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Park County Board of County Commissioners 
July 15, 2010 

Special Meeting – Board of Equalization 
 

Proceedings of a Park County Board of County Commissioners special meeting, 
held in Cody, Wyoming on Thursday, July 15, 2010.  Present were Commission Chair 
Jill Shockley Siggins, Commissioners Dave Burke, Bucky Hall, Tim French and Bill 
Brewer, County Clerk Kelly Jensen,  Board of Equalization Hearing Officer Southgate 
“Sox” Freeman, III, Park County Assessor Doug Brandt, Deputy County Assessor Pat 
Meyer, and Deputy County Attorney James Davis, representing the County Assessor’s 
office; and appealing property owners or their representatives. 
 The Park County Board of County Commissioners convened as the Board of 
Equalization at 8:30 a.m..  Board of Equalization Hearing Officer Southgate “Sox” 
Freeman opened the hearings for the Park County Board of Equalization. 
 
Monks of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel, Docket 2010-02 
 The Board heard the appeal of the Monks of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary of 
Mount Carmel, Property #03570100701000.  Appearing on behalf of the appellant were 
Father Daniel Mary and legal counsel Mr. Mike LaBazzo.  The property is located at 31 
Road 1AFW, Powell, Wyoming.  The appellant stated the property is exempt under 
Wyoming Statute Section 39-11-105(a)(vii); (a)(xix); (a)(xxv); (a)(xxvi); (a)(xxvii); 
(a)(xxii) and (a)(xxxv).   
 Mike LaBazzo presented the opening statement on behalf of the Monks of the 
Most Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel, stating the property has been assessed in 
its entirety, where the entire property is being utilized for religious purposes.    
 Deputy County Attorney James Davis presented the County’s opening 
statement that state statutes clarify the exemption is not appropriate. 
 Father Daniel Mary Schneider, Brother Simon Mary (Nicholas Maroney by birth) 
and Father Thomas Cronkleton were sworn in prior to giving testimony.  
 County Assessor Doug Brandt was sworn in prior to giving testimony on behalf 
of Park County.  
 Monks of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary Exhibits 
Exhibit A – 2010 Notice of Assessment, Property 03570100701000 (1 page) 
Exhibit H – Articles of Incorporation of Monks of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount 

Carmel, A Wyoming Nonprofit Religious Corporation (12 pages) 
Exhibit E – IRS Tax Exemption Letter dated July 28, 2009 and 3-page Catholic 

Directory (4 pages) 
Exhibit D – Letter from Father Cronkleton dated June 23, 2010 (2 pages) 
 
Park County Assessor Exhibits 
Exhibit 1 – 2010 Notice of Assessment, Property 03570100701000 
Exhibit 2 – Aerial Photograph of the Property and five pages of building photographs, 

with several of the photographs being of the same building (the witness 
testified from blown-up copy of the first page, the aerial photograph) (6 
pages) 

Exhibit 3 – Mystic Monk Coffee Website print-outs (5 pages) 
Exhibit 4 – Letter from Park County Assessor to the Monks of the Most 
Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel dated June 28, 2010 (1 page) 
Exhibit 5 – October 1, 2009 letter from Park County Assessor to the Monks 
of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary (5 pages) 

Exhibit 6 – January 7, 2010 letter from Park County Assessor to the Monks of the Most 
Blessed Virgin Mary (2 page) 

Exhibit 7 – Park County Property Tax Exemption Application (1 page) 
Exhibit 8 – Property Tax Exemption Standards, Chapter 14 of the Property Tax 

Exemption Standards, Wyoming Department of Revenue (14 pages) 
Exhibit 9 – Department of Revenue Letter to Monks of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

dated February 16, 2005. (1 page) 
Following closing arguments Hearing Officer Freeman closed the hearing. 
 
Mystic Monk Coffee, Docket 2010-03 
 The Board heard the appeal of Mystic Monk Coffee at the Monastery of the Most 
Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel, Personal Property #66549000000043. Appearing 
on behalf of the appellant was legal counsel Mr. Mike LaBazzo. The property is located 
at 31 Road 1AFW, Powell, Wyoming.  The appellant stated the property is exempt 
under Wyoming Statute Section 39-11-105(a)(xix); (a)(xxvi); and (a)(xxxv). 
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 Father Daniel Mary and Brother Simon Mary, having been sworn in earlier, 
provided testimony on behalf of the Monks of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount 
Carmel.  Brother Michael Mary (Michael Wright) and Brother Paul Marie (Peter 
Castiuau) were sworn in prior to giving testimony. Hearing Examiner Freeman stated 
testimony regarding coffee income levels is confidential. 
Park County Assessor Doug Brandt, having been sworn in earlier, provided testimony 
on behalf of Park County.   
Mystic Monk Coffee Exhibits 
Exhibit B – Mystic Monk Coffee 2010 Notice of Assessment of Personal Property (1 

page) 
Park County Assessor Exhibits 
Exhibit 9 – Blow up of Aerial Photograph of the property (1 large color photocopy) 
Following closing arguments Hearing Officer Freeman closed the hearing. 
 
Fred Reynolds, Docket 2010-01 
 Hearing Examiner Freeman read the appeal of Fred Reynolds, who was not 
present for the hearing.  Reynolds had not accepted delivery of the certified letter 
notifying him of the specific date and time of his hearing.  Freeman reviewed state 
statutes and Park County Board of Equalization rules regarding non-attendance at a 
Board of Equalization Hearing.  With consensus by the Board of Equalization, Freeman 
rescheduled the hearing to Tuesday, July 20, 2010 at 2:30 p.m. and directed the notice 
to reschedule be delivered by the Park County Sheriff’s office. 
 
Encore Clear Fork Pipeline, Docket 2010-05 
 Hearing Examiner Freeman read the appeal of Encore Clear Fork Pipeline.  
Their representatives were not present for the hearing.  Encore Clear Fork Pipeline had 
signed for the letter notifying them of the specific date and time of the hearing.  The 
Board found Encore Clear Fork Pipeline willfully neglected to attend the hearing.  
Therefore, no adjustment to the assessment will be granted.  Under subpart (b)(i)  of the 
Rules and Regulations for the Board of Equalization for Park County, the order of no 
adjustment to the assessment will be prepared.  In addition, the Board determined the 
County Clerk’s office will invoice the appellant $50 administrative costs for non-
appearance and lack of notification. 
  
Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming, Docket 2010-06 
 Hearing Examiner Freeman provided the status of the Foundation for the 
Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming and their appeal to the state Board of Equalization.  To 
preserve their rights, pending their appeal from last year, the Foundation has appealed 
again.  They are asking the BOCC to stipulate to the findings and information from last 
year so it can be sent to the State of Wyoming Board of Equalization.  The County 
Attorney and the Foundation entered into the stipulation. 
 Commissioner Brewer made a motion, seconded by Hall to approve and sign 
the Stipulated Order Waiving Contested Case Hearing in the Matter of the Tax Appeal 
of the Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming.  Motion carried. 
 There being no further evidence to come before the Board of Equalization, 
Hearing Officer Freeman stated all evidentiary procedures are closed. 
 
Executive Session 
 Commissioner Hall made a motion, seconded by Burke to go into executive 
session pursuant to Wyoming Statute 16-4-405(a)(ix). Motion carried. Commissioner 
Hall made a motion seconded by French to go out of executive session.  Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
 Hearing Officer Freeman adjourned the meeting of the Board of Equalization.  
The Park County Board of County Commissioners adjourned their special meeting. 
 
_____________________________  _______________________________ 
Jill Shockley Siggins, Chairperson  Dave Burke, Vice Chair  
       
_____________________________  _______________________________ 
Tim A. French, Commissioner  Bucky Hall, Commissioner 
 
_____________________________  Attest: 
Bill Brewer, Commissioner    
      _______________________________ 

Kelly Jensen, County Clerk 


