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Park County Board of County Commissioners 
July 24, 2009 

Special Meeting – Board of Equalization 
 
 

Proceedings of a Park County Board of County Commissioners special 
meeting, held in Cody, Wyoming on Tuesday, July 24, 2009.  Present were 
Commission Chair Bill Brewer, Commissioners Tim French, Dave Burke, Jill 
Shockley Siggins and Bucky Hall; County Clerk Kelly Jensen; Board of 
Equalization Hearing Officer Southgate “Sox” Freeman, III; Park County Assessor 
Doug Brandt, Deputy County Assessor Pat Meyer, and Deputy County Attorney 
James Davis, representing the County Assessor’s office: and representatives of 
the appealing property owner. 
 The Park County Board of County Commissioners convened as the Board 
of Equalization at 9:10 a.m.  Board of Equalization Hearing Officer Southgate 
“Sox” Freeman opened the hearings for the Park County Board of Equalization.   
 
The Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming, Docket 2009-03 
 The Board heard the appeal of the Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of 
Wyoming, property numbers 06520106033002, 06520105001003 and 
06520100901002, under Docket 2009-03.  Presenting the appeal on behalf of the 
Foundation was John E. Masters, esquire, Executive Director of the Foundation for 
the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming and The Right Reverend Bruce Caldwell, 
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming .  Hearing Officer Freeman took 
judicial notice of the Statement to Contest the Property Tax Assessment dated 
April 28, 2009 (3 pages).  The Foundation’s basis for appeal is that the property is 
wholly owned by a Charitable Trust, which should be the determining factor of 
establishing the assessed valuation. 
 Bishop Caldwell was sworn in prior to giving testimony, as were Tom 
Keegan, Jay Moody, testifying on behalf of the Foundation.  County Assessor 
Doug Brandt was sworn in prior to testifying on behalf of the Park County. 
Foundation Exhibits 
Exhibit A – Articles of Incorporation of the Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of 

Wyoming(7 pages) 
Exhibit B –The Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming By Laws (17 

pages) 
Exhibit C – Internal Revenue Service letter identifying the Foundation for the 

Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming as a 501(c)(3) exempt organization (3 
pages) 

Exhibit D – Internal Revenue Service letter identifying the Diocese of Wyoming as 
a 501(c)(10) exempt organization (1) 

Exhibit G – Lease for Thomas the Apostle Center for all property owned by the 
Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming for the three 
assessed tracts under appeal (4 pages) 

Exhibit K – Warranty Deed dated December 12, 2008 for the property owned by 
the Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming (1 page) 

Exhibit M – Corrective Warranty Deed dated February 4, 2009 exempting a section 
of property from the deed dated December 12, 2008 (4 pages) 

Exhibit H – Revised Memorandum of Understanding dated February 4, 2009 
between the Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming, 
Thomas the Apostle Center and the Reverend Daphne B. Grimes (4 
pages) 

Exhibit I – Episcopal Diocese Charitable Trust Declaration No. 1 dated December 
11, 2008 (6 pages) 

Exhibit L – Balance Sheet dated December 31, 2008 for the Diocesan Trust ( 1 
page) 

Exhibit N – Department of Revenue Sales/Use Tax exemption letter for the 
Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming dated April 8, 2009 
(1 page) 

Exhibit T – Refiled Articles of Incorporation for Thomas the Apostle Center in 
December 2007 (5 pages) 

Exhibit U – Internal Revenue Service Initial letter of tax exemption status for 
Thomas the Apostle Center, dated November 7, 1991 (3 pages) 

Exhibit V – Internal Revenue Service Final letter of tax exemption status for 
Thomas the Apostle Center, dated May 4, 2995 (4 pages) 
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Exhibit W – Internal Revenue Service letter dated February 25, 2008 confirming a 
tax exemption status letter exists, in response to a February 14, 2008 
inquiry (1 page) 

Exhibit Q – Wyoming Statute 39-11-105. Exemptions.(5 pages) 
Exhibit P – Wyoming Statutes, Chapter 10 – Uniform Trust Code,(5 pages) 
 
Park County Assessor Exhibits 
Exhibit 1 – TAC website Schedule for 2009 – Calendar of Events (7 pages) 
Exhibit 2 – TAC Rate Schedule for 2009 (1 page) 
Exhibit 3 – Park County Assessor’s print-out with photographs and description of 

the facilities at TAC and the footprint floor plan for the main house and 
the same for the two guest houses on the property (3 pages) 

Exhibit 4 – Cody Country Chamber of Commerce web listing showing Thomas the 
Apostle Center listed under Convention & Meeting Facilities (2 pages) 

Exhibit 5 – Wyoming Department of Revenue Affidavit for Agricultural 
Classification and Lease Agreement for Farm/Ranch Land between 
Daphne Grimes and Thomas the Apostle Center and Earl and Phyllis 
Claudson as lessees. (2 pages) 

Exhibit 6 - Assessment schedule for the three properties under appeal, as sent out 
by the Park County Assessor’s office April 3, 2009 (3 pages) 

Exhibit 7 -  Aerial photograph of the property under appeal, with the parcels 
outlined in yellow (1 page) 

Exhibit 8 – Letter from Park County Assessor to applicant dated January 28, 2009 
(2 pages) 

Exhibit 9 -  Statement to Contest Property Tax Assessment filed by the Foundation 
for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming dated April 28, 2009 (9 pages) 

Exhibit 10 – Wyoming Department of Revenue, Property Tax Exemption 
Standards, portions of Chapter 14 (6 pages) 

Exhibit 11 – State Board of Equalization Decision in Natrona County Board of 
Equalization, (First United Methodist Church, Real Party in Interst) 
Docket 93-22 (3 pages duplexed) 

 
 Both parties gave closing arguments regarding the appeal of property 
taxation for land owned by the Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming. 
 Following closing arguments Hearing Officer Freeman closed the hearing 
and the Board of Equalization met in executive session to consider the appeal. 
 
 

______________________________ 
      Bill Brewer, Chairman 

     
 ______________________________ 

      Bucky Hall, Vice Chairman 
       
 ______________________________ 

      Jill Shockley Siggins, Commissioner 
     
 ______________________________ 

      Dave Burke, Commissioner 
  
 ______________________________
 Tim A. French, Commissioner 

   
Attest: 
 
____________________________________ 
Kelly Jensen, County Clerk 


