snme residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Ona scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low . High

Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 @ 3 4 5
HFwdngbrommntygupsdogriztosliesmindimenes folmisadbosandGisGbs. 1 2 3 (@) 5
(}EndowmenmogmwdUpemgwmfwmmmgpwtsMammemmndm“armltm12 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 3 ,,,,,,,,,,,, @ ........... 5 .....



Qs.Fnllowing are some arquments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

Not !ﬂt f\ll P , | Very

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Convinciag Consinns

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

21 of 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34%to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the taxis an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our ;
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ. Following are some arquments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , Ve
Convincing ™ 7 (Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 @ 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
<) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to -

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. 1 2 @ ! 5
e)The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been

in place for four years, it’s unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties

keep voting the taxin every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5
g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose

Tax. The 1% Spedific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet

for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 4 @

Survey continued on back P



PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY contined from inside

07. If an election were hetd today, would you vote"Yes™ {in favor) or"No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not fimited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and elecirical projects. {Please check one}

[ Definitely Yes
(] ProbablyYes
Probably No
[1 Definitely No
3 Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposai?

Q9. Rather than a full ene (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a 2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Taxand
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote “Yes® (in favor) or “No" {to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check ane)

[ Definitely Yes
Probably Yes
Probably No
[ Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Qpinion

01 0. 1f Park County pursued a 19 "Spedific Purpose Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No* (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) {Please chedk one)

(] Definitely Yes
) Probably Yes
[] Probably No
] Definitely No
] Don't Know/No Gpinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please chedk one)

[] 0-5Years

[J 6-10Years

O 11-20Years

gl MoreThan 20 Years

Q1 4. Whatis your zip code? _Q_Q_I/L_'z{

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

{Please check one)

[ InTown {inside the incorporated Municipality)
Out of Town (Dutside the Incorporated Municipality)
Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis your age? (Please chedk one)
[ 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

O] 45-54

[¥] 55-64

(] Ages5or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Council Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark 5t.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Pawell, Wyoming 32435

Phone: (307} 527-7511
Fax: (307} 527-6532
mayar@ctyofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Phone: {307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.ityofpowell.com

Town of Maeteetse Park County Cemmissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meateetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax; (307) 527-8515
sromera@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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AVENUE B IN POWELL WASTEWATER LAGOON IN MEETEETSE WARREN STREET IN MEETEETSE

PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County . Cityof Cody « Cityof Powell « Town of Meeteetse
| MARCH 2016

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water

What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

In your opinion, are there projects that should—

. A : : or should not—be funded with this type of tax?
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects

throughout Park County. «  Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the Stateof  Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities. ~ review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax and proposed use

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and of proceeds.

ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

Following are the types of questions wed like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ. Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
["] Hardly anything [ Alot
(] Nothingatall [x] Some

[] Alittle

(] Nothing at all

Q3.There are anumber of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On ascale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

Low | ,  High
Priority ¢ ?  Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their usefullife and enhance vehide safety. 1 2 3 4 @
cj Constructi ng 3 wate.r.storage tank off of Beacon Hillin Cody to improve fre protection, water storageand
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
and irrigation system improvements. 1 2 3 4 @
@) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 2 3 4 @
@) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, gutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4

h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at corers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4

® ©

distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 1

&

Q4. Some residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirde one number next to each item):

Low . High
Priority ¢ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 @ 4 5
b Finding o community gousand ozt esey et ndbnksandBogsand@s Qs 1 2 3 4 (D)
c)Endowmentsmgotowardnpemnng costs of swimming pools, re;;eation centers and5|mt|arfau||t|es1234 5



Qs.Fnﬁowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On ascale from 11to 5, with 1being "Not
AtAll Convincing"” and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirdle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll , | Ve

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Mecteetse, revenues Convindug Comiimdng

from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues, Thisis an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 19 General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.

For example, 43% of the tax revenues would goto Park County, 34%to Cody, 22%to Powell and 1%to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 a4 @
e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @
g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many

residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect ritical infrastructure, property values and our

ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

Qﬁ. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Vey
Convincing ™ 7 (Convindng

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

isa 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 B 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to .

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5
e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That s

amount of a taxincrease will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @ 2 3 4 5

f) While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it's in place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. @ 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 4 5

Survey continued on back P
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PUBLIC OP]N]ON SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you vote “Yes" (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

Definitely Yes

[] Probably Yes

(] Probably No

[] Definitely No

[] Don't Know/No Opinion

QB. Whatis your main concern, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?

Pe ‘lL Now‘. L+ wull oh\y Cost

e " t
YWV ¢ v %f-’ éC’ \f'vc—’i‘fc\-g ‘a\*ev L/ 2ia

i(‘\-\fc.-.\ will HAVE To BE DONE

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or “No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
X Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifpark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) o
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes,) (Please check one)

[] Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[] Probably No
Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

I\.-\ot,u badly Sua protedts ne<ed lt‘d b

— | 3 A
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Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?
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Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[] 11-20Years

[ MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? © 2 U ) 4

01 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

[] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
[] Don't Know / Not Sure

01 6. Whatis your age? (Please check one)
[] 18-24Years

[] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

] 55-64

(X Age 65 or Older
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Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.ctyofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave,

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone; 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years ago, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

Theinfrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

« What are your concerns, if any, regarding a 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—be funded with this type of tax?

«  Wouid you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 19 General Purpose Tax and proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside W
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
retumed in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, QZ Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, including how the tax is calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
] Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
% Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardlyanything Alot
[ Nothingat all Some

(] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

03 «There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dirdle one number next to each item):

Low | . High
Priority € ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) Repairing or replacing roadways in Park County to extend their useful life and enhance vehidle safety. 1 2 3 @ 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water stora'gé'énd """"""""""
water system maintenance. 1 2 3 4 @
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
andirigation system improvements, 12 4 s
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 1 @ 3 4 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
qutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 1 @ 3 4 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water ling; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 1 2 3 4 @
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—including
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A,B,C and D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 3 4 @
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, indluding 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 2 3 4 @

Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. Onascale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):

low . High
Priority ¢ *  Priority

a) Recreation-related projects ke bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. 1 2 3 W ;
S W N—— . - e o
dibmerishminaimnigoiisiiopdseminobaisnlstidies ™= 1 2 & 4 9



Q5. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not At
All Convincing™ and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | . Very
Convindng ™ ¥ Convincing

a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax

is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. @ 2 3 4 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. @ 2 3 4 5
¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to

tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 @ 3 4 5
d) Local retailers could be neqatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as

a result of fewer purchases being made within Park County. @ 2 3 4 5

amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. @ 2 3 4 5

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it’s in place. Votersin other counties

keep voting the tax in every four years. @ 2 3 4 5

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) @ 2 3 4 5

Q6.Fu||0wing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1 being "Not
At All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll | ,  Very
a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues iy, * Conmndng
from a 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,
water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 3 4 @
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,
local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why
21 0f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 3 4 @
¢) The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have
to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 3 4 (5)

d) Revenues from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would be distributed based on size of population.
Forexample, 43% of the tax revenues would go to Park County, 34% to Cody, 22% to Powell and 1% to Meeteetse. 1 2 3 4 @

e) There are 43 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including

real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestack, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 3 4 @
f) Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone

National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General

Purpose Taxin Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax s an additional 10 cents. For a $100 purchase, the tax is an additional $1.00. Many
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect writical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2 3 4 @

.......................................................................

Survey continued on back »




PU BLIC OPlNION SURVEY continued from inside

Q7. If an election were held today, would you voteYes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
[] Prabably Yes
["] Probably No
[[] Definitely No
[] Don't Know/No Opinion

08 What is your main concem, if any,
Tax proposal? }Qf

\Waste & careless use & P—Mm'\u
—‘;Wo\qb Cd(lf&b’ﬁl{)\,

Qg. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a %2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

regarding the 1% General Purpose

XY Definitely Yes
[] Probably Yes
(] Probably No
[] Definitely No
[] Don'tKnow/No Opinion

Q10. f Park County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose” Sales & Use
Tax—rather thana 1% Geueralﬂuppose" Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance induding, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, utters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

R Definitely Yes
] Probably Yes
[ ] Probably No
[] Definitely No
("] Don't Know/No Opinion

Q11.What more wouldyou like to know, orwhatquesﬂon(s ) would
ynuhk answered, ab heproposed]%Genergf urpose j\
s Survey all ‘{’ 0
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Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be

included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?
‘Im@mu-o. Seodnag g ow. Nevka end
of, N Clorle LHent B well

013. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[] 0-5Years

[] 6-10Years

[ 11-20Years

P4 MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatisyourzipcode? 2 Y3 5

Q1 5.0 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

(A InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

("] Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
[ ] 18-24Years

] 25-34Years

[] 35-44 Years

] 45-54

55-64

] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell
Mayor & Council Mayor & Council
1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713
Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.ctyofcody-wy.gov

Powell, Wyoming 82435
Phone; (307) 754-5106
admin@dityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Coundil Park County Courthouse

2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433 Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free: 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us

Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Park County - Cityof Cody - CityofPowell « Town of Meeteetse

Where do we go from here?

In November 2012, almost four years aqo, Park County voters turned down
a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax (often referred to at the 1% General
Purpose Tax, 1% Optional Tax or 5th Cent Tax). Proceeds of the 1% General
Purpose Tax would have gone toward road and street improvements, water
and sewer projects, bridge improvements and other infrastructure projects
throughout Park County.

The infrastructure projects that would have been funded by the 1% General
Purpose Tax have not gone away. In fact, the cost of many of these
projects has increased. And to make things more challenging, the State of
Wyoming has reduced funding to Wyoming counties and municipalities.

Given the need to address high priority infrastructure projects and
ongoing infrastructure maintenance—coupled with the State’s recent
funding cuts—~Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse are
considering returning to the ballot with a 1% General Purpose Tax
proposal. However, no action will be taken until you—our taxpayers—are
given the opportunity to provide your thoughts and recommendations.

Following are the types of questions we'd like to get your input on as
we evaluate how best to fund our highest priority infrastructure needs:

| MARCH 2016

«  What are your concerns, if any, regardinga 1%
General Purpose Sales & Use Tax?

« Inyour opinion, are there projects that should—
or should not—nbe funded with this type of tax?

« Would you prefer to see a 1% Specific Purpose Tax
on the ballot to address infrastructure needs rather
than a 1% General Purpose Tax?

Before completing the attached survey, please take a few minutes to
review the enclosed "Just The Facts" sheet, which provides additional
information regarding the 1% General Purpose Taxand proposed use

of proceeds.

Nothing is set in stone regarding the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal
until we gather additional community feedback. We sincerely mean
that. We do not want to pursue another tax proposal if there is not
going to be strong county-wide support from our residents.

You have the final word. Always.

Survey inside P
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

Thank you for participating in this important Public Opinion Survey. The results of this survey will play an important role in whether or not a 1% General
Purpose Sales & Use Tax is pursued this fall and the composition of that proposal, if pursued. Please review the following questions, review with other members
of your household, and complete the survey. A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All responses are anonymous. The
results will be independently tallied and reported by a third-party firm. Please complete and return the survey by April 22, 2016. All surveys must be
returned in the postage-paid reply envelope provided. Thank you for participating.

PLEASE REVIEW "JUST THE FACTS" DOCUMENT BEFORE COMPLETING SURVEY

Q1 « Before receiving the enclosed information, how much had you read, 02 Many residents are not familiar with the ins and outs of the 1%
seen or heard about Park County considering placing a 1% General Purpose General Purpose Sales & Use Tax, induding how the taxis calculated, the
Sales & Use Tax on the November 2016 ballot? (Please check one) types of purchases that are exempt and the percentage of revenues that go
Alot back to local governments. Before receiving the enclosed information, how
[ Some familiar were you with the details of this tax? (Please check one)
(] Hardlyanything A Alot
[ Nothing atall (] Some

[] Alittle

[] Nothing atall

Q3.There are a number of projects that the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax would address (as further detailed in the enclosed Fact Sheet). On a scale of 1
to 5, what priority should be placed on funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

Low , High
Priority ¥ Priority
a) Repairing Park County’s bridges that are in the greatest need of improvements. 5
b)Repairing orreplacing roadways in Park County toextend theiruseful ife andenhance vehidesafety. ™~~~ 1 2 /3) 4 5
¢) Constructing a water storage tank off of Beacon Hill in Cody to improve fire protection, water stora'géléﬁvc'i llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
water system maintenance. ‘
d) Upgrading Cody’s wasterwater lagoon system, parts of the existing storm drainage system,
B S 5
e) Completing ADA ramp projects throughout Cody to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities. 5
f) Reconstructing Beacon Hill Road and a section of Sheridan Avenue, as well as 29th Street curb,
gutter and sidewalk improvements in Cody. 5
g) Improvements in Powell along Absaroka Street (from Third to Seventh), including rebuilding
the water line; street widening; storm drains; curb, qutter and sidewalks; trees; and ADA projects. 5
h) Storm drainage improvements along Division Street in Powell—from Avenue E to Seventh Street—indluding
ADA ramps at comers, as well as improvements to Grand Street (overlay), widening of A B,Cand D avenues, and
repaving of Seventh Street (from Bemard to Division). 1 2 @ 4 5
i) Water, sewer, street and solid waste management projects in Meeteetse, including 65-year-old water
distribution line replacement along Hwy 290, water treatment plant and tank improvements, fire hydrant
upgrades, pump station rehabilitation, storm drain and street chip sealing. 1 @ 3 4 5
Q4.Sume residents would like to see a 1% General Purpose Tax fund non-infrastructure projects. On a scale of 1to 5, what priority should be placed on
funding each of the following projects with a 1% General Purpose Tax? (Please cirde one number next to each item):
Llow | ,  High
Priority ™ ¥ Priority
a) Recreation-related projects like bike paths, ball fields, horse trails and skate parks. T 2 3 CD 5




05. Following are some arguments people have made against Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 110 5, with} being "Not At
All Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arquments as a reason to vote AGAINST Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please circle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll . Very
Convincdng ™ ¥ Convindng
a) The State already has in place a 4% sales tax. Adding another 1% sales and use tax
is a 25% increase. That's too much of a tax burden. 1 2 3 @ 5
b) With the oil and gas industry struggling statewide, now is not the time to be increasing taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5

¢) Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse should be setting aside existing tax dollars to
tackle large infrastructure projects, rather than raising taxes. 1 2 3 @ 5

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

d) Local retailers could be negatively impacted from a 1% sales and use tax increase as
aresult of fewer purchases being made within Park County.

e) The 1% General Purpose Tax will cost the average household in Park County an additional $80 per year. That
amount of a tax increase will likely be a hardship for many low-income families and seniors on a fixed income. 1 2 3 @ 5

...................................................................................................................... .

f)While voters in Park County would have the opportunity to vote on the 1% General Purpose Tax after it has been
in place for four years, it's unlikely that it will be voted down once it'sin place. Voters in other counties
keep voting the tax in every four years. 1 2 3 @ 5

---------------------------------------------------------- ves D P

g) It makes more sense for Park County to pursue a 1% Specific Purpose Tax rather than a 1% General Purpose
Tax. The 1% Specific Purpose Tax goes away once the specific projects are fully funded. (Refer to Fact Sheet
for additional details regarding the difference between these two taxes.) 1 2 3 @ 5

Qﬁ.Fu]Iowing are some arguments people have made in favor of Park County's 1% General Purpose Tax proposal. On a scale from 1to 5, with 1being "Not
AtAll Convincing" and 5 being "Very Convincing', how would you rate each of the following arguments as a reason to vote IN FAVOR of Park County’s proposed
1% General Purpose Tax? (Please dircle one number next to each item):

NotAtAll < b'gry_

a) With the State of Wyoming cutting funding to Park County, Cody, Powell and Meeteetse, revenues Gomdichy ™ ~ omndy

froma 1% General Purpose Tax are more important than ever to address high priority street, bridge,

water, sewer and other infrastructure projects. 1 2 @ - 5
b) Unlike the existing 4% Sales & Use Tax, in which local governments get to keep only 30% of the tax revenues,

local governments get to keep 99% of the 1% General Purpose Tax revenues. This is an important reason why

210f 23 counties in Wyoming have approved the 1% General Purpose Tax. 1 2 @ 4 5
¢)The 1% General Purpose Tax would have a four-year renewal election in Park County. The tax would have

to be approved by voters every four years for it to continue. 1 2 @ 4 5

e) There are 49 exemptions from the 1% General Purpose Tax, according to State Statute 39-15-105, including
real estate purchases, food, fuel, fertilizer, livestock, feed and farm equipment. 1 2 @ 4 5

f)Revenue from a voter-approved 1% General Purpose Tax would include sales tax generated inside Yellowstone
National Park. In fact, the Wyoming Department of Revenue estimates that about 30% of the 1% General
Purpose Tax in Park County would be paid by travelers from outside Park County. 1 2 @ 4 §

g) Fora $10 purchase, the tax is an additional 10 cents. Fora $100 purchase, the taxis an additional $1.00. Man
residents consider this a reasonable amount to pay to protect critical infrastructure, property values and our
ability to attract and retain local businesses in Park County. 1 2

...........................................................

©
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PUBUC OPINION SURVEY continued from inside

07. Ifan election were held today, would you vote“Yes” (in favor) or“No”
(to oppose) a 1% General Purpose Sales & Use Tax within Park County for
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects. (Please check one)

] Definitely Yes
(] Probably Yes
&2 Probably No
(] Definitely No
(] Don't Know/No Opinion

08. What is your main concem, if any, regarding the 1% General Purpose
Tax proposal?
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09. Rather than a full one (1) percent sales and use tax, if Park
County pursued a ¥2 of 1 percent General Purpose Sales & Use Tax and
consequently reduced the number of infrastructure projects that it
addressed, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or "No" (to oppose) this
proposal? (Please check one)

(] Definitely Yes

[] Prabably Yes

[] Probably No
Definitely No
Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 0. ifPark County pursued a 1% "Specific Purpose" Sales & Use
Tax—rather than a 1% "General Purpose” Sales & Use Tax—to fund
infrastructure and infrastructure maintenance including, but not limited
to, roads, streets, alleys, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm sewers, bridges,
water, sewer and electrical projects, would you vote "Yes" (in favor) or
"No" (to oppose) this proposal? (Refer to Fact Sheet for additional details
regarding the difference between these two taxes.) (Please check one)

Definitely Yes
% Probably Yes
("] Probably No
- [ Definitely No
[ Don't Know/No Opinion

Q1 1. What more would you like to know, or what question(s) would
you like answered, about the proposed 1% General Purpose Tax?

Q1 2. What other community improvement projects, if any, should be
included as part of the 1% General Purpose Tax proposal if pursued this fall?

Q1 3. How long have you been a resident in the area?
(Please check one)

[ ] 0-5Years
6-10Years

(] 11-20Years

[] MoreThan 20 Years

Q14. whatis yourzip code? R ZHA S

Q1 5.00 you live in town or out of town?

(Please check one)

1 InTown (Inside the Incorporated Municipality)

& Out of Town (Qutside the Incorporated Municipality)
(] Don't Know / Not Sure

Q1 6. Whatis yourage? (Please check one)
(] 18-24Years

(] 25-34Years

[] 35-44Years

[] 45-54

2 55-64

] Age 65 or Older

Thank you for participating!

If you have questions about this survey, please contact:

City of Cody City of Powell

Mayor & Counil Mayor & Council

1338 Rumsey, PO Box 2200 270 N Clark St.

Cody, WY 82414-3713 Powell, Wyoming 82435

Phone: (307) 754-5106
admin@cityofpowell.com
www.cityofpowell.com

Phone: (307) 527-7511
Fax: (307) 527-6532
mayor@cityofcody.com
www.cityofcody-wy.gov

Town of Meeteetse Park County Commissioners
Mayor & Council Park County Courthouse
2044 State Street, PO Box 38 1002 Sheridan Ave.

Meeteetse, Wyoming 82433
Phone: 307-868-2278

Fax: 307-868-2608
meeteetse@tctwest.net
www.townofmeeteetse.org

Cody, WY 82414

Toll Free; 1(800)786-2844 ext 8510
Fax: (307) 527-8515
sromero@parkcounty.us
www.parkcounty.us
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